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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

Although the Swedes were not the original discoverers of the Delaware Bay

and River, they were the first colonists who made a permanent settlement on its

western shore, llemy Hudson, under a commission from the Dutch East India

Company, having failed to find a nearer route to China by the Northern Seas,

turned his course southward to explore the coast of North America. In the

prosecution of this objecT, he sailed into the Delaware Bay, above Cape llenlo-

pen, on the 28th of August, 1609, but, believing the navigation to be dangerous

on account of sand-bars, did not go up the river. In the following month he •

anchored off Manhattan Island, and subsequently ascended the river which

still bears his name. In Otilober, of the same year, he returned to Holland with '

a report and chart of his discoveries. In the next year, 1610, some merchants

of Amsterdam, acTing as partners, freighted a ship and sent her to Manhattan to

trade with the natives. 'I'liis adventure proving profitable, they obtained from

the ^tates-General exclusive authority for four years to trade on the North River

and its vicinity. In 1614, the Dutch built Fort Amsterdam, on the southern point

of Manhattan, and, at a later period. Fort Orange on an island near Albany.

At these places they enjoyed a monopoly of trade with the Indians for several

years. In 1621, the States of Holland granted a charter for twenty-four years to

the West India Company, whh exclusive powers and privileges. The business

of the company was commercial. To successfully prosecute it, colonization was

necessary. Hitherto the Dutch had only e.stablished trading-posts in America;

but from this time efforts were made to settle the country, both on the Hudson

and the Delaware,* or South River, as it was then called. It was under the

auspices of this Company that the first Dutch colonists landed on the shores of

the Delaware, in 1623. They came from Holland under the leadership of Cor-

nelius May. 'rhey brought with them merchandise and the means of defense,

and sailed up the river as far as Gloucester Point, New Jersey, about four miles

So called in honor of the l-nglish peer of that name who entered the bay one year after iu

discovery by Hudson.
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11 . INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

south from Philadelphia. Here May landed and built Fort Nassau. This ad-

venture was not prolitable. De Vries, it is conjeiRured, came over from Holland

in the spring of i6ji, with a sliip and a yacht, laden with cattle, grain, seeds and

'agricultural implements. His people settled near Cape Henlopen, on Lewes

Creek, which he named Hoorn-kill, probably after Hoorn, a port in north Hol-

land. He built a trading-house, or fort, and leaving one of the emigrants in

command returned home. This colony was destined to be of short duration.

Soon after the departure of De Vries, a quarrel arose between the Dutch and the

Indians, which speedily terminated in the slaughter of all the former, thirty-two

in number.

De Vries came over again in 1633, to see the charred remains of his fort on

Lewes Creek and the bones of his murdered countrymen, and sailed up to Fhri

Nassau, only to find it in the possession of the natives, its former occupants

having mostly removed over to Fort Amsterdam. Thus, it will be seen that from

the date of Hudson’s discovery, 1609, up to the time of De Vries’ second visit,

every attempt of the Dutch to plant a colony on the Delaware had ended in

failure and disappointment. Their settlements on Manhattan Island, and on tlje

North River, in the meantime, had been more prosperous, and continued to grow

in population and wealth until all their possessions in America, called New

Netherlands, were finally surrendered to the English, under the treaty between

the States-General and England, of the 9th of February, 1674.

Gustavus Adolphus, the soldier-king of Sweden, and the champion of the

Protestant cause in I'urope, in the early part of the seventeenth century, had

projet^Ied a plan of sending out a colony to America, which he did not live to

carry into execution, having fallen in the battle of Lutzen, in 1632, in the

zenith of his fame
;
but his distinguished Chancellor, Oxenstiern, faithful to the

memory of his king, and having confidence in the success of the enterprise, pre-

vailed on Queen Christina, the daughter of Gustavus, to give it her patronage.

Peter Minuit, who had been Governor of New Amsterdam, and had lately quar-

relled with the Dutch Company and been dismissed from his office, was

sele(5led to take charge of the expedition, and under his diretflion two vessels,

the “Key of Calmar” and the “Griffin,” were equipped for the service. They

were stored with provisions, with arms and ammunition, and with merchandise for
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. HI.

trade. They arrived in the early spring of 1638, and sailed up the Delaware.

The colonists disembarked at “The Rocks,” on Minquas Creek, where they at

once eredled a fort, naming it, in honor of their youthful Queen, Fort Christina.

By the public records at Stockholm, it appears that in 1640, several companies

' of emigrants left Sweden for the new colony. One ship, called the Fredenburg,

laden with men, cattle, and implements of husbandry, was licensed by the Swed-

’ ish authorities to proceed to New Sweden, as they called the country on the west

side of the Delaware. Peter Minuit, the' first Governor, died in 1641, and was

succeeded by Hollendare, a native Swede and a soldier by profession, who was

soon followed by Johii Printz, a lieutenant-colonel in the service of the Queen.

Governor Printz came out with a little squadron of two ships of war and a

transport, having on board soldiers and a large number of emigrants, and arrived

at Christina on the 15th of February, 1643. In seeking a location for his colony

he found a spot, a short distance above where Chester now stands, called ty the

Indians, Tenacong, since known as Tinicum, and, still later, as The Lazaretto.

In his commission he was styled Governor of New Sweden. His instru(5Iipns,

dated at Stockholm, August 15, 1642, point out, in detail, his official duties*

Among other things, he is direcfled:

“ ist. To promote, by the most zealous endeavors, a sincere piety towards

Almighty God, in all respedls. To maintain the public worship according to the

docflrines and rites of the National Church. To support a proper ecclesiastical

discipline. To urge iustnudion and virtuous education of youth and children.

To mlininister justice according to Swedish laws in decision of controversies, and

penalties on offenders—even capital, on atrocious malefadlors—but not without a

scrupulous examination, and the approbation of his counsellors, whom he was to

choose amongst the wisest and best men in the colony. To preserve, so far as

pra(51 icable, the manners and customs of Sweden, accommodating them, in some

cases, to existing circumstances. To promote diligently all profitable branches

of industry.” Particular attention is to be given to agriculture, and to the raising

of cattle and sheep. He is also to create a traffic for peltry, with the Indians,

and to explore the country for valuable kinds of woods and metals.

“2d. Relating to the Dutch and English. 'With the first mentioned he was to

cultivate a friendly intercourse, but positively to deny their pretended right to any
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IV. INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

part of the land on the west side of the river, purchased by the Swedes from the

Indians; * * * * * and he was authorized, if all friendly negotiation

proved fruitless, to repel force by force.” ***** “Some English fami-

lies, about sixty persons, having settled in the preceding year, (1641) on Ferken’s

Creek,” (now Salem) *****«.
ijg receive them under allegiance

to the Swedish Crown, but rather by gentle means endeavor to elTedl their de-

parture, as more expeilient for the interest of her Majesty, and of the Company.”

Soon after the anival of Printz, the struggle began between the Dutch and the

Swedes for the control of the territory on the west shore of the Delaware, from

the Schuylkill to Cape Henlopen, the former claiming by right of discovery and

settlement, the latter by settlement and purchase from the Indians. The Dutch

also bought land from the natives and erected Fort Cassimir, at the place whiere

New Castle now stands, Printz, apprehensive of trouble from this fort, »nd per-

haps to solicit aid from the home government, returned to Sweden in 1652, or

1653, leaving his son-in-law in temporary command of the colony. Before his

departure, Printz had built Fort Elfsborg, at the mouth of Salem Creek, on the

east side of the Delaware, but this was abandoned, after the eredlion of Fort Cassi-

mir, on the pretence that it was untenable on account of the mosquitoes, and was

called, in ridicule, Fort Mosciuito. He had also built Fort New Gottenburg at

Tinicum.

Printz was succeeded by Governor Rising, who came over iit a man-of-war,

with a military engineer, olhcers, and soldiers. Rising captured Fort Cassimir,

the garrison being unprepared for defense, and capitulating on favorable terms,'^

About the middle of August, 1655, Governor Peter Stuyvesant, with a squad-

ron of seven ships and transports, containing six or seven hundred men, sailed

jfrom New Amsterdam and arrived in the Delaware, on the 30th. On the ist of

September he recaptured Fort Cassimir, and on the 14th took possession of P'ort

Christina, without opposition, the Swedes being pracflically defenseless against

the superior forces of the Dutch. All the other possessions of the .Swedes, on the

Delaware, fell into the hands of the Dutch at this time, and thenceforth the

Swedish colony existed only in history.

John Paul Ja(piet was the first Dutch Governor on the Delaware. The country
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was divided into two colonies; one of these, including Christina, and extending

from Christina to Eambo-Hook, was called the “ Colony of the Company,” and

the other, extending north, up the Delaware, to the extent of the settlement,

was called “ The Colony of the City.” Lands in the ‘‘Colony of the City,” were

^
conveyed in Amsterdam, by the Burgomasters and Council; deeds for land in

the Company’s Colony were executed by directors and commissioners. Jacob

Alrich, December 19, 1656, was appointed Governor of the City Colony, by the

Burgomasters and Council, and fixed his residence at New Amstel.* October

28th, 1658, William Beekman was appointed Governor over the Company’s

Colony, to reside at Altona, now Wilmington. lie administered the affairs of the

Company, regulated the trade, levied the customs payable on all vessels arriving

at New Amstel, and superintended the Swedes.
^

The number of Swedish families in the colony at this time was 130, as |iscer-

tained by an official return, and they made a majority of the whole population.

Allowing six persons to a family, there were probably not more than 1200 Euro-

peans on the Delaware in 1659, including women and minors.

At first there was an attempt made to drive out the Swedes. Governor Stuf-

vesant ordered them to remove, notwithstanding that some of them had been in

the country for more than twenty years, had cleared lands, built houses and

planted orchards. They were a quiet, peaceable and inoffensive people. The

parent government had declined in military power and national influence, and was

no longer able to aid them in regaining the control of the country. They refused

to go, and Governor Beekman not having any inclination to enforce Stuyvesant's

order, nothing more was heard of it. In a few years the Dutch and Swedes, by

family alliances, formed one people. The language of the Dutch had such affin-

ity to the Swedish, that their children soon understood the religious services in

the Swedes’ Church and finally joined in their worship. The Dutch had no regu-

lar ministry among them. The Swedes, on the contrary, were careful to maintain

public worship as regularly as their isolated situation would admit; and consti-

tuting so much the larger portion of the population, especially about Christina, the

rising generation of the Dutch lost their national language and chara(5Ier so

entirely, that, in 1697, Rudman, who had just arrived from Sweden, as a mission-

*Now New Castle.



'rn,>v" ^/‘so]ou<ToK'VV‘i •

r/fa >o t«('> ;aoifnHVo ow* tmii

hai- <’.0 &**i> (acfo:>v 3i{) h^a.vj .;^9;,:H oj ^-nui'4':i aun\

sHi 'J« ti .
': ^ rjiis oi ,E-i«v,;,f3 (T -rU i>o ;^nij>n‘^/-<i'> ivjiiw' 5 ii>

wv »o '' '-rfT !tyit.r> v-c' /

tsH-rf? xU i»nft A iti fisyjvftu.:

•l. -iE} X'"'
’ • vr-f XM'ioO .-

xf'ri <<f .'{wAoVj x-!n srd.i --: .r> ! o-^ .v't wJff. >i»*Aj rfjiilA

'tMoliO 'r- V: ,>•>: vi.'^ioi /;;! Kr/i ,i '>;iW.i i'-Tij *i.

•.>; UV<;* ?r.'^ ’-I

•i,tj W ?.ik'T^ >n uio)M.; r»1 iVST ’A-ti '
Jft '•l»5-e-*' o»

S' r> jv'itjE; ,^h V •
. <ii ’K* jj*!*

' jrf* ^ >/r<) 'Jii; »:X’*'** i***''*'^

?. .jsjir-vt. ^-u“ii 4^-.*/»Vuljrtr--.*<iU.i ln’t v,slrl tft

-•;>r*eji|. VS ,0^1 aa?ir S’!*'' vwlj 'ii yfKttiaj s-i^ j<i .•!? Jo K^'^tnu sj' f

.•:oi)fikj‘jiy.T ‘jtiii^.'tf 'to \ .Oi '{>./; I A
x-*'

' a< i-<': ,i*’''tv ... it.-,
.s^ \»f ‘--mir.-

r,^:it?] 002T s»ym it-a' ’ifj:,., ' yv. .M i; f. nMozif^i^ :-". A

.eioaira' r^iffp'i/ ai t> /;i u .u.. ;'!:ft 3q

-^u7& tni'i'»vo3i Muljwii .',r );J6 -v'ri!' oi i»s* w»w voili j^ui i/.

M fii-HJ NiJ vrirfr'}0; .-vut^vi vi Jyn>I>io

i>u4. Ififftl ’,«bii^l : bni' ( pn-wii f?cil) : ?0(#i j Rfo> ©fii

H;T '>yx>/J ftcif/i M: 'iUift;. :)E»Cj , ; Up 9 ti'iP'V/ hst<w.f<:j

hnj> .svii.'TiifiaJ i.-iiw 10 ii:;* i.t..ri }.»»iiiq
'

,
wp)i ^.

_

, h. .snjuuop .*t<i (iHfr • -.•
;i

im-i-'n u*' [ff>jJ\!tfff(fl oUU. *‘i;plo! u<|

a'ii! ^-t!:!V 0} ; ’(.I/., prtivriij v/vv*' KMf'* » '- l/fU. /;

X<i fua rtj{; -n/i >; wy'i wl ,Ji i . ''Ulilfl «<.;>.( V's/4 -iv

•iUfjfi K;3t*2 fcAil' awjj 'lv>
.' 'yrf'V yliinyl

pi yo'.4vi3 . * .'ii;; Ik Q 1.^19 nOs ?. f t> .'x? ui^] ot yJi

• 1;,,,^^ b:-4 rluyLl *>sCV .'piij 'O.v ibcL oi l)vn!n[ \t(', 't^ ba- 2v?* ''W<' a4i

BUjnuia 01 fuVjio i>jrjw y;Ii ito ri;^ ji'T .iii 3io ^oo-'U Vll^i'U.il "ti'.

-^i»'a»Ci fciiii {li'J ib*'. «ciJj *lb l)d)iJo<i tbifl 'iv: r*H>P>7 ,' ''a'loq

Jwo-J.: '! i“rjd4?9 ,n<>i«ft!xjquq 4'. '»; :n.ii'uv[ :,<"oil rzh xloua. <»a jaibi

On bftr. i>’4/iuj)ao( Ib.t. lijict liyrl'J <fc.»iuU vio lo ^!H8n

'fiolioilrt a 8j>( jAwb'^v/? zfjoiii h^vhrB jabf L«;f vHp .iU;mfiK>> ,*v^» fi .W'-ft ,yb»t'.M 3
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ary, says; “ We live scattered among the English, yet our language is preserved

as pure as anywhere in Sweden.” {Ferris' Original Settlements on the Delaware,

no.)

On August 27, 1664, New Amsterdam was surrendered to the English, and the

remainder of the New Netherlands was soon subjected to the same authority.

Colonel Nicholls assumed the administration of the territory on the west side of

the Delaware, as Covernor, under the Duke of York, to whom it had been grant-

ed by Charles II. on March 12, 1664. The Dutch, in August, 1673, recaptured

all the New Netherlands, and once more in possession of their old domain in

America, reestablished the government under their own officers. But, in the

following year, on the conclusion of the war between England and the States-

General, by the treaty of Westminister, made February 19, 1674, the com^try

was restored to the English.

#

On the 4th of March, 1680, Charles II. granted to William Penn the province

of Pennsylvania, and on the 24th of August, in the same year, the Duke of York

conveyed to Penn the “ territories of Pennsylvania,” or “ the three lower counties

on Delaware.” Sir Edmund Andross was the last Governor, under the Di\|ce

of York, who exercised authority over Delaware, his administration ending on

the establishment of the Ihoprietary Government. Courts had been established

in each of the Counties, and the Governor, as the deputy of the Duke, issued

patents for locating lands, and executed deeds.

Penn first landed at New Castle, on the 24th of October, 1682, and after

formally taking possession of the country, proceeded to Upland, now Chester,

and on the 4th of November summoned an Assembly, to consist of an equal

number of members for the province and the three lower counties, according to

the l6th article of the frame of government which had been made before his

departure from England, with the approval of the authorities there. At this

Assembly an act of union was passed, annexing the three lower counties, at their

own request, to the province, in all matters of legislation. Also an adl of settle-

ment, confirming certain laws agreed on in England, with some alterations, was

passed in form. The Dutch, Swedes, and other foreigners were then naturalized,

and the Assembly adjourned, after a session of three days. The Legislature was

composed of a Provincial Council and Assembly, called the General Assembly,
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the members of which were ekaed by the freemen of the Province and Territo-

ries, three for each county for the Council, and nine for the Assembly. The
counties were named Philadelphia, Bucks, and Chester; New Castle, Kent, and

Sussex. The Governor and Provincial Council were to prepare and propose to the

General Assembly all bills which they should jointly assent to, “ not inconsistent

with the powers granted by the King’s letters patent to the Proprietary and Gov-

ernor aforesaid.”

Thus was instituted, under favorable auspices, the government of Penn.

In 1684, Governor Penn was compelled to return to England to look after his

own and the interests of his infant colony, and delegated his powers for two

years to a commission, of which Thomas Lloyd was President. This commissic^n

was afterwards renewed from time to time, as Penn did not revisit the Province

until the autumn of 1699. In the meanwhile, dissensions took place befVveen

the Province and the Territories, growing out of the jealousies and differences of
(

sentiment between them, which finally culminated in a separation.

The principal grievance of the Representatives of Delaware, as appears by*

their protest, dated at Philadelphia, the first of the second month, 1691, seems

to have been “ the encroachments made upon their rights and privileges by the

Province, in imposing officers upon them, without their consent or approbation.”

Later still, they complained of the burthens imposed upon them by the union

with the Province, in that their part of the expenses of the government was

greatly increased, without any corresponding benefit, and finally, after the rising

of the General Assembly, on the 28th of 0(fIober, 1701, the Province and Ter-

ritories never again joined in aifis of legislation. Penn endeavored to reconcile

the opposing bodies, but without success, and at last consented to their separation,

giving to each its own government, in case they could not agree. Penn sailed

for England again at the close of the year 1701, having constituted Andrew

Hamilton his deputy, and James Logan, secretary.

Hamilton died in December, 1702, and the greater part of his administration

had been employed in endeavoring to effe<51 a union between the Province and

the Territories, under the new ch.arter of privileges granted by Penn just before

he left the country, and under which a way was opened for the return of the

I^:
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Territories; but the fatter still complained that they were outnumbered and out-

voted in the Assembly. They expressed their willingness to reunite in legislation

with the Province, under the new charter, dated at Philadelphia, the 28th of

Odiober, 1701, as they understood it: “That is to say; If the Province will join

with us in representing the same by four members out of each county, so that our

representatives may be equal in number, conform to the second article of the

said charter, and the ancient use and pradice of this government.” The new

charter had left the choice of union or separation open for three years, and this

proposition of the Territories was made the 13th of April, 1704. The offer was

refused by the PYovince.

As exhibiting the comparative wealth of the Territories with the Province, the

sums raised by a tax of one penny in the pound, in the fifth year of the reigil of

William and Mary, for the support of the government, show no great disparity

between the two. The amounts paid by the different counties were as follows;

Philadelphia,

New Castle, 143 15 o ,

Sussex, loi I 9 *
j

Kent, . 88 2 10

Chester, 65 o 7

Bucks, 48 4 I

John Evans, on the death of Hamilton, was appointed Deputy Governor by the

lYoprietor, with the Queen's royal approbation, and anived in the Province, in

December, 1703. Failing, like his predecessor, to effed a reunion, he, in the

latter part of 1704, met the Assembly of the lower counties, at New Castle,

which was the first to ad independently of the Province, and thenceforward

the separation was complete. The first law recorded under his administration

was “An ad about seven years possession,” and was “ enaded by the honorable

John Evans, Esq., with Her Majesty’s Royal approbation, Lieutenant-Governor

of the Counties of New Castle, Kent, and Su-Ssex, on Delaware, and Province

of Pennsylvania, by and with the advice and consent of the freemen of the said

Counties, in General Assembly met, and by the authority of the same.” This

was in 1704. And in this style the legislation of the Counties was conduded

under successive Lieutenant-Governors, until John Penn was appointed “Gov-

;
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. IX.

ernor and Commander-in-Chief of the Counties,” &c., in 1773. The last ad to

which he gave his official approval, passed Odober 28, 1775, was a supplement

to “An a(T for the more effectual ascertaining and fixing the limits of the several

counties within this government, and for remedying some inconveniences that

.may arise by the late establishment of the boundaries and divisional lines be-

tween the same and Maryland.

The Colonial government ended with the Declaration of Independence by the

Congress of the United States, on the fourth of July, 1776, and with remarkable

promptitude a Convention was called and a State government organized under a

Constitution entitled ” The Constitution or System of Government, agreed to and

resolved upon by the Representatives in full Convention of the Delaware State,

formerly styled the Government of the Counties of New Castle, Kent, and Su!t-

sex, upon Delaware, the said Representatives being chosen by the Freemen of the

said State for that express purpose.” This instrument bears date the 20th of Sep-

tember, 1776, and tlie first eletflion for members of the General Assembly was

held on the 21st of Oiflober following, in the court-houses in the several coun-

ties. The first session of the new legislature met at “New Castle-on-Delaware,”

•

Odiober 28, 1776.

The Council of Delaware, the minutes of whose proceedings, from 1776 to

1792, are contained in the following pages, was a part of the legislative body of

the State, corresponding to what is now called the Senate. It was organized

under the Constitution of 1776, and continued in existence until the Constitution

of 1792 went into operation. It was composed of nine members, three from each

county, who were required to be freeholders and twenty-five years of age, and

were elected by the people in such manner that one-third of the Council was

elected every year. The other branch was called the House of Assembly, con-

taining seven members from each county, elected annually. The Legislature

was known as the General Assembly of Delaware. A President, or Chief Magis-

trate, was chosen on joint ballot by both houses, and in case of his death, inabil-

ity, or absence from the State, the Speaker of the Council exercised the powers of

President until a new appointment by the General Assembly.

A Privy Council, of four members, was chosen by ballot, two by each House,

whose duties appear to have been to advise with the President in relation to

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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X. INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

embodying the militia, calling special meetings of the General Assembly, in

making appointments to certain offices, and in filling vacancies in others until a

new election.

Some few omissions will be observed in the printed pages, which could not

be supplied with accuracy, owing to the accidental mutilation of the original

manuscript journal, but enough has been preserved intact to form a record of his-

torical value.

John McKinly was the first President chosen for the prescribed term of three

years, from Feburary, 1777, but his administration was cut short by his capture

by the British, at Wilmington, at the close of the battle of Brandywine, on the

nth of September, in the same year. On March 30, 1778, it is recorded, that,

“ Whereas his Excellency John McKinly, our worthy President, taken^ by the

enemy in September last, still remains a prisoner, with little prospe<5I of exchange

shortly, and the Speaker of Council, who acfls as Vice-President, requesting to be

relieved from the duties of that office,” etc., thereupon the two houses, on the

next day, by joint ballot, elected Caesar Rodney for the full term of three ye^trs.

He was succeeded by John Dickinson, on November 13, 1781, who continued in

office until his eletflion as President of the Supreme Executive Council of Penn-

sylvania. Governor Dickinson, as we learn from his valedi<5lory to the legislature,

had designed before this to remove his family to Wilmington and make that place

his permanent residi nce. This purpose was afterwards carried out. He resided

in Wilmington during the latter years of his life, and on his death was interred in

the burial ground attached to the Friends’ Meeting House, at the corner of 4th

and Washington streets. The Vice-President filled the office until February ist,

1783, when Nicholas Vandyke was elected, who served a full term, and was

succeeded by Thomas Collins, on whose death, Joshua Clayton was elected, and

he was the last President or Governor under the Constitution of 1776.

Among the many interesting subjeifls and measures brought before the Council,

not the least important were the joint resolutions in relation to the calling of a

Convention to ratify the Constitution of the United States, which were adopted,

November 10, 1787. An election for Delegates to the Convention was ordered

for Monday, the 26th of the same month, and the Convention was to assemble at
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. XI.

Dover, on the Monday following. As a fact of history, the Convention was held,

and ratified the Constitution, without a dissenting voice, on the 7th of December,

but the journals of the Convention have been lost, and we have no further record

of its proceedings than that the ratification was duly certified to Congress. One

of the joint resolutions, just mentioned, requests the particular attention of the

Convention to “ the proposition submitted to the General Assembly, by petition

from divers of the freemen resident in the upper part of this State, of ceding to

the United States a distrid within the State for the seat of the Government of the

United States, and for the exclusive legislation of Congress.”

On October 25, 1788, George Read and Richard Bassett were elected to rep-

resent the State in the Senate of the United States. They were the first Senators

from Delaware.
#

If the limits of this note permitted a more detailed reference to the many mat-

ters of historical interest contained in the “ Minutes,” it would be a pleasing task

to make mention of some incidents connedled with the progress of the Revolution-

ary War, the recruiting of troops, furnishing supplies, etc.; of the wise and judi-

cious legislation of those early days, and of the reputation and ability of the men

who served in our state and national governments. It will be observed by the

most casual reader that, in the orderly condudl of business, in the careful delibera-

tion given to every measure, in provident care for a most uncertain future, in the

dignified tone and scholarly style of their public papers, and in the prompt and

efficient discharge of official duly, the legislators of 1776-92, will bear a favorable

comparison with any of later times, either in or out of the State.
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL.

OCTOBER, 1776.





MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL
OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE,
Monday,. October 28th, 1776. \

At a meeting of the Council, one of the branches of the Legis-
lature for the Delaware State, it appears, by the returns of the

Sheriffs and Inspectors of the Counties of New Castle, Kent and
Sussex, that on the 21st c^y of October, instant, at the usual

places of election for the said counties, the following gentlemen
were chosen members thereof, with the number of votes annexed*
and following each name, to wit

:

FOR NEW CASTLE COUNTY.

George Read, with 280 votes.

Nicholas Vandyke, with 246 votes.

Richard Cantwell, with 244 votes.

FOR KENT COUNTY.

Thomas Collins, with 645 votes.

James Sykes, with 642 votes.

Richard Bassett, with 639 votes.

FOR SUSSEX COUNTY.

John Wiltbank, with 542 votes.
,

William Polk, with 541 votes.

Daniel Dingee, with 541 votes.

And the names being called over, they all appeared except

Richard Cantwell, Esq.

Council adjourned till to-morrow, 3 o’clock, P. M.

2
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lO MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Tuesday, P. M., October 29th, 1776.

Council met. Present all the members, who proceeded to
the choice of a Speaker, when George Read was unanimously
chosen.

The Speaker, in the Chair, Mr. Slator Clay was appointed
Clerk, and Robert Booth, Doorkeeper.

Then the Speaker, in the Chair, and afterwards all the mem-
bers, took and subscribed the oath and the declaration prescribed
by the Constitution or system of government formed by the late

Convention for this State.* •

On motion.

Resolved, That a quorum of this Council shall consist of five

members, including the Speaker.

On motion,

Ordered, That Messrs. Bassett and Vandyke be a committee

* The oath, ami the declaration of faith, here and subsequently mentioned, are

recorded and sij^ned in a “ Book of Qualifications,” as follows;

1 [A. B.
1
will hear true allej^iance to the Uelaw'are State, submit to its Consti-

tution anil Laws, and do no act, wittiiij’ly, w'hereby the freedom thereof may be

prejudiced.

I [A, B.] do profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ his only Son,

and in the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for evermore; and I do acknowledge

the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by Divine In-

spiration.

GEO. READ, Speaker.

NICH’S VANDYKE.
R’D CANTWELL.
THOS. COLLINS.
JAMES SYKES.
RICHARD BASSETT.
JOHN WILTBANK.
WM. FOLK.
DAN. DINGEE.
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THE DELAWARE STATE, I 776. II

to report a set of Rules for conducting the business of this
Council.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., October 30th, 1776.

Council met. Present all the members.

Slator Clay attended and took and subscribed a qualification

for the faithful execution of the office of Clerk of this Council,
and that he will not disclose or reveal the secrets thereof*

*

The committee appointed to report a set of Rules for conduct-
ing the business of this Council brought in their report, which, by
order, was read and agreed to, and follows in these words, to wU:

RULES TO BE OBSERVED BY MEMBERS OF COUN-.

CIL DURING THE SITTING THEREOF.

1. That all members of Council shall appear at the calling

over their respective names at every adjournment.

2. That no member of Council shall be allowed to speak to

any one matter or thing above three times, without license from

the Speaker first had and obtained, and that no member pre-

sume to speak in the House sitting, but direct his discourse to

the Speaker standing.

3. That no member of Council shall presume to speak or in-

terrupt any other member whilst he is speaking.

*The oath here mentioned is given in the “ Hook of Qualifications,” as follows:

I, Slator Clay, do swear that I will faithfully, according to the best of my abili-

ties, perform the office of Clerk of the Council of the Delaware State, and that I

will not disclose or reveal the secrets thereof.

SLATOR CLAY.
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2 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

4. That no member go out of the House during the sitting

thereof and continue thereout above the space of half an hour
without leave first had and obtained.

5. That where any question is put in Council that may cause
'a debate, the names of the members who are for the affirmative,

and also those who are for the negative, be set down at large on
the minutes, being first moved for by one or more of the mem-
bers thereof.

The Speaker laid on the table a letter addressed from the Hon-
orable John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress, inclosing

sundry resolutions respecting the augmentation and reenlistment

of the Continental army during the war, which were read and
laid on the table for consideration.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock. \

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met. Present all the members.

A committee from the House of Assembly, attending at the

door, were admitted and delivered the following verbal message,

to wit

:

That the House of Assembly requested the Council to appoint

a committee to confer with a committee of their House on the

subject matter of making a Great Seal for this State, and with-

drew.

The Council, taking the same into consideration.

Resolved

^

That Messrs. Sykes and Vandyke be appointed a

committee from this House to confer with the committee of the

House of Assembly on the subject of forming a device and

making a Great Seal for this State.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly and

inform them of the said appointment.
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Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly, according to order, and informed them
of the same appointment.

' The Council entered upon the consideration of the letter from
the President of Congress and the resolutions inclosed therewith,
and thereupon

j

i

Resolved^ That the following message be transcribed, signed
|

by the Speaker, and sent to the House of Assembly, that is to
j

say :
,

I

Gentlemen

:

I

A letter from the Honorable Mr. Hancock, as 'President of ^

the Congress, inclosing sundry resolutions of that body respect- 1

ing the augmentation and reenlistment of the Continental army
during the continuance of the war, being laid before us, we think

it our duty to give you this immediate information thereof, send-

ing herewith the letter and its inclosures, and as this business is

of the greatest importance, we wish that it might be proceeded
upon in the most effectual and expeditious way, and therefore

propose to your honorable House the appointment of committees

by both Houses to confer upon the subject matter of the said letter « .

and resolutions of Congress, who may severally report upon this

business.

Ordered, That Mr. Collins wait on the House of Assembly
with this message and the President’s letter with its inclosures.

A committee from the House of A.ssembly, attending, were

admitted and delivered the following verbal message, that is to

say :

That Messrs. McKean, Cook and Robinson were appointed a

committee by the House of Assembly to confer with the com-
mittee of Council on the forming a device and making a Great

Seal for this State, and that they were then ready to attend the

conference.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, October 31st, 1776.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Collins reported that he had waited on the House of As-
sembly and delivered the messag^e aforesaid, with the President
of Congress’s letter and its inclosures, according to order.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted^ and delivered a written message from that House,
as follows, to wit

:

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

'

“This house has taken into consideration your message relating
“ to the enlistment of a Battalion in this State to continue in the

“service of the United States of America during the present
“ war, together with the letter from the President of the Congress
“and its inclosures, and thereupon appointed Messrs. Robinson,
“ Ridgely and McKean a committee to confer with a committee
“ of your honorable House on the subject matter thereof, at such
“ time and place as your House shall appoint.*’

And the same being taken into consideration,

Ordered, That Messrs. Sykes, Vandyke and Collins be a com-
mittee to confer with the eommittce appointed by the House of

Assembly on the subject matter of the message aforesaid, to meet

at the house of Mr. Anderson this afternoon.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
and inform them of this appointment.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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' Friday, November ist, 1776.

Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Vandyke reported that he had waited on the House of
Assembly, according to order, and informed them of the ap-
pointment of the committee of Council as aforesaid.

.Some of the members desiring leave to attend committees,
adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Saturday, November 2d, 1776.

Council met.

The committee appointed to confer with a committee of the

House of Assembly respecting the raising of a Battalion from
this .State to ser\ e in the Army of the United States of America
during the present war, uj)on the terms mentioned in the resolu-

tions of Congress, made their report, which, by order, was read
the first time.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the resolutions of that

House upon the report of their committee respecting the raising

of the battalion aforesaid to serve during the present war, for the

approbation and concurrence of the Council, which, by order,

was read the first time.

On motion,

By special order, as well the report of the committee of Council

as the resolutions of the House of Assembly aforesaid, were read
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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OFl6

second time, and after some debate had thereon, the further con-
sideration of the same was deferred till the afternoon.

The committee appointed to confer with a committee of As-
sembly on the subject matter of forming a device and making a
Great Seal for this State, brought in tlieir report, which, by
order, was read the first time.

On application of Mr. Collins for leave of absence till Monday
afternoon, the same was granted.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock.

\

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Collins.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a resolution of that

House upon the report of the committees of conference respect-

ing the forming of a device and making a Great Seal for this

Stat(^ which, by order, was read the first time.

On motion,

By special order, the same was read a second time and con-

curred in, and is in the words following, to wit

:

^'Resolved, That a committee of one member from each House
“be appointed to procure, as soon as possible, a silver seal of

“the diameter of three inches and of a circular form, and that

“there be engraven “Britannia” on the right side thereof, and
“on the left, opposite to her, “Liberty,” (in the usual shapes)

“with a label proceeding from Britannia to Liberty in these

“words : “Go to America ;” and that there be engraven on the

“top, the shape of a book, having these words therein : “The
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“ Bill of Rights and at the bottom another book having these
“ words therein: “The System of Government and that there
“shall be an inscription round the same, near the edge or ex-
“tremity thereof, in the words following, in capital letters:

“x‘THE GREAT SEAL OF THE DELAWARE STATE,’
“with the figures 1776.

^'‘Resolved, That Mr. McKean be appointed on the part of this
“ House for the* purpose above mentioned.”

On motion,

Resolved^ That Mr. Sykes be appointed on the part of the

Council for the carrying the resolution aforesaid into execution.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly,
with the concurrence of Council to their resolution, and inform

that House of the appointment of Mr. Sykes to join with ^r.
McKean in procuring the Great Seal for this State.

The Council resumed the consideration of the resolutions of .the

House of Assembly respecting the raising a battalion from this

State to serve during the war in the Army of the United States, .

and after some time spent therein it was deferred till Monday'
next.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

3
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Monday, November 4th, 1776.

Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs. Cant-
well and Collins.

Mr. Vandyke reported that he had waited on the House of
Assembly, according- to order, and informed them of the appoint-
ment of Mr. Sykes to join Mr. McKean in procuring a Great
Seal for this State.

The Council resumed the consideration of the resolutions (j>f the

House of Asseini)ly respecting the raising a battalion from this

State to serve during the war in the Army of the UnitetJ States,

and divers amendments being proposed and agreed to, the same
were transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Sykes wait on the House of Assembly with

the said resolutions, and amendments proposed by this Hoylse,

for their consideration and concurrence.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, November 5th, 1776.

Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Cantwell

and Mr. Collins.

Mr. Sykes reported that he had waited on the House of As-

sembly, according to order, with their resolutions respecting the

raising a battalion from this State, and the amendments thereto

proposed by this House, for their consideration and concurrence.
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A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and returned the amendments proposed by the
Council to resolutions respecting the raising a battalion from this

State, to all of which the House of Assembly agreed except those
in the fourth resolution, to which that House proposed further
\iinendments, and the same being taken into consideration were
acceded to by the Council.

Whereupon Mr. Vandyke was ordered to wait on the House
of Assembly with the concurrence of Council to the said resolu-
tions, which are as follows, to wit :

“ I. Resolved, That one battalion be enlisted from this State
“ to serve during the present war, agreeable to the resolutions of
“Congress of the i6th of September last.

^

“2. That a member be appointed by each House to repair

“forthwith to the camps in New York and New Jersey an^ in-

“ quire into the condition of the battalions there under the com-
“ maud of the Cols. Haslet and Patterson, and obtain a list of
“such officers in Col. Haslet’s Battalion as are willing to continue
“ in the service during the present war on the terms proposed by
“Congress; and also a list of such officers in Col. Patterson’s
“ Battalion as may be desirous of supplying vacancies, if any
“such shall be.

“ 3. That the said two commissioners be instructed to consult

“and advise with General Washington resj^ecting the promotion
“anti appointment of officers in the battalion to be enlisted as
“ afore.saitl.

“4. That the said commi.ssioners be furnished with blank
“ commissions from Congre.ss, and that they, having the appro-
“ bation of General Washington, may fill up the same with the

“names of such ofticers as choose to continue in the service,

“giving preference to the officers in Col. Haslet’s Battalion of

“regulars, deficiencies to be made up out of the list of officers

“belonging to Col. Pattensoii’s Battalion.

“5. That the commi.ssioners take the most speedy and ef-

“ fectual measures to j)iocure the enlistment of such non-com-
“ missioned officers and privates in the two battalions aforesaid

“as may be willing to engage in the service during the war on
‘

‘ the terms proposed by Congress.
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20 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

“ 6. That the said commissioners make particular inquiry into
“ the condition of the clothin^q arms and blankets of the soldiers
“ belonj:^in^t^ to the said battalions, and report the same to the
“ General Assembly as soon as possible.

“ On motion,

“ Resolved, That Col. Samuel West be appointed on the part
“of this House a commissioner for the purposes aforesaid.”

Adjourned till to-morrow, lo o’clock.

Wednesday, November 6th, 1776.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair the orders and resolu-

tion following, to wit :

“ On motion,

“ Ordered, That Mr. Thompson, Mr. Lockwood, and Mr.
“ liradley be a committee to adjust and settle the accounts of the
“ Military Treasurers of the several Counties in this State, and
“ report the same to this House.

“ On motion,

“ Ordered, That Messrs. Thompson, Lockwood, and Bradley
“be a committee to adjust and settle the pay and accounts of the

“officers appointed in the said Third Battalion proposed to have
“been raised in this .State by the late Convention thereof.

^'Resolved, That the accounts of the signers of the last emis-

“sion of paper currency, and of those persons who attended the

“press, etc., be referred for adjustment to the above mentioned
“ committee.
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“ Ordered, That Mr. Riclgely wait on the Council with a copy
“of the above orders and resolution and propose to them the ap-
“pointment of a committee of Council to join with the committee
“of this House in the business aforesaid, if they think proper.”

,
And the same being read and considered were concurred in,

and thereupon Messrs. Sykes and Dingee were appointed to join

the committee named by the House of Assembly in the settle-

ments of the several accounts aforesaid, and that they report the

same to this House.

The Council proceeded to the nomination of one of their

members to repair to the camps in New York and New Jersey,

agreeable to the resolutions of yesterday, when Lieut. -Col. Col-

lins was unanimously appointed. '

Ordered, That Mr. Wiltbank wait on the House of Assembly
with a copy of the appointment of Col. Collins aforesaid, and
also with the concurrence of Council to the foregoing resolution

and orders of the House of Assembly.

Mr. Wiltbank reported that he had waited on the House of

Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

A committee from the House of Assembly, attending at the

door, were admitted, and delivered to the Chair a bill entitled

“An act to render certain bills of credit a legal tender within

this State, and to jjrevent the counterfeiting of the same and

other bills of credit.”

Also, a “ Bill for printing and emitting fifteen thousand pounds
on bills of credit of this State, to be let out on loan; and lor

striking the further sum of ten thousand pounds in such bills for

the use of this State, and for providing a fund for sinking the

same.’*

Which, by order, were read the first time.

A committee from the House of Assembly, attending at the

door, were admitted and delivered to the Chair the following

propositions, to wit:
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“ On motion,

''Ordered, That Messrs. Porter, Clarke and Hill be a committee
“to wait on the Council and propose to them the ai)pointment of
“Delegxites from this State to Congress, by joint ballot of both
“Houses, as prescribed by the Constitution; and also the ap-
“ pointment of a Council of Safety for this State, to act during the
“recess of the Legislature.”

And the same being taken into consideration, the Council con-
curred in the first proposition, as to the ajipointment of delegates.
As to the appointment of a Council of Safety,

Resolved, That the following message be transcribed, signed
by the Speaker, and sent to the House of Assembly, viz:

\

Gentlemen

:

The propositions delivered to us by your committee respecting-

the appointment of Delegates from this State to Congress by Joint

ballot, and also a Council of Safety, to act during the recess of

the Legislature, were taken immediately under our consideration.

As to the first, the Council have concurred; as to the last.'to

wit: the appointment of a Council of Safety, we could have *

wished that some reason had been assigned in the proposition to

show the necessity of forming such a power upon our own au-

thority. We can conceive a case that may justify such a measure,

to wit: the adjournment of the General Assembly before the

appointment of a President and Privy Council under the present

Constitution. If this should be the intention of the House of

Assembly, and their reason for projiosing the appointment of a

Council of Safety, we shall think it our duty to join such a

provision for the weal of the State in the recess of the General

Assembly; therefoie we wish to have this business e.xplained.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk wait on the House of Assembly with

this message.

Mr. Polk returned and made report that he had delivered the

message according to order.

Adjourned till lo o’clock to-morrow morning.
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Thursday, November 7th, 1776.

Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Cantwell.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair the declaration of that

House of their intention to adjourn before the appointment of a
President and Privy Council, and such was their reason for pro-
posing the appointment of a Council of Safety in the recess of the
General Assembly.

Whereupon the Council concurred and agreed that the election

of Delegates and a Council of Safety be had to-morrow, at three

o’clock in the afternoon, in the State House. '

On motion, *

By order, the bill “to render certain bills of credit a legal

tender within this State, and to prevent the counterfeiting 'of the

same and other bills of credit,”

Was read the second time, and after some debate, the same
was agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of As.sembly with

the said bill and inform them of the concurrence of the Council

thereto.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Cantwell.

Mr. Bassett reported that he had waited on the House of As-

sembly and delivered the bill given him in charge in the forenoon,

with the concurrence of Council thereto, according to order.
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A member from the House of Assembly, attenclinj^^ at the
door, was admitted and informed the Council that the House of
Assembly is now ready to proceed to the election of Delegates
from this State to Congress, and also a Council of Safety, agree-
able to the proposition concurred in by both Houses.

The Council and As.sembly, being met in the State House,
proceeded to the election of Delegates from this State to the

Congress of the United States of America, by joint ballot, which
being taken and examined, it appeared that

George Read, Esquire,

John Dickinson, Esquire,-

and John Evans, Esquire,

were duly elected. And the ballots being taken for person^ to

compose a Council of Safety during the next recess of the Gen-
eral Assembly, and the same being examined, it appeared that

the following persons were duly elected, to wit

:

Abr A'6’21' Castle County—James Latimer,

John McKinly,
Abram Robinson,

John Lea,

Nicholas Vandyke.

For Kent County—Caesar Rodney.
James Sykes,
Thomas Collins,

John Baning,

Richard Bassett.

For Sussex County—David Hall.

Jacob Moore,

John Wiltbank,

John Rodney,
James Rench.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.



»f'

.

to -4«'n -..b
vh*/.-. -i

k #» 1*1

;,i, <>1 strife io

•i- jk •
,

'

:,f,- .»>«?« ,'f
S‘-'7‘-

' .S'HupBil

.*. !«..
""':«* oitJ io ^0. .a.

^riSVau nlVlH^
IwlJ J,pi<J«q<l-- 0,11

1. X .A\',v^ H>\

'1^

"ylfil^ot/I fuiul

XlOc*': f iiio krt I-I'-i,

.»>?yJ >fij*V A

,v:»i;l>oH T-:wO—
'«' ''^

^rlsHfo ) ^WlOO/i i

V- .:,

.(luH br-jr>G—

;VV'
dr)a:>>I aoittfcC

rf->oto'oor
wcnorn ol Ub b»<vu,a,bA

,’ <r- ~'r-i,-

1- ;

;>.A- ^

'-I

I



THE DEI.AWARE STATE, I 776. 25

Friday, November 8th, 1776.

Council met. Present all the members.

On motion and order.

The bill “ for printing and emitting fifteen thousand pounds in

bills of credit of this State, to be let out on loan; and for striking

the further sum of ten thousand pounds in such bills for the use
of this State, and for providing a fund for sinking the same,”

Was read the second time, and divers amendments were pi;o-

posed and agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Cantwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bill and the amendments thereto proposed by this

Council for their consideration and concurrence.

Mr. Cantwell reported that he had waited on the House of

Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

The resolution for raising a battalion in this State to serve

during the war, and appointment of commissioners to carry the

same into execution, being transcribed, were ordered to be signed

by the Speaker and to be delivered to the said commissioners.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door
with a verbal message, was admitted and delivered the same,

to wit

:

That the House of Assembly acceded to the amendments
proposed by this Council to the bill “for printing and emitting

j^i5,ooo in bills of credit of this State, to be let out on loan, &c.,”

and requests this Council to nominate three persons, in addition

to those already named in the bill, to be signers of the said bills

of credit.

Acceded to, and Mr. Sykes, Mr. Wiltbank, and Mr. Jones are

appointed as signers.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
and inform them of the above appointments.

4
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26 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Mr. Vandyke reported that he had waited on the House of
Assembly according- to the order aforesaid.

A committee from the House of Assembly, attending at the
door, were admitted and delivered to the Chair

A bill “for ascertaining the salaries and allowances to the
officers and persons herein mentioned employed in the Govern-
ment of this State, and for the providing funds for the payment

^
thereof.”

Which, by order, was read the first time.

On motion,

Ordered, That a certificate of the appointment of the Delegates
to the Congress, as chosen yesterday in the General Assembly,
expressing the powers they are to be invested with, be drawn up
and sent to the House of Assembly for their concurrence*; which
being done at the table and transcribed, is as follows, to wit

:

In Council, November 8th, 1776.

Whereas George Read, John Dickinson, and John Evans,
Esquires, have been chosen, by joint ballot of the two Houses of

Assembly, to represent the Delaware State in Continental Con-
gress,

Resolved, That they, or any one or more of them, are hereby
fully authorized and empowered for and in behalf of this State to

concert, agree to, and execute any measure which they, or he,

together with a maj()rity of the Continental Congress shall judge
necessary for the defense, security, interest and welfare of this

State in particular and America in general; with power to ad-

journ to such times and places as shall appear most conducive to

the public safety and advantage.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
and deliver the same for their concurrence

;
who, having re-

turned, reported that he had delivered the same according to

order.

Adjourned till to-morrow, 10 o’clock.
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Saturday, November 9th, 1776.

Council met. Present all the members.

The committee appointed to confer with a committee of As-
sembly to adjust and settle the accounts of the Military Treasur-
ers of the several Counties in this State, and to settle and adjust
the f)ay and accounts of the oflicers appointed in the battalion
ordered to be raised by the late Convention in September last in

this State
;
likewise the accounts of the signers of the last emis-

sion of paper currency, and of those persons who
.
attended the

press, &c.
,
brought in their report,

#

Which, by order, was read and ordered to lie on the table for

consideration.

The Council being informed that the commi.ssioners appointed
to repair to the camps were ready to proceed as soon as the

General Assembly should direct.

Ordered, That Mr. Dingee wait on the House of Assembly
with a verbal message containing the following quceres, to wit

:

As the commissioners appointed to go to the camps should be
furnished with some of the printed resolutions of Congress relat-

ing to the reenlistment of the army, and the blank commissions
transmitted by the President of Congress :

Qucere. If the House of Assembly are not in possession of

both ?

«

Qucere. If the commissioners’ ought not to have a sum of

money voted to them for the expenses of their journey ?

Qucere. If any one person is appointed by the House of

Assembly to collect all the blankets, linens and woolen cloth,

recommended by the Council of Safety, whose proceedings are

before the House of Assembly, and to carry the same forward to

the camps and there distribute to such as may want at first cost }
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28 MINUTES 01' THE COUNCIL OE

The Council would have taken up this last business, but under-
stood some directions had been given to individuals, and there-
fore avoided doing anything in it that might interfere with what
the House of Assembly had done; and for this further reason,
that a grant of money for the carrying it into execution would be
necessary.

Mr. Dingee, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and proposed sundry amendments to the report of
the committee appointed to confer with a committee of Assembly
to adjust and settle the accounts of the Military Treasurers, Sic.,

to wit:
\

As to Col. Collins, nothing allowed for the transportation, &c.,
of money. *

As to Capt. Porter, forty shillings added, which was omitted
by mistake of committee.

As to John Clowes, 40s. added.

And the same being taken into consideration.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly with

the following verbal message, to wit:

The Council having considered the amendments proposed by
the House of Assembly to the report of the Committee for Pub-
lic Accounts, to wit;

The taking oft' : 4 : o from the allowance made to Colonel

Thos. Collins, for expenses attending the delivery of part of the

bills of credit, lately signed by him; the addition of 40s. to the

allowance made to Capt. Alex. Porter, and the addition of the

like sum to Mr. John Clowes, for their attending the printing of

the same bills of credit; as to the two last ameiKlments the Coun-
cil accede thereto.

As to the first, they apprehend the committee have misstated

the service for which that allowance was made. The Council are

informed that the greater part of the charge arises frpm the car-

raise of the bills from tlie press to the house of the signer, where
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it might be expected tliey ought to have been delivered by the
attendants of the press, who undoubtedly should have been
allowed therefor. The remaining part of the charge to Dover,
it is urged, was for that ]xart of the moneys belonging to the
office in Sussex. For these reasons the Council are of the
opinion such a charge is just, and submit it to the reconsidera-
tion of the House.

The Council propose an alteration in the sum allowed for com-
missions on the ^500, in the first part of the report, to Brigadier
McKinly, this sum being paid under an order drawn by him,
as Chairman of the Council of Safety of New Castle County, on
Col. Collins in favor of Lieutenant Kamford, Col. Collins being
allowed commissions thereon, ; 10, the sum to be deducted.

Mr. Bassett reported that he waited on the House of Assembly
according to the order aforesaid.

#

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair the resolutions followine,

to wit:

«

“On motion, by order,

“The report of the committee appointed to devise the best

“method of supplying the inhabitants of this State with salt, was
“read the second time, and, being debated and amended, was
“agreed to, as follows, to wit:

“That they are of opinion the most certain and expeditious

“method of procuring a speedy supply of salt would be to au-

“thorizeand empower some careful and prudent persons at the

“Town of New Castle to purchase one or more cargo or cargoes

“of salt from on board vessels bound to Philadelphia, or after

“their arrival there, at the lowest prices for which the same can
“be procured, and to distribute, to the quantities they shall buy,

“from time to time, equally between the several Counties of this

“State, and cause the [>roportion for each County to be delivered

“to some meml>er of the Council of Safety in such County, who,
“with the advice and assistance of the other members of the said

“Council, residing in said Counties respectively, shall cause the

“same to be delivered out to the inhabitants thereof jn proportion
“ to their several wants.
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“That 4,000 bushels of salt are now wanted to supply the im-
“ mediate necessities of the peoj)le, and that the commissioners
“appointed to buy it oup^ht to be sup|)lied with ;^2,500 for that
“purpose, and that it should be retailed out to the inhabitants
“at so small an advance as would be only sufficient to reimburse
‘

‘ the State.

^'Resolved, That Messrs. Zachariah V. Lenvington and Joseph
“Tatlow, of the Town of New Castle, be and they are hereby
“appointed commissioners to carry the foregoing resolutions

“into execution; and that they be authorized to borrow, from
“any person or persons who will lend the same on the credit of

“this State, any sum or sums of money, not exceeding ^^2,500,
“to be repaid, with interest at six per cent., in three months.

<
. , . . . .

^

"'Resolved, That certificates, signed by the said commissioners,
“expressing therein the sums borrowed, to be upon tho above
“ terms and for the above purposes, shall be sufficient vouchers
“ to entitle the lenders to the repayment thereof by this State.

"Resolved, That the said commissioners render an account pf
“their proceedings in the premises to the General Assembly* of

“this State at the next session.”

Read and concurred in.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the resolution following,

to wit :

"Resolved, 'I'hat the balance of public money remaining in the

“hands of Thos. Collins, Esq., Military Treasurer for the County
“ of Kent, be paid into the hands of the Speaker of this House,

“whose receipt shall be a sufficient discharge to the said Military

“Treasurer for the same
;
and that the Speaker be accountable

‘
‘ for the disposal thereof

’ ’

For the consideratioyi and concurrence of the Council.

Read and concurred in.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending.at the door,

was admitted and returnetl the resolution of Council expressing
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the appointment and powers of the Delegates to Congress, with
the concurrence of the House of Assembly thereto, and delivered
to the Chair the following verbal message, to wit

:

“That the Speaker of the Assembly has delivered several of
“the printed resolutions of Congress relating to the reenlistment
“of the army, and forty blank commissions, received from the
“President of the Congress, together with eight copies of the
“Articles of War, to Col. Samuel West, one of the commission-
“ ers appointed to repair to the army.

“This House will do their part in satisfying the commissioners
“for their expenses to be incurred in the service of the State.

i

“The Assembly have taken measures for securing the blank-
“ets, linen and woolen cloth, purchased in consequence of the
“directions of the Council of Safety, and hope the same may be
“sent to the camps some time next week

;
to pay for which* they

“ have passed the resolution sent to the Council for their concur-
“rence.”

Ordered^ That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly with

the concurrence of Council to their resolution respecting the mdst
certain and expeditious method of procuring a speedy supply of

salt
;
and also their resolution respecting the payment of the

balance of the public money in the hands of Col. Collins to the

Speaker of the House of Assembly.

Mr. Bassett returned and reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

A member of the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered a verbal message that the House of

Assembly had postponed the consideration of that part of the

report made by the Committee of Accounts as objected to by

the Council in their message till the next sitting of the General

Assembly.

To which the Council agreed.

Ordered, That a member of Council wait on the House of As-

sembly and inform them that the Council concurrecj in the other

parts of the report.
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A verbel message being sent to the House of Assembly desir-

ing their sentiments as to the settling and defraying the expenses
of the present session, and how the same shall be done

;

In answer to which, it is proposed that the whole expenses
should be severally ascertained and defrayed by orders, to be
drawn by the Speakers of both Houses, on the several Trustees
of the Loan Office in this State,

And the Council concurred.

The Council took into consideration the expenses of their ses-

sion, and thereupon

Resolved, That there be paid to the members of Council

:

For New Castle County, for personal expenses by
,

them incurred, to wit
: 3 members, 13 days, . . . J[^2i 14 10

To the members of Kent County, for same, .... 25 I5#ii

To the members of Sussex County, for same, ... 27 14 10

To Slator Clay, Clerk to Council, for 12 days’ attend-

ance, @ ys. 6, 4 10 ' o
To Robert Booth, Doorkeeper, for 12 days’ attend-

ance, ® 5s., 300
;£82 15 7

Ordey'ed, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly for concurrence; which was done accordingly.

Orders, drawn and signed by the Speaker of Assembly, for the

amount of the said expenses were delivered to the Chair.

A notice, in writing, subscribed by the Speaker of the Assem-

bly, that that House had adjourned to Monday, the sixth day of

January next, to meet at the State House, in the Town of New
Castle, was delivered to the Chair.

Then the Council adjourned to the 6th day of January next.
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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL
OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE,
'' Monday, January 6th, 1777.

Agreeable to adjournment, the Speaker and a number of the
members met, but these not being sufficient to enter upon busi-

ness, the Council adjourned from day to day until Friday fol-

lowing.

1M0041
’

Friday, January 10, 1777.

Council met. Present—All the members e.Kcept Messrs. Bas-

sett, Collins, and Dingee.

The two first being officers in the Militia of this State, marched
to reinforce General Washington in New Jersey, their absence is

excused.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the resolutions following,

to wit :

“ On motion,

Ordered, That Messrs. Cook, Robinson and Horsey be a

“committee to settle and adjust the accounts of the officers and
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“privates of the Second Delaware Battalion, raised for the Fly-
“ in^ Camp, previous to their being passed by the Commissary
‘

‘ of Musters.

^'‘Ordered^ That the same be transcribed, and that Mr. Ridgely
“wait on the Council therewith and propose to them the appoint-
“ meiit of a committee of their House, to join with the committee
“aforesaid, in the business referred to them.”

And the same being read, ordered to lie on the table for con-
sideration.

The Speaker laid on the table a letter addressed from the Hon-
orable John Hancock, Esq., President of Congress, inclosing

sundry resolutions of the nth, 27th, 30th and 31st of December
last, which were reacj. \

On motion, ,

Ordered^ That the same be referred to a committee of three.

Whereupon Messrs. Vandyke, Cantwell and Sykes were ap-

pointed a committee for that purpose.

The report of the commissioners appointed to repair to the

camps and inquire into the condition of the Battalions under

Cols. Haslet and Patterson, and commission a sufficient number
of officers for the battalion to be raised in this State to serve dur*

ing the war, with sundry papers as vouchers of their proceedings,

being presented to the Chair, by order, was read and laid on the

table for consideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Saturday, January nth, 1777.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly delivered at the Chair

a written paper, subscribed with the name of Jacob Bennett, pur-

porting an account of his being taken by a British ship of war to

the southward of Cape Henlopen, and that while a prisoner five

persons, supposed to be inhabitants of this State, came in a boat,

with some live stock, on board said ship, one of which persons

passed there by the name of Daniel Dingee
;
and the House

Deing informed that John Trip and Levi Potter were prisoners at

the same time on board the said ship
;

Ordered^ That the Speaker issue notices, by way of summons*
to Jacob Bennett and John Trip and to Levi Potter to attend here

on Monday next, at ii^ o’clock, A. M., to give evidence of their

knowledge of the persons aforesaid and their conduct on board

the said ship.

The committee to whom the Honorable Mr. Hancock’s letter

and resolutions of Congress were referred, prayed further time

to report thereon, and granted.

Mr. Polk desired leave of absence for a few days to visit his

brother, dangerously ill. Granted.

Adjourned to Monday next.

Monday, January 13th, 1777.

Council met, but there not being a quorum to proceed on busi-

ness, adjourned till to-morrow.
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Tuesday, January 14th, 1777.

Council met.

The Speaker reported from the chair that he had issued no-
tices requiring the attendance of Jacob Bennett, John Trip and
Levi Potter, agreeable to the order of Saturday.

It appearing to the blouse that Jacob Bennett and John Trip
were sick, their non-attendance is excused till their recovery.

Mr. Dingee, a member of this House, not having attended
during the sitting thereof, and a sufficient reason not being as-

signed for his absence, ,

Ordered, That the Speaker write to Mr. Dingee requiring his

attendance in this House forthwith, and that a messenger be. sent

with such letter.
^

The committee to whom the Honorable Mr. Hancock’s letter

and resolutions of Congress were referred, brought in their re-

port, which, by order, was read and referred till to-morrow.

Adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, A. M.,' January 15th, 1777.

Council met, and resumed the consideration of the report of

yesterday referred to this day, which was agreed to, as follows :

Your committee, to whom the Honorable Mr. Hancock’s letter

and resolutions of Congress of the nth, 27th, 30th and 31st of

December last was referred, do report, that they have taken the
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same into consideration and are of the opinion that the resolution
of the nth of December aforesaid, recommending the appoint-
ment of a day of solemn fasting and humiliation, is highly proper
to be complied with, and propose Thursday, the 27th of February

' next, as a proper day, and that a proclamation issue for that pur-
pose, in the following form, to wit

:

A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas the just war into which the United States of America
have been forced hy Great Britain is likely to be still continued by
the same violence and injustice which have hitherto animated the
enemies of Americim freedom

;
and whereas It becomes all pub-

lick bodies, as well as private persons, to reverence the Provi-
dence of God, and look up to Him as the Supreme Disposer of
all events and the Arbiter of the fate of Nations

;

Therefore the General Assembly of the Delaware State do
appoint Thursday, the 27th of February next, to be observed by
all ranks of people within the same as a day of solemn fasting and
humiliation, to implore of Almighty God the forgiveness of the

many sins prevailing among us, and to beg the countenance,
protection and assistance of His Providence in the prosecution

of this just and necessary war, and a happy and speedy conclu-

sion of the same.

And it is recommended to Christians of all denominations
within this State to assemble for publick worship and to abstain

from servile labor and recreation on said day.

Signed by order of the General Assembly.

Given at New Castle, of January, 1777.

Your committee are also of opinion that the resolution of Con-
gress of the 27th of December, recommending the march of the

new levies of this State for the Continental army, by companies

or parts of companies, be also complied with
;
and that it be

recommended to the commanding oflicer of the Delaware Bat-

talion to issue orders to the respective captains thereof to march
their companies to Philadelphia, to receive further orders from

the commanding officer there, and, if not yet complete, to cause

so many as may be already enlisted immediately to repair there,

under a proper ofticer or officers, provided the number shall
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amount to thirty-five, leaving one or more officers to recruit, i

order to fill up the companies
;
and that a sum of money be pr(

vided for the subsistence of the companies so marching till the
arrive at Philadelphia, which, your committee think, will rende
the appointment of a commissary, to proceed there for the pur
pose of procuring provisions, unnecessary.

Your committee are further of opinion that the resolution o;

Congress of the 30th of December, prohibiting the exportation
of bacon, salted beef and pork, soap, tallow, and candles, be also

complied with and strictly observed by the inhabitants of this

State, and that the said resolution be published within the State

for their information.

Your committee do likewise recommend that the resolution of

Congress of the 31st of December, by which the resti^ictions

heretofore imposed upon the exportation of staves, or other lum-
ber, except to Great Britain, Ireland and the British Islands, or

any place under the dominion of Great Britain, is taken off, be
also published within this State.

Ordered, That the foregoing resolutions of Council be trans-

cribed and sent to the House of Assembly for their consideration

and concurrence, and that Mr. Vandyke deliver the same, to-

gether with the President’s letter and resolutions of Congress

aforesaid.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

Mr. Vandyke reported that he had waited on the House of
^

Assembly and delivered the resolutions of this day, with the

President’s letter, according to order. «
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Mr. Dingee appeared in the House and assigned the indispo-
sition of his wife as an excuse for his non-attendance hitherto,
which was admitted.

Mr, Dingee being informed of the contents of the written
paper, subscribed b)^ Jacob Bennett and delivered to this House
on Saturday last, wherein mention is made of five persons, sup-
posed to be inhabitants of this State, going on board a British

ship of war with live stock, one of which persons passed there
by his name, requested that the said Jacob Bennett, and all other
persons who had any knowledge of that transaction, might be
summoned before this House, to give evidence thereof, at some
future day, and that in the meantime his attendance in Council
be dispensed with, as he did not choose to continue his seat here
while under such a suspicion.

Resolved, That Mr. Dingee’ s attendance in Council be di§-

pensed with till further order.

Ordered, That the Speaker issue other summonses, directed

to Jacob Bennett, John Trip and Levi Potter, and summonses for

Griffith Minshall, Jun., John Marshall and Joseph Poole, requir-

ing their attendance on this House on Friday next, at ii o’clock,

to give evidence of their knowledge of the charge against Mr.
Dingee, at which time he is ordered to attend.

The House taking into consideration the condition of the

Militia of this State, and it appearing that there had been for

some considerable time past almost a total neglect of the attend-

ance of associators on muster and review days, and a general

omission to levy the penalties and taxes imposed by the articles

and rules made for the better governing of the Militia by the late

House of Assembly, and that the said articles and rules required

some attention and amendments for their more effectual execu-

tion, therefore.

On motion,

' Ordered, That a committee of four be appointed to bring in a

bill for the more effectual establishing a Militia in this State. The
members chosen are : Mr. Vandyke, Mr. Sykes, Mr. Cantwell

and Mr. Wiltbank.

The House resuming the resolution of the House of Assembly

for the appointment of a committee to settle and adjust the ac-

6
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counts of the officers and privates of the 2d Delaware Battalion,
raised for the Flying Camp, previous to their being passed by
the Commissary of Musters

;

Ordered, That Messrs. Sykes and Vandyke be a committee
from this House, to join with the committee named by the House
of Assembly in the business aforesaid.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning.

\

Thursday, January i6th, 1777.

Council met.

Mr. Sykes, one of the persons appointed to procure a Great
Seal for this State, agreeable to the resolve of this House of the

2d of November, delivered at the table the following report from
that committee, to wit

:

“ The commiltee appointed to get a skillful engraver to make
“the Great Seal of this State, wliich was agreed upon by both
“ Houses, now ie[)ort that they could procure no person capable
“of executing the work to undertake it at this time, being en-
“ gaged in other very important business for the safety of their
“ country. That upon consulting an ingenious gentleman in the

“art of heraldry, they are humbly of opinion that the Great Seal
“ agreed upon would be more suitable for a medal than the seal
“ of a State, and therefore submit the same to the consideration
“ of both Houses.*'

The House, taking the same into consideration, are satisfied

with the reasons assigned for not carrying the resolutions afore-

said into execution, and resolved that the said committee be

discharged.
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'if A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, January 13th.

V “ On motion,

“ Resolved, That the former vote respecting a Great Seal be

y rescinded.

‘
‘ On motion,

“ Ordered, That Messrs. Cook, Robinson and McKean be a
“ committee to confer with a committee of Council on the subject

“matter of a device for and making of a Great Seal for this State,

“and also to fix upon a seal which shall be held and deemea to

“be the Great Seal pro tempore until the Great Seal to be agreed
“ upon by both Houses be made.”

Which, being taken into consideration, was concurred in.

Resolved therefore, That the resolution of the 2d of November
last respecting a Great Seal be rescinded.

Ordered, That Messrs. Cantwell and Wiltbank be a committee
from this House to confer with the committee of Assembly on
the subject matter of forming a Great Seal and fixing a seal pro
tempore.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of the Assem-
bly with the concurrence and appointment aforesaid.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

The report of the proceedings of the commissioners appointed

to repair to the army to nominate officers for the battalion to be

raised as the quota of this State to serve during the war, being-

resumed.

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three

to report thereon. The members chosen : Mr. Cantwell, Mr.

Sykes, and Mr. Vandyke.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Friday, January 17th, 1777.

Council met.

The witnesses ordered to be summoned respecting the charge
against Mr. Dingee, a member of this House, his being on board
a British sliip of war on or about the 30th of December last, all

attending except Levi Potter, who was out of the State and not
summoned.

Ordered, That notice be given to the Honorable the Speaker
of the House of Assembly, and such of the members thereof ks

are in town, that the examination of the witnesses is to be^ had
forthwith, that they may be present if they think fit.

The Speaker of the Assembly, with a number of the members
of that House, attending, were admitted accordingly. Mr. Din-
gee also attending by order.

The Council proceeded to the qualifying and examining Jacob
Bennett, John Trip, Griffith Minshall, Jun., John Marshall, and
Joseph Poole, severally and apart, respecting their knowledge of

Mr. Dingee’ s being one of the five persons who had come on
board the Pearl, ship of war, belonging to his Britannic Majesty,

while they were prisoners there, all of whom having deposed that

Mr. Dingee was not one of the persons aforesaid, nor had been
on boarcl the suitl ship of war during the time they were prisoners,

to their knowledge or belief,

Thereupon the Council are unanimously of opinion that the

.suspicion of Mr. Dingee’s being one of the persons who had
come on board the British ship of war aforesaid during the time

the witnesses aforesaid were prisoners is groundless.

Ordered, That Mr. Dingee take his seat as a member of this

House.

The committee appointed to confer with a committee of the

House of Assembly on the subject matter of a device for and
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making a Great Seal for this State, and also to fix upon a seal to
be used instead thereof pro tempore, brought in their report,

Which was read and referred for consideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., January i8th, 1777.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair divers resolutions of that

House for concurrence, as follows, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly, •

“Friday, A. M., January 17th, 1777.

Resolved, N C. D., That Mr. McKean be a committee to

“employ skillful workmen to make a silver seal of the diameter
“of three inches and of a circular form, and that there be en-
“ graven thereon a Sheaf of Wheat and an ear of Indian Corn,
“and an Ox, in full stature, in a shield with a river dividing the

“wheat sheaf and ear of Indian corn from the Ox, which is to be
“cut in the nether part of the shield below the river; that the

“supporters be an American Soldier, under arms, on the right,

“and an Husbandman, with a Hoe in his hand, on the left, and
“ that a Ship be the crest

;
and that there shall be an inscription

“round the same, near the edge or extremity thereof, in the

“words following, in capital letters: “THE GREAT SEAL
“OF THE DELAWARE STATE,’’ with the figures 7777;
“ which shall, from and after the delivery thereof to the President

“and Commander-in-Chief, be the Great Seal and deemed the

“Arms of this State.

''Resolved, That the Seal of the County of New’ Castle shall

“ be deemed and held to be the Great Seal of this State pro tern-



.JTE'ATi'i 3'jrAV'A<f?'u,.itTir

Oi io?8: K OTqu X6, w C^.hMu .SJejB f iiiJH;! llwJJ loiO » }U|i;;*,«

,,ttodi.'tabi;iiio:> mi bitii bfitu rijbi /v

W.
.»"«’«'« '"•OTIOJI'-C') l!, > t'SmiioibA

I''-;

I

s“
' ,>'"/"rA;ic5?noli -,rt; ..dm:,« A

C.vmb-IUSHJ.^ C, >

; liv/
,

f ,.n i>.n»oH

v.mM2iF«A ji^ijoH .»‘]T ivF^'

U‘v^ ,dlvi yifiinj;! ,.id .A ^YJ^,uu b

Iwiij: La; vou{riK>^*
' ban fetiiivui ;.i^-U)j *10 "

j., ii. Kfiv/.'/jj

07 ,xUi hid'X
'ir-Htmb -iilt Vj m\'ll6 k oj
•'fis ^70 jfcfij '^‘’riuyiV} ii I

(ItOJ Jl(;if);li Jo tii-’; US' t, >,^V/ »'

tLfoS4.;L^:!s
" « oi .919..^. i-d» m xO in. Vml-

jA'fr. ,A A wo"-tl hbiHa y;fi U) laHjm, „lj „; ),,.j..
J. wt>au. .i9.Mo<: «/»;-)»«../: :«. oJ wiino-w.*'

IA'. o »af; ,.'>.im,:. »rf, bmmi”
• A-,"' Ab,; C tv •

:

v'’.
«• .am-wUol aJxusw ' •

A *^'''' .yjiAv//.i3u mn wt>».

5* -iSL '.ss hiV
*'!'« '»«a .ttwfe /bWw**

- til... 9b hru, )£.;. Jsf lnwi/s,. .l•’.l.iJ.^Ii-,»i.<I(:.4l(^a^ i.(.ji'’

" lo ach'iA
**

ml jj,K,a A'rfj 1o J«3B iay-uj sd <M bbd bm. faimsab 9-d
• ’



46 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

''pore until the above described Great Seal is made and delivered
“to the President and Commander-in-Chief, and no longer.”

Which, being read, were concurred in.

Resolved, That Mr. Sykes be appointed, together with Mr.
McKean, for procuring a new Great Seal as aforesaid.

“ In the House of Assembly,
“Thursday, January i6th, 1777.

"Ordered, That Mr. Ridgely and Mr. Horsey be of the Com-
“ mittee for Publick Accounts, appointed at the last sitting of this

“House, in the room of Messrs. Lockwood and Bradley, who
“are absent; and that the accounts of the Independent Company
“and the Militia of this State be referred to the said committee.”

Which, being read, was concurred in.

“ In the House of Assembly, *

“Friday, A. M., January 17th, 1777.

“On the report of the committee to whom ten several letters

“from the Council of Safety, the President of the Congress, «5v:c.,

“ <&c., were referred,

"Resolved, i. That two chains of fire-rafts be built as soon as

“possible and laid up in Christiana, or some other convenient
“harbor, from whence they may be brought to act against the

“ships of the enemy in case they should attempt to come up the
‘

‘ Delaware.

“2. That two hundred barrels of bread, one hundred and
“forty barrels of beef, and sixty barrels of pork, be ordered to

‘‘be purchased and (leposited at Dover and Wilmington, or in

“such proper places as the President and Commander-in-Chief
“of this State shall direct, for the use of the Militia and Conti-
“ nental troops that may be called into action within the same,
“ or that may have occasion therefor on their march elsewhere

;

“ and that one ton of powder, two tons of lead, and five hundred
“stand of arms, be procured as soon as practicable, and secured

“in the safest and most convenient places, by the President, for

“ the use of this State.
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“3. That a committee be appointed to join a committee of
“the Council, to state an account of expenditures by this State
“ for and in behalf of the Continent, and lay the same before the
“respective Houses.

“4. That Mr. Speaker be directed to write a circular letter

“to each captain in the Delaware Battalion, to transmit forthwith

“to the General Assembly an account of the number of levies

“recruited by them on the new establishment.

“5. That Mr. Speaker be directed to write a letter to the

“President of the Congress, informing him that the persons
“employed in Pennsylvania under the Congress to buy clothing

“for the army have purchased Up almost all the articles of that
“ kind which were to be had in this State, and therefore it is

“hoped that they will be pleased to give some direction for the

“speedy clothing of the Delaware Battalion, as a single company
“of them will not be able to march without new clothes.^’

. Which, being also read, were concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
with their several resolutions aforesaid agreed to by this House.

t

Resolved, That Messrs. Sykes and Vandyke be a committee

from this House to join a committee of the House of Assembly
to state an account of expenditures by this State for and in behalf

of the Continent.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke deliver a copy of this resolution

to the House of Assembly.

Adjourned to Friday, the 24th instant.
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48 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Monday, January 27th, 1777.

Council met. Present the Speaker, Messrs. Vandyke, Cant-
well, Sykes, Wiltbank and Polk.

From the inclemency of the weather on Friday last, a quorum
of members not attending, all business was postponed to this day.

The Council being informed that Slator Clay, Clerk of this
House, is sick, his non-attendance is excused.

Mr. Vandyke reported that he had waited on the House of
Assembly with the sundry resolutions of that House, and agreed
to by the Council on the i8th instant, and delivered the same
according to order.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the'door,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following resoliitiqn

and order, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“January 27th, 1777.

“ The House resumed the consideration of the amendments pro-
“ posed by the Council to the amendments made by this House
“in the report of the Committee for Publick Accounts, and,

“On motion.

Resolved, That the same be recommitted to the said com-
“ mittee, and that the Council be requested to concur therein.

^'Ordered, That the orders of this House for arresting Boas
“ Manlove and Thomas Robinson, Esquires, of the County of

“Sussex, together with the return of the Sergeant-at-Arms
“thereon, and the letter from the said Thomas Robinson to

“James Garriger, Esq., be laid before the Council.”

And the member aforesaid delivered, at the same time, the

said orders of arrest, with their returns, together with Thomas
Robinson’s letter, which were read and laid on the table.
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Resolved, That the Council concur in the recommitment of the
report on Publick Accounts, proposed by the House of Assembly
as aforesaid.

Adjourned till to-morrow, lo o’clock, A. M.

Tuesday, January 28th, 17^77.

Council met.
#

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker write to Messrs. Collins and Bas-

sett, at the camp in New Jersey, desiring their attendance in

Council, if the service they are in will admit.

Several members appointed on committees desiring leave of

absence on that account,

Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock, A. M.

Wednesday, January 29th, 1777.

Council met.

On motion,

Ordered, That a messenger be dispatched with the letters wrote

by the Speaker to Col. Collins and Capt. Bassett, members of this

House, requiring their attendance if thev may consistent with the

service they are now in in the army under General Washington.

7
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50 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered 'at the Chair a letter from the Presi-
dent of Congress, inclosing certain resolutions of Congress, and
the following resolution formed thereon, to wit :

“In the House of Assembly,
“Tuesday, A. M., January 28th, 1777.

“Whereas the General Assembly of this State have passed,
“at their first meeting this session, a bill entitled ‘An act to
“render certain bills of credit a legal tender within this State,

“and to prevent the counterfeiting the same and other bills of
“credit;’ And whereas Mr. Speaker yesterday laid a letter

“from the President of the Honorable the Congress before the
“ House, together with certain resolutions of Congress respecting
“the bills of credit heretofore emitted by that honorable body,
“which are recommended to the several Legislatures of the
“ Thirteen United States of America to be enforced by laws

*

''Resolved, That Mr. McKean, Mr. Stout, and Mr. Lea be a

“committee to confer with a committee of Council respecting

“the contents of the aforesaid resolutions of Congress, and to.

“report certain additional clauses to the above mentioned bill,"

“for the more effectual supporting the credit of the Continental

“currency, and also for the jjreventing and punishing the coun-
“ terfeiting tickets in the Publick Lottery set on foot by Con-
“gress

;
and that the Council be desired to appoint a committee

“to join herein, and to make report as soon as possible.”

Which, being read, were referred for consideration.

The committee to whom the report of the proceedings of the

commissioners ordered to repair to camp was referred, now
brought in their report thereon, which was read.

And thereupon

Resolved, That a Lieutenant Colonel and a Major be appointed

to the Battalion now raising in this State to serve during the

war, as the same was not done by the commissioners aforesaid
;

and that it be recommended to the House of Assembly to join

with the Council in such a))pointment, and that the same be done

by a joint ballot of both Houses.

Resolved, That a representation be made to General Washing-
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ton of the mistake committed with respect to the commission
granted to Peter Jaquet, as oldest 2d Lieutenant in the battalion

aforesaid, who ought to have had a commission and rank in the
said battalion as Fifth ist Lieutenant.

Resolved^ That Mr. James Tilton’s commission as Surgeon to

the said battalion, with his letter of resignation, be transmitted to

General Washington, that he may appoint another in his stead.

Ordered, That the foregoing resolutions, with the report of the

commissioners aforesaid and the several j)apers delivered by them
to this House, be sent to the House of Assembly for their con-

sideration and concurrence.

Resolved, That the allowance to be made to the commissioners
who repaired to camp, by order of the General Assembly, be re-

ferred to the Committee for Publick Accounts, to wit : MesWs.
Sykes, Dingee, Thompson, Ridgely and Horsey.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk wait on the House of Assembly with

this and the foregoing resolutions for concurrence.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

Mr. Polk reported that he had delivered the resolutions and

papers given him in charge this day to the House of Assembly

according to order.

The House resumed the consideration of the resolution of the

House of Assembly respecting the appointment of a committee

of both Houses to report additional clauses to the bill entitled

“An act to render certain bills of credit a legal tender within this

State, and to ]>revent the counterfeiting the same and other bills

of credit,’’ passed at their first meeting this session agreeable to

certain resolutions of Congress of the 14th instant.

And thereupon
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52 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Resolved, That the mode pointed out by the House of Assem-
bly for carrying the resolutions of Congress into execution would,
in the opinion of this House, be irregular and productive of con-
fusion. That this business, as also all other acts of legislation,

should take their rise in the one House or the other, and, when
determined upon, referred to the other House for consideration
and concurrence.

Ordered, That the following message, drawn up at the table,

be transcribed, signed by the Speaker, and sent to the House of
Assembly, that is to say :

Gentlemen

:

The Council have taken into consideration the resolution of
your House of yesterday proposing the appointment of a com-
mittee of their body, to join a committee named by you, for th4

framing additional clauses to a bill, passed at our first meeting in

this session, entitled “An act to render certain bills of credit a

legal tender within this State, and to prevent the counterfeiting

the same and other bills of credit,” in consequence of certain

resolutions of Congress of the 14th instant, and though we wish

to do everything on our part to render those resolutions more^*
effectual within this State, we apprehend the mode pointed out

by you for doing so by a joint committee would be irregular and
productive of confusion. This business, as also all other acts

of legislation, should take their rise in the one House or the

other, and, when determined upon, be referred to the other for

consideration. We therefore hope you will reconsider your reso-

lution so far as the same relates to the re(piest that the Council

should apj)oint a committee to join the committee of your House
in the first stage of this business.

Ordered, That Mr. Wiltbank wait on the House of Assembly
with this message, and return the resolution of that House, with

the President of Congress’s letter and the resolutions of Congress

referred to in the message, and also the concurrence ol this

House to the recommitment of the amendments proposed to the

report of the Committee for Publick Accounts.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, A. M., January 30th, 1777.

Council met.

Mr. Wiltbank reported that he had waited on the House of
Assembly according to the order of yesterday.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and returned the resolutions of this House of the

15th instant, with the concurrence of the House of Assembly to

all of them except the resolve founded on the resolution of Con-
gress of the 27th of December, recommending the marching of

the new levies of this State by companies, and parts of compani(js,

which is suspended until an answer is received from Congress to

a letter wrote to them respecting the clothing of the battal\pn of

this State.

On motion, by order.

The bill for ascertaining the salaries and allowances to the

officers and persons therein mentioned employed in the Govern-
ment of this State, and for the providing funds for payment
thereof, was read a second time for consideration and debate,

and, after some time spent therein, was referred till the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

Mr. Wiltbank, being indisposed, has leave of absence till to-

morrow.

The House resumed the consideration of the bill for ascertain-

ing the salaries, &c., to officers, &c., and divers amendments

being proposed and agreed to, the same were transcribed.
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54 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Ordered, Thixt Mr. Sykes wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bill and the amendments thereto proposed by the
Council for their consideration and concurrence.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Friday, January 31st, 1777.

Council met.

Mr. Sykes reported that he had waited on the House of \As-
sembly according to the order of yesterday.

•

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the
door, was admitted and delivered at the Chair a bill “to punish
“treasons and disaffected persons, and for the security of the
“Government.”

Which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Saturday, February ist, 1777.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned the bill for ascertaining the salaries to

officers, &c., with the amendments proposed by this Council, to

all of which the House of Assembly agreed except the 3d and 4th;

and delivered a bill “of free and general pardon, indemnity and
“ oblivion.”

Which, by order, was read the first time.



MO jni'Uiua
.

'

•

" ^
'

* , ,« a/' .NxVVfiW^O

rlomfegA "Vi
'’*

‘'';^ bkii 9<h .''i^

no»tBWl)iem» iisdi to* '

’

V.'
. ^.,cS ct

wcr..oa.-oi Ub l.-u.-oM

r.

..
'

'

“•.t.

.M !«M0H' ,^yl
(.

tv •'’'
,v ';,:f

Jil! lii s«^ibw«e i>HB !'a»im!*B «i»

.91, uj Jif-ia »«’ bl.:« i'.VV .'i^bio -<fl ,<b.rfV/

V
if:- ,jmm
L%
|r

^.'4;:>-r^

j^ffr IblUJoO

„.af> 9«b « ?/“b«snB
''•‘”5“*^,X' i

oit'

"

;-.J

r .»;
VJJ-.

^ .

'

M':f

• '
"'•

i) v'
?'.!’ .rb '

..



THE DELAWARE STATE, I 777. 55

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair a bill “for supporting
“and establishing the bills of credit issued by Congress, &c.“

By order read the first time.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

Monday, February 3d, 1777.

Council met.

Several of the members attending on committees, adjourned
till to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, February 4th, 1777.

Council met, and, on motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Polk be of the Committee for Publick Ac-
counts, appointed at the late sitting of this House, in the room
of Mr. Dingee, who is absent.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Wednesday, A. M., February 5th, 1777.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending^ at the door,

was admitted and returned the resolution of this Council of the
29th ultimo for the referring of the allowance to be made to the

commissioners who repaired to camp to the Committee for Publick
Accounts with the concurrence of the House of Assembly thereto;

and also returned the three resolutions of this Council of the said

day, founded on the report of the committee to whom the pro-

ceedings of the said commissioners were referred, to all of which
the House of Assembly dissented, and instead thereof propose
the following resolution, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, A. M., February ist, 1777.

“The House resumed the consideration of the resolutions of

“Council on the report of their committee to whom the report

“of the commissioners ordered to repair to the camp was re-

“ ferred, and thereupon

^'Resolved, That the two Houses appoint, by joint ballot, all

“officers necessary to supply the vacancies in the battalion now
“raising in this State to serve during the war, and that the Coun-
“ cil be requested to concur herein.”

Which, being read, was ordered to lie for consideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning.
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Thursday, February 6th, 1777.

Council met.

Mr. Bassett, having returned from the camp in New Jersey,
appeared and took his seat.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered at the Chair sundry resolutions of that
House, founded on a petition from Col. John Jones, of Sussex
County : ist, for the loan of one thousand pounds for five years,

without interest, to enable him to erect works for manufacturing
salt in this State

;
2d, to take of him ten thousand bushels cjn-

nually for five years, at the rate of five shillings per bushel
;
3d,

to bind Col. Jones to the delivery of three thousand busl'kels at

the least, and not more than the said ten thousand bushels annu-
ally, at the rate aforesaid, for the use of the State

;
4th, giving

the said Col. Jones the exclusive right of making salt for sale in

this State for the term aforesaid on complying with the above
conditions

;
5th, empowering the President of the State to draw

for the sum to be lent and to take security for the performance of
‘

the said conditions, and for the repayment of the money lent at

the end of any one year wherein Col. Jones may fail to supply

the quantity of three thousand bushels, as aforesaid
;
6th, limit-

ing the time of applying for the draught and giving the security;

to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, February 5th, 1777.

“The report of the committee appointed to confer with Col.

“John Jones, of Smssex County, on the subject matter of his

“petition, praying the loan of a sum of money to enable him to

“carry into execution his intention of erecting salt works in this

“State, &c., was, by order, read the second time, and, being

“amended, was agreed to, as follows, to wit

:

'^Resolved, i. That the sum of one thousand pounds be let

“by this State upon loan to the said Col. John Jones (the better

“to enable him to carry into execution his intention of erecting

“salt works in this State, at or near Indian River, in Sussex

8
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“County,), he, the said John Jones, giving bond, with sufficient
“sureties, for the payment of that sum at the expiration of five
“ years from the date of said bond.

“ 2. That for the further encouraging the said Col. Jones in
“prosecuting his intentions and erecting said works for manu-
“facturing the useful article of salt, this State should engage to
‘

‘ purchase or take of him the quantity of ten thousand bushels
“of salt, at the rate of five shillings per bushel, annually for the
“space or term of five years, in consideration of which,

^'‘Resolved, 3. That the said Col. John Jones ought to engage
“and bind himself, his executors and administrators, to deliver,

“for the use of this State, to such person or persons as the
“ President shall appoint, all the salt that by him shall be manu-
“ factored or made therein (at the place where the salt works
“shall be erected), for the space or term of five years aforesaid,

“at the rate of five shillings per bushel, so that the quantity in

“any one year during that term does not exceed ten thousand
“bushels; and that he should be bound and obliged to deliver,
“ in each and every year during the term aforesaid, at the manu-
“ factory aforesaid, for the use of this State, the quantity of three.
“ thousand bushels of salt, manufactured therein at the rate afore-
“ said.

“4. That upon the said Col. John Jones complying with the

“conditions herein before expressed to be by him entered into

“and performed, that he, the said Col. John Jones, his executors,

“administrators and assigns, ought to have the exclusive right of
“ making salt in this State for sale for and during the last four

“years of the term aforesaid; and that he may dispose of and sell

“to such person or persons as he pleases, and at such prices as

“he can get, all the overplus salt he shall make after furnishing

“the State with the aforesaid quantity of ten thousand bushels

“annually for the term of five years aforesaid.

‘

‘ 5. That the said sum of one thousand pounds be drawn for

“ by the President out of the ten thousand pounds granted by
“ the present General Assembly for the use of the State, under

“whose direction the bond aforesaid from the said John Jones

“and his sureties shall betaken, with the further condition that

“the same shall be payable at the end of any one year during

“which the said John Jones shall fail to supply the aforesaid

“quantity of three thousand bushels of salt.
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“6. That if the said John Jones shall neglect to make appli-
“ cation for the said draught, or to execute his bond on or before
“the 20th day of April next, that the encouragement proposed
“to be given to him shall cease.”

Which, being read, were ordered to lie on the table for consid-
eration.

The committee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill for the
more effectual establishing a Militia in this State laid one on the
table, which they submitted to the correction of the House.

On motion,

Ordered, That the said bill be read the first time, which was
done accordingly.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning. '

Friday, February 7th, 1777.

Council met.

The bill for the more effectual establishing a Militia in this State

was reail the second time, and, being debated paragraph by para-

graph, was referred over till to-morrow.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following resolutions,

to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, A. M., February 7th, 1777.

''Resolved, That it is the opinion of this House that the Gen-
“eral Assembly should proceed to the appointment of the Civil

“ Officers of this State, agreeable to the directions of the Consti-

“tution, on Monday morning next, in the State House, by joint

“ballot of both Houses.
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''Resolved, That Messrs. McKean, Ridgely, Cook, White, and
“ Laws be a committee to confer with a committee of Council for
‘‘the purpose of adjusting the mode of appointing the officers
“aforesaid, and that the Council be requested to concur in these
“ resolutions.”

Which, being read, were deferred till to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow, lo o’clock, A. M.

Saturday, February 8th, 1777.

Council met, and resumed the consideration of the bill for the
more effectual establishing a Militia in this State, and, after some
time spent therein, the same was agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk wait on the House of Assembly' with
the said bill for their consideration and concurrence.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

On motion.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly of the 7th of Feb-
ruary, referred over till this morning, were again read and then

concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Sykes, Mr. Bassett, Mr. Cantwell, Mr.
"Vandyke, and Mr. Wiltbank be a committee to confer with the

committee of the House of Assembly for the purpose of adjust-

ing the mode of appointing the Civil Officers of this State.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk wait on the House of Assembly with

their resolutions aforesaid agreed to by this House.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

Adjourned to Monday next.
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Monday, P. M., February loth, 1777.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following resolution
and order of that House, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

, “Monday, A. M., February loth, 1777.

“ The committee appointed to confer with a committee for the
“purpose of adjusting the mode of appointing the Civil Officers
“ of this State brought in their report, which, by order, was reacj
“ the first time.

“On motion, by special order,
*

“ The same was read the second time, and thereupon.

Resolved, That the same report be recommitted to the fol-

“ lowing committee, to wit: Messrs. Moore, Thompson, JoneSj^‘
“ Lea, and Robinson, who are hereby appointed to confer with a

“committee of Council thereon.”

“ Eodem Die, P. M.

''Ordered, That the proceedings of this forenoon on the re-

“ port of the committee appointed to confer with a committee of

“Council for the jnirpose of adjusting the mode of appointing

“the Civil Officers of this State, be transcribed and sent to the

“Council for concurrence, and that Mr. Hill deliver the same.”

Which, being read, was concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk be added to the former committee of

Council appointed for this business, and that Mr. Wiltbank wait

on the House of Assembly with their resolution aforesaid and the

concurrence of Council thereto and the appointment of Mr. Polk.

Mr. Wiltbank reported that he had waited on the House of

Assembly and delivered the resolution aforesaid according to

order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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62 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Tuesday, A. M., February nth, 1777.

Council met, and resumed the consideration of the resolution •

of the House of Assembly of the 5th instant, founded upon a
petition of Col. John Jones, of Sussex County, for a loan of a
sum of money to enable him to erect salt works in this State, and
an exclusive right to make salt for sale on certain conditions for

five years, and divers amendments being proposed and agreed to

the same were transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
with the resolutions and amendments for their consideration »nd
concurrence.

Mr. Vandyke reported that he had waited on the House of i

Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following report and
order thereon, to wit :

' 4

“In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, P. M., February 10th, 1777.

“The Committee of the General Assembly of Delaware, ap-
“ pointed for the purpose of settling and adjusting the accounts

“of the Officers and Privates of the Second Delaware Battalion,
“ rai.sed for the Flying Camp, previous to their being passed by
“ the Commissary of ISluslers, do report that they find :

The amount of Colonel Samuel Patterson’s ac-

count, for pay and subsistence since the time

aforesaid, to be ^
The amount of Lieut. Col. Rol)ert Hodgson’s

account, for do. same time, to be

The amount of Major Henry Nidi’s account is .

The amount of the Rev’d Samuel Eakin, Chap-
lain’s account, is

The amount ofJames Lukes, Adjutant’s acc’t, is

47 12 0

38 13 2

32 i6 0

32 16 0
24 17 3

Carried over, £ ‘76 14 5
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Brought over,

The amount of John Watson, Quartermaster’s
account, is

The amount ofJames Tate, Surgeon’s account is

The amount of Edward Duff’s account. Sur-
geon’s mate, is

The amount of William Millan, Paymaster’s ac-

count. is

The* amount of Capt. Thos. Kean’s account of
pay and subsistence of his company officers

and privates for the time aforesaid is , .

The amount of Capt. James Dunn’s account of
same is

The amount of Capt. William Moody’s account
of same is

The amount of Capt. Manlove’s account of same
is . . .

The amount of Capt. Jos. Caldwell’s account of
same is

The amount of Capt. John Woodgate’s account
of same is

The amount of Capt. Nathaniel Mitchell’s ac-

count of same is

6 8

“Your committee do further report that the several accounts

“of particulars of the above mentioned separate sums, amount-
“ ing in the whole to two thousand four hundred and eighty-five

“pounds six shillings and eight pence, are herewith returned for

“ the examination and correction of the General Assembly. The
“account of Capt. Thomas Skillington’s company has not yet

“come before your committee.’’

“The foregoing report being read the second time and consid-
“ ered, passed the House.

''Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the Coun-
“cil for their concurrence, and that Mr. Stout deliver the same,

“together with the accounts therein referred to.’’

Which was read and ordered to lie on the table for considera-

tion.

63

176 14 5

16 18 6

31 1

1

0

16 14 4

24 17 3

338 18 10

302 6 sK

339 16

395 15 7

339 6 1

1

314 0 2.

179 6 2j^

* So in the manuscript.
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64 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OK

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair the report of the joint

committee of both Houses for adjusting the mode of appointing
the Civil Ofiicers of this State, and a resolution of the House of
Assembly respecting the choice of two Delegates to represent

this State in Congress for concurrence of the Council.

Which, by order, were read, and some amendments being pro-

posed and agreed to, the same were transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
with the said report and resolution, and the amendments thereto

proposed by the Council for their consideration and concurrence.

Mr. Vandyke reported that he had waited on the House of

Assembly according to the order aforesaid.
,

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
^

Eodem Die, P. M., February nth.

Council met, and took into consideration the third and fourth

amendments proposed by them to the House of Assembly to the

bill “ for ascertaining the salaries, &c., to officers, &c.," and do

recede from the same, and do agree that the said bill, as it now
stands, be enacted into a law.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk wait on the House of Assembly with

the bill and resolution aforesaid.

Mr. Polk reported that he had waited on the House of Assem-

bly according to the order aforesaid.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned to the Chair the resolutions respecting

the loan of one thousand pounds, ^c., to Col. John Jones to enable

him to erect salt works m this State, with the amendments pro-
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posed by this House, to all of which the House of Assembly
agreed except the 6th

;
and also returned the report of the joint

committee for adjusting the mode of appointing the Civil Officers

of this State, &c., and resolution respecting the choice of two
Delegates, with the amendments proposed by this House, to

which the House of Assembly also agreed except the 2d.

On motion.

Resolved, That the said second amendment proposed by the
Council be receded from.

Which report and resolution, as amended and now agreed to,

is as follows, to wit

:

“The committee to whom was recommitted the report of a

“conference with a committee of the Council for the purpose df
“adjusting the mode of appointing the Civil Officers of this State

“met the said committee of Council and agreed upon the follow-
“ ing report, to wit

:

“That the members of both Houses should meet this afternoon

“in the State Hoyse, when each member may propose a person,

“for President, and, when all are nominated, that their names be
“taken down in writing and left on the table for the perusal and
“consideration of the members of both Houses. The said com-
mittees further agreed that the election fijr President should be
held at the same place in the afternoon of the morrow, when
the persons nominated for President shall be balloted for by
writing his or their names on several pieces of paper, and the

person who has the greatest number of voices (provided he has

a majority of the votes of members present) shall be President;

and in case it should happen that no person nominated sliould

have a majority of votes of the members present, then and in

such case the two highest in vote shall be balloted for again.

But if it should so happen that two or more persons next to

the highest should be equal in vote, then the said two or more
persons shall be voted for again, and the person who has the

greatest number of voices of those last mentioned shall be bal-

loted for as aforesaid together with the person who was highest

in vote upon the first election, and the person who is highest

in vote of those two last mentioned persons shall be President
;

but if the votes be equal, in such case the Speaker of the Coun-

cil shall have an additional casting voice.
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66 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

“ The said committee further agreed that the persons suitable
“for the Judges of the Supreme Court, Judge of the Admiralty,
“the Justices of the Common Pleas, and the Commissioners for

“the Continental Loan Oftice for this State, may be proposed by
“any member on the day last aforesaid, who are to be chosen in
“ manner above directed on some future day, to be agreed upon
“ by both Houses.

''Resolved^ That the members of both Houses, when assem-
“ bled together to-morrow afternoon, shall propose the names of

“persons to be chosen as two of the Delegates in Congress, in

“the stead of John Dickinson and John Evans, Esciuires, in the
“ method proposed respecting the President; and that such Dele-
“ gates be elected at such time and place and in the same manner
“that the Justices of the Supreme Court are above directed fo
“be elected.”

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assefnbly

with the concurrence of Council to the foregoing report and reso-

lution, and inform that House that the Council will attend in the

State House in half an hour to propose a person for President of

this State.

Mr. Vandyke reported that he had waited on the House of

Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

The Council proceeded to the State House and there met the

House of Assembly, when divers persons were put in nomination

for the office of President and their names taken down for the

consideration of the members of both Houses.

Then the Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.
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Wednesday, A. M., February 12th, 1777.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair a bill entitled “An act

against Desertion and harbouring Deserters, or dealing with them
in certain cases,” for the consideration and concurrence of the

Council.

Which, by order, was read the first time.

On motion, by order, \

The “bill to punish treasons and disaffected persons and for

“the security of the Government,” was read the second time,

and, after some time being spent therein, was postponed for

further consideration.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,*

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a letter from the Presi-

dent of Congress requesting an immediate representative from

this State.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and informed the Council that the House of Assein-

bly is now ready to proceed to the election of a President for tliis

State, agreeable to the joint resolution of yesterday, and then he

withdrew.
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The Council met the House of Assembly in the State House,
and there, in General Assembly, proceeded to the election of a
President for the State, and the members of both Houses, to wit:

seven of the Council and sixteen of the House of Assembly, tlien

present, havin|>- prepared tickets with the name of the President
to be appointed and put the same into tlie ballot-box, tlie Speak-
ers of the two Houses, in tlie jiresence of the other members,
examined the ballot-box, and it a[)pearin^ that nineteen votes,

out of the twenty-three put into the said box, were in favor of

the Honorable John McKinley, Esquire,

Whereupon the said John McKinley is declared duly elected

President of this State for the term of three years next ensuing,

and until the sitting of the nex.t General Assembly thereafter,

and no longer, agreeable to the present Constitution or systeii^

of government.
•

Then divers persons were put in nomination as suitable for the

respective offices of Justices of the Supreme Court for the State,

Judge of Admiralty, Justices of the Common Pleas and Orphans’
Courts for each County, and for Commissioner of the Continental

Loan Office, for this State, and for Delegates in Congress in the

,

stead of John Dickinson and John Evans, Esquires.

The Council then adjourned till lo o’clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, A. M., February 13th, 1777.

Council met, and resumed the consideration of the “bill to

punish treasons and disaffected persons, cS:c.,’’ and divers amend-

ments being proposed and agreed to, the same were transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Wiltbank wait on the House of Assembly

with the said bill and the amendments thereto proposed by this

House for their consideration and concurrence.
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^ Mr. Wiltbank reported that he had waited on the House of
Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

The House took into consideration the ‘
‘ bill for supporting and

establishing the Bills of Credit issued bv Congress, &c.,” which,

'lx
order, was read the second time and deferred for further con-

sideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

mi Friday, A. M., February 14th, 1777.

Council met, and resumed the consideration of the “bill for

supporting and establishing the Bills of Credit issued by Con-
gress, &c.,’’ and after some time spent therein the same was*

deferred till the afternoon.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

Mr. Collins, having returned from the camp in New Jersey,

appeared, but being indisposed prayed leave of absence. The
same was granted.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a letter from the Com-
missary General of Clothing, with the following resolution relative

thereto, to wit :

I
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“ In the House of Assembly,
“Friday, A. M., February 7th, 1777.

“ On motion.

Resolved^ That the Captains Kirkwood and Anderson march
“their companies forthwith to the City of Philadelphia, in order
“ that they may be clothed as speedily as possible.”

And returned the bill entitled “An act for the better establish-
ing the Militia,” with sundry amendments thereto, proposed for
consideration and concurrence of the Council,

Which were read and ordered to lie on the table.

The bill for supporting and establishing the Bills of Credit
issued by Congress, under consideration in the forenoon, was
resumed, and divers amendments being proposed and agreed to,

the same were transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Wiltbank wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bill and the amendments thereto proposed for their

consideration and concurrence.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Saturday, February 15th, 1777.

Council met, and took into consideration the resolution of the

House of Assembly respecting the march of the Captains Kirk-
wood and Anderson, which, being read, was concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Wiltbank wait on the House of Assembly
with their resolution aforesaid and letter from the Commissary
General relative thereto, with the concurrence of Council, and
return to that House the resolutions of Conjjress of the 14th

January, recommending it to the different Legislatures to enact

laws preventing the counterfeiting the Continental Bills of Credit,

&c.
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Mr. Wiltbank reported that he had waited on the House of
Assembly according^ to the orders aforesaid.

On motion, by order,

The bill entitled “An act against Desertion and harbouring
Deserters, &c.,“ was read the second time, and divers amend-
ments being proposed and agreed to, the same were transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Wiltbank wait on the House of A.ssembly
with the said bill and amendments thereto proposed for their

consideration and concurrence, who, being returned, reported
that he had waited on the House of Assembly according to the
order aforesaid.

Adjourned till Monday morning, lo o’clock.

Monday, A. M., February 17th, 1777."

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned the bill entitled “An act against De-
sertion and harbouring Deserters, <S:c.,’’ with the amendments
thereto proposed by this House, to all of which the House of

Assembly had agreed. And the bill entitled “An act for sup-

porting and establishing the Bills of Credit issued by Congress,

&c.,“ with the amendments proposed by this House, to which
the House of Assembly had also agreed.

,

And the same member delivered at the Chair a “ bill for aiding

the discontinuance of the process in the Supreme Court, and for

altering the times of holding the said Court and the Courts of

General Quarter Sessions and Common Pleas.’’ And a bill in-

titled “An act to render parts of divers Acts of Assembly and
certain law proceedings more conformable to the present Consti-

tution.’’

Which were laid on the table.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eouem Die, P. M.

Council met.

The House resumed the consideration of the bill entitled “An
act for the better establishing the Militia," as returned by the

House of Assembly with the amendments thereto proposed, and
divers amendments being made to the amendments proposed by
the House of Assembly, the same were agreed to and ordered to

be sent to the House of Assembly for their concurrence.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assem\jly

with the said bill and amendments, also a message assigning the

reasons for rejecting the first amendment proposed to said bill.

Who, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., February i8th, 1777.

Council met, and took into consideration the 6th amendment

P
roposed by them to the 4th resolution of the House ol Assein-

ly respecting the granting to Col. Jno. Jones, on certain condi-

tions, an exclusive right to make salt in this State for sale lor five

years, &c., and do adhere to the same.

On motion.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to draw up a mes-

sage to the House of Assembly assigning the reasons for adher-



i'‘jr

'j -s

,W /{ .ai'i
.J^dl

''

fa*’- i>i -: .. .v-Jl, bsmuir^'i

'5gs,s :?’aS’Syi|“?’<.s»

, . K.-..-rtU!SI TlHiW .<>'''f'
,

,
= ,!W bU-il o« l»foqoiM ’ vyr

j-,j..„ (,.(' ‘n! Will te!’'«'P;' lo --uuoH
no

''"•''5^';:;'J^:;^;i^i.,b:« aiU o1 ;i!nbio-.ot,

' -.A l^*i^nn^^ltb/i

,s-.«-~«»-“"'“

.' ." V -

'v , ; V

y. t h -i/i'*'

- V ..

. t..'.l Wl .A .vhaK'i'J'T

vvTi .!!*4!i -nMUjw'i '•”' •r\,

.ii« 1,41.

'to
mil

!.?'?
'.>J

'“

Y<J h *"'iOTq

rri, toi 0<'to.l
.ibUn. ..Ob 1*- {

.nobr^ifi^ riO

sum: ,;ur
;'

'J^:'

'

1
’

:t
:'

..UM.^tt.

V - -ri.-o-.'M?



THE DELAWARE STATE, 1777. 73

mg to the 6th amendment proposed to the resolution aforesaid,
and Messrs. Vandyke and Bassett were appointed for that pur-

• pose.

The committee appointed to draw up a message to the House
of Assembly laid one on the table, wnich was read, and, after
some amendments made, was transcribed, signed by the Speaker,
and is as follows :*

’

^

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
with the said message.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

The bill entitled “An act of free and general pardon, indemnity
and oblivion,” was read the second time and postponed for further

consideration.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned the bill entitled
‘ ‘An act for the better

establishing the Militia,” with the concurrence of the House of

Assembly to the amendments proposed by the Council to the

amendments proposed by the House of Assembly, and the con-

sent of that House to recede from their first amendment proposed
to the said bill, and the amendments proposed and concurred in

as aforesaid being made in the bill, ordered that the same be en-

grossed.

^ This message does not appear to have been placed on record.
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The bill “for aiding the discontinuance of the process in the
Supreme Court, and for altering the times of holding the said

Court and the Courts of General Quarter Sessions and Common
Pleas,” was, by order, read the ist time.

On motion, by order,

The bill entitled
‘

‘ An act to render parts of divers acts of

Assembly and certain law proceedings more conformable to the

present Constitution,” was also read the first time.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following resolution,

to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,
^

“Tuesday, P. M., F'ebruary i8th, 1777.

“ On motion.

Resolved^ That it is the opinion of this House that the Gen-
“ eral Assembly should proceed to the clioice of the remaining
“ Civil Officers of this State, who are in nomination, on Thursday
“morning next, and that the Council be requested to concur

“herein.”

Which was read and ordered to lie on the table for considera-

tion.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Wednesday, A. M., F'ebruary 19th, 1777.

Council met.

On motion and order,

The bill for aiding the discontinuance of the process of the
Supreme Court, and for altering the times of holding the said
Court and the Courts of General Quarter Sessions and Common
Pleas, was read a second time and agreed to by the Council.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the d9or,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair the votes and proceedings
of that branch of the Council of Safety for New Castle County
since their appointment in November last, together with the fol-

lowing resolution of that House, to wit :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., February i8th, 1777.-

“The House resumed the consideration of the votes and pro-

“ceedings of that branch of the Council of Safety residing in

“the County of New Castle (since the last sitting of the General
“Assembly), and, after some time spent therein, the same were
“approved of; and as to that part of the said proceedings which
“relates to the aj:>plication of the Militia w'ho marched from this

“ State to join the Continental army respecting a bounty therefor,

Resolved, every non-commissioned officer and private

“that marched from this State to join General Washington, and
“who remained in service for the space of six weeks from the

“time of marching until such person was regularly discharged

“by order of the General, shall be allowed a bounty of six dol-

“lars.“

On motion and order,

The votes and proceedings of that branch of the Council ol

Safety residing in the County of New Castle, w'ith the resolution

of the House of Assembly aforesaid, were severally read, and the
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same being taken into consideration, the same votes and proceed-
ings were generally approved of by Council and the said resolu-
tion concurred in.

On motion and order,

The Council resumed the consideration of the bill entitled “An
act of free and general pardon, indemnity and oblivion,” and the
same being again read was unanimously rejected.

Mr. Speaker laid on the table a memorial from himself, as one
of the Delegates from this .State to Congress, representing that

such is the state of his private affairs at present that it will be
very injurious to him to give his attendance in Congress for some
months to come, which may, with just reason, be expected by the
General Assembly, therefore he prayed leave to resign his seat

in Congress.
•

Which, by order, was read and postponed for consideration.

It appearing to the Council that Boaz Manlove, late of Sussex
County, doth retain in his hands the sum of three hundred and
eighty pounds, part of the Sussex County quota of the Bills of

Credit ordered to be emitted by an Act of Assembly passed in

the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-

five, entitled “An act for emitting the sum of Thirty Thousand
Pounds in Bills of Credit on loan, and providing a fund for pay-

ment of Public Debts,” and deposited in his hands as one of the

signers of the bills.

On motion, leave is granted to bring in a bill for the recovery

of the aforesaid sum of three hundred and eighty pounds, with

interest from the first day of April last past, and thereupon Mr.

Bassett delivered a bill for the purpose aforesaid at the table,

which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

The resolution of the House of Assembly of yesterday respect-
ing the choice of the remaining civil officers on Thursday morning
next was taken into consideration, and, on motion, the following
message, drawn up at the table, was transcribed, and, by order,
signed by the Speaker, to wit

;

“A MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL TO THE HOUSE
“OF ASSEMBLY.

Gentlemen

:

“ The Council having taken into consideration the resolution

“of the House of Assembly for the choice of the remaining Civil

“Officers of this State on Thursday morning next, are of opinion,^

“upon a review of the other business before them, that the time*

“of choosing those officers had better be postponed till Friday
“morning next, and wish that that time may be approved of by
“the House of Assembly.”

The bill against Desertion and harbouring of Deserters, &c.,

and the bill for the supporting and establishing the Bills of Credit

issued by Congress, &c., being severally examined and compared
with the amendments proposed by the Council, and the.,same ap-

pearing to have been severally made and entered in the said bills,

the Council consent that the said bills be enacted into laws.

Ordered, That Mr. Sykes wait on the House of Assembly with

the message aforesaid and the two last mentioned bills, together

with the bill for aiding the discontinuance of the process of the

Supreme Court.

Mr. Sykes, being returned, reported that he had waited on

the House of Assembly and delivered the papers given^to him in

charge according to order.
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On motion, by special order,

.

The bill for the recovery of a sum of money due from Boaz
Manlove to this State was read a second time, and, after some
amendments made, passed this House, and ordered to be sent to

the House of Assembly for their concurrence.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered at the Chair a written message from
the Assembly, in answer to the message from the Council con-

taining their reasons for adhering to their amendment of the 4th

resolution of the House of Assembly for granting to Col. Jones,

on certain conditions, an exclusive right to make salt in this State

for sale for five years, and the same being read was laid on the

table.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered at the Chair the following resolutTon

of that House, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, A. M., February 19th, 1777.

“ On motion,

'^Resolved, T\mX. Mr. Thompson, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Robin-

“son be a committee to join Messrs. Sykes and Vandyke, a

“committee of Council, to state an account of expenditures by

“this State for and in behalf of the Continent."

Which was read and approved.

The member from the Assembly aforesaid also delivered at -the

Chair the concurrence of the House of Assembly to the proposal

made by the Council in their message of this day for postponing

the choice of the remaining civil officers of this State till I- riday

morning next.

On motion.

Ordered, That Mr. Wiltbank wait on the House of Assembly

with the bill entitled “An act of free and general pardon, iiulein-

nity and ol)livion," and intorm that House that the said l)ill is

rejected by the Council.
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And with the bill for the recovery of a sum of money due from
Boaz Manlove to the Delaware State, for their perusal and con-
currence.

And with the votes and proceedings of the Council of Safety
of New Castle County, with the resolutions of the House of As-
sembly thereon, and for a bounty to be allowed to such of the
Militia as marched and served six weeks, &c., with the approba-
tion and concurrence of Council.

And with the orders of the House of Assembly for arresting
Boaz Manlove and Thomas Robinson, and the Sergeant-at-
Arms’ return thereon, and the letter from the said Thomas Rob-
inson to James Garrigen, Esq.

And with the approbation of Council to an appointment of the
Committee for Publick Expenditures.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Thursday, 20th February.

Council met, and took into consideration the written message
from the House of Assembly of yesterday respecting the grant
of an exclusive right, on certain conditions, to Col. Jones to

make salt in this State for sale for the term of five years, and
some time being spent thereon, the following message, being
drawn up at the table, was agreed to, and transcribed and or-

dered to be signed by the Speaker :
*

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned the bill for the recovery of a sum of

money due from Boaz Manlove to the Delaware State, with a

The message is not recorded in the minutes.
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p^per of amendments proposed by the House of Assembly there-
to, which, being read and considered, were agreed to, and being
made in the bill the same were ordered to be engrossed.

On motion and order,

The bill entitled,

“An act to render parts of divers acts of Assembly and cer-

tain law proceedings more conformable to the present Consti-
tution,”

Was read a second time, and several amendments proposed
being agreed to, the bill, with the amendments, were ordered to

be returned to the House of Assembly for their consideration

and concurrence.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly with

the last bill and its amendments and the foregoing message from
the Council.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported that he had delivered

the same according to order.

The Militia bill being engrossed was read and compared at the

table and ordered to be sent to the House of Assembly for their

examination.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Friday, February 21st, 1777.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered at the Chair the following resolution,

to wit

:
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“ In the House of Assembly,
Friday, A. M., February 21st, 1777.

I

“ On motion,

Resolved, That the Prothonotary of the Court of Common
“Pleas for the County of New Castle do deliver the seal of the
“said county, used in his office, unto the Honorable the Speaker
“of the Council, the same seal being established as the Great
“ Seal of this State until a new one is made and delivered to the
“ President and Commander-in-Chief

;
and then it is ordered* that

“the seal aforesaid be redelivered to the Prothonotary.”

Read and concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Sykes wait on the House of Assembly with
the above resolution and concurrence of Council thereto. '

Mr. Sykes, being returned, reported that he had waited on the
House of Assembly according to order.

The Council, according to the order of the day, met the Presi-

dent of the State and the House of Assembly in the State House,
and the President and members of both Houses having prepared
tickets with the names of the Justices of the Supreme Court to

be appointed for the State and put the same into the ballot-box,

the Speakers of the two Houses, in presence of the President

and the members, examined the ballot-box, and it appearing that

there was a majority of votes in favor of Richard M. William,

Esquire, as Chief Justice of the said Court, and a majority of

votes in favor of Ciesar Rodney, Esquire, as second Justice of

the said Court, and a majority of the votes in favor of James
Sykes, Esquire, as third Justice of the said Court,

Thereupon the said Richard M. William, Caesar Rodney, and

James Sykes are declared duly elected and appointed Justices of

the Supreme Court for the State.

Then the President and members of both Houses proceeded,

in like manner, to ballot for a Judge of Admiralty, and it appear-

ing that there was a majority of votes in favor of Nicholas Van-

dyke, Esquire,

Thereupon the said Nicholas Vandyke is declared duly elected

and appointed Judge of Admiralty.

1

1
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Then the President and members of both Houses proceeded,
in like manner, to ballot for Justices of the Courts of Common
Pleas and Ori)hans’ Courts for the County of New Castle, and
it appearing that the votes were unanimously in favor of John
Jones, Esquire, as Chief Justice of the said Courts

;
James Lati-

mer, Esquire, as second Justice; John Thompson, Esquire, as
third Justice, and Abraham Robinson, Esquire, as fourth Justice
of the said Courts,

Thereupon the said John Jones, James Latimer, John Thomp-
son, and Abraham Robinson are declared duly elected and ap-
pointed Justices of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’
Court for New Castle County.

Then the President and members of both Houses proceeded,
in like manner, to ballot for Justices of the Courts of Commop
Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of Kent, and it appear-
ing that the votes were unanimously in favor of Thomas Tikon,
Esquire, as Chief Justice; John Clark, Esquire, as second Justice;

Richard Smith, Esquire, as third Justice, and Thomas White,
Esq’r, as fourth Justice of the said Courts,

Thereupon the said Thomas Tilton, John Clark, Richard*
Smith, and Thomas White are declared duly elected and ap-

pointed Justices of the Courts of Common Pleas and Orphans’
Courts for Kent County.

Then the President and members of both Houses proceeded,

in like manner, to ballot for Justices of the- Courts of Common
Pleas and Orphans’ Courts for the County of Sussex, and it ap-

pearing that twenty votes, of the twenty-one persons voting, were
in favor of John Wiltbank, Esquire, as Chief Justice of the said

Courts
;
and the votes were unanimously in favor of William

Polk, Esquire, as second Justice, and of John Laws, Esquire, as

third Justice, and that there was a majority of the votes in favor

of Isaac Smith, Esquire, as fourth Justice of the said Courts,

Thereupon the said John Wiltbank, William Polk, John Laws,

and Isaac Smith are duly declared elected and appointed Justices

of the Courts of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Courts for Sussex

County.

Then the President withdrew, and the members of both Houses

])roceedod, in like manner, to ballot for a Commissioner of the
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Continental Loan Office for this State, and it appearing? that the
votes were unanimously in favor of Samuel Patterson, Esq’r,

Thereupon tlie said Samuel Patterson is declared duly elected
and appointed Commissioner of the Continental Loan Office for

this State.

Then the members of both Houses proceeded, in like manner,
to ballot for two Delegates to serve in Congress in the stead of

John Dickinson and John Evans, Esquires, and it appearing that

there was a majority of votes in favor of Nicholas Vandyke and
James Sykes, Esquires,

Thereupon the said Nicholas Vandyke and James Sykes are
declared duly chosen and appointed Delegates to represent this

State in Congress in the stead of John Dickinson and John
Evans.

#

Then the members of the two Houses proceeded also to the

choice of Military Treasurers, and it appearing that the following

gentlemen were unanimously elected, to wit : Samuel Patterson,

Esq’r, for the County of New Castle; John Banning, Esq’r, for.

the County of Kent, and John Rodney, Esq’r, for the County
of Sussex, thereupon they are declared duly appointed to the

said office.

Then the Council adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

The bill for the recovery of a sum of money due from Boaz

Manlove to the Delaware State, being engrossed, was read and

comj)ared at the table and ordered to be sent to the House of •

Assembly for their examination.
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Ordered, Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bill, and also the bill for the better establishing a
Militia in this State.

Mr. Vandyke, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., February ^d.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned the bill entitled “An act to punish
treasons and disaffected persons, &c.,“ with the amendments ^
proposed by the Council, to all of which the House of Assembly
concurred except the 5th, 7th, 8th, nth and 13th. As to the

14th they propose two amendments. Also the bill entitled “An
act to render parts of divers Acts of Assembly and certain law

proceedings more conformable to the present Constitution,” with

the amendments proposed by this House, to all of which the

House of Asseml)ly agreetl except the ist.

On motion.

Ordered, That the following message, drawn up at the table,

be transcribed, signed by the Speaker and sent to the House of

Assembly, to wit

:

Gentlemen :

As you have rejected the first amendment proposed to the

bill entitled “An act to render parts of divers acts of Assembly
and certain law proceedings more conformable to the present

Constitution,” without assigning the reasons of your dissent, and

the Council still retaining their opinion that the amendment is a
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necessary one to make the recital, in which the amendment is

proposed, correspond with the enacting clause providing the
remedy, either the one or the other requires an amendment

;

therefore, to save time, as the session is so near a conclusion, the
Council do propose to the House of Assembly a conference of
two or more members from each House upon the subject matter
of this amendment.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly with
said message.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the mes-
sage according to order.

The committee appointed to confer with a committee of
Assembly on the subject matter of settling and adjusting tjie

accounts of the officers and privates in tlie 2d Delaware Bat-
talion of the Flying Camp, commanded by Col. Samuel Batter-

son, from the time of their enlistment to their being passed by
the Commissary of Musters, brought in their report with respect
to Thomas Skillington’s account, unsettled at a former meeting
of said committee, which, by order, was read, and follows in thes.e

words, to wit

:

“The committee of Council appointed to confer with a com-
mittee of Assembly on the subject matter of settling and

“adjusting the accounts of the officers and privates in the 2d
“ Delaware Battalion of the Flying Camp, commanded by Col.

“Samuel Patterson, from the time of their inlistment to their

“being passed by the Commissary of Musters, at Philadelphia,

“do report that they met the committee of Assembly to settle

“and adjust the account of Captain Thomas Skillington, who
“commanded a company in said battalion (which, by a former

“report of said committee is mentioned not to have been laid

“before them at their first meeting), and they find the amount
“of the same, for pay, subsistence, inlisting, and other charges,

“specified in an account of particulars herewith returned, to be
“ ;^365 : 9 : 1 1, which your committee submit to the examination

“and correction of Council. And your committee do further

“report it as their opinion that a committee of 3 persons be

“appointed, two by the House of Assembly and one by the

“Council, in each county, to settle what sum of money is due to

“each private in the battalion aforesaid, as well for his service
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“from the time of passing muster, at Philadelphia, as for his pay
“and subsistence from his inlistment to the time of muster afore-
“said

;
and that such settlements ought to be made by the said

“committee, respectively, in presence of the captains and pri-
“ vates, or their representatives, from time to time, upon 8 days’
“notice given of the time and place of meeting by advertise-
“ment.”

The foregoing report being read the 2d time and considered,
passed the Council.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly for their concurrence.

The report of the same committee as to the other accounts of

the same battalion, passed by the House of Assembly the pth
instant, was, by order, read a 2d time and concurred in by the
Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Wiltbank deliver the said several reports,

together with the accounts therein referred to, to the House of

Assembly.

Who, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned the resolutions of that House respect-

ing Col. Jon’es’s petition for an exclusive right to make salt, &c.,

with the amendments thereto proposed by the Council, also an

amendment proposed by the House of Assembly to their 4th

resolution, and delivered the resolutions following, to wit :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, A. M., February 22d, 1777.

“ On motion.

Resolved, That the Speakers of both Houses be requested

“to write to General Washington, informing him of the receipt

“of his letter of the 31st of January last; that in consequence

“thereof the Legislature of this State have passed an ‘An act

“against desertion and harbouring deserters, or dealing with

“them in certain cases,* which they Hatter themselves will an-
‘

‘ swer the intended purpose.
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“That the General Assembly have been informed that Col.
“ Bedford and Major McDonough decline going into the service
“of the army.

“That the recruiting of the Delaware Battalion goes on very
“slowly, occasioned, as is apprehended, by the want of the va-
“cancies of officers in the said battalion being filled up, and the
“great number of parties from other States now recruiting in

“this.”

“ In the House of Assembly,
“Saturday, A. M., February 22d, 1777.

“ On motion,

Resolved, That the President be and he is hereby impowered
“and directed to issue his proclamation for continuing all offi-

“cers, civil and military, in this State, in the full exercise of their

“respective offices, according to the present Constitution,* until

“superceded by new appointments.”

Also, the following verbal message, to wit

:

“Verbal Message to the Council from the Assembly,*

“The House of Assembly have concurred in your proposition

“for appointing conferees respecting the ist amendment proposed
“to the bill entitled ‘An act to render parts of divers acts of As-
“sembly and certain law proceedings more conformable to the

“present Constitution,’ and have appointed Jacob Moore and
“Charles Ridgely, Esquires, for that service.”

On motion.

Ordered, That Messrs. Sykes and Bassett be a committee on
the part of this House for the purpose aforesaid.

A member of the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following orders, to

wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, A M., February 2 2d, 1777.

“The House resumed the consideration of the petition from

“Robert Burton, Leatherberry Barker, William Bagwell, and
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“ William Milby, inhabitants of this State, now prisoners in the
“goal of Philadelphia, and thereupon

''Ordered, That the same be referred to the President and
“ Commander-in-Chief, who is requested to write to the Council
“of Safety of Pennsylvania to permit the petitioners to be
“brought into this State, as well as any other subject of this
“State who may be now confined, by their order, for any State
“offence, excej)! against the State of Pennsylvania, to be dealt
“with according to law.”

“ In the House of Assembly,
“F'riday, P. M., February 21st, 1777.

“The report of the Committee on Publick Accounts was, by
“order, read the 2d time and agreed to except the 4th article
“thereof, which was recommitted to the same committee.”

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

The committee appointed to confer with a committee of the

House of Assembly respecting the ist amendment proposed by
the Council to the bill entitled “An act to render parts of divers

acts of Assembly and certain law proceedings more conformable
to the present Constitution,” now report that they had met the

committee of conferees and agreed on certain amendments neces-

sary to be made in the said bill, and that they had delivered the

same bill to the committee, that the amendments agreed to might
be made in the House of Assembly, which this House approves.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door
was admitted and returned the bill aforesaid with the concurrence

of the House to the amendments made and agreed to by the

committee of conferees.
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A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered at the Chair the bill entitled “An act
for printing and emitting ^15,000 in Bills of Credit of this State
to be let out on loan, and for striking the further sum of /lo.ooo
in such bills for the use of this State and for providing a fund for

sinking the same,” with divers amendments thereto proposed, for

the consideration and concurrence of Council.

Also, the following resolution, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., February 22, 1777.

^'Resolved, That the President, or Commander-in-Chief, be
“'impowered to draw on the Trustees of the Loan Office for this

“State, or any of them, for such sums as have been agreed by
“the General Assembly to be due to any person or persons upon
“the reports of the committee on accounts liquidated, he'taking

“receipts for .said draughts, out of the sum of ;^io,ooo to be
“struck and given for the defence and use of this State in.pursu-

“ance of an act, passed this session, entitled ‘An act for printing

“and emitting ^{^15,000 in Bills of Credit of this State to be 4et

“out on loan, and for striking the further sum of ^To,ood in ,

“such bills for the use of this State and for providing a fund for

“ sinking the same.’
”

The Council took into consideration the amendments proposed

by them to the House of Assembly to the bill entitled “An act

to punish treasons and disaffected persons, &c.,” and the amend-
ment proi)osed to the 14th amendment, and do adhere to the

same
;
as to the amendments proposed concurred in.

On motion.

Ordered, That a committee be aj)pointed to draw up a message

to the Hou.se of Assembly assigning the reasons for adhering to

their amendments proposed to the bill aforesaitl, and Messrs.

Sykes and Bassett were appointed for the purpose.

The committee appointed to draw up a message to the House

of Assembly laid one on the table, which was read, and, after

some amendments made, transcribed and signed by the Speaker,

and is as follows, to wit

:

I 2
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Gentlent671 :

The Council have reconsidered the several amendments pro-
posed by them to the bill entitled “An act to punish treasons and
disaffected persons, and for the security of the Government,” and
not agreed to by the House of Assembly, and do adhere to them
severally for the following reasons, that is to say :

As to their 5th amendment, for that the word High, proposed
to be struck out in the amendment, is not used in the Statute of
25th of Edward the 3d, stiled the Statute of Treason in Great
Britain, the form whereof is evidently made the basis of the
present clause, and justly so, as that statute hath been esteemed
a good and' equitable law between the governor and governed,
and the construction thereof clearly ascertained.

As to their 7th amendment, for that it tends to takeoff the

dangerous consequences attending the misconstruction of words
or expressions used in common conversation, and preserves free-

dom of speech and privilege of freemen, whereas the clause to

which this amendment is proposed, in the opinion of the Council,

will encourage a race of informers, the pest of society, and who
always were the engines of tyrants in every State. It is to be
hoped that the just cause in which all America is embarked is not

to be injured by the speeches of rash, foolish or wicked individ-

uals, or at least they are not to be so much apprehended as the

effects of so dangerous a precedent in the infancy of our Govern-
ment.

The 8th amendment is adhered to as a consequence of the 7th.

As to their nth amendment, for that, they are of opinion, an

increase of the fine and time of imprisonment would equally tend

to prevent a breach of the law, and the execution thereof by no

means be so disagreeable to humanity. It is frequently found,

by experience, that ignominious and disgraceful punishment

hardens more offenders than they reclaim.

As to their 13th amendment, because they do conceive that the

oath or teste prescribed in the system of government, and recited

in this clause, contains, in substance, the whole of the additional

teste proposed in the bill, and the Council apprehend it would

be wrong, without some evident necessity, thus early to add or
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diminish from that form held out to the people, more especially

as the teste prescribed in the system of government, and no
other, was taken by the members of the General Assembly, who
are in the first department in the State, with whom the people
have intrusted their lives, liberties and properties. The Council
therefore cannot think it necessary that those persons who are to

fill the inferior departments should be obliged to take any other.

These reasons weigh strongly with the Council. Many others

might be adduced
;

l)ut they flatter themselves that when the

House of Assembly review the parts of the bill particularly

objected to they will adopt the amendments proposed by the

Council.

‘ A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered at the Chair the following resolutionte,

to wit

:

#

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., February 22d, 1777.

“The House took into consideration the state of the Fort on

“Xtiana River, in the Borough of Wilmington, together with the

“publick powder and other military stores kept in the magazines

“m the said fort, and, on motion,

^'Resolved, That the said fort, together with the powder and

“other military stores be put under the command and care of a

“Fort Major, two Sergeants and twelve privates, to be immedi-

“ately raised, paid and supported at the expense of the State,

“ until discharged by the General Assembly thereof.

“That the pay of the said troops per kalender month.be as

follows :

r Fort Major, 18 dollars.

“To ] Each Sergeant, 8 dollars.

(
“ Private, 5

“

“That in lieu of rations, each person be allowed los. per week

“for his subsistence, and the commanding officer to have double

,“ that sum.

Resolved, That Capt. Ralph Walker, of the Borough of Wil-

“ mington, be appointed Fort Major (instead of Mr. Charles West,
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“late Fort Major, who is rendered incapable of that office), and
“that he be commissioned by the President and Commander-in-
“ Chief accordingly

;
which said Fort Major shall forthwith inlist

“the number of persons above mentioned, who, from the time
“ of inlistment, shall receive the pay and subsistence aforesaid.

''Resolved, That the said Fort Major take under his care and
“direction any fire-rafts that may be built or brought into this

“State, and be subject to the command of the President or Com-
“ mander-in-Chief “

On motion,

Ordered, That Mr. Wiltbank wait on the House of Assembly
with the following papers, to wit

:

\

The bill entitled “An act to punish treasons, &c.,“ and mes-
sage assigning the reasons of Council for adhering to the amend-
ments proposed to the said bill

;

The bill entitled “An act to render divers acts of Assembly,
ike., more conformable to the present Constitution

The report of the Committee on Publick Accounts, with the

concurrence of Council
;

The resolutions of the House of Assembly respecting the ap-

pointment of a Fort Major, and concurrence of Council thereto
;

The resolutions on Col. Jones’s petition respecting salt works,
with the further amendments proposed by Council

;

The resolution impowering the President to issue his procla-

mation for continuing officers, with concurrence of Council
;

The resolution upon the petition of Robert Burton and others,

with concurrence of Council.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned to the Chair the report of the com-
mittee on Capt. Skillington’s account, and resolution of Council

thereon, with the concurrence of the House of Assembly, and

appointment of David Finney, Esq., and Col. George Latimer

a Committee for the County of New Castle
;
Messrs. John Prior
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and French Battle for the County of Kent, and Isaac Horsey,
Esq’r, and Mr. John Tenant for the County of Sussex, for the
service therein proposed.

[Vide the report for persons appointed on the part of Council,
and enter it.]

Also, the resolutions respecting salt works, with concurrence
of the House of Assembly to the amendment last proposed by
the Council to the 4th resolution instead of the amendment pro-
posed by the House of Assembly, which being made, the said

resolutions are as follows, to wit :

''Resolved, i. That the sum of one thousand pounds be let

“by this State upon loan to the said Col. John Jones (the better

“to enable him to carry into execution his intention of erecting

“salt works in this State, at or near Indian River, in Sussex
“County,), he, the said John Jones, giving bond, with sufficient

“sureties, for the payment of that sum at the expiration of five

“years from the date of said bond.

“ 2. That for the further encouraging the said Col. Jones in

“prosecuting his intentions and erecting said works for manu-
“ factoring the useful article of salt, this State should engage to

“purchase or take of him the quantity of ten thousand bushels

“of salt, at the rate of five shillings per bushel, annually for the

“space or term of five years, in consideration of which,

"Resolved, 3. That the said Col. John Jones ought to engage
“ aiul bind himself, his executors and administrators, to deliver,

“for the use of this State, to such person or persons as the
“ President shall appoint, all the salt that by him shall be manu-
“ factored or made therein (at the place where the salt works
“shall be erected), for the space or term of five years aforesaid,

“at the rate of five shillings per bushel, so that the quantity in

“any one year during that term does not exceed ten thousand

“bushels; and that he should be bound and obliged to deliver,

“ in each and every year during the term aforesaid, at the manu-
“ factory aforesaid, for the use of this State, the quantity of three

“thousand bushels of salt, manufactured therein at the rate afore-

“said.

*This report docs not appear on the record.
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“ 4. That upon the said Col. John Jones complying with the
“conditions herein before expressed to be by him entered into

“and performed, that he, the said Col. John Jones, his executors,
“administrators and assigns, ought to have the exclusive right of
“making salt in this State for sale for and during the last four
“years of the term aforesaid; and that he may dispose of and sell
‘

‘ to such person or persons as he pleases, and at such prices as

“he can get, all the overplus salt he shall make after furnishing

“the State with the aforesaid quantity of ten thousand bushels
‘

‘ annually for the term of five years aforesaid.

“ 5. That the said sum of one thousand pounds be drawn for

“by the President out of the ten thousand pounds granted by
“the present General Assembly for the use of the State, under
“whose direction the bond aforesaid from the said John Jones
“and his sureties shall betaken, with the further condition th\it

“the same shall be payable at the end of any one year during
“which the said John Jones shall fail to supply the aforesaid

“ quantity of three thousand bushels of salt.

“ 6. That if the said John Jones shall neglect to make appli-
“ cation for the said draught, or to execute his bond on or beforo

“the 20th day of April next, that the encouragement proposed
“to be given to him shall cease.”

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following acts and
resolutions of the House of Assembly, to affix the Great Seal to

the same, to wit :

“ In Assembly, February 22d, 1777, P. M.

“ On motion,

^'Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

“the Great Seal of this State to the following laws, to wit :

“ I. ‘An act for supporting and establishing certain Bills of

“ Credit issued by the Congress of the United States of America,

“and to prevent the counterfeiting of tlie .same and certain lottery

“tickets issued by their authority, certificates of the Continental

“ Loan Office, and other bills of credit

“2. ‘An act for aiding the discontinuance of the process in

“the Supreme Court, and for altering the times of holding the



•ov. M.-J '(ir. 'i'j wni’iiV h'i

-.
4.

..u.
.IvO

bri ^vm^uua f.^i
,.>c5 j. >

.
^

. ;,

V)
i - •

•^|{;jr' '/?rh n
,

0.11- >0 n...

.

JfUh .d .Aj;;

4!>m; '.uod ,KnP.;nib c^04w;^

.Hi i!. ,U .ui

j^.;'Jt nOilKMi.. '

-'it in
*rtu.d

:-b V.
't'‘^-- 4---

,,.s,'-i',,l
H. M-:. b^’r.o '

„:„ (;,.,jA. V. ,.;i' '•J''''-
,

Ik rv,i

! ‘‘J xliMW^i'!'-
“,,4.'l.„\r"-.i;,^^ ...iliiUiinK"

= H,:iT
'"

loob IS.:.' b«.i !-*33 i«'; 5'..
.'(.«

;>i:-, CJ, >.,••
rtJ

• •
...

ill
I! j'f.;

; iK; U?

„ .j,,

a

'....».. .«-;• »;.'.i

;7 ::

:?
'-

'
V.lbo boi. fiUoJ.

<f--r,
' 'r



THE DELAWARE STATE, I 777- 95

“said court and also the Courts of Quarter Sessions of the Peace
“and Goal Delivery and Courts of Common Pleas

“3. ‘An act for printing and emitting /^i5,ooo in Bills of
“Credit of this State to be let out on loan, and for striking the
“further sum of ^10,000 in such bills for the use of this State,

“and for providing a fund for sinking the same

“4. ‘An act for the recovery of a sum of money due from
“ Boaz Manlove, of the County of Sussex, to the Delaware
“State;’

“ 5. ‘An act for establishing a Militia in this State

“6. ‘An act for ascertaining the salaries and allowances to

“the officers and persons herein mentioned employed in the

“Government df this State and for the providing a fund forjthe

“payment thereof ;’

0

“7. ‘An act to render parts of divers acts of Assembly and
“certain law proceedings more conformable to the present Con-
“stitution;’

“8. ‘An act against desertion and harbouring deserters, *or

“dealing with them in certain cases.’
’’

The House took into consideration the report of the Commit-
tee on Publick Accounts, and divers amendments being proposed

to the I St report and agreed to, the same were transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of the Assem-
bly with the said amendments and following papers, to wit

:

1st and 2d report of Committee on Public Accounts, with the

papers therein referred to
;

The resolutions of the House of Assembly requesting the

Speakers of both Houses to write to General Washington, with

the amendments thereto proposed and papers therein referred to;

The resolutions of the House of Assembly impowering the

President to draw for the sums appropriated by the General As-

sembly, with the concurrence of Council.

Mr. Vandyke, being returned, reported that he had waited on

the House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.
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A member from the House of Assembly, attending at tlie door,
was admitted and returned to the Cliair the report of the com-
mittee for adjusting the accounts of the officers and jirivates of
the 2d Delaware Battalion, with the amendments proposed, and
David Finney, George Latimer, and John Thompson are ap-
pointed a committee for the County of New Castle

;
John Prior

and PVench Battle for the County of Kent, and Isaac Horsey and
John Tenant for the County of Sussex, for the service aforesaid.

The House proceeded to the choice of 2 Privy Counsellors,
when it appeared that Thos. McDonough and George Latimer
were duly elected.

Gn motion.

Ordered, That a certificate of the appointment aforesaid b^
drawn up and sent to the House of Assembly for their concur-
rence, which was done, and is as follows, to wit :*

Ordered, That the bills passed this session be signed by the

Speaker and returned to the House of Assembly.

Ordered, That Mr. Wiltbank wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bills and certificate, also the report of the Commit-*
tee for Publick Accounts.

Mr, Wiltbank reported that he had waited on the House of

Assembly according to order.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the

door, was admitted and returned the resolutions of that House
requesting the S{ieakers of both Houses to write to General

Washington, with the amendments thereto proposed. As to the

1 st and 2d, acceded to
;
as to the rest, propose an amendment.

Which was agreed to.

Also, the following resolution, to wit

:

“In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., February 22d, 1777.

''Resolved, That the Council be informed that this House,

“apprehending the business before the General Assembly may

* The certificate was left out by the Clerk.
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“be brought to a conclusion to-day, propose to adjourn to Mon-
“day, the 2d June next.”

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered the amendments proposed by the
House of Assembly to the amendments proposed by the Council
to the resolution directing the Speakers of both Houses to write
to General Washington.

Also the following verbal message, to wit

:

“Verbal Message from the House of Assembly to
“the Council.

“The House has ordered the Speaker to sign any draught that

“may be presented by the Speaker of Council for the payment
“of the expenses of the .session.”

,

'

On motion, •

Ordered, That the following verbal message be transcribed,

signed by the Speaker, and sent to the House of Assembly,
to wit

;

Gentlemen

:

The Council have been so engaged*

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Asseml^ly
with the following papers, to wit

:

The resolutions of the House of Assembly respecting salt

works, and resolutions requesting the Speakers of both Houses
to write to General Washington, as amended

;

Letters from the President of Congress, inclosing sundry reso-

lutions respectinjy Continental currency, and requesting an imme-
diate representation from this State in Congress

;

The report of the committee on Capt. Skillington’s account,

with concurrence of Council, and ajjpointment of John Thomp-
son, Esq., for the County of New Castle

;
John Cook, Esq., lor

the County of Kent, and William Polk, Esq., for the County of

Sussex, on the part of this House for the purpose aforesaid.

* 'I'he ul)ove is jusl as it is in tlit ori^jiiml.

13
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Mr. Vandyke reported that he had waited on the House of
Assembly according to order.

A member from the flouse of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill to punish treasons
and disaffected persons, &c., with the amendments proposed by
this House, to all of which the House of Assembly agreed.

Also, delivered the following verbal message, to wit

:

A Verbal Message to itie Council from thi*; Assembly.

Gentlemen :

The Assembly are so straitened *

The bill to punish treasons, &c., as amended, was read and
compared at the table. Agreed that the same be enacted into a

law.

Ordered, That the Speaker subscribe the same, which was
done accordingly.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bill as signed by the Speaker.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned the certificate, &c., of the appointment
of the Delegates to Congress, with their concurrence.

The Council took into consideration their expenses this session,

and thereupon

Resolved, That there be paid to the members of Council :

•

For New Castle County, for personal expenses by
them incurred, to wit

; 3 members, 42 days, . . . 74 17 9
To the members of Kent County, for same, .... 78 17 9
To the members of Sussex County, for same, ... 82 17 9
To Slator Clay, Clerk of Council, for 40 days’ attend-

ance, cYc., @ 7s. 6 20 17 6

Carried over .£257 10 9

*The above is according to the manuscript record.
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I.:--

Brought over, ^£257 10 9

To Jas. Firth, Messenger to Sussex, 2 10 o
To Robert Mcllheron, the same to camp, 10 o o
To Robert Booth, Messenger to summon witnesses, . i 13 o

/271 13 9

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
ol Assembly for concurrence, which was done accordingly.

Then the Council adjourned to the 6th day of June next.
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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL
OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE, .

Thursday, May ist, 1777.

Council met in pursuance of a summons from his Excellency
John McKinley, Esquire, President and Commander-in-Chief.

A quorum of members not having attended, adjourned till to-

morrow morning, 10 o'clock.

Friday, A. M., May 2d, 1777.

Council met.

It appears by the returns of the Sheriffs and Inspectors of the

Counties of Kent and Sussex that, pursuant to a writ from the

Speaker, an election was held on the 25th April last, at the usual

places of election, for the choice of members of Council in the

room of William Polk and John Wiltbank, Esquires, who arc

appointed Justices of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans'
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Court for the County of Sussex, and James Sykes, Esquire, who
is appointed one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of this ,
State, when the following gentlemen were chosen, to wit :

FOR THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX,

John Jones,
Samuel Shelton Sloss.

FOR THE COUNTY OF KENT,

John Baning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning.

Saturday, A. M., May 3d.
*

Council met.

A member from the House of As.seml)ly delivered the following
message from his Excellency the President to the General Assem-
bly, to wit :

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE GEN-

ERAL ASSEMBLY.
‘

‘ Gentlemen

:

“ I herewith send you sundry resolutions of Congress of the
“ 14th ultimo, recommending measures to the Legislatures of

“each of the United States for tlie more speedy furnishing their
“ several quotas of troops, together with a circular letter ad-
“ dressed from the President thereof to the Assembly of this

“State, both of which were transmitted to me on the 19th fol-

“ lowing
;
and Congress deeming it necessary that the several

“Legislatures should cause those measures to be put in execu-
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‘/tion before the 15th day of this month, I have thought it my
‘Uluty, with the advice of the Privy Council, to call you together
“at this time.”

‘'^1 Adjourned till Monday morning.

W'

h Monday, A. M., May 5th.

Council met.

A quorum of members not attending, all business was post-
poned till Wednesday.

Wednesday, A. M., May 7th.

Council met. Present—All the members except Messrs. Cant-
well, Jones, Sloss, and Dingee.

Mr. Bailing took and subscribed the oath and declaration as

prescribed by the Constitution.*

*The oath, &c., here mentioned, are given in the “Qualification Book,” with

the signature of the member thereto, as follows:

1 [A. B.| will l)ear true allegiance to the Delaware Stale, submit to its Consti-

tution and Laws, and do no act, wittingly, whereby the freedom thereof may be

prejudiced.

I [A. B.] do profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ his only Son,

and in the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for evermore
;
and I do acknowledge

the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by Divine In-

spiration

JOHN BANING.

14
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A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered at the Chait the following resolution
of that House, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,
“Wednesday, A. M., May 7th, 1777.

''Resolved^ That no ofticer, or other person (not being there-
“unto particularly authorized by Congress, or his Excellency
“General Washington, in pursuance of a resolve of Congress),
“shall- be permitted to enlist any recruit within this State for any
“other State until the quota of troops of this State is completed.”

Which, being read, was ordered to lie on the table for consid-
eration.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
’

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

The resolution of the House of Assembly under consideration

in the forenoon was read the second time and concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly with

the resolution aforesaid and concurrence of Council thereto.

Mr. Vandyke prayed leave of absence till to-morrow afternoon.

The same was granted.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, A. M., May 8th.

Council met.

i Mr. Cantwell, a member of this House, appeared and took his-

seat.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending- at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a bill entitled

“An act for the more speedily completing the quota of troops

to be raised in this State for the Continental army,” *

Which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

Mr. Speaker being indisposed, adjourned till to-morrow morn-

ing, 10 o’clock.

Friday, A. M., May 9th.

Council met, and resumed the consideration of the bill
‘

‘ for

the more speedily completing the quota of troops to be raised in

this State for the Continental army,” which was read the second

time, and, after some time spent therein, was postponed till the

afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.



xgi

1 ",

;C

12’’^ i?iTAi'K J51A 7AviSiU aur 4

.i^i8 vhh\ ,.U ,A <VAO?^iiunT
1»$'; i.

>

.rnri lionuoO j

,> ;»??! l)r./i elHj llo i., .((‘j wjniO .iM
.

;
.

H-/ r
l|i',

,'iOob ?)d/ :grJb?i73tA lo iuoil ‘!->rf.'t.‘=»m A
#. b >IjUf33 iiid "imdO »di oj i>rt'>yilt3b fc;iu Ir^ab’aibij 8i?w

•J'V
e<|0<)U^lo ' ©rf} 7if;b'^Iq;noD ^liWxje f>'iOnt jjHi toll rj& nA"

^ '\vfo-;u -joS c.iih m b-jeijsi skJ o3
" - ." ^ '

,; .; .'3nriiibietH tjrfj $/;•*.' ,'' )Lno ’^d ,il:)irf'//

M /I «3lr^ohV3 £ Hb bjiiiUOtbA

,M .®f; Hacio.-.i
%A

.i‘j li IhmfoO

b<r -incfTt wonoffi'Oi lib f?‘S>rriuo?Jb« 2*’**^^ .iM
t K'^'joh\i oi ^gfjl

.

.

^Vl :

'''’

f'' :

' ^ 7.^/*:'*-'^!’

-'(bM ,.M .a* *yActjVH

Kki hfKv,H^iT tbmmD
0} sciOOil >o ilfbiip '3dt wsilolnnicu aiofri qrb

hoC»i)'3i: 5»fil >l>»d-vr fi-rtn^niJiioD *>Hl loj fcbb

?7fw ,rJai‘3d3 l/i-:^q,s:’ <f ’irs ,^mrl

kp '
'

'-
„_ , ,,„,

.
•;

,

.,

;- .

-
'

•' '

"..
• .%i .H ,rfoob‘o I lilt binniio^bA

'^^^''''

'

''

'

'^

1

'



io8 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

The bill under consideration in the forenoon was taken up, and
divers amendments being proposed and agreed to, the same were
transcribed and sent to the House of Assembly for their concur-
rence.

Ordered, That Mr. Collins wait on the House of Assembly with
the said bill and amendments thereto proposed for their consid-
eration and concurrence.

Mr. Collins, being returned, reported that he had waited on the
House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

•

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,
was admitted and delivered at the Chair a bill entitled

“An act for the holding the General Assembly at Dover, in

the County of Kent.”

By order read the first time.

Also, sundry resolutions of that House, to wit

:

“In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, A. M., May 9th, 1777.

''Resolved unayiimously, That it is a daring invasion of the

“rights and liberties of the people of this State for any person or

“persons to impress any of the inhabitants thereof, or persons
" therein residing, either into the sea or land service of the United
“States of America, or any of them, under colour of authority

“derived from any State, or man, or body of men whatever, ex-
“ cept the Legislature of this State.

"Resolved unanhnously, That the President and Commander-
“ in-Chief be requested to cause to be apprehended and prose-
“ cuted, according to law, any person or persons who shall pre-
“ sume to violate the above resolution, and, if necessary, that the
“ Militia be called in to support the civil authority in apprehend-
“ ing such offenders.”
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I;'

Which, by order, was read the first time.
\

I

The Speaker laid before the Council a letter received by him
in the late recess of the General Assembly from the Honorable
John Hancock, Esquire, President of Congress, inclosing an
attested copy of the Declaration of Independency of the Thir-
teen United States of America, with the names of the Members
of Congress subscribing the same.

And the same being read by order.

Resolved imanimously, That for the better preserving the said
act of indej)endency and as a lasting testimony of the approba-
tion thereof by the representatives of the people of this State in

General Assembly met, the same be entered at large on the
minutes of the respective Houses of this present General Assem-
bly, and afterwards lodged in the rolls office among the laws and
other publick acts of this State.

IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776.

THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE THIRTEEN UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA.

When, in the course of human events, .it becomes necessary
for one people to dissolve the political bands which have con-
nected them with another, and to assume, among the powers of

the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of

nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the

opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes

which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident—That all men are cre-

ated equal
;
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain

unalienable rights
;
that among these are life, liberty, and the

pursuit of happine.ss. That to secure these rights, governments
are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the

consent of the governed
;
that whenever any form of government

becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to

alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its

foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such

form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and

happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that governments

long established should not be changed for light and transient
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causes
;
and accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind

are more disposed to suffer while evils are sufferable, than to

right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are ac-

customed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations,
pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce
them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty,
to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for

their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of

these colonies
;
and such is now the necessity which constrains

them to alter their former system of government. The history

of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establish-

ment of an absolute tyranny over these States. To prove this,

let facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and<

necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and
pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation, till his

assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly

neglected to attend to them. He has refused to pass other laws

for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those*

people would relinquish the right of representation in the legis-

lature—a right inestimable to them, and formidable to tyrants

only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,

uncomfortai)le, and distant from the repository of their public

records, for the sole j)urpose of fatiguing them into compliance

with his measures.

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for op-

posing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of the

people.

He has refused for a long time after such dissolutions, to cause

others to be elected
;
whereby the legislative powers, incapable

of annihilation, have returned to the peoi)le at large, for their

exercise, the state remaining, in the meantime, exposed to all the

dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States ;

for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreign-

ers
;
refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither,

and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands.
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He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his

assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure
of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither

swarms of officers, to harass our people, and eat out their sub-

stance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies,

without the consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of and su-

perior to the civil power.
j

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction
j

foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by our laws
;

giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation :
*

j

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us.#.

For protecting them by a mock trial, from punishment for any
murders which they should commit on the inhabitants of these 1

States :
,

|

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world : I

For imposing taxes on us without our consent :

* ’

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury:

For transporting us beyond- seas to be tried for pretended
offences :

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring

f

)rovince, establishing therein an arbitrary government, and en-

arging its boundaries, so as to render it at once an example and
fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these

colonies

:

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable

laws, and altering, fundamentally, the forms of our governments:

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves
invested with the power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

|

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his

protection, and waging war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our i

towns, and destroyed the lives of our people,
j
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He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercen-
aries to complete the works of death, desolation, and tyranny,

already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely

paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the

head ol a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow citizens, taken captive on the

high seas, to bear arms against their country, to become the

executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves

by their hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has en-

deavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless

Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguish-

ed destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for re-

dress in the most humble terms : our repeated petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose charac-

ter is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant, is

unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British breth-

ren. We have warned them from time to time, of attempts by
their legislature to extend an unwarratable jurisdiction over us.

We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration

and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice

and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our
common kindred to disavow these unsurpations, which would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They
too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity.

We must, therefore, ac(iuiesce in the necesity which denounces
our .separation, and hold them as we hold the rest of mankind,
enemies in war, in peace, friends.

We, therefore, the represenatives of the United States of

America, in general congress assembled, appealing to the Su-
preme Judge of the world, for the recitude of our intentions, do,

m the name and by the authority of the good people of these col-

onies, solemnly publish and declare, that these united colonies,

are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States
;
that

they are absolved from all allegiance to the British crown, and
that all political connection between them and the State of Great
Britain, is, and ought to be, totally disolved

;
and that as free

and independent States they have full power to levy war, con-
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,4

i:

elude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all

other acts and things which independent States may of right do.

And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on
the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each

other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.

The foregoing declaration was, by order of Congress, engross*

ed, and signed by the following members ;

JOHN HANCOCK.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
JosiAH Bartlett, Matthew Thornton.
William Whipple,

MASSACHUSETTS BAY. <

Samuel Adams,
John Adams,

RHODE ISLAND, &c.

Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery.

CONNECTICUT.

Robert Treat PAiistE,

Elbridge Gerry.

Roger Sherman,
Samuel Huntington,

William Floyd,
Philip Livingston,

William Williams,
Oliver Wolcott

NEW YORK.
Francis Lewis,
Lewis Morris.

NEW JERSEY.

Richard Stockton, John Hart\
John Witherspoon,
Francis Hopkinson,

Abraham Clark.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Robert Morris,
Benjamin Rush,
Benjamin P'ranklin,
John Morton,
George Clymer,

James Smith,
George Taylor,
James Wilson,
George Ross.

15
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II4 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

CiFSAR Rodney,
George Read,

Samuel Chase,
William Paca,

DELAWARE.
Thomas M’Kean.

MARYLAND.
Thomas Stone,
Chas. Carroll, of

Carrollton.

VIRGINIA.

George Wythe,
Richard Henry Lee,
Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Harrison,

NORTH CAROLINA.
William Hooper, John Penn.
Joseph Hewes,

Thomas Nelson, Jr.,
Francis Lightfoot Lee,
Carter Braxton.

SOUTH CAROLINA.
Edward Rutledge,
Thomas Heyward,

Button Gwinnett,
Lyman Hall,

Thomas Lynch, Jr.,
Arthur Middleton.

GEORGIA.
George Walton.

Ordered^ That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
with the letter from the President of Congress and the attested

copy of the Act of Independence, together with the foregoing
resolution for their approbation and concurrence.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill entitled
‘ ‘An act

for the more sj^eedily completing the quota of troops, &c.,” with

the amendments proposed by this House to the said bill, to all

of which the House of Assembly agreed except the ist, 2d, 3d
and 4th, and request that a committee of Council may be ap-

pointed to confer with a committee of the House of Assembly
upon the said amendments not acceded to.
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* And the said proposal for a committee of conference bein^
taken into consideration, Mr. Bassett, Mr. Cantwell, and Mr.
Collins are apj^ointed on the part of this House for that purpose.

Mr. Collins, a member of this House, and one of the commis-
sioners appointed by the President and Council of this State to

meet commissioners appointed by the States of New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, at York town, in

Pennsylvania, in pursuance of a resolve of Congress, for the pur-

pose of considering and forming a system adapted to the said

States for regulating the price of labour, of manufactures, and of

internal produce within those States, and of goods imported from
foreign parts, except military stores, laid a copy of the proceed-

ings of the said commissioners before the Council.

On motion and order the same was read. <

Ordered, That the same be sent to the House of Assembly for

their perusal, and that Mr. Collins deliver the same.

Mr. Collins, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to order.

On motion, by special order.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly were read the second
time and concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
with the said resolutions and concurrence of Council thereto.

Who, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

Ordered, That the following verbal message be transcribed,

signed by the Speaker, and sent to the House of Assembly,
to wit

:

Verbal Message to the House of Assembly from the
Council.

Gentlemen

:

The Council have acceded to your proposal for a conference,

by committees to be appointed by both Houses, on the subject

matter of the four first amendments proposed by the Council to
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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OFI l6

the bill for the more speedily completing the quota of troops to

be raised in this State for the Continental army, and have ap-

pointed Messrs. Cantwell, Bassett, and Collins, on the part of the

Council, a committee for the purpose aforesaid.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
with the the forgoing message.

Who, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a verbal message ap- •

pointing Messrs. Ridgely, Finney, and Clowes, on the part of

that House, a committee of conference respecting the amend-
ments not acceded to.

^

Which, by order, was read.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., May loth.

Council met.

Mr. Vandyke appeared and took his seat.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered at the Chair

“A supplement to an act entitled ‘An act for regulating inn-

holders, tavern-keepers, and other publick house keepers within

this Government, and impowering the Justices to settle the rates

of liquors.’
”

Also returned the resolution of this House as to the Act of

Independency of the United States of America.

On motion, by order,
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The “Supplement to an act entitled ‘An act for regulating inn-

holders, tavern-keepers, and other publick house keepers within

this Government, &c.,’ “ was read the first time and ordered to

lie on the table for consideration.

The Council took into consideration their ist, 2d, 3d and 4th

amendments proposed by them to the bill entitled “An act for

the more speedily completing the quota of troops to be raised,

&c.,“ and do recede from the same.

On motion,

' Ordered, That a committee be appointed to draw up a message
to the House of Assembly assigning the reasons for proposing
said amendments, and Messrs. Vandyke, Bassett, and Cantwell

were appointed a committee for that purpo.se.
^

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

The committee appointed to draw up a message to the House
of Assembly laid one on the table, which was read, and, after

some amendments made, was transcribed and signed by the

Speaker, and is as follows, to wit

:

A Message from the Council to the Assembly.

Gentlemen

:

As the committee of conferees appointed by the two Houses on
the subject matter of the four first amendments proposed by the

Council to the bill for the more speedily completing the quota
of troops to be raised in this State for the Continental army have
come to no determination thereon, and the advantage which
might arise to the United States by the filling up said quota of
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troops must be totally lost should no mode to effect the same
be adopted by the General Assembly at their present sitting,

the Council think it necessary to recede from their said pro-

posed amendments
;
but at the same time, in justice to them- f.

selves, deem it their duty to. inform your honorable House of the

reasons which induced them to propose said amendments, and
which still strongly impress their minds, to wit

:

That the exemptions from all service in the Militia on a recruit

being procured by any two persons will induce many to offer con-

siderable sums in addition to the bounty allowed by Congress,
which will effectually put an end to the enlistment of men by any
commissioned officer of said battalion, except for such who may 4
wish to purchase exemptions.

That such exemptions will tend to discourage the Militia, ai

the procuring recruits in that mode can only be adopted by those
who may be in easy circumstances. This will occasion dissatis-

faction and murmuring among others who are not so fortunate as

to be able to take advantage thereof.
»

That every step having a tendency to discourage the bulk of the ^
people, or lessen their confidence in a number of their fellow-citi-^

zens, ought to be carefully avoided, as the success of the present

righteous struggle chiefly depends on unanimity and Confidence
being supported among all ranks of people. The mode prescribed

in the bill may, for many reasons, not be so injurious in a large

and populous State. Our case is different. We have a long and
extended frontier and few to guard it. Every exertion must be
made to spirit u]) that few. The numbers are such, that they will

not bear much diminution, particularly of those of whom most
may be expected.

That if a number of suitable persons in this State, in addition

to the officers of the Delaware Battalion, were authorized to re-

cruit and a bounty g^iven to them, with a further allowance for the

subsistence of recruits, the quota of troops for this State might be
made up, and a defection in the Militia not risqued.

Ordered^ That Mr. Baning wait on the House of Assembly
with the bill and forgoing message.

Who, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to order.
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A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered at the Chair

“A supplement to the act entitled ‘An act for establishing a

Militia in this State,’
”

Which, by order, was read the first time.

On motion, by special order.

The supplement to the act entitled “An act for establishing a

Militia in this State,’’ was read the 2d time, and, after some time

spent therein, was agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning wait on the House of Assembly
with the bill.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the ^)ill

according to order. ,

On motion, by special order.

The bill entitled “An act for holding the General Assembly at

Dover, in the County of Kent,’’ was read the 2d time, and an
amendment being proposed the same was transcribed and sentTo
the House of Assembly for their concurrence.

The supplement to an act entitled
‘ ‘An act for regulating inn-

holders, tavern-keepers, and other publick house keepers within

this Government,’’ was read the 2d time and concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of the Assem-
bly with the two foregoing bills and amendment proposed to the

former.

Mr. Vandyke, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly according to order.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned the bill entitled

‘ ‘An act for the holding the General Assembly at Dover, in the

County of Kent,’’

With the amendment thereto proposed, to which the House of
Assembly agreed.
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20 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

The Council consent that the said bill be enacted into a law.

A member from the House of Asseml)ly, attending at the

door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair a message from
the President to the General Assembly, inclosing sundry resolu-

tions of Congress, to wit

:

‘
‘ Gentlemeyi

:

“I herewith send you some resolutions of the Honorable
“Congress of the 19th ultimo, transmitted to me by the Presi-

“dent, recommending measures to the Legislative and Executive
“authorities of this State and the State of Maryland to avert the
“ imminent danger of an insurrection in the Counties of Somerset
“and Worcester, in the State of Maryland, and to prevent their

“being joined by disaffected persons in the County of Sussex, in

“ this^tate, and to enact laws appointing commissioners to take'
“ charge of the estates of such as may be removed. In coi^se-

“ quence whereof, with the advice of the Privy Council, I wrote
‘

‘ to some principal gentlemen in the County of Sussex and to

“the commanding officers of the Militia adjacent to Worcester
“County, desiring them respectively to make the most speedy
“and strict inquiries respecting the danger apprehended from,
“Sussex County, and that they would, as soon after as possible,

“let me know the result. In answer to which, I have been in-

“ formed by those gentlemen severally that the inhabitants of

“that county are very quiet, and that they imagined the sus-
‘

‘ picion as to them was not well founded, save one of the geii-

“tlemen, who refers me to be informed by Mr. John Clowes, a

“member of the House of Assembly, with whom I have had an
“opportunity to converse on that subject, but from whom you
“can much better immediately receive that information."

Also, sundry resolutions of the House of Assembly, founded
upon the report of their committee to whom were referred the

foregoing message and its inclosures.

Also, a verbal message informing the Council that the House
of Assembly ‘propose to adjourn to-morrow morning till the 2d

June next.

On motion.

Ordered, That the resolutions of the honorable House of As-
sembly, founded on the message of his Excellency the President
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and sent to the Council, be referred to a committee of two to re-

port thereon.

And Messrs. Vandyke and Bassett are appointed a committee
for that purpose.

Adjourned till Monday morning, lo o'clock.

Monday, May 12th, 1777.
^

I

Council met.

Mr. Dingee, a member of this House, appeared and took his

seat, and assigded his reason for not attending sooner, which was
deemed sufficient.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the doory*

was admitted and returned to the Chair the two following engross- ,

ed bills for the examination of Council, to wit

:

The bill entitled “An act for the more speedily completing
the quota of troops to l)e raised in this State for the Continental

army.’’

Also, a supplement to the act entitled “An act for establishing

a Militia in tins State.
’’

Which, being severally examined and compared, the Council
consent that the said bills be enacted into laws.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bills.

Who, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

The committee appointed to consider the resolutions of the

honorable House of As.sembly, founded on the message of his

Excellency the President, have taken the same into consideration

16
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and beg leave to report the following resolutions to be adopted
instead thereof :

*

And the said resolutions reported by the committee of Council
being read and considered, were agreed to be adopted in the

stead of the resolutions sent from the House of Assembly, and
ordered to be sent to that House for their consideration and con-

currence.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered at the Chair the following resolution

of that House, to wit

:

“ In THE House of Assembly,

“Monday, A. M., May 12th, 1777.

On motion,

^'Resolved, That this House will, before dinner, adjourn to# the
“ 2d day of June next.”

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned to the Chair the resolutions reported
by the committee of Council and agreed to be adopted in the^’

stead of the resolutions of the House of Assembly, founded on
the President’s message, with divers amendments thereto pro-

posed, which were concurred in, to wit
: f

Also, the following bills passed this session, to wit

:

“An act for the holding the General Assembly at Dover, in

the County of Kent

“A supplement to an act entitled ‘An act for regulating inn-

holders, tavern-keepers, and other publick house keepers within

this Government, and irnpowering the Justices to settle the rates

of liquors
’’

“An act for the more speedily completing the quota of troops
to be raised in this State for the Continental army

“A supplement to an act entitled ‘An act for establishing a

Militia in this State
’’

*The Clerk lelt a blank space for, but neglected to copy these resolves into

his journal.

f These amendments do not appear on the manuscript journal.
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Which were signed by the Speaker.

Ordered, That Mr. Collins wait on the House of Assembly with

the above laws and resolution aforesaid, as amended.

Mr. Collins, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to the order aforesaid.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the

door, was admitted and delivered at the Chair a resolution of

that House impowering the President to affix the Great Seal of

this State to the different bills passed this session.

Which was concurred in.

» Ordered, That the above resolution be signed by the Speaker
and returned to the House of Assembly.

^

And Mr. Vandyke was appointed for that purpose, who, being
returned, reported that he had waited on the House of Assembly
according to order.

Then the Council took into consideration the state of their ex-

penses, and they find

New Castle County’s quota 24 7 ii

Kent County’s
Sussex County’s

24 7 II

24 7 II

Adjourned till 2d June.
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL.

JUNE, 1777.





OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE,
Monday, June 2d, 1777.

Council met according to adjournment.

A quorum of members not attending, adjourned till to-mo'rrow
morning, 10 o’clock.

Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Vandyke.

Messrs. Sloss and Jones, being elected in the stead of William
Polk and John Wiltbank, Esquires, who were appointed Justices

of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court in Sussex
County, took and subscribed the oath and declaration as pre-

scribed by the Constitution.*

*The oath, &c., here mentioned, are given in the “Qualification Book,” with
the signature of the members thereto.

I [A. B.] will bear true allegiance to the Delaware State, submit to its Consti-

tution and Laws, and do no act, wittingly, whereby the freedom thereof may be
prejudiced.

I [A, B.] do profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ his only Son,

Tuesday, June 3d.
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MINUTES 01^ THE COUNCIL OF

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following resolutions

of that House, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., June 3d, 1777.

“ On motion,

^'Resolved, That this House propose to put in nomination, to-

morrow afternoon, persons qualified to be Judges of the Supreme
Court for this State, in the room of Richard M. William and
Ciesar Rodney, Esquires, elected on the 21st day of February
last first and second Justices of the said Court, who have declined

accepting of the same offices
;
and James Sykes, Esquire, elected,

at the same time, third Justice thereof, he having since that time'

accepted of the Clerkship of the Courts of Common Pleas and
Quarter Sessions for the County of Kent, and thereby being
rendered incapable of holding the said office

;
and also for the

office of Judge of the Admiralty, in stead of Nicholas Vandyke,
Esquire, who was elected thereto on the aforesaid day, and hath

since declined to accept thereof
;
and that the Council be re-

quested to concur herein.”

Which, by order, was read the first time.

On motion, by special order, the same was read the 2d time
and concurred in.

Ordered^ That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
with the resolution aforesaid and concurrence of Council thereto.

Who, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to order.

Ordered, That a certified copy of the above resolution be de-

livered to his Excellency the President.

Adjourned till to-morrow.

and in the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for evermore; and I do acknowledge
the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by Divine In-

spiration.

SAMUEL SHELTON SLO.SS.

JOHN JONES.

I
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i

Wednesday, P. M., June 4th.

» m- Council met.

m \-

/ ...

I#
I#'

'
.SI' .

!.A

-

A committee from the House of Assembly, attending at the

door, were admitted and informed the Council that the House of

Assembly is now ready to proceed to the nomination of Justices

of the Supreme Court and a Judge of the Admiralty, agreeable

to the resolution of both Houses.

The Council proceeded to the State House and there met the

House of Assembly, when divers persons were put in nomination
for the respective offices of Justices of the Supreme Court and
Judge of Admiralty for this State, to be balloted for to-mprrow
at 3 o’clock, P. M.

Ordered, That notice thereof be forthwith given to the Presi-

dent.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the doer,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a bill entitled

“An act for aiding the discontinuance of the process in the

Courts of Quarter Sessions for the Counties of New Castle and
Sussex, &c.“

Which, by order, was read the first time.

’ On motion,

;; Ordered, That Col. Jones and Major Sloss be of the Commit-
tee for Publick Accounts.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
with a copy of the above order.

On application of Col. Collins for leave of absence till to-mor-

row morning, the same was granted.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

17
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Thursday, June 5th.

Council met.

Mr. Speaker laid on the table a message from his Excellency
the President, together with a certified copy of the report of those

persons who were appointed to go into the County of Sussex
to make inquiry into the present disposition of the inhabitants

thereof, and sundry resolutions of Congress of the 29th of April

and the 12th and 19th of May last
;
wliich message is as follows,

to wit
:

^

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“In pursuance of your resolution of the 12th of last month
“I, together with the Privy Council, did appoint John Thomp-
“son, Thomas Collins, and John Cook, Esquires, to go into 'the

“ County of Sussex for the purposes in that resolution expressed,
,

“in consequence whereof I received, the evening before last, a*

“report, in writing, signed by two of the aforesaid gentlemen;
“whereupon I convened the Privy Council yesterday and laid

“the same before them, and now, with their advice, I herewith
‘

‘ send you a copy of that report.

“Since the last sitting of your honorable Assembly I received
‘

‘ some resolves of Congress, to be laid before you. One of

“those resolutions, of the 29th of April last, recommends the

“adjustment of tlie accounts for recruiting the Continental Bat-
“ talion of this State, that the same may be transmitted to the

“Treasury Board. Another of those resolutions, of the 12th of
‘

‘ May last, recommends to the Legislature to exempt from mili-
“ tary duties all persons who are immediately concerned in the

“business of the 'post office; and another of them, of the 19th

“of the same month, recommends that the Legislature should
“make provision, by law, for marching the Militia out of this

“ State when the service shall so require it.”

Which, being severally read, were referred for consideration.

The bill for aiding the discontinuance of the process in the
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Courts of Quarter Sessions for the Counties of New Castle and
Sussex was, upon motion and order, read the 2d time.

Resolved, That the same bill be committed to a committee of

three.

The persons chosen, Messrs. Bassett, Jones, and Collins.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.
,

Council met.

The Council, according to the order of the day, met the Presi-

dent of the State and the Plouse of Assembly in the State Plouse,

and the President and members of both Houses having prepared
tickets with the names of the Justices of the Supreme Court to.

be appointed for the State and put the same into the ballot-box,"

the Speakers of the two Houses, in presence of the President

and the other members, examined the ballot-box, and it appear-

ing that there was a majority of votes in favor of William Killen,

Esquire, as Chief Justice of the said Court, and a majority of

votes in favor of John Evans, Esquire, as second Justice of the

said Court, and a majority of votes in favor of John Cook, Esq’r,

as third Justice of said Court,

Whereupon the said William Killen, John Evans, and John
Cook are declared duly elected and appointed Justices of the

Supreme Court for the State.

Then the President and members of both Houses proceeded,
in like manner, to ballot for a Judge of Admiralty, and it appear-

ing that there was a majority of votes in favor of Caesar Rodney,
Esquire,

Thereupon the said Caesar Rodney is declared duly elected and
appointed Judge of Admiralty.

' Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Friday, A. M., June 6th.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a resolution of that House
to put in nomination, to-morrow afternoon, persons qualified to

be Chief Justice of tlie Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’
Court for the County of Kent, in the room of Thomas Tilton,

Esquire, who hath declined accepting of the same office.

Which, by order, was read the ist time. »

The committee to whom the act for aiding the discontinuance

of the process in the Courts of General Quarter Sessions of the

Peace, &c., in the Counties of New Castle and Sussex, was com-
mitted, report sundry amendments thereto, which were agreed
to, and ordered to be transcribed and sent to the House of As-

,

sembly for their consideration.

The resolution of the House of Assembly respecting the nom-
inating persons qualified to be Chief Justice of the Court of

Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of Kent,
&c., was read the 2d time, and thereupon

Ordered, That the following verbal message be transcribed,

signed by the Speaker, and sent to the House of Assembly, to

wit

:

A Verbal Message from the Council to the Assembly.

Gentle7nen :

The Council beg to know in what way it doth appear to the

House of Assembly that Thomas Tilton, Esq., of Kent County,
lately elected Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and
Orphans’ Court for that county, hath declined accepting of the

same office, or what evidence the House of Assembly hath of that

fact.

Ordered, That Major Sloss wait on the House of Assembly
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with the above bill and amendments thereto proposed, also the
‘

resolution and verbal message.

Major Sloss reported that he had waited on the House of As-
sembly according to order.

The Council taking into consideration the resolves of the

Honorable the Congress of the 29th of April last relating to the

settlement of the accounts for recruiting the Continental Battalion

of this State, mentioned in a message from the President of the

5th instant, thereupon

Resolved, That George Latimer and Robert Bryan, Esquires,

be a committee to state an account of the monies advanced for

recruiting the Continental Battalion belonging to this State, to-

gether with the names of the officers to whom the same were
advanced, and to transmit the same to the Paymaster of the iiaid

battalion.

On motion,

Ordered, That the Paymaster forthwith call the said officers to

account for such monies, agreeable to the resolutions of Congress
aforesaid.

Ordered also. That the said Paymaster afterwards lay before

the said committee a state of the said accounts, together with the

vouchers to be produced, for their examination.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning wait on the House of Assembly
with a copy of the above resolution and orders, and propose to

them the appointment of a committee of the House of Assembly
to join the committee of Council in the business aforesaid, if

‘they think proper.

Ordered also. That the said George Latimer and Robert Bryan
be appointed a committee to state an account of expenditures

by this State for and on behalf of the Continent, in the stead of

Messrs. Sykes and Vandyke, the former committee, who are

absent, and now discharged from that service.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered at the Chair a resolution of that House
appointing Mr. Lockwood and Mr. Horsey a Committee of Ac-
counts for the present year.

Also, a resolution to adjourn to-morrow evening until the thir-

tieth day of September next.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock. <

Saturday, A. M., June 7th.

Council, met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered at the Chair the following verbal mes-
sage, to wit

:

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“ In answer to your verbal message of yesterday, delivered

“by Mr. Sloss, begging to know in what way it doth appear to
‘

‘ the Assembly that Thomas Tilton, Esquire, hath declined ac-
“ cepting of the office of Chief Justice of the Court of Common
“Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of Kent, or what
“evidence the House have of that fact, the Assembly inform

“the Council that two of the members of their House, namely :

“Messrs. Stout and Cook, gave the House to understand that
“ thev had frequently conversed with Mr. Tilton upon the subject

“of his appointment aforesaid, and requested him to qualify to
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“the said commission, and one of them very lately, and that he
“never gave them any reason to believe he intended to qualify

“thereto, and that he had not qualified to the said commission
“when the said members departed from their homes to attend

“this present sitting of the Assembly, which was three months
“after his appointment.”

Also, a resolution appointing John Barclay, Jonathan Robin-
son, and William Hemphill a committee, on the part of the

House of Assembly, to join the committee of Council for stating

an account of the monies advanced for recruiting the Continental

Battalion belonging to this State, and also in stating an account
of expenditures by this State for aiul on behalf of the Continent,

in the room of Messrs. Thompson, Jones, and Robinson, ap-

pointed for that service on the 19th of February last, they being
engaged in other public business. '

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the ddbr,

was admitted and returned the bill entitled

“An act for aiding the discontinuance of the process in the

Courts of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace, &c.,“

With the amendments thereto proposed by the Council, to

which the House of Assembly agreed.

The Council consent that the said bill be enacted into a law.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly with

the above bill and its amendments.

Who, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly according to order.

The Council took into consideration the verbal message from
the House of Assembly respecting the evidence that has appeared
of Mr. Tilton’s declining to accept of the office of Chief Justice

of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County
of Kent.

On motion.

Ordered, That the same be postponed till it is known whether
the House of Assembly will recede from their resolution to ad-

journ this evening.
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A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and returned to the Chair the following bill passed

this session, to wit

:

“An act for aiding the discontinuance of the process in the

Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace and Goal De-
livery in the Counties of New Castle and Sussex, and for other

purposes therein mentioned.”

Also delivered the report of the joint committtee for settling

and adjusting public accounts, to wit

:

“The joint committee appointed for settling and adjusting

public accounts report that they have examined the accounts

of his Excellency John McKinly, Esquire, and there is due to

him a balance of ^ 707 : 2 : 9, allowed him, on a former settle-

ment, as Military Treasurer of New Castle County
;
and £ 48,

as signer of the late paj^er currency, and £ 20, it being the in-

terest of £ 755 for 3 months and 3 weeks, and sundry other

sums advanced by him since, as by his accounts appear, and
the further sum of ^^ 713 : n : o, together with commissions
on ;if 1,113 : II • at 2)4 per cent., the whole amounting to»

/ 1,516: 10; 3.

“Your committee do further report, that on examining an
account exhibited by John Clowes, Esquire, do find a balance

due him of ^10 for attending the press when printing money
;

“To Samuel Crossan, on the examination of his account, a

balance due to him of £ 20, which he is entitled to receive upon
his producing a certificate from a Justice proving the facts set

forth in his account with respect to a horse lost in the service
;

“ To Jonathan Robinson the sum ” *

Ordered^ That Col. Collins wait on the House of Assembly
with the several allowances made by that House to the report of

the joint committee and concurrence of Council thereto.

Also, the bill entitled “An act for aiding the discontinuance of

the process of the Courts of General Quarter Sessions of the

Peace, &c.,” as signed by the Speaker.

*A memorandum here says: “Get from Mr. Booth,” and then follows a

long blank space for inserting other items.
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A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following resolution,

to wit

:

“ On motion,

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, June 7th, 1777.

''Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief be
“impowered and required to draw on the Trustees of the Loan
“ Offices for this State respectively, or any of them, for the sums
“agreed to by the General Assembly to be due to the persons
“hereafter mentioned upon the reports of committees, out of the

“sum of ^ 10,000, struck and given for the defence of this State

“in pursuance of an act entitled ‘An act for printing and emit-

“ting £ 15,000 in Bills of Credit of this State, to be let out on
“ loan, and for striking the further sum of 10,000 in such bills

“for the use of the State and for providing a fund for sinking

“the same,’ he taking receipts for said draughts :

“To Capt. Bassett, £ -20 16 3
“To Mr. President, 1516 10 3
“To Samuel Crossan (on his complying with the

“ terms prescribed by the committee), . . 20 o o
“ To James Adams, 216 13 i

“ To John Baning, i 10 o
“To Gen. Rodney, Col. Collins and Jas. Latimer, 123 15 o
“ To Col. Collins and John Thompson, Esq., . . 38 10 o
“ To Thomas McKean, Esq., 20 2 6

£ 1957 17 I

“ In the House of Assembly of the Delaware State,
“ Saturday, P. M., June 7th, 1777.

“ On motion,

"Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

“the Great Seal of this State to the bill entitled ‘An act for aid-
“ ing the discontinuance of the process in the Courts of General
“ Quarter Sessions of the Peace and Goal Delivery in the Coun-
“ties of New Castle and Sussex, and for other purposes therein
“ mentioned.’

’’

18
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Ordered, That Major Sloss wait on the House of Assembly
with the above resolution and concurrence of Council thereto.

Who, being returned, reported, &c.*

* Thus ends Mr. Clay’s journal.
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL

OCTOBER, 1777.





VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

At a meetinjy of the Council at the Town of Dover, in the

County of Kent, on Monday, the twentieth day of October,

Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven,

a sufficient number of members to compose a House not ^tend-
ing, adjourned from day to day till

Thursday, October 23, 1777.

The following members appeared in the Council, viz :

For New Castle Coicnty—George Read, Nicholas Vandyke.

For Kent County—Thomas Collins, John Baning.

For Sussex County—^John Jones.

The return of the Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of New
Castle of the election of a Counsellor to fill the vacant seat of
Richard Cantwell, Esq., who had the smallest number of votes

at the General Election in October, 1776, being delivered at the

table, it appears that the annual election for the said county was
held on the first day of October, instant, at the Academy, in the
Town of Newark, in the County of New Castle, in pursuance of

a proclamation issued for that purpose by the Honorable Thomas
McKean, Esquire, Speaker of the late House of Assembly and
President of the State, in the absence of President McKinly and
the Vice President, by reason that the situation of the British

fleet and army at and near the Town of New Castle rendered it

impracticable to hold the election there. Mr. Peter Hyatt was
chosen a member of the Council for New Castle County in the

place of Mr. Cantwell, and Mr. Hyatt appeared in the House.
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The return of the Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of

Kent being laid on the table, it appears that Richard Bassett,

who had the smallest number of votes at the former General

Election for the said county, was reelected a member of the

Council for the County of Kent on the first day of this instant

October. Mr. Bassett appeared in the House.

On motion.

Agreed unanimously that the Speaker of the Council be chosen
annually.

Then the Council proceeded to the choice of a Speaker, and
George Read, Escjuire, was unanimously chosen.

The Speaker in the Chair, Mr. Benjamin Vining was appointed
Clerk and Nathaniel Smithers, Jun., Messenger and Doorkeeper.

Mr. Bassett and Mr. Hyatt, the two members chosen at the

last General Election, took the oath and subscribed the declara-

tion prescribed by the twenty-second article of the Constitution

of this State. {^St’e note o?i page io.~\

The Speaker laid on the table a letter from the Honorable
Thomas McKean, Esq., late Speaker of the House of Assembly
and President of the State, in the absence of Mr. President Mc-
Kinly and the Vice President, which, by order, was read the

first time.

Friday, October 24, 1777.

Council met.

Benjamin Vining, as Clerk of the Council, appeared in the
House, took the oath and subscribed the declaration prescribed
by the twenty-second article of the Constitution of this State,

and also took the oath of office as Clerk of this House. [^See

note on page //.]

On motion and order,
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The letter from the Honorable Thomas McKean, Esquire,

Speaker of the late House of Assembly and President of the

State, in the absence of Mr. President McKinly and the Vice
President, was read a second time and committed to Messrs.

Vandyke, Bassett, and Jones, to report thereon.

Adjourned till to-morrow.

Saturday, October 25, 1777^

Council met.

A petition from divers of the inhabitants, freeholders and elec-

tors of the County of Sussex, complaining that they and other the

freeholders and electors of that county, on the first day of Octo-
ber last past, were prevented from electing Representatives fqr

the said county to the General Assembly of this State, and also

of Sheriffs and Coroners for the ensuing year, by divers other

persons, inhabitants of the said county, with an armed force,

was delivered in at the table, and, on motion, read the first time.

The committee to whom the letter from the Honorable Thomas
McKean, Esquire, as President in the absence of Mr. President

McKinly aiul the Vice President, was referred, now made their

report, which, on motion and order, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read a second time, and, after

some debate, it was recommitted.

On motion, by special order,

The petition from divers of the freeholders and electors of

Sussex County, complaining that the generaP election for repre-

sentatives for the said county was prevented to be held by an
armed force, was read a second time and referred for considera-

tion.

Adjourned to Monday morning, 10 o’clock.
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Monday, October 27, 1777.

Council met and adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, October 28, 1777.

Council met. V

The committee to whom the report on Saturday was recom-
mitted, now brought in their report, which, by order, was read

the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow.

Wednesday, October 29, 1777.

Council met, and, on motion and order, the report of yester-

day was read a second time and approved, in the following words,

viz :

The committee of Council to whom a letter from the Honorable
Thomas McKean, Esq., late Speaker of the House of Assembly,
President and Cornmander-in-Chief of the Delaware State, was
recommitted, do now report

—

That the present situation of public affairs in this State requires

that 600 militia be raised as speedily as possible for the protection

and defence thereof, who are to continue in service for two months,
unless sooner discharged by the Commander-in-Chief, and be fur-

nished in the following proportions, viz ; 300 non-commissioned
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officers and privates in New Castle County, to consist of 6 com-
panies of 50 men each, viz : 2 sergeants, 2 corporals, i drum-
mer, I fifer, and 44 privates, to be commanded by i captain, i

lieutenant, and i ensign
;
200 do. in Kent County, and 100 do.

in Sussex County, to be officered in the same manner
;

And whereas the representatives of the several counties in

this State have not, and in appearance cannot form themselves
into a House for transacting of the public business, therefore from
the necessity of immediately providing for the payment and sup-

port of the aforesaid troops, the committee report the following

resolution, to be entered into by Council, viz : That it be recom-
mended to the President and Commander-in-Chief to draw the

sum of ^5,000 out of the hands of the Trustee of the Loan Office

of Kent County, and be by him applied for the uses aforesaid;

and that the Council on their part do promise and engage tlipt

they will hereafter concur with the Assembly in providing a fund
for tlie replacing the said sum. •

Your committee do further report a resolution, to be adopted
by Council, recommending it to the President to draw the balance

of the ^10,000 emitted for the support of this State, and apply
the same in discharge of the debts due to the militia heretolor^

called out.

Your committee do further report that, in their opinion, a

committee of three persons be appointed to receive, examine
and adjust the accounts of expenses which have accrued and be-

come due to the Militia of the Counties of New Castle and Kent
for former sia vice, viz : Robert Bryan, Robert Armstrong, and
Thomas Montgomery, gentlemen

;
and also that a committee of

three persons, viz
: John Jones, John Rodney, and John Clowes,

gentlemen, be appointed in the County of Sussex to receive, ex-

amine and adjust the accounts of expenses which have accrued
and become due to the Militia of said county for former service,

and make report thereof to the President, who is to pay the same
accordingly.

Your committee do also recommend that a certified copy of

the foregoing resolutions be made out, and the approbation of

such of the members of the House of Assembly as are or may be
in town signified by their subscribing the same.

On motion,

19
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Ordered^ That a copy of the preceding report and resolutions

be made and delivered to the members of Assembly now in town,

to be signed by them, signifying their approbation of this pro-

ceeding of the Council, and that Mr. Vandyke and Mr. Bassett

attend them for this purpose.

Messrs. Vandyke and Bassett, having returned, delivered at

the table the copy of the report and resolutions aforesaid, with

the following subscription, to wit :

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, being members of

the Assembly for the Delaware State, do approve of the foregoing

report and resolutions, and do engage to support the measures
proposed therein at all times hereafter, both in our private and
public capacities. Witness our hands this 29th of October, 1777 :

Sam’l Patterson,
James Black,
William Clark,
Isaac Lewis,
Robert Bryan,
Jacob Stout.

Richard Lockwood,
Samuel West,
Jehu Davis,
John Clayton,
Wm. Molloston,
George Craghead,
Robert Armstrong,
And signed, this 4th December, 1777, by Charles Ridgely.^

Thereupon

Resolved, That the several resolutions mentioned in the fore-

going report be adopted by this House and forthwith carried into

execution.

Then the Council proceeded to the settlement of the per diem
wages and mileage of the members and the accounts of their

officers for the present meeting, and the following allowances
were made, viz ;

To George Read (Speaker), Nicholas Vandyke,
Peter Hyatt, Thomas Collins, John Bailing,

\ / c.

Richard Bassett, and John Jones, Esq’rs, for
" ^

nine days’ attendance and mileage, . . . . ^

To Benjamin Vining, Clerk, 676
To Nathaniel Smithers, Jun., Doorkeeper, .... i 15 o

£ 54 13-

6

I
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Ordered, That the Speaker draw orders on the Trustee of

Sussex County for the payment of the several sums aforesaid.

Whereupon the said orders were drawn and signed by the

Speaker.

Then the Council adjourned till the first day of December next.
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL.

DECEMBER* 1777.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, in the

County of Kent, by adjournment, on Monday, the first day of

December, Anno Domini, 1777, ^ sufficient number of members
to compose a Mouse not attending, the Council adjourned till to-

morrow.

Tuesday, December 2d, 1777.

The following members appeared, viz :

For Neiv Castle County—George Read {^Speaker), Nicholas
Vandyke, Peter Hyatt.

For Kent County—Thomas Collins, John Baning, Richard
Bassett,

And adjourned till to-morrow.
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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Wednesday, December 3d, 1777.

The Council met, and Col. John Jones, a member for Sussex
County, appeared in the House.

The Representatives of the Counties not having formed them-
selves into a House of Assembly, the Council adjourned from day
to day till Monday, the 8th of December, 1777.

Monday, December 8th, 1777.

The Council met and adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10

o'clock.

Tuesday, December 9th, 1777.

The Council met. Ih'csent all the members as on last Wednes-
day, e.xoept Mr. Jones.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council \Yere read.

On motion

Resolved, That a copy of that part of the proceedings of the

Council respecting the raising and pay of 600 Militia within the

State, for its protection and defence, and also the appointment of

committees for adjusting the accounts of expenses of former ser-

vice of the Militia of the State, with the mode recommended for

discharging the same, be made out and sent to the House of As-
sembly, with a message from the Council setting forth the rea-

sons that induced them to adopt the said measures, and recom-
mending it to the House of Assembly to make such provision in
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the premises as they may judge necessary, consistent with the
Laws and Constitution of the State.

Ordered, That Messrs. Bassett and Vandyke be a committee
to prepare a draught of such message and report the same in the

afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met. Some of the members attending the CoiVi-

mittee,

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., December loth, 1777.

The Council met. The same members present as on yesterday.

The committee appointed to prepare the draught of a message to

the House of Assembly now delivered one in, and the same being
read was orderetl to be transcribed and signed by the Speaker,
and is in these words, to wit

:

Gentlemen

:

The Council herewith transmit a copy of their resolutions of
the 29th October last, directing the raising of 600 troops within

this State for the protection and defence thereof, and providing

for the payment and support of said troops, and also appointing

committees to receive, examine and adjust the accounts of ex-

penses which had accrued and become due to the Militia of the

State for former service, with the mode recommended for dis-

charging the same.

20
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As the Representatives of the several Counties in the State did

not form themselves into a House for transacting of the public

business, the Council, on their part, were induced to adopt the

measures contained in said resolutions to prevent the persons of

the inhabitants near the water from being seized and taken pris-

oners and their property plundered by the crews of the enemy’s
^

ships of War, which then were in the Delaware; to put a stop to the

illegal and pernicious trade carried on with the enemy by the in-

habitants of this State
;
iind to remove the complaints made by

the Militia of non-payment for former services, which the Council

were apprehensive would not only tend to delay the raising said

troops, but also prevent the Militia from turning out in cases of

emergency.

The Council now recommend it to your honorable House to

take the said resolutions into your consideration, and make such

further provision in the premises as you may judge necessary,

consistent with the Laws and Constitution of the State. •

Ordered, That Mr. Collins wait on the House of Assembly
with the said message and copy of the resolutions of this House
of the 29th October last respecting the raising and pay of the ,

600 Militia within the State for its protection and defence, and-

also the appointment of committees for adjusting the accounts of

expenses of former service of the Militia of the State, with the

mode recommended for discharging the same.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

A committee IVom the House of Assembly, attending at the

door, were admitted and delivered the following verbal message,
to wit

:

That the House of Assembly had chosen their Speaker, and
were now ready to proceed on any business that the Council
should think fit to lay before them.

The Council resumed the consideration of the petition from
divers of the inhabitants, freeholders and electors of Sussex
County, complaining of their being prevented from electing

Representatives for that County to the General Assembly, and
also of Sheriffs and Coroners, for the ensuing year, by an armed
force, and thereupon
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Ordered, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill for

the holding an election in that county, at a short day, for the

choosing of Representatives to the General Assembly, and also

for the election of Sheriffs and Coroners, for the ensuing year

;

and

Resolved, That the petition aforesaid, with the papers attending

the same, be sent to the House of Assembly for their perusal, and
that that House be requested to appoint a committee to confer

with a committee of Council on the subject matter of the said

petition, who shall severally report thereon.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning wait on the House of Assembly
with the said petition and a copy of the foregoing order and
resolve.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the sclme

according to order.

Resolved, That Mr. Vandyke, Mr. Bassett, and Mr. Collins be

a committee to bring in the bill aforesaid for holding an ejection

in Sussex County at some short day.
«

Adjourned till 3 o’clock.

. 4

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the

door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair a “Bill to remedy
the loss of divers Public Seals of Office in the County of New
Castle,’’ whic^, by order, was read the first time.

And also the following resolution, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly of the Delaware State,

“Wednesday, P. M., December 10, 1777.

''Resolved, That Messrs. Craghead, Lockwood, and Black be
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“a Committee of Accounts for the present year
;
and that Mr.

“ Cragheacl wait on the Council and propose to them the ap-
“ pointment of a committee of their body to join the committee
“of this House in the business referred to them, if they think
‘

‘ proper.
’ ’

Which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., December nth, 1777*

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Friday, A. M., December 12th, 1777.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The committee appointed to bring in a bill for holding an elec-

tion in Sussex County at some short day, now delivered one in,

which, by order, was read the first time.

On motion, by special order.

The same was read the second time by paragraphs and passed,

and ordered to be transcribed, and that Mr. Banmg wait on the

House of Assembly with the transcribed bill for their consideration

and concurrence.

A message from the Vice-President to the General Assembly,
respecting the advance of a sum of money to Lieutenant Colonel
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Pope, to purchase clothing for the Delaware Battalion in the Con-
tinental service, was delivered at the table, and, by order, read •

the first time.

On motion and order,

The resolve of the House of Assembly of Wednesday last, for

the appointment of a Committee of Accounts for the present

year, was referred to Messrs. Bassett and Vandyke, to report

thereon to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

\

Saturday, A. M., December 13th, 1777.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair certain resolutions for the

borrowing of seven hundred and fifty pounds, on the credit of the

State, to be put into the hands of Lieutenant Colonel Charles

Pope, to enable him to proceed in the purchase of clothing for

the Delaware Regiment.

Which, by order, were read, and an amendment proposed by
way of addition to the last resolve being agreed to, the same was
transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt wait on the House of Assembly with

the said resolutions and the amendment proposed thereto for their

consideration and concurrence.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

Col. Jones, who had been absent, now appeared in Council.

The committee to whom the resolve of the House of Assembly
of Wednesday last, for the appointment of a Committee of Ac-
counts for the present year, was referred, do now report it as their

opinion that the following message be sent to the House of As-
sembly, to wit

:

Gentlemen

:

The Council have taken your resolution of Wednesday last,

for the ap|)ointment of a Committee of Accounts for the present

year, into consideration, and are of opinion that the whole busi-

ness cannot be well executed by one committee. By the gen-
erality of the appointment, accounts between this State and the

United States, future accounts of the Militia within this Statfe,

Loan Office accounts. Military Treasurers’ accounts, with some
others, will be included. This, we apprehend, was not intended

by you
;
but, if so, we cannot consent thereto. To state the

accounts of exj)enditures by this State for and in behalf of the

Continent will be a tedious business, requiring knowledge, atten-

tion and care, and it may be too burthensome to exact any other

service of the committee who may be appointed for that purpose.

Therefore we submit it to you whether it is not necessary to ap-

point committees severally for the several services.

Which being agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and signed, and that

Mr. Jones deliver the same to the House of Assembly.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

On motion and order.

The bill to remedy the loss of divers Public Seals of Office in

the County of New Castle was read a second time, and, upon
consideration thereof, divers amendments were proposed and
agreed to.
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Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent by Mr. Bassett

|| to the Assembly.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

It appearing to the Council that the committee appointed by
the General Assembly, at their meeting in January last, to pro-

cure the making and engraving of a Great Seal of this State,

have not yet completed that business, and that the Seal of New
Castle County, ordered by the General Assembly to be the Great
Seal of this State pro tempore until the seal to be procured as

aforesaid should be delivered to the President, hath fallen into

the hands of the enemy, and still is in their possession, by means
whereof there is not at this time any Great Seal of the State to

affix to laws and commissions
;
therefore

^

Resolved, That the ancient Seal of the County of Kent, dated
*83, shall be held and deemed to be the Great Seal of the State

pro tempore, until the Great Seal ordered to be made and en-

graven as aforesaid shall be delivered to the Commander-in-Chief
of the State.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
with this resolve, for their concurrence.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered at the Chair a “ Bill for reviving the

Levy Court and Court of Appeal for the County of New Castle,

and for reestablishing the process in the Supreme Court through-
out the State, and for occasional adjournments or removals of the

Courts from the County Towns;” and a ” Bill directing the choice

of Assessors for the present year in such Hundreds in the County
of New Castle where Assessors have not been chosen agreeable

to"^the laws of this State, and for other purposes therein men-
tioned,” for the consideration and concurrence of Council.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

I
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Monday, A. M., December 15th, 1777.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday.

On motion and order,

The “Bill directing the choice of Assessors for the present

year in such Hundreds in the County of New Castle where As-
sessors have not been chosen agreeable to the laws of this State,

and for other purposes therein mentioned,” was read the first

time.

Ordered also, \

That the “Bill for reviving the Levy Court and Court of Ap-
peal for the County of New Castle, and for reestablishing the

process in the Supreme Court throughout the State, and for

occasional adjournments or removals of the Courts from the

County Towns,” have its first reading, which was done accord-

ingly. ,

On motion and order.

The “ Bill directing the choice of Assessors for the present year

in such Hundreds in the County of New Castle where Assessors

have not been chosen agreeable to the laws of this State, and for

other purposes therein mentioned,” was read a second time.

Ordered also.

That the “ Bill for reviving the Levy Court and Court of Ap-
peal for the County of New Castle, and for reestablishing the

process in the Supreme Court throughout the State, and for oc-

casional adjournments or removals of the Courts from the County
Towns,” have its second reading, which was done accordingly.

Ordered^ That both the said bills be committed to Messrs.

Collins, Vandyke, and Jones, to report thereon.

A member from the House of Assembly returned to the Chair
the resolution for adopting the ancient Seal of Kent County as the

Great Seal of this State pro tempore, with the concurrence of the
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House of Assembly thereto
;
and also the bill to remedy the loss

of divers Public Seals of Office in the County of New Castle, with

the amendments proposed by the Council, to which the House of

Assembly also aj^reed.

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed.

A member of the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following resolution,

to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, December lo, 1777.

.

“ On motion.

Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow in the forenoori,

“adjourn for this present sitting to some future day.”

'‘^Ordered, That Major Bryan wait on the Council with a copy
“of the above resolution respecting the adjournment of the Gen-
“eral Assembly.”

Which being read and considered.

Resolved, That a committee of Council be named to confer

with a committee of the House of Assembly on the subject of the

said resolution.

Whereupon Messrs. Vandyke and Bassett were appointed.

Ordered also, That Mr. Vandyke deliver the following verbal

message to the House of Assembly, to wit ;

Gentlemen

:

The Council having received a notice from your House of their

intention to adjourn to-morrow in the forenoon, do apprehend
that the business now before them and necessary to be completed
before the rising of the General Assembly cannot be gone through
by the time limited by you

;
therefore the Council do propose to

the House of Assembly the appointment of a committee of their

House to confer with Messrs. Vandyke and Bassett, a committee
of Council, on the subject of the adjournment, as proposed by the

House of Assembly.
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Mr. Vandyke, being returned, reported that he had delivered

the same according to order.

A member from the House of Assembly informed the Chair

that Messrs. Patterson, Craghead, and Bryan were appointed a

committee to confer with the committee of Council as to the time

of adjourning.

The said committee of conference met and agreed that it be
recommended to the House of Assembly to reconsider their

resolution for adjourning to-morrow in the forenoon.

A message from the Vice-President to the General Assembly,
with a resolution of Congress of the 14th of November last, res-

pecting the sufficiency of the force within the State to prevent the p
disaffected from furnishing the enemy with provisions, and also ^ .

request for a speedy representation of the State in Congress, was 4
delivered at the table, and, by order, read the first time. . |

On motion.

Ordered, That Col. Collins wait on the House of Assembly
and propose to them the choosing of Delegates for this State to-;

^
Congress for the ensuing year, by joint ballot of both Houses,"

to-morrow, at 3 o’clock, P. M.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

Mr. Bassett having applied for leave of absence for a few days,

it is granted to him.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following message
from the Assembly, to wit

: ,

“A Message from the Assembly to the Council.

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

‘U

‘
‘ The House of Assembly have taken into their consideration

‘

‘ your proposition relative to the choice of Delegates from this

“State to Congress, and think it expedient that both Houses
“should, previous to the election, meet and put in nomination
*

‘ persons qualified for Delegates to Congress, agreeable to the

0

I

1
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“mode heretofore used by both Houses in such cases; andthere-
“fore this House propose to the Council to meet at 10 o’clock

“to-morrow morning, at such place as the Council may think
“ proper.”

Which, being read, was agreed to, and the following answer,

drawn up at the table, was ordered to be sent to the House of

Assembly, to wit

:

An Answer from the Council to a Message from the
Assembly.

Gentleme^i

:

The Council agree to the meeting proposed by the House of

Assembly at 10 o’clock to-morrow morning, to put in nomination
persons who shall be balloted for as Delegates to Congress, aqd
that the place of meeting be in the Council Room.

Mr. Hyatt, appointed to deliver the same, reported that he had
so done according to order.

* A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the

door, was admitted and informed the Chair that the House of
Assembly acceded to the place of meeting fixed by the Council.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., December i6th, 1777.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday

except Mr. Bassett, and adjourned till to-morrow morning.
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Wednesday, A. M., December 17th, 1777.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Clayton, a member from the House of Assembly, attending

at the door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following

message, to wit

;

)

“A Message FROM THE Assembly TO THE Council.

‘
‘ Gentle^nen

:

“The House of Assembly, being unable to meet yesterday

“by the absence of one of their members, could not attend the
“ Council for the purpose of putting in nomination persons qilali-

“ fied for Delegates to Congress, agreeable to the joint resolution

“of both Houses, do therefore propose to meet the Council
“ forthwith for the purpose aforesaid

;
and they also propose to

“your honorable House that both Houses proceed to the elec;
“ tion, by joint ballot, at 3 o’clock. P. M. '

'

“Signed by order of the House.

“SAM’L WEST, speaker.

“Dover, 17th December, 1777.”

Which being read, the Council agreed to the time of nomina-
tion and balloting for Delegates as proposed in the said message.

Ordered, That Mr. Bailing wait on the House of Assembly and
inform them thereof, and that the Council are now ready to re-

ceive the House of Assembly in the Council Room.

. Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

The Council and Assembly being met in the Council Room,
to put in nomination persons who are to be balloted for as Dele-

gates to Congress, agreeable to the order of the day, on a mo-
tion made that the General Assembly do fix upon the number
of Delegates that shall represent the State in Congress the en-
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suing year, previous to the putting any person in nomination it

is unanimously agreed that three persons shall be chosen for this

service.

• Then the members proceeded to put in nomination divers per-

sons, whose names being taken down for the consideration of the

members of both Houses, the General Assembly adjourned till

3 o’clock in the afternoon.

Eodem Die, P. M.'
.

The General Assembly met.

Then the members of both Houses proceeded to the ballot,

which, being taken down, it appeared that Caesar Rodney, Nich-
olas Vandyke, and Thomas McKean, Esquires, had a majority of

voices, and are declared duly elected Delegates from this Stateno
Congress for the ensuing year.

Then the members of Assembly withdrew.

The committee to whom the bills directing the choice of Asses-

sors for the present year in such Hundreds in the County of New
Castle where Assessors have not been chosen agreeable to the

laws of this State, and for other purposes therein mentioned, and
also the bill for reviving the Levy Court and Court of Appeal for

the County of New Castle, and for reestablishing the process in

the Supreme Court throughout the State, and for occasional ad-

journments or removals of the Courts from the County Towns,
were committed, report it as their opinion that the subject matter

oT the said two bills hath relation to each other and ought to be
formed into one bill

;
and the committee further report that they

essayed the draught of such a bill, by way of amendment to the

said two bills, which they submit to the correction of the Council.

On motion and order, • -
. ' \

The said bill of amendment was read the first time. •
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By special order the same was read the second time, and, after

some amendments, was agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr, Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
with the said transcribed bill for their consideration and concur-

rence.

Mr. Bryan, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a “ Bill impowering the

President or Commander-in-Chief of the Delaware State to draw
out of the Loan Otftce of Kent County the sum of five thousand
pounds and also the resolutions for borrowing seven hundred
•and fifty pounds, on the credit of the State, to be put info the

hands of Lieutenant Colonel Pope to purchase clothing for the

Delaware Regiment, with the amendment proposed by the Coun-
cil by way of addition to the last resolve, to which the House pf

Assembly had agreed, and accordingly added a further resolu-

tion, setting forth the loan of the aforesaid sum of seven hundred
and fifty pounds by Vincent Loockerman, and charging this State

with repayment of the same with interest.

Council adjourned till Friday morning, lo o’clock.

Friday, A. M,, December 19th, 1777.

The Council met. Present all the members as on Wednesday,
and also Mr. Bassett.

On motion.

The resolutions for borrowing seven hundred and fifty pounds
on the credit of the State, and for repaying the same with inter-

est, were read and concurred in, and are as follows, to wit

:

“ In THE House of Assembly of the Delaware State,
“ Friday, P. M., December 12th, 1777.

'‘^Resolved, That the sum of seven hundred and fifty pounds
“be borrowed upon the credit of this State, and that the Vice-
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“ President sign certificates to the person or persons lending the

“same.

^'Resolved, That this House will devise ways and means for the
“ repayment to the lender or lenders thereof.

'"Resolved, That the said sum of seven hundred and fifty

“pounds be put into the hands of Lieutenant Colonel Charles
“ Pope, to enable him to proceed in the purchase of clothing for

“the Delaware Regiment aforesaid, and that Colonel Pope be
“accountable for the expenditure thereof to the General Assem-
“bly, or to the President or Vice-President of the State for the

“time being in the vacation of Assembly, in order that the State

“may have the said sum refunded by Congress.

“Wednesday, P. M., December 17th, 1777.

“It appearing to the House that Vincent Loockerman, 0/
“ Dover, in the County of Kent, on the sixteenth day of Decem-
“ber instant, had paid into the hands of the Vice-President of

“this State, in pursuance of the joint resolution of both Houses,
“made on Saturday last, the sum of seven hundred and fifty

“pounds, lawful money, for the use of this State.

"Resolved, That this State be chargeable with, and the same*
“is hereby made chargeable with the said seven hundred and
“fifty pounds, to be paid to the said Vincent Loockerman, his

“executors, administrators, or assigns, at any time within one
“year from this date, with interest at the rate of six per cent, per
“annum, from the sixteenth day of December, instant, until the

“same be repaid.

"'Ordered, That Mr. Bryan wait on the Council with the reso-
“ lutions for the l >orrowing seven hundred and fifty pounds, upon
“the credit of the State, and putting the same into the hands of
“ Lieutenant Colonel Pope to purchase clothing for the Delaware
“ Regiment, and inform them that this House has acceded to the

“amendment proposed thereto, and that he deliver a copy of the

“last resolution for their consideration and concurrence.”

On motion and order.

The bill empowering the President or Commander-in-Chief
to draw out of the Loan Office of Kent County the sum of five

thousand pounds, was read the first time.
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By special order the same was read a second time, and there-

upon committed to Messrs. Bassett and Vandyke to report

thereon.

The committee report divers amendments as necessary to the

said bill, which, being read, were severally agreed to.

Ordered^ That the said bill, with the amendments, be sent to

the House of Assembly for their consideration and concurrence.

Colonel Jones is appointed for this purpose, and also to return

the resolutions for the borrowing of seven hundred and fifty

pounds, on the credit of the State, and for the repaying the same,

with the concurrence of the Council thereto.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order. \

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. *

Eodem Die, P. M.

On motion and order.

That a certificate of the appointment of the Delegates to the

Congress, as chosen on Wednesday, the 17th inst.
,
in the Gen-

eral Assembly, expressing the j)owers they are to be invested

with, be drawn uj) and sent to the House of Assembly for their

concurrence, which, being done and transcribed, was, by order,

read and agreed to, as follows, to wit

:

Whereas Caesar Rodney, Nicholas Vandyke, and Thomas
McKean, Esquires, have been chosen, by joint ballot of the two
Houses of Assembly, to represent the Delaware State in the

Continental Congress,

Resolved, That they, or any one or more of them, are hereby
fully authorized and empowered, for and in behalf of this State,

to concert, agree to, and execute any measure which they or he,

together with a majority of the Continental Congress, shall judge
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necessary for the defence, security, interest, and welfare of this

State in particular and America in general; with power to ad-

journ to such times and places as shall appear most conducive to

the public safety and advantage.

Mr. Hyatt is ordered to deliver the same to the House of As-
sembly for their concurrence.

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported that he had delivered the

same according to order.

Mr. Armstrong, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending at the door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair a

“Bill for defraying the expenses of the General Assembly,”
which, by order, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read a second time, and, upont
the vote, postponed.

0

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the

door, was admitted and returned to the Chair the certificate of

the appointment of the Delegates to the Congress, as chosen bn
Wednesday, the 17th instant, in the General Assembly, express-

,

ing the powers they are to be invested with, with the concurrence-
of the House of Assembly thereto.

' The same member also delivered to the Chair the following

message from the Assembly, to wit

:

“A Message from the Assembly to the Council.

‘

' Gentlemen

:

“This House having sent to the Council, ^ on Wednesday
“last, for their consideration and concurrence, a bill entitled ‘An
“act empowering the President, Vice-President, or Commander-
“in-Chief, to draw out of the Loan Office of Kent County the

“sum of five thousand pounds, part of the sum emitted by an
“act entitled, ‘An act for printing and emitting fifteen thousand
“pounds in Bills of Credit of this State, to be let out on loan,

“and for striking the further sum of ten thousand pounds in

“such bills for the use of this State, and for providing a fund for

.“sinking the same;’’ and the said bill being returned to the

“House this day, by a member of Council, with a bill entitled
“ ‘A supplement to an act entitled ‘An act for printing and

22
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“ emitting fifteen thousand pounds in Bills of Credit of this State,

“to be let out on loan, and for striking the, further sum of ten
“ thousand pounds in such bills, for the use of this State, and for

“providing a fund for sinking the same,’’ which, by a verbal
‘

‘ message, was said to be an amendment to the first mentioned
“bill; this being contrary to the mode of proceeding used in

“such cases by both Houses (it having been usual heretofore, as
“ this House conceives, to point out amendments particularly in

“writing,) the House of Assembly desire to know, by a written

“message, whether the said supplementary bill was intended as
‘

‘ amendatory of the said first mentioned bill or not.

“Dover, Dec. 19, 1777.”

And the same being taken into consideration, an answer was
drawn up at the table, and ordered to be transcribed and signed
by the Speaker, and is as follows, to wit

:

0

An Answer from the Council to a Message from the
Assembly.

Gentlemen :

The Council, when they sent the bill entitled “A supple^.*

ment to an act entitled ‘An act for printing and emitting fifteen

thousand pounds in Bills of Credit of this State, to be let out on
loan, and for striking the further sum of ten thousand pounds in

such bills for the use of this State, and for providing a fund for

sinking the same,’ ’’ intended the same as an amendment to the

bill sent from the House of Assembly entitled “An act empower-
ing the President, Vice-President, or Commander-in-Chief to draw
out of the I.oan Office of Kent County the sum of five thousand
pounds, part of the sum emitted by an act entitled ‘An act for

printing and emiting fifteen thousand pounds in Bills of Credit of

this State, to be let out on loan, and for striking the further sum
of ten thousand pounds in such bills, for the use of this State,

and for providing a fund for sinking the same,’ ’’ as appears by
the verbal message delivered by the member of the Council who
returned the original bill, together with the amendment. The
Council were induced to this proceeding, (tho’ not strictly regu-

lar,) merely for the saving of time. From the notice sent by
your House, on Monday last, of their intention to adjourn, and
the conference of the committees thereon, the Council apprehend-
ed that some of the usual forms of proceeding must be dispensed
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with, or otherwise much of the business before both Houses would
be left unfinished

;
however, we do not mean or wish to establish

it as a precedent, and if the House of Assembly shall think it

' necessary to return the two bills thus sent, the Council will pro-

ceed on the bill from your House in the usual mode.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett deliver the same to the House of

Assembly.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending, was ad-

mitted and returned the bill directing the choice of Assessors for

the present year in the County of New Castle, and reviving the

Levy Court and Court of Appeal for the County of New Castle,

and for reestablishing the process in the Supreme Court through-
out the State, and for occasional adjournments or removals of the

Courts from the County Towns, with an amendment, which,

being agreed to, was made therein.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bill and inform them that the Council acceded to the

amendment proposed.

Mr. Vandyke returned and reported that he delivered the bill

and message according to order.

Mr. Craghead, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following reso-

lution, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, December 19th, 1777.

“The House resumed the consideration of one of the resolu-
“ tions of Council of the 29th of October, referred to in a message
“from the Council of the loth instant, which has not been acted
“ upon by this House, and is as follows, to wit

:

“That a committee of three persons be appointed to receive,

“examine, and adjust the accounts of expenses which have ac-

“crued and become due to the Militia of the Counties of New
“ Castle and Kent for former service, viz : Robert Bryan, Robert
“Armstrong, and Thomas Montgomery, gentlemen; and also
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“ that a committee of three persons, viz
: John Jones, John Rod-

“ ney, and John Clowes, gentlemen, be appointed in the County
“of Sussex, to receive, examine, and adjust the accounts of ex-

“penses which have accrued and become due to the Militia of

“said County for former service, and make report thereof to the
‘

‘ President, who is to pay the same accordingly.

“And thereupon

^'Resolved, That this House concur in the said resolution.

Ordered, That the above be transcribed, and that Mr. Crag-
“ head wait on the Council and deliver the same.

Ordered also. That Mr. Craghead inform the Council that this

“ House intends, to-morrow, in the afternoon, to adjourn to some
‘

‘ future day.
’ ’ ^

Which, by order, was read the first time. •

The memorial of Ephraim Blaine, Deputy Commissary Gen-
eral of Purchase for the Continental Army, was read the first

time and ordered to be delivered to the Assembly for their pe-

rusal. Col. Jones is appointed for this purpose, who, being re—
turned, reported that he had delivered the same according to

order.

Adjourned till to-morrow, 10 o’clock, A. M.

Saturday, A. M., December 20th, 1777.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion.

The resolution of Council of the 29th of October, with the

concurrence of the House of Assembly, delivered the last even-

ing, was read, and, upon consideration, the following message
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was drawn up at the table and agreed to be sent to the House of

Assembly, to wit

:

Gentlemen

:

We received a resolution by member of your House last even-

ing concuring in a resolution of the 29th of October last, for the

appointment of two several committees for adjusting the accounts
due to the Militia of the State for former service, and referred to,

among other things, in our message to you of the loth instant,

but without any alteration in the form of that part of the resolu-
'

tion respecting the report to be made by these committees. '

When the Council adopted this resolution, it was a doubt with
|

them whether your House could or would have been formed in
j

the course of the year, and therefore extremly uncertain when a

General Assembly would meet
;
but this being obviated,^ this

,

Council took an early oj)portunity to lay the whole before you,

wishing you to make further provision and supply the irregular- '

ity of a proceeding adopted from necessity. But as the House
of Assembly have not done more than return a general concur-

rence, the Council beg leave to recommend to the Assembly a >

reconsideration of that resolution, and submit whether it is not

necessary to direct the report to be made to the General Assem-
bly, in order the allowances therein may receive such approba-* •

tion as is usual in such cases, and that it may be a voucher in the

State’s account against Congress, without which sanction, we
doubt, it will not be considered a proper voucher. The demand
of the State will be considerable, and a risque of this sort should
be avoided while in our power. We beg leave, also, to remind
you that you have not acted upon all the resolutions of the 29th

of October last. A material one is omitted, to wit : that which re-

commends it to the President to draw for the balance of the ten

thousand pounds emitted for the support of the State and apply
the same to discharge the debts to be ascertained by the commit-
tees aforesaid.

Ordered

y

That Mr. Baning deliver the same.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion,

Resolvedy That Messrs. Caesar Rodney, James Sykes, and
‘

Eleazar M. Coombs be a committee to state an account of the

monies advanced by the State, or on the credit thereof, for re-

cruiting the Delaware Battalion in the two last campaigns, and of

the expenditures of the same
;
and also to state an account of

expenditures by this State for and in behalf of the United States,

and that the said committee be empowered to send for persons)

papers and things.

On motion,

Resolved, That the Prothonotary of the Court of Common
Pleas for Kent County do deliver the ancient Seal of the said

County, dated ’83, used in his office, unto the Vice-President or

Commander-in-Chief of the State, the same seal being established*

as the Great Seal of this State, until a new one is made and de-

livered to the Commander-in-Chief, and then it is ordered that

the seal aforesaid be redelivered to the Prothonotary.

Which, by order, was read the first time, and agreed to be sent

to the House of Assembly for their concurrence.

Ordered, That Col. Collins deliver the said resolutions to the

House of Assembly for concurrence.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

Mr. Armstrong, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending at the door, was admitted and returned to the Council
‘ ‘A supplement to an act entitled ‘An act for printing and emit-

ting fifteen thousand pounds in Bills of Credit of this State, to be

let out on loan, and for striking the further sum of ten thousand
pounds in such bills for the use of this State, and for providing a

fund for sinking the same,’ ” with the concurrence of the House
of Assembly thereto.
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p Whereas the two months limited for the service of the 600
' Militia ordered to be raised by a resolution of the Council of the

sM ' 29th October last, for the protection and defence of the State, is

V near expiring, and the present situation of the public affairs in the

State requires that a standing body of the Militia be kept up
;

K therefore

M:

rWk

Resolved, That the like number of Militia be continued in the

service of the State for other two months, unless sooner dis-

charged by the Commander-in-Chief, and that they be furnished

in the same proportion as by the said resolution of the 29th of

October last is directed.

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke deliver the same to the House of
Assembly for their concurrence.

Mr. Vandyke, being returned, reported that he had delivered

the same according to order. •

Mr. Stout, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted, and returned to the Chair the resolution of the

Council for the appointment of Caesar Rodney, James Sykes^

and Eleazar McCombs, to be a committee to state an account of
the monies advanced by this State, or on the credit thereof, for

recruiting the Delaware Battalion in the two last campaigns, and
of the expenditures of the same, and of the expenditures of this

State in behalf of the United States. Also the resolution of Coun-
cil for the delivery of the ancient Seal of Kent County to the

Vice-President. And also the resolution of Council for continu-

ing 600 Militia in the service of the State for other two months,
unless sooner discharged by the Commander-in-Chief, with the

concurrence of the House of Assembly to each of the said reso-

lutions.

The bill entitled
‘ ‘An act to remedy the loss of divers Public

Seals of Office in the County of New Castle,” and the bill enti-

tled ‘‘A supplement to an act entitled ‘An act for printing and
emitting fifteen thousand pounds in Bills of Credit of this State,

to be let out on loan, and for striking the further sum of ten

thousand pounds in such bills for the use of this State, and for

providing a fund for sinking the same,’ ” being severally exam-
ined and compared, the Council agree that the same be enacted

into laws.
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Ordered, That Mr. Bassett return the same to the House of

Assembly, to be signed by their Speaker.

Mr. Lockwood, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following

resolves, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., December 20, 1777. t

“The House resumed the consideration of the message sent

from Council this afternoon, and thereupon

^'Resolved, That a committee of three persons be appointed to

“receive, examine, and adjust the accounts of expenses which
“ have accrued and become due to the Militia of the Countie^ of

“New Castle and Kent for former service, viz: Robert Bryan,
“ Robert Armstrong, and Thomas Montgomery, gentlem^; and
“also that a committee of three persons, viz

: John Jones, John
“Clowes, and John Rodney, gentlemen, be appointed in the
“ County of Sussex, to receive, examine, and adjust the accounts
“ of expenses which have accrued and become uue to the Militia

“of said County for former service, and make report thereof to

“the General Assembly of Delaware at their next meeting.

Resolved, the Vice-President or Commander-in-Chief
“be empowered to draw for and apply the balance of ten thou-
“ sand pounds, emitted for the support of this State by an act

“entitled ‘An act for printing and emitting fifteen thousand
“pounds in Bills of Credit of this State, to be let out on loan,

“and for striking the further sum often thousand pounds in such
“ bills for the use of this State, and for providing a fund for sink-

“ing the same,’ towards the discharge of the debts due to the
“ Militia heretofore called out.”

Which, by order, was read the first time.

The same, by special order, was read the second time and con-

curred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return the same to the House of

Assembly with the concurrence of Council thereto.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.
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Dr. Molleston, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-

ing at the door, was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill

entitled “An act to remedy the loss of divers Public Seals of

Office in the County of New Castle;” also the bill entitled “A
supplement to an act entitled ‘An act for printing and emitting

fifteen thousand pounds in Bills of Credit of this State, to be let

out on loan, and for striking the further sum of ten thousand
pounds in such bills for the use of this State, and for providing a

fund for sinking the same

’

and also the
‘

‘ Bill directing the

choice of Assessors for the present year in the County of New
Castle, and reviving the Levy Court and Court of Appeal for

the County of New Castle, and for reestablishing the process in

the Supreme Court throughout the State, and for occasional ad-

journments or removals of the Courts from the County Towns,”
signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly.

^

Ordered, That the said bills be signed by the Speaker of the

Council, whichwas done accordingly. •

On motion,

Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

the Great Seal of this State to the following laws, to wit

:

. I. “An act to remedy the loss of divers Public Seals of Office

in the County of New Castle ;”

2. “A supplement to an act entitled ‘An act for printing and
emitting fifteen thousand pounds in Bills of Credit of this State,

to be let out on loan, and for striking the further sum of ten

thousand pounds in such bills for the use of this State, and for

providing a fuiul for sinking the same ”

3. “An act directing the choice of Assessors for the present

year in the County of New Castle, and reviving the Levy Court

and Court of Appeal for the County of New Castle, and for re-

establishing the process in the Supreme Court throughout the

State, and for occasional adjournments or removals of the Courts

from the County Towns ;”

Passed this sessioti.
• - ^

Mr. Davis, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following report,’ to

wit :
'

j ... ’

23
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“In the House of Assembly,
“Saturday, P. M., December 20th, 1777.

‘
‘ The House resolved itself into a Grand Committee to con-

‘
‘ sider of certain accounts brought in for the service of the State,

‘
‘ and after some time spent therein the Chairman of the Com-

‘
‘ mittee reported that they had allowed the following accounts,

‘
‘ to wit

:

“To the Honorable Thomas McKean, Esquire, . £ 90 o
“To James Sykes, Esq., for signing paper money
“ and expenses in attending Congress, .... 55 i 9

“To Richard Lockwood and John Clarke, Es-
“ quires, each 16, for signing paper money, . 32 o o

“To Philip Barratt, Esq., Sheriff of Kent County,
“ for public services 29 o o,

“ To Thomas Wild, Goaler of Kent County, . . 6 10 3
“To James Booth, as Secretary and Clerk of As- «

‘
‘ sembly, for former services, &c.

, 42 4 6

254 17
'

5}^

Which said report was agreed to by the House of Assembly
and sent to the Council for concurrence, and returned with the

concurrence of Council thereto.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett deliver to the House of Assembly
the several laws passed this session, signed by the Speaker of the

Council, together with a resolve of Council for affixing the Great

Seal to the said laws.

Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to law,

A member from the House of Assembly, attending, was admit-

ted and delivered to the Chair the following resolve, to wit

:

“In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., December 20, 1777.

‘
‘ On motion,

^'Resolved, That the Vice President and Commander-in-Chief
“be empowered to draw on the Trustees of the Loan Offices of
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“this State for the several sums agreed by the General Assembly
“to be due to the following persons, out of the interest monies
“ in the said offices, viz :

“To the Honorable Thomas McKean, Esquire, . 90 o ii }4
“ To James Sykes, Esquire, 55 i 9
“To Richard Lockwood and John Clarke, Esq’rs,

“^16 each, 32 o o
“To Philip Barratt, Esquire, 29 o o
“ To Thomas Wild, 6 10 3
“ To James Booth, Esquire, 42 4 6

Which said resolve was agreed to by the House of Assembly
and sent to the Council for concurrence, and returned with the

concurrence of Council thereto.
\

Then the Council proceeded to the settlement of the per diem,

wages and mileage of the members, and the accounts of their

officers for the present meeting, and the following allowances

were made, viz :

To George Read (Speaker), Nicholas Vandyke,
^

Peter Hyatt, Thomas Collins, John Baning, I
•

Richard Bassett, and John Jones, Esq’rs, for
|

^

for 21 days’ attendance and mileage, . . . J

To Mr. Benjamin Vining, Clerk, ii 19 6

To Nathaniel Smithers, Jun., Doorkeeper, .... 400
To Mr. French Battell, for fire, candles, &c., ... 15 o o
To Mr. French Battell, for sundry expenses of the

Council 150 18 3

/ 282 91

Ordered, That the Speaker draw orders on the Trustees of

the Loan Offices of Kent and Sussex for the payment of the

several sums aforesaid.

Whereupon the said orders were drawn and signed by the

Speaker.

Then the Council adjourned to the first Monday in March next.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

SPECIAL SESSION, FEBRUARY, 1778.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, in the

County of Kent, by a special order of the Vice-President, on
Tuesday, the seventeenth day of February, Anno Domini 1778,
a sufficient number of members to compose a House not attend-

ing, the Council adjourned from day to day till Thursday, Feb-
ruary 19th, 1778.

Thursday, February 19th, 1778.

The Council met, but a (luorum of the House of Assembly not
attending, the Council adjourned from day to day till Saturday,
.February 21st, 1778.

Saturday, February 21st, 1778.

The Council met.

The following members appeared in the Council, viz :

For New Castle County—George Read {Speaker')^ Nicholas
Vandyke, Peter Hyatt.
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For Kent County—Richard. Bassett, John Baning, Thomas *

Collins.

For Sussex County—Col. John Jones.

A message from the Vice-President to the General Assembly,
respecting the raising of the Militia for reinforcing General Small-

wood, at Wilmington, in compliance with the requisition of his

Excellency General Washington of the 19th of December last,

in order to prevent any attempt of the enemy to get possession

of that port, and the neglect of the Militia to obey the orders for

their march owing to the deficiency of the law
;
and also respect-

ing the recruiting of the Delaware Battalion, either by drafting ’4

or otherwise, agreeable to a further requisition of his Excellency
General Washington, contained in his letter of the 19th of Janu-
ary last, together with copies of the said letters, was delivered ati

the table, ^

•

And, on motion and order, the same were read.

Mr. Bryan, a member from the House of Assembly, attending

at the door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following

“The House took into consideration that part of the message
“from his Honor the Vice-President, recommending measures
“to be taken for tlie completion of the Delaware Regiment, and
“thereupon

'‘^Ordered, That Mr. Bryan wait on the Council and propose to

“ them the appointment of a committee of their body to join with

“a committee of this House to consider of the best methods for

“ the speedy completing of the said regiment, who may severally
“ report thereon.

“

Which, by order, was read and agreed to, and Messrs. Collins,

Vandyke, and Jones are appointed on the part of the Council a

committee of conference on the business aforesaid.

Ordered^ Mr. Bassett wait on The House of Assembly
with this resolution of concurrence and appointment.

order of that House, to wit :

“ In THE House OF Assembly, ;

“Saturday, February 21st, 1778. '

t
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Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

Mr. Stout, a member from the House of Assembly, attending

at the door, was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill en-

titled “An act to enable the Sheriff of the County of Sussex to

hold an election in said county to elect members of the General
Assembly, Sheriffs and Coroners for the said county for the en-

suing year,” with amendments thereto, which, by order, were .

read and agreed to, and the amendments were accordingly made
in the bill. 1

1

Ordered, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly !

and inform them that the Council had acceded to their proposed
j

amendments in the bill aforesaid.
t

!

Mr. Vandyke, being returned, reported that he had delivered
j

the same according to order. •
^

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed.

Upon the question, it is

« . ,

Resolved, That the seat of Daniel Dingee in the Council be-
^

came vacant on the first day of October last, and the member of

Council to be chosen under the bill now passed for holding an
election in the County of Sussex is to supply that vacancy.

It appearing to the Council that Samuel Shelton Sloss, a mem-
ber of this House, died lately, on motion

Ordered, That the Speaker issue a writ to the Sheriff of Sussex
County, directing him to hold an election on the second day of
March next for the choosing a new member to supply the vacancy
occasioned by the death of Mr. Sloss.

The bill for the- holding an election in Sussex Count)r, being
engrossed, was read and compared and passed the Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Jones deliver the same to the House of As-
sembly for comparison and to be signed by the Speaker of that

House.

Mr. Jones, being returned, reported that he had delivered the

same according to order.

24
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Mr. Stout, a member from the House of Assembly, attending at

the door, was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill for the

holding an election in Sussex County, signed by the Speaker oi

the House of Assembly.

Ordered, That the said bill be signed by the Speaker of the

Council, which was done accordingly.

On motion,

Resolved, That the Vice-President and Commander-in-Chief
affix the Great Seal of this State to the act entitled “An act to

enable the Sheriff of the County of Sussex to hold an election in

said county to elect members of the General Assembly, Sheriff,

and Coroners for the said county for the ensuing year.”

Adjourned till Monday morning, lo o’clock.
^

Monday, February 23d, 1778.

The Council met. Some of the members attending the com-
mittee, the Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, February 24th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Col. Jones.

The committee of Council appointed to confer with a commit-
tee of the House of Assembly on the subject matter of complet-

ing the Delaware Regiment, now delivered their report at the

table, which, by order, was read the first time.
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Dr. Ridgely, a member from the House of Assembly, attending
at the door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair certain reso-

lutions founded on the report of the committee of conference for

completing the Delaware Regiment, which, by order, were read
the first time.

By special order the same were read a second time, and divers

amendments being proposed and agreed to, were ordered to be
transcribed and sent to the House of Assembly for their concur-
rence. .

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt wait on the House of Assembly with
the said resolutions and amendments.

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported that he had delivered the

same according to order.
\

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., February 25th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Dr. Molleston, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending at the door, was admitted and returned to the Chair the

amendments proposed by the Council to the resolutions of the

Assembly for the completing of the Delaware Regiment, some of

which the House of Assembly agreed to, and to others they pro-

posed further amendments.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the following

notice of that House, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, A. M., February 25th, 1778.

^'Ordered, That Mr. Molleston wait on the Council and inform

“them that this House proposes, in the afternoon, to adjourn for
‘

‘ a few days.
’ ’
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The Council took into consideration the amendments proposed
by the Assembly to the amendments of the Council, and there-

upon

Resolved, That the following message be sent to the House of

Assembly, to wit

:

Gentlemen :

The Council have taken into consideration the amendments
proposed by your House to the amendments offered by the

Council to the resolutions, founded on the report of the commit-
tee of conferees, for filling the Delaware Regiment, and are of

opinion that if adopted they will not answer the end intended
by your House, and also apprehend that the reasons for their

amendments have not been fully understood or perhaps youi^

House would not have disagreed to some of the amendments at

least
;
and as this business requires dispatch, as well from .the

nature of it as from the intention of the Assembly to adjourn this

afternoon for a few days, the Council propose to the House of

Assembly a committee of conference on the subject matter of the

several amendments proposed by each House for the more speedy
settling of this business, which, if aj)proved of, the Council will,

immediately name members of their body to attend the confer-

ence forthwith.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly with

the same message.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof.

Mr. Clark, a member from the House of Assembly, attending

at the door, was admitted and informed the Chair that that House
acceded to the proposed conference, and that Messrs Patterson,

Ridgely, Clayton, Armstrong, and Lockwood are appointed by
the House of Assembly for that purpose.

And, on motion, Messrs. Bassett, Vandyke, and Baning are

appointed conferees on the part of the Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt inform the House of Assembly of

this appointment.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Lockwood, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending at the door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the

following resolutions of the House of Assembly, as agreed to and
reported by the committee of conference : I

“In the House of Assembly,
\

“Wednesday, P. M., February 25th, 1778.
'

“The committee appointed to confer with a committee of
“Council on the amendments proposed by each House to^ the

“resolutions for the completing of the Delaware Regiment, re- !

“ported the following resolutions to.be adopted in the place of '

“the resolutions before mentioned, which were, by order, read
“and agreed to by the House, to wit :

‘

^Resolved, nemine contradicente^ That in order to fill up the
“said regiment speedily, which appears to be deficient in number
“four hundred and twenty men, rank and file, every officer be* •

“allowed thirty-five dollars for each able-bodied soldier he hath
“enlisted since the first day of February instant, or that he may
“enlist before the first day of May next, for the term of three

“years, or during the war, and who shall pass muster.

“That an additional bounty of forty-five dollars be given to

“every soldier so as aforesaid enlisted, or that may be enlisted.

“That the Vice-President be empowered to borrow from Con-
“gress, in the name and on the behalf of the State, forty thou-

“sand dollars, to carry the business aforesaid into execution, and
“this House will devise ways and means for the repayment of
“ the said sum.

Resolved also^ That if the said sum of forty thousand dollars

“cannot be obtained from Congress, that the like sum be bor-
‘

‘ rowed from private persons on the credit of the State, and that
“ the Vice-President sign certificates to the person or persons who
“ may lend the same, and this House will devi.se ways and means
“for the repayment to the lender or lenders thereof.”
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Which, by order, were read the first time.

By a special order the same were read a second time and con-

curred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt wait on the House of Assembly and
inform them that the Council had agreed to the said resolutions.

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported that he had done so ac-

cording to order.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending at the door,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a report from the com-
mittee appointed to adjust the accounts of expenses accrued and
become due to the Militia of the Counties of New Castle and
Kent for former service, examined and approved of by the House
of Assembly, together with divers vouchers, for the consideration t

and concurrence of the Council.
#

And, on motion, the same report was read and ordered to lie

on the table for consideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., February 26th, 1778,

The Council met.

The Speaker informed the House that he had received, since

the rising of the Council on the last evening, a writing, sub-

scribed by the Speaker of the Assembly, by way of notice, that

the House of Assembly, on yesterday, had adjourned to Wednes-
day, the fourth of March next, which, by order, was read and
filed.

The Council resumed the report from the Committee of Militia

Accounts, and proceeded to the examination thereof with the

vouchers, and, after some time spent thereon, ordered to lie over

for further examination.

The Council adjourned to the fourth day of March next.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.
1

ADJOURNED SESSION, MARCH, 1778.
I i

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, *in the ^

County of Kent, by adjournment, on Wednesday, the 4th day j

of March, Anno Domini, 1778, a sufficient number of members
’

to compose a House not attending, the Council adjourned from *

day to day till Monday, March 9th, 1778.

Monday, A. M., March 9th, 1778.

.
The Council met.

‘ The following members appeared in the Council, viz :

For New Castle County—George Read {^Speaker'), Peter Hyatt.

For Kent County—^John Bailing.

' For Sussex County—Col. John Jones, William Conwell.

The return of the Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of

Sussex of the election of two Councillors to fill the vacant seats

25
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of Daniel Dingee, Esq., whose seat became vacant on the first

day of October last by rotation, and of Samuel Shelton Sloss,

Esquire, who lately died, being delivered at the table, it appears
that John Clowes, Esq., was elected a member of the Council for

the County of Sussex, in the room of Daniel Dingee, under the

act of Assembly passed at this session
;
and that William Con-

well, gentleman, was elected a member of the Council for the said

County of Sussex, in the room of Samuel Shelton Sloss, in pur-

suance of a special writ issued by the Speaker of the Council.

Mr. Conwell appeared in the Council, took the oath and sub-

scribed the declaration prescribed by the twenty-second article

of the Constitution of the State, and then took his seat in the

Council. [See note on page io.~\

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock. 1

Tuesday, A. M., March loth, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

A message from the Vice-President to the General Assembly,
respecting the reinforcing General Washington with 500 Militia,

together with divers resolutions of Congress recommending the

taking into consideration the Plan of Confederacy for the United
States

;
the raising the State’s cpiota of five millions of dollars in

the current year by tax on the inhabitants of the State
;
the reg-

ulating the price of labor, manufactures, internal produce, and
commodities imported from foreign parts, and the future supply
of clothing for the battalion belonging to the State, was delivered

at the table, and, by order, read the first time.

The Speaker laid before the Council certain resolutions of Con-
gress recommending more efifectual provision to be made for the

detecting and punishing of deserters in the several States, and a

letter from General Washington, representing the necessity of an
adequate remedy for this evil

;
and the Council, taking into con-

sideration the “Act against desertion and harbouring deserters.
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or dealing with them in certain cases,” are of opinion that the
penalties therein are too low, and thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare
and bring in a bill for the further and more effectual detecting of
deserters and punishing the harbourers of them.

And, on motion,

Messrs. Jones, Baning, and Conwell are appointed a commit-
tee for this purpose.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

\

Wednesday, A. M., March nth, 1778. |

The Council met. *
j

Mr. Collins appeared in the Council and took his seat. Some ’

of the members attending the Committee, the Council adjourned,
till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., March 12th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Tuesday.

Mr. Vandyke appeared and took his seat in Council.

The committee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill for the

further and more effectual detecting of deserters and punishing
the harbourers of them, now delivered one at the table, which,

by order, was read the first time.

On motion, by special order.

The same was read a second time, and, sundry amendments
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being proposed and agreed to, the same passed the Council, and
ordered that the said bill be transcribed and sent to the House of

Assembly for their consideration and concurrence.

Mr. Baning is appointed for this purpose, who, being returned,

reported that he had delivered the same according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Friday, A. M., March 13th, 177S.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

General Patterson, a member from the House of Assembly,
attending, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following *

resolve, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

Friday, A. M., March 13th, 1778.

''Resolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with a

“committee of Council bn the subject matter of a resolution of

“Congress of the 22d of November last, recommending to the
“ Legislatures, or, in iheir recess, to the Executive authority of

“the respective States, to cause subscriptions to be opened for

“ the loan of monies to be invested in certificates from the respec-
“ tive Continental Loan Offices.”

Which, by order, was read and agreed to, and Messrs. Van-
dyke and Jones are appointed the conferees on the part of the

Council to join a like committee to be appointed by the House of

Assembly on the subject matter of the resolutions of Congress
aforesaid.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt wait on the House of Assembly with

the said resolutions with the concurrence and appointment of the

Council.
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Who, being returned, reported that he had delivered the same
according to order.

The Council took into consideration the resolutions of Con-
gress respecting the regulating of the price of labor, manufac-
tures, internal produce, and commodities imported from foreign

parts, and thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare
and bring in a bill for the purposes in the said resolutions men-
tioned.

And, on motion, Messrs. Vandyke, Collins, and Hyatt are ap-^

pointed a committee for this purpose.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. ;

\ ,

I

Saturday, A. M., March 14th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion of Mr. Conwell for leave of absence till Monday
next, the .same is granted to him.

Adjourned till Monday morning at 10 o’clock. ^

!

Monday, A. M., March i6th, 1778.

Council met and adjourned till Tuesday morning, 10 o’clock.
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Tuesday, A. M., March 17th, 1778.

The Council met.

Mr. Clowes, a member of the Council for. Sussex County, ap-

peared in the Council, took the oath and subscribed the declara-

tion prescribed by the twenty-second article of the Constitution

of this State, and then took his seat in the Council. \_See note on

J>age io.'\

Mr. Peery, a member from the House of Assembly, attending

at the door, was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill for^

the further and more effectual detecting of deserters and punish-

ing the harbourers of them, with some amendments, to which J;he

Council agreed.

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed, and that Mr. Bassett

inform the House of Assembly that the Council have acceded to

the proposed amendments.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported that he had so done ac-

cording to order.

The Council took into consideration the resolve of Congress of

September 3d last, recommending to the several States to take

effectual measures for importing or otherwise procuring, during
the ensuing winter, such supjdies of arms, tents, or other military

stores, blankets, clothing, medicines, and other necessary articles

for their respective Militia, as may be wanted for the next cam-
paign, and that they report to Congress the species and quantity

of military stores manufactured in their respective States
;
and

thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take the

said recommendation of Congress into consideration and report

thereon.

On motion, Messrs. Clowes, Bassett, and Jones are appointed

a committee for the purpose.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Wednesday, A. M., March i8th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The committee appointed to prepare and brine in a bill for

regulating the price of labor, manufactures, internd produce, and
commodities imported from foreign parts, now delivered one at

the table, which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

\

Thursday, A. M., March 19th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Hyatt.

A message from the Vice-President to the General Assembly,
with the copy of a written paper, subscribed by the Representa-
tives from the County of Sussex, addressed to the Vice-President,

was delivered at the table, and, by order, read.

On motion

Resolved, That that part of the said message which relates to

the application made to him for his orders to Brigadier Dagwor-
thy, for the disarming of the disaffected in Sussex County and
the taking up some of the principals, together with the copy of

the written paper, be referred to a committee of three.

The persons appointed are Messrs. Vandyke, Collins, and
Bassett.

The bill against desertion, being engrossed, was read and com-
pared and passed the Council.
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Ordered, That Mr. Baning deliver the same to the House of

Assembly for comparison and to be signed by the Speaker of that

House.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Friday, A. M., March 20th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Baning now reported that he had delivered the bill agains(

desertion to the House of Assembly according to the order of

yesterday.

The committee to whom part of the message from the Vice-

President of yesterday was referred now delivered their report at

the table, which, by order, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read a second time, and, on
consideration and debate, the same was rejected, and the follow-

ing resolutions were agreed to, that is to say :

Resolved, That the Council is fully convinced that some of the

disaffected inhabitants of the County of Sussex have taken up
arms, much to the terror of the good people of said county and
the encouragement of the British forces to land and make excur-

sions there
;
therefore

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Council that, for the

restoring peace and harmony in said county, the President of

this State issue his orders immediately to General Dagworthy to

disarm and take the ammunition from all the disaffected inhabit-

ants of the said County of Sussex.

Whereas it has been represented that the recruiting officers

have committed great abuses in the said County of Sussex,

Resolved, That the Justices of the Peace be directed to inquire

into the foundation of the said complaints, and prevent such con-

duct in future.
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Ordered, That Mr. Clowes wait on the House of Assembly
with the fore|.;oing resolutions for their consideration and concur-
rence.

Mr. Clowes, being returned, reported that he had delivered the

same according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., March 21st, 1778.
|

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.
I

The Council adjourned to the 25th of this instant, March. '

« •

i

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, in the

County of Kent, by adjournment, on Wednesday, the 25th day
of March, Anno Domini 1778, a quorum of the House of As-
sembly not attending, the Council adjourned from day to day till

Friday, March 27th, 1778.

26
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Friday, A. M., March 27th, 1778.

The Council met.

The following members appeared in the Council, viz :

For New Castle County—George Read {Speaker')^ Nicholas
Vandyke, Peter Hyatt.

For Kent Cou?ity—Richard Bassett, Thomas Collins, John
Baning.

For Sussex County—^John Jones, John Clowes.

General Patterson, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending at the door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair a bill

entitled “An act for the further security of the Government,” for

the consideration and concurrence of the Council, which, by
order, was read the first time.

The Council resumed the consideration of the report of the

committee for adjusting the accounts of the Militia of New Castle

and Kent Counties for past service, and several amendments were
proposed and agreed to.

On motion.

Ordered, That a committee be appointed to draw up those

amendments and draught a message to the House of Assembly,
assigning the reasons for making the same.

And thereupon Messrs. Bassett and Clowes are appointed for

this purpose.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Saturday, A. M.', March 28th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The committee appointed to draw up the amendments as pro-
posed in the Council to the report of the committee for adjusting

the accounts of the Militia for New Castle and Kent Counties for

past services, and also to draught a message to the House of As-
sembly assigning the reasons for making the same, now delivered

their report, which, by order, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time, and sev-

eral amendments were |>roposed and agreed to. The said message
and amendments are as follows, to wit

:

•

1. In the general account for New Castle County, No. i and
line 4 from the top, dele the words [bounty in Jerseys,] and insert

instead thereof [pay and retained rations m September, 17*77.]

2. After the charge, in same account, by Capt. William Rob-
inson, No. 3, insert [of which, it appears by his account, that" he * .

received of George Latimer, the Paymaster, £^2 : 10 : o.]

3. After the charge, in same account, by William Woodland,
No. 14, insert [of which, it appears by his account, that he re-

ceived of George Latimer, the Paymaster, 10 : o : o.]

4. After the charge, in same account, by Leonard Vandegrift,

No. 20, insert [of which, it appears by his account, that he re-

ceived of Captain Peter Hyatt 3 ; o : o.]

5. In the same account, under the head Col’s Cantwell’s Bat-

talion, No. 4, Captain William Moody’s Pay-roll, / 158 : 10 : 10,

deduct 35s., a charge of three weeks’ sei*vice of John Moaris.

6. In the general account for Kent County, No. i and line 2d
from the top, dele the words and figures [Charles Eustace, for

medicines for said troop, ;^20.]

The said message follows in these words, viz :

Gentlemen

:

The reasons inducing the Council to propose to your honora-
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ble House the amendments to the report of the committee for

adjusting the accounts of the Militia of New Castle and Kent
Counties for past services, herewith sent, are as follow, to wit :

As to the first amendment, for that the charge, as stated in the

general account, is not warranted by the voucher, it being for pay
and retained rations, instead of a bounty in Jerseys.

As to the second amendment, the Council conceive it necessary

to show upon the face of the general account the sum that the

party charging hath already received
;
otherwise he may receive

a certificate from the President for the whole sum there carried

out, which will entitle him to the payment thereof, therefore he
will be in part paid twice for the same service.

As to the third and fourth amendments, the same reasons as in

the second.

As to the fifth amendment, it appears by the information of

one of the field officers of that battalion, Major Vandyke, that

the charge of 35s. made for John Mearis, in Captain Moody’s
account, for three weeks’ service, is wrong, and ought not to be

allowed, he never having performed any such service.

As to the sixth amendment, it appears that the same charge is

made and allowed in Captain Carty’s account, therefore ought
not to be separately made by Doctor Charles Eustace.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed, and that the message
be signed by the Speaker.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt deliver the same, with the amend-
ments and Militia accounts, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported that he had delivered the

same according to order.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.
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Monday, A. M., March 30th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday.

General Patterson, a member from the House of Assembly,
attending at the door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair
the report of the Committee for Militia Accounts in Sussex Coun-
ty, agreed to by the House of Assembly and sent for concurrence.

On motion,
|

i

Ordered, That the said report and accounts be referred to a
j

committee of three to report thereon.
j

Messrs. Baning, Hyatt, and Bassett are appointed a committee
for this purpose. •

Doctor Ridgely, a member from the House of Assembly, at-
,

tending, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following
'

order of that House to wit

:

“In the House of Assembly, " , .

“Monday, March 30, 1778.

'^Ordered, That Mr. Ridgely inform the Council that the fol-

“lowing persons have been appointed conferees, on the part of

“this House, for the purposes declared in a resolution of both
“Houses of the 13th instant, viz: Ridgely, Craghead, and Kol- '

“lock.”

Which was read and approved of.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the following

resolution of that House, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, March 30th, 1778.

“Whereas his Excellency John McKinly, Esq., our worthy
“ President, taken by the enemy in September last, still remains

“a prisoner, with little prospect of exchange shortly, and the

“Speaker of the Council, who acts as Vice-President, requesting
“ to be relieved from the duties of that office, as alone sufficient
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“to employ the whole time and attention of any individual of the
‘

‘ State
;
therefore

''Resolved, That the place of President of the State be im-

“mediately supplied by the nomination and appointment of the

“General Assembly.

"Ordered, That Mr. Ridgely wait on the Council with the

“foregoing resolution for their concurrence, and inform them
‘

‘ that, if assented to, the House of Assembly will meet the
“ Council to put in nomination such persons who may be voted
“for as President at a subsequent meeting of both Houses,
“agreeable to the mode heretofore adopted and used.”

Which, by order, was read the first time.

By sj3ecial order the same was read the second time and con-'

curred in.
#

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes wait on the House of Assembly
with the foregoing resolution, concurred in by the Council, and
inform them that the Council will meet the House of Assembly,
in the Assembly Room, to-morrow morning, at lo o’clock, to

put in nomination persons who may be voted for as President.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at lo o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., March 31st, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Conwell appeared and took his seat in the Council.

Mr. Clowes, who was appointed to wait on the House of As-

sembly with their resolution to put in nomination persons for the

place of President of this State, as concurred in by the Council,

now reported the delivery thereof according to the order of yes-

terday.
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Mr. Peery, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,
was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following notice of
that House, to wit

:

“In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, A. M,, March 31st, 1778.

'^Ordered, That Mr. Peery wait on the Council and inform
“ them that this House is now ready to receive them and proceed
“to the nomination aforesaid.”

The Council proceeded to the Assembly Room, and there met
the House of Assembly, when several persons were put in nom- I

ination for the office of President and their names taken down for !

the consideration of the members of both Houses.
j

Resolved, That the General Assembly meet in the Assembly
|

Room, to ballot for a President of the State, at 3 o’clock this
j

afternoon. •
;

i

The Council adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. ;

Eodem Die, P, M.

The Council met the House of Assembly in the Assembly
Room and there, in General Assembly, proceeded to the election

of a President for the State, and the members of both Houses, to

wit : eight of the Council and sixteen of the House of Assembly,
then present, having prepared tickets, with the name of the Pre-

sident to be appointed, and put the same into a ballot-box, the

Speakers of the two Houses, in the presence of the other mem-
bers, examined the ballot-box, and it appeared that twenty votes,'

out of twenty-four, were in favor of the Honorable Cmsar Rod-
ney, Esquire.

Whereupon the said Caesar Rodney, Esquire, is declared duly

elected President of this State for the term of three years next
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ensuing and until the sitting of the next General Assembly there-

after, and no longer, agreeable to the present Constitution or

system of government.

On motion,

Resolved^ That the Speaker of the Council nominate five mem-
bers of the General Assembly to wait on the Honorable Csesar

Rodney, Esquire, and inform him of his election and appoint-
ment to the office of President of this State, and know whether
he will accept the said office, and make report thereof to the

General Assembly.

And thereupon Messrs. Vandyke, Clowes, Ridgely, Patterson,

and Bryan are appointed for this purpose.

Then the General Assembly adjourned till to-morrow morning
at lo o’clock, to receive the report of the said committee.

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning at lo o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., April ist, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Then the Council met the House of Assembly in the Assembly
Room in order to receive the report of the committee appointed
yesterday.

The committee delivered at the table General Rodney’s an-

swer, in writing, which was read, and follows in these words, viz

:

'‘^Gentlemen of the Geiieral Assembly

:

‘
‘ I received, yesterday afternoon, your message declaring

“ me duly elected President of the Delaware State, and am fully

“sensible of the honor done me by the appointment; but, as I

“am too conscious of my own inaoility to suppose your expec-

“tation will be answered by my acceptance, I hope I shall be

“excused. I think, nevertheless, that at a time like this it is the
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“duty of every member of society to take such part in the civil

“line as shall be assigned him by government, if tolerably quali-
“ fied

;
therefore, if the General Assembly cannot fix upon some

“other person more equal to that important duty, I shall, tho’

“with the greatest diffidence, accept—in full confidence, however,
“that your honors will afford me every necessary aid in the due
“execution of the laws and otherwise supporting the civil gov-
“ ernment as now established under the authority of the people;
“and as the provision made for the President is by no means an
“ample one, that the General Assembly would not wish to add
“to the sacrifice I have already made by much more than ought
“to fall to the share of any one member of the community.

“CyESAR RODNEY.
“Dover, April ist, 1778.“

Ordered, That a certificate of the appointment of General Rod-
ney to the office of President of this State, signed by the Speakers
of the two Houses, and sealed with the Great Seal of the State,

be made out and delivered to General Rodney.

Ordered also. That the same committee wait on Mr. President

Rodney with the said certificate, and inform him that the General
Assembly will take into their consideration that part of his answer •

respecting a further provision to be made for the President of the

State than that which is already made by the laws of the State.

The committee report that they had delivered the aforesaid

certificate to Mr. President Rodney, which he accepted, accord-

ing to order.

Then the General Assembly adjourned till 3 o’clock in the

afternoon, and the Council withdrew.

The Council adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met, and, on motion, the bill for the further secu-
rity of the Government was read a second time and ordered to lie

over till to-morrow morninj^.

On motion, the bill for regulating and limiting the prices of
sundry articles of produce, &c., was read a 2d time and ordered
to be recommitted to the same committee.

The Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., April 2d, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion,

Resolved, That the Speaker of the Council be authorized to

administer as well the oath of allegiance and declaration of faith

as the oath of office to the Honorable Caesar Rodney, Esquire,

now appointed President of this State, as directed by the 22d
section of the system of government, and that the same be cer-

tified into the Secretary’s office.

Resolved also, That the oath of office be in the form following,

to wit

:

I, Caesar Rodney, do swear that I will well and truly, accord-

ing to the best of my abilities and judgment, execute the office

of President of the Delaware State, agreeable to the Laws and
Constitution thereof, so help me God.

Which, by order, was read.
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Ordered, That Mr, Bailing wait on the House of Assembly with
the foregoing resolutions for their consideration and concurrence.

Mr. Baning^ being returned, reported that he had delivered the
same according to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. ^VI.

. .
• i

The Council met, and resumed the consideration of the bill for
\

the further security of the Government, which, by order of yes-

terday, was postjioned till to-day, and, after some time spent
j

therein, ordered to lie over for further consideration.
|

Mr. Black, a member from the House of Assembly, attending •,

at the door, was admitted and returned to the Chair the aforesaid

resolutions of the Council, with the concurrence of the House of

Assembly thereto.

The Speaker of the Council then waited on the President, and,

bein^ returned, reported to the General Assembly that he had
administeretl as well the oath of allegiance and declaration of

faith as the oath of office to his Excellency Caesar Rodney, Esq.,

President of the Delaware State, in pursuance of certain resolu-

tions of the General Assembly of this day.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Friday, A. M., April 3d, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Patterson, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-
ing at the door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the fol-

lowing resolutions of that House, to wit

:

“In Assembly, Thursday, April 2d, 1778.

“Whereas the late Judge of the Admiralty is appointed
“ President of this State, whereby the former office is become •

“vacant; therefore '

'^Resolved, That the jilace of Judge of the Admiralty be^im-
“ mediately supjjlied by the nomination and appointment of the
‘

‘ General Assembly.

Ordered, That Mr. Patterson wait on the Council with the
“ foregoing resolution for their concurrence, and inform them.*

“that, if assented to, the Assembly will meet the Council to-

“ morrow morning at 10 o’clock, to put in nomination such

“persons who may be voted for as Judge of the Admiralty at

“a subsequent meeting of both Houses, agreeable to the mode
“ heretofore adopted and used.”

Which, by order, was read and concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes wait on the House of Assembly
with the foregoing resolution, and inform them that the Council

are ready to receive them in the Council Room and proceed in

the nomination aforesaid.

Mr.. Clowes, being returned, reported the delivery of the same
according to order.

The Doorkeeper informed the Chair that the House of Assem-
bly attended at the door and desired to be admitted, and they

were admitted.

The Council and Assembly being met in the Council Room
to put in nomination persons to be voted for as Judge of the
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Admiralty of this State, agreeable to the order of the day, on
motion,

Resolved^ That a committee of five be appointed to wait on
his Excellency, the President, and inform him that the General
Assembly are now sitting for the purpose of putting in nomina-
tion persons to be voted for as Judge of the Admiralty, and
know whether his Excellency would choose to attend that nomi-
nation.

Messrs. Jones, Hyatt, Craghead, Peery, and Hall are appointed
for this purpose

;
who, being returned, reported that his Excel-

lency said he would wait on the General Assembly immediately.
\

The President attended in the General Assembly.
j

Then the members proceeded to put in nomination divers^ per-

sons, whose names were taken down for the consideration of the

members of both Houses. •

\

On motion, agreed that the General Assembly now separate
j

and meet at 3 o’clock this afternoon for the purpose of balloting

for a Judge of the Admiralty out of the persons put in nomina-
tion in the morning.

Mr. Bailing, a member of the Council, delivered to the Chair ^

a message from the President to the Legislative Council, which
follows in these words, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen of the Legislative Council

:

“Complaint is just now made to me, as Commander-in-Chief
“of this State, by Thomas White, Esquire, who says a Conti-
“ nental officer, in virtue of an order or resolution of Congress,

“has taken him into custody, and, as he believes, with a design
“ to carry him out of the State. He says, further, that he is

“ready and willing to answer to any charge alleged against
“ him, but thinks he ought to be charged within the State, &c.

“As the General Assembly is now sitting, I have thought
“proper to lay this complaint before the honorable the Council

“for their direction. I have also made the House of Assembly
“acquainted with it.

“Ci^:SAR RODNEY.
“April 3d, 1778.’’
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Which, by order, was read.

The Council, taking the said message into consideration.

Resolved, That the same be referred to a committee of both
Houses, who may report severally thereon

;
and that the House

of Assembly be requested to appoint a committee of their House
to confer with a committee of Council on the subject matter of

the said message this afternoon.

Resolved, That the President be informed of the foregoing

resolution, and that it is the opinion of the Council that he issue

his orders to the officer or officers in whose custody Mr. White
is, that he or they do not remove him from the Town of Dover
until the President shall give further order therein.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning wait on the House of Assembly, and
also on the President, with a copy of the foregoing resolutions.

Mr. Baning, being returned, reported that he had delivered the

same according to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt wait on the House of Assembly and
inform them that the Council are sitting and are ready to receive

the Assembly, when they shall think fit, in order to proceed in

the ballot for a j udge of the Admiralty.

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported that he had so done ac-

cording to order.

Mr. Hall, a member from the House of Assembly, attending

at the door, was admitted and returned to the Chair the resolu-
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tion of this day respecting the appointment of a committee of
both Houses on the subject matter of the President’s message,
concurred in by the Assembly, who appoint, on the part of that
House, Messrs. Craghead, Patterson, and Molleston.

And therefore Messrs. Jones and Vandyke are appointed con-
ferees on the part of the Council, to meet this afternoon.

Mr. Conwell is ordered to inform the House of Assembly of

the foregoing appointment
;
who, being returned, reported that

he had so done according to order.

The Doorkeeper informed the Chair that the House of Assem-
bly attended at the door and desired to be admitted, and they
were admitted.

\

The Council and Assembly being met in the Council Room,

On motion,

Resolved^ That a committee of five be appointed to wait on his

Excellency the President and inform him that the two Houses of

Assembly are now sitting for the purpose of balloting for a Judge
of the Admiralty and request his attendance.

Messrs. Clowes, Conwell, Lewis, Kollock, and Molleston are

appointed for this purpose
;
who, being returned, reported that

the President said that he would attend immediately.

The President attended in the General Assembly, and the bal-

lot being taken down, it appeared that Thomas Rodney, Esquire,

was unanimously elected Judge of the Admiralty of this State.

Ordered, That a certificate of the election and appointment of

Thomas Rodney, Esquire, to the office of Judge of the Admir-
alty, be made out and delivered to his Excellency the President,

that Mr. Rodney may be commissioned accordingly.

Agreed that the two Houses now separate.

The committee to whom were referred the Militia accounts of

Sussex County and the report of the committee for said accounts,

now delivered their report at the table, which, by order, was read

the first time.
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By special order the same was read a second time and ordered
to lie over for further consideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., April 4th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The committee of Council appointed to confer with a commit-
tee of the House of Assembly on the subject matter of the Pre-

sident’s message of yesterday, now delivered their report at the

table, which, by order, was read and ordered to lie over for con-
sideration until the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met, and, taking into consideration the report of

the conferees on the subject matter of the President’s message
of yesterday, thereupon

Resolved, That if any person guilty of or charged with treason,

felony, or other high misdemeanor, in any State, shall flee from
justice and be found within this State, he ought, upon demand
of the Governor or Executive power of the State from which
such person flees to the President or Executive power of this

State, containing the charge, to be delivered up and removed to

the State having jurisdiction of the offence.
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Resolved, That no inhabitant of this State ought to be taken
out of the same to answer to a cliarge of a fact committed within

this State
;
that in every such case the trial ought to be by a jury

of the vicinage where the same arose, and under the laws of the

State.

Resolved, That a remonstrance be drawn up by the General
Assembly, and transmitted by his Excellency the President, with

the said Thomas White, to General Smallwood, claiming the said

Thomas White as an inhabitant of this State, and that he be re-

manded by General Smallwood to the Executive power of this

State, together with the charge against him, in order that the

same may be heard, tried, and determined on under the laws

of this State.

Resolved, That if General Smallwood, in obedience to i^ny

order of Congress, should send the said Thomas White thither,

that the said remonstrance be sent with him
;
and that Copgress

be requested to remand the said Thomas White to the Executive
power of this State, together with his offence, in order that the

same may be heard, tried and determined on in this State, *if the

fact he is charged with arose therein.
<

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the Hoitse

of Assembly for their concurrence.

Mr. Hyatt is appointed to deliver the foregoing resolutions to

the House of Assembly; who, being returned, reported the de-

livery thereof according to order.

Mr. Clowes having applied for leave of absence till Monday
next, the same is granted to him.

Mr. Craghead, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending, was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill against

desertion, signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly.

Ordered, Tliat the said bill be signed by the Speaker of the

Council.

Which was accordingly done.

On motion.

Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix the

Great Seal of this State to the bill entitled “An act against deser-

28
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2I8 MINUTES OF THE CXIUNCIL OF

tion and harbouring deserters, or dealing with them in certain
cases.”

Mr. Conwell is appointed to deliver the foregoing resolution to

the House of Assembly
;
who, being returned^ reported the de-

livery thereof according to order.

Mr. Lewis, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,
was admitted and returned to the Chair the said resolution with
the concurrence of the House of Assembly thereto.

Adjourned till Monday morning, lo o’clock.

Monday, A. M., April 6th, 1778.*

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday, ,

except Messrs. Collins and Vandyke.

Mr. Patterson, a member from the Hou.se of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following resolu-

tion of that House, viz :

“In Assembly, P. M., April 4th, 1778.

“The House, taking into consideration a mes.sage from his
“ Excellency the President of this State relative to the arrest of

“Thomas White, Esquire, by a Continental officer, said to be in

“ pursuance of a resolve of the honorable Continental Congress,

''Resolved, That this House have full confidence in the wisdom
“and justice of Congress that they will not infringe the rights and
“ privileges of this State, and therefore that they will not try the

“said Thomas White for any crimes which our laws have cogni-
‘

‘ zance of.
”

Which, by order, was read and ordered to lie on the table.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

. The Council met and resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee to whom the report of the committee for Militia

accounts of Sussex County was referred, and thereupon agreed
that the following alteration and amendment be made in the

allowance to Lieutenant Colonel Conwell, to wit

:

Deduct from ^50 ; 7 : 6 (the amount of his account), the sum
of : 10 : o, being an overcharge for pay.

j

I

Ordej'ed, That Mr. Clowes wait on the House of Assembly
!

with the Militia accounts for Sussex County, and the foreg6ing !

amendment, for their consideration and concurrence.
^

j

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
;

Tuesday, A. M., April 7th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Clowes now reported the delivery of the Militia accounts

and the foregoing amendment, according to the order of yester-

day.

The Council resumed the consideration of the bill for the fur-

ther security of the Governmentj and after some time spent

therein the same was ordered to lie over for further considera-

tion.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.



cr..

Vtl'

8\\1 3ta’. Vj-a, (:>{(( jin

;//f’
*; 'i/i

* * V^V'

-fc'T ,'rCi »<ji< 5oB

-tffi )o fiC fvjtnu .'^'t (-‘:n li;>mit::!>0 f>rl T

tJth lo ruWpx fvdl nxvrriv/ o1 jojfmiiooo ^i>riJHo

fJviqjj-T* >'•. i'* > PXiv; V' eJatHrrui

‘jfb iv jLifiini Ixrth DOitiUijii* >f'tol '.Mlt Judi

f ,y ; }Jw oi Ji‘.'';jv <;oO '>} a^nJivKinjj

^d’l ,(jnnc'>a<t i'i(i io 9-<l]) «> * r ; ^>.V5s
^->ixh*iQ

yxi'^ nr. y^fhod ,o : Oi
. xU >0

.xM Jxul l ^Vwj'V^V)'

*^d5 f>a#j ,y1atio3, 7ol <trJarjooaii jdi dilv/

# -

,-'fooh*o OI ,5^fjlmotti w/»rii>frf--ol !fli baxniJojbA' '.

,
:jm

,.d?r (i-i-:|A ,,M .A

jm'-.jffj, .'".'It iU y}in nr>m»o'' 'vf'T

b;>rs.^ wi/.i .irtVi

)o T'tivjo f>d, o:t ^a/Li«X3D.. ,tn^rm>f»y{iTr: Tijiii' '^sj um sdl tjac

.y«h

tjd ^4i ^-pi Uki ?>dl 1'..' noiJ*n»f>.fgiidp >/l? h^miiaor trjumo'J
^

tti:5UtJ ^ifjts jcrxLU -uihi ^ .
jn '-jfmvjv €iD ^

-fsinmiSfioo of Irjyyifio iftiVJ c->fiTjux 9{f'j ftiwcil
• •. /

' .aoh



220 MINUTICS OF THE COUNCIL OF

Wednesday, April 8th, 1778.

The Council met, but a quorum of the members not attending,
the Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

\

Thursday, A. M., April 9th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members.

The Council again resumed the consideration of the bill for the

further security of the Government, and several amendments be-

ing proposed and agreed to,

Ordered, That the .same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly for their concurrence.

Mr. Clowes is ordered to deliver the said bill and amendments
to the House of Assembly

;
who, being returned, reported that

he had delivered the same according to order.

The committee to whom the bill for regulating and limiting the

prices of sundry articles of produce, ^c., was recommitted, now
delivered a bill at the table, which, by order, was read the first

time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The committee of Council appointed to confer with a commit-
tee of the House of Assembly on a resolve of Congress of the

22d November last respecting the opening of subscriptions for a

loan of money, to be invested in Continental Loan-Ofhce Certifi-

cates, informed the Chair that the conferees on the part of the

Assembly had not yet met them, and prayed a longer time.

Mr. Clowes, one of the committee appointed to take into con-

sideration a resolve of Congress of the 3d of September last res-

pecting the importing or otherwise procuring a supply of anns,

tents, &c.
,
informed the Chair that the committee were not mlly

satisfied with tlie inquiries they had made into this business since

their appointment, and therefore prayed a longer time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Friday, A. M., April loth, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

A member iVom the House of Assembly, attending, was admit-

ted and delivered to the Chair the following resolutions of that

House, viz ;

“In the House of Assembly,

’‘Thursday, P. M., April 9th, 1778.

“Whereas the honorable the Continental Congress, on the
“ 22d day of November last, among other things did resolve as

“ follows, viz :

“ 'And whereas the obstruction of the course of justice in any •
!

“State may not only prove injurious to its citizens, but also to (

“the circulation and credit of the currency of such State, and of

“the United States,



.8vV.» •tviAV/A.i:‘'a
#

iti

,M .'1 ,^iG

,1-jc? fi-jjjficO dflT

o; h‘->.i<w>Cj(f:r I' nnio' ) lo -jH'r

iiih u-) lo 'k> u> stji

£ lOl anoi.iv|n'jiv<('h.i:8 Vj :nU i^hi .'•Ki;*fi:*voK'

tvjiAO-riiioJ ni b'Xt^‘jvfii j'J u( 'io m:ot
nth lo (TO orb jf,C5ff3 'HATiO orb born-jolffi ,hoj/5'.)

o/ni: iQ^ucH t; l»nA jaoiif Inn i:t\( j.ki b;;H vk{ff!0«;cA

W -vi/f, o>bii o.-j bo.Tmoqt'ft o'jitfmA-MyoAf./ii io oao .'.iwoO ,;iM
*tfOi lirfji 'lOdi./'.tjqoH >3 bf;, od) lo lo i, fiDf.tfi’!obie

to f; )OTq o<(!.v^'io/l.to lu (jn<j'ioqf;)i o.lj ^'Thooq
„o/i o-j.ow 3031irnai'./> .oil .ti'l; lowf'.' yrli l>t>«rnrl/’i ,.o9j /Jirol

/^i>b;t)XS3V .fi.o Bxi ooo.g jdt tnosoi'I lr;trr IhrmcO oii'f

liiiibf; ai?7/ 3d'IcfmaA A') oaooH (.noil 'iodnit*>r» A ,,

icti) io aTi«di/Jo5?oi i'tni / orb -rfio'D -jii) uj hnrr^l*nh hftiti l.yni

•^*>-'?’r,rron HilT kI.'’

,rliQ fiiqA , iM /'!

>#h «o (aa^i^TjjAfO lfi3m?ntino':3 ndi nkiu’ujiiotf ndi f Af/MawW'*
iti ^vloaai )'ib ’i(i;{!> bs't

(Hi ,u noaaai lo^a^.ikn jill io mttr.Ln ir.do t>Tb \ml /

....-w V. .H* . .F .11 .fv ii,»rv#
. ,r,jj|-.7|

o'xrif' Biiiauiucl oixu b;j(f vy.it riyi’jiupnr orli ?.

.;,
.Ojftiij . Tyg.'iol bxif; ,#i{‘wfijntoqqj6

.3i3o{t; \> Oi ,>^aiinoro vii/o rK>:ii- oHiO bofniJOibA

fnqA ,,M A .Y.Kmy.'i

. yIv ,:yiUO.H

: xh ^^\wo^loi
' *

j o'di; ,^ai>s:i3b eri o) >ooijjijf)r :3 vo‘k] vUo Joii yr.Oi xirJct''
fi biirj ,ojr/)B fi'ji??: io '{voy Tirri. orli io jroy io bitm nnil<i(ii'r»ri 3ih “



222 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

“ 'Resolved therefore. That it be recommended to the several

“States forthwith to take effectual care that justice be duly ad*
“ ministered within their respective jurisdictions, as well for the

“recovery of debts as for the punishment of crimes and misde-
“meanors.’

“And this House, taking the said recommendation into con-
“sideration, after some time spent thereon, came to the following
‘

‘ resolutions ;

“ I. That nothing so effectually tends to the preservation and
“happiness of a State, and the peace and advantage of the in-

“ inhabitants, as the impartial administration of justice and due
“execution of the laws, which blessing can only be obtained or
“ enjoyed by a wise and judicious appointment of persons to fill

“ the several Courts of judicature in the same. \

“ 2. That it appears to this House that the late appointment
“of Judges and justices for some of said Courts hath not pro-
“ duced the said salutary effects, inasmuch as the place of resi-

“ deuce of some is by no means calculated for the most ejisy

“ and convenient administration of justice
;
others of them, so

^

“appointed, have neglected to accept of the places to which*
“they were appointed, and, being unfriendly to the freedom and
“ independence of the United States, and the Government of this

“State in particular, have fled to the open enemies thereof; and
“many of them that did accept have neglected to enforce the

“laws of the State, to punish treason and traitorous practices, to

“preserve the peace, to punish harbourers of deserters, to pre-
“ vent discriminating between Continental Currency and the Bills

“of Credit emitted under the authority of the King of Great
“Britain, and too generally neglected to attend the Courts of

“Justice, thereby causing much confusion and dissatisfaction

“among the inhabitants of this Government
;
and some of them

“ have been convicted of a breach of the penal laws of the State,
“ thereby rendering themselves unworthy of so important a trust.

‘

‘ 3. That the appointment of two of the Judges of the Supreme
“Court of this State who inhabit any one county thereof is in-

“ convenient, and tends to discourage persons who think them-
“ selves aggrieved by the determinations of inferior judicatures
‘

‘ from seeking redress.

“4. That it is the opinion of this House that the resignation
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“ of William Killen and John Cook, Esquires, of their commis-
“sions of Justices of the said Supreme Court (as they both reside

“in the same county), is the only legal way whereby the Legis-
“ lature of this State may be enablecl to remedy the inconveni-

“ence mentioned in the last resolution, by the appointment of

“one person residing in each county to be Justices of the said

“Court.

“5. That tlie Clerk of this House forthwith send copies of the

“two last resolutions to William Killen and John Cook, Esq’rs.

“6. That the General Assembly address the President of this

“State, desiring him to displace such of the present Judges and
“Justices of this State as he shall have good reason to believe
“ have been guilty of any of the misdemeanors above recited.”

Which resolutions were, by order, read.
^

The Council now resumed the consideration of the bill for

regulating and limiting the prices of sundry articles of produce,
&c.

,
and after some time spent therein, ordered to lie over for

further consideration.

Mr. Craghead, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-

ing at the door, was admitted and returned to the Chair the Milftia

accounts of this State and the six amendments proposed thereto

by the Council, three of which that House acceded to, and the

remaining three they disagreed to, and the Council thereupon
receded therefrom.

The House of Assembly also proposed the following addition

to be made to the general account of the Militia of Kent County,
to wit

:

[46. William Hudson, per account, ^5 : 10 : i.]

To which the Council agreed.

The committee appointed to take into consideration a resolve

of Congress of the 3d of September last respecting the importing

or otherwise procuring a supply of arms, tents, &c.
,
now delivered

their report at the table, which, by order, was read the first time.

Mr. Hall, a member from the House of Assembly, attending at

the door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following

message from the Assembly to the Council, viz :
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‘
‘ Gentlejyien

:

“The House of Assembly have taken into consideration the

“amendments proposed by your honorable House to the bill en-
“ titled ‘An act for the further security of the Government,’ and-

“are sorry to say they cannot accede to divers of the same
“amendments, and therefore propose to your honorable House,
“ as the most ex[)editious way of determining- this business, the

“appointment of committees of both Houses to confer on the sub-
“ ject matter of the said amendments, who may report thereon.”

Which, by order, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time, and, on
motion.

Resolved, That an answer to the said message be drawn up.

Which was accordingly, done at the table, and is as follov\{3,

to vvit

:

Gentlemen :

The Council have considered your message of this day relative

to the amendments proposed by the Council to the bill entitled

“An act for the further security of the Government,” and cannot
concur in your proposition of committees of conference at this

stage of the business, as we apprehend the more regular and ex-

peditious mode would be for your honorable House to have sent

the bill back to the Council with your accession to such of said

amendments as y<.)ur House concur in, and the reasons which in-

duced you to reject the others. Those, perhaps, might induce

the Council to recetle from the amendments which you reject. If

not, then a conference might be regularly brought about.

Which, by order, was read and approved of.

Ordered, That tlie same be signed by the Speaker of the

Council.

Which was done accordingly.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes wait on the House of Assembly
with the said answer.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.
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Saturday, April nth, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Clowes reported that he had delivered to the House of

Assembly the answer from the Council to the message of the
Assembly agreeable to .the order of yesterday.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly respecting the ad-

ministration oi Justice, judges, and Justices were, by order, read
the second time, and thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take the

said resolutions into consideration and report thereon.

On motion, Messrs. Vandyke, Jones, and Collins are appointed
a committee for this purpose.

The report of the committee appointed to take into coilsidera-

tion the resolve of Congress of the 3d of September last, respect-

ing the importing or otherwise procuring a supply of arms^ tents,

&c., was now, by order, read the second time, and, after some
consideration had thereon, that part of the report which related

to the fitting out vessels for the importing of arms, &c., was His-

,

approved of and the other parts were referred to the same com-
mittee, to draw up a set of resolutions, founded thereon, to be
adopted by the Council, and make report in the afternoon.

On motion of Mr. Hyatt for leave of absence till Tuesday next,

the same is granted to him.

On motion of Mr. Conwell for leave of absence till Monday
next, the same is granted to him.

Ordered, That the Militia accounts of this State, together with

the papers and vouchers, be returned to the House of Assembly
in order to be signed by the Speaker of that House, and that it

be recommended to that House to provide for the payment and
discharge of said accounts.

As
^ ,

ned, reported that he had delivered

the same according to order.

Adjourned till Monday morning at 10 o’clock.

deliver the same to the House of

29
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Monday, April 13th, 1778.

The Council met, but a sufficient number of members to form
a House not attending, the Council adjourned till to-morrow
morning, 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, April 14th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members except Messrs.

Hyatt, Conwell, and Clowes. .

A member from the House of Assembly, attending, was admit-

ted and delivered to the Chair ‘ ‘An act for establishing a Militia

within this State,” which, by order, was read the first time.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the bill for the

further security of the Government, and the amendments pro-

posed thereto by the Council, some of which the House of

Assembly had acceded to, and disagreed to the others
;

with

an answer from the House of Assembly to a message from the

Council, assigning their reasons for disagreeing to the same,
which follows in these words, viz ;

‘
‘ Geyitkmen

:

“When we proposed to your honorable House the appoint-
” ment of a committee of conference on the subject matter of the
‘

‘ amendments proposed by you to the bill for the further security
‘

‘ of the Government, we had in view the dispatch of business

“only
;
but as you were not pleased to agree with our proposed

” conference, we now send you the said bill, with our reasons for

” not acceding to such of your amendments as have been rejected
” by this House.

“Your proposed amendment for leaving out the word [May],
“ in the 13th line of the first page, and inserting instead thereof the
“ word [July], we cannot agree to, because we think it is now time
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“for every inhabitant of this State to determine within himself
“ whether he will be for or against it. But as the first of May is

“too short a time to carry the law into execution, we now pro-
“ pose an amendment to the amendment prmDOsed by your hon-
“orable House, by leaving out the word [July] ana inserting

“instead thereof the word [June].

“Your 6th proposed amendment,- for leaving out the word
“[defend], this House cannot accede to, because we think every
“person who receives protection from the laws of this State
“ ought to render his service in defence thereof.

“Your 7th amendment, for leaving out the words [and the

“Constitution thereof as now established], we cannot agree to,

“because the Constitution of this State hath pointed out a way
“ by which the same may be altered. \

“Your 27th amendment, for leaving out the whole of tlje 6th

“enacting clause after the word [juryman] and inserting instead

“thereof [and under the aforesaid disabilities shall remain, &c.,]
“this House have not acceded to, because they are of opinion a

“line of discrimination ought to be drawn between those who
“ now acknowledge their allegiance to this State and the Govei;h-

“ment thereof and those who refuse or neglect to do the same
;

“ and every inhabitant of this State who shall neglect or refuse to

“acknowledge his allegiance thereto, in the time limited by the

“laws thereof, will not be entitled to the immunities and protec-

“tions of the same so long as he shall neglect giving testimony
“ of his attachment and fidelity to the Constitution of this State,

“and ought not to be permitted to enjoy the privileges derived
“ from its laws, until he give satisfaction that he hath not injured

“the freedom thereof.

“Your 32d amendment, proposing the leaving out of the

“whole of the loth enacting clause and instead thereof inserting
“ be it enacted by the authority aforesaid^ That the Justices

“of the several Counties, &c.,] this House cannot agree to, for

“the same reason by them given for not acceding to the 27th

“amendment.

“The other amendments proposed by your honorable House
“are acceded to by the House of Assembly.”

Which, by order, was read the first time.
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The committee appointed to draw up a set of resolutions,

founded on the report of the committee appointed to take into

consideration a resolve of Congress of the 3d of September last,

respecting the importing or otherwise procuring a supply of

arms, &c., now delivered a set of resolutions at the table, which,

by order, were read and approved of, and are as follows, viz ;

Resolved, That the President be empowered to procure, on
loan or purchase, for and in behalf of this State, any number of

arms and (juantity of ammunition that he may think necessary

for the defence of the State the ensuing campaign.

Resolved also, That the President be requested to apply to

the commanding officer of the Delaware Battalion for leave to

detain under his enlistment a certain John Watkins, by trade an
armourer (a soldier in said battalion), for the purpose of repair^

ing the arms in the hands of the Militia, and also those belonging
to the State.

Resolved also. That the President be requested to appoint one
or more persons whose business shall be to enter into a contract

with the said John Watkins for his labor and the use of his tools,

at any sum not exceeding per month and a soldier’s Conti-
nental ration per day, and to provide a shop in or near the Town
of Dover for the said Watkins to work in, and to superintend

him in the said business.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., April 15th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members.

The answer from the Assembly to the message from the

Council, setting forth their reasons for disagreeing to some of

the amendments to the bill for the further security of the Gov-
ernment, was now read a second time, and the Council proceed-

ed to the consideration of the amendments disagreed to by the

House of Assembly severally, and, u[)on the (juestion.
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The Council receded from the 3d amendment and agreed to

the month of June being inserted instead of the month of July.

As to the 6th, 7th and 27th amendments, the Council adhered
to the same.

As to the 32d amendment, the Council adhered to the first and
last part thereof, but receded from the clause requiring the mem-
bers of Assembly and officers, &c., to take the oath, &c., within

one month, tS:c.

As to the 33d amendment, the Council adhered to the same,
!

with the alteration of the month of July for June, to make the

same correspond with the first clause in the bill.

And thereupon Messrs. Collins and Vandyke were appointed '

a committee to draw up a message to the Assembly containing !

reasons for adhering to the amendments as aforesaid.

The committee to whom the resolutions of the House of As-
'j

sernbly of the 9th instant, respecting the administration of justice,

&c., were referred, now delivered their report at the table, which,

by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. • '

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion, the bill for establishing a Militia within this State

was, by order, read the second time and ordered to lie over for

further consideration.

On motion, the bill for regulating and limiting the prices of

sundry articles of produce, &c., was now read by paragraphs,

and, after some consideration had thereon, was orderea to lie

over till to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, A. M., April i6th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion made that the Council now proceed on the regulat-

ing bill, partially gone through on the last evening, and the ques-

tion being put, the House are equally divided, and the Speaker
decided in favor of the question, and, on motion of Mr. Clowes,

that the yeas and nays be entered on the question, they are as

follows, viz :

For the affirmative—Thomas Collins, John Baning, Richard
Bassett, Nicholas Vandyke. ^

For the yiegative—^John Clowes, William Conwell, Peter Hyatt,

John Jones.

And the Council accordingly proceeded on the said bill, artd

after divers amendments proposed and agreed to, the same passed
the Council, and was ordered to be transcribed and sent to the

House of Assembly for their concurrence.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt deliver the said bill and amend-
ments, and also the resolutions of the Council of the 14th instant

respecting the procuring a supply of arms and ammunition and
engaging an armourer for the use of the State, to the House of

Assembly.

Mr. Armstrong, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending at the door, was admitted and delivered to the Chair a

bill entitled “An act to enable Charles Pope, of the County of

Kent, his heirs, executors or administrators, to erect a bridge

over Duck Creek and also two several petitions, the one by
the said Charles Pope, praying for leave of the General Assembly
to erect a bridge over Duck Creek, the other, signed by sundry
inhabitants of Duck Creek, praying that the same may not be

granted, to the destruction or damage of a public wharf and
landing place there.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met, and resumed the consideration of the reso-

lutions of the House of Assembly respecting the. administration

of justice, &c., and the report thereon, and, after some amend-
ments made, the same was postponed till to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Friday, A. M., April 17th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The Council proceeded in the consideration of the resolutions

respecting the administration of justice, and agreed to further

amendments.

Ordered, That Messrs. Vandyke and Jones be a committee to

draw up a message to the House of Assembly stating the reasons

for these amendments.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Hyatt now reported the delivery of the papers given to

him in charge to the House of Assembly according to the order
of yesterday.

The committee appointed to draw up a message to the House
of Assembly, stating the reasons of the Council for adhering to

their amendments to the bill for the further security of the Gov-
ernment, disagreed to by the House of Assembly, now brought
one in, which, being read and agreed to, is as follows, viz :

<

Gentlemen

:

•

The Council, taking into consideration as well those amend-
ments which they had proposed to the bill for the further security

of the Government, and disagreed to by your honorable House,
as the amendments proposed by your House to our third amend-

,

merit, do recede from their 3d amendment and agree to irisert the

word [June] instead of the word [May], as in the bill.

As to their 6th amendment, they adhere to the same, for that

the word [defend] may be construed by some to extend to bear-

ing arms
;
and although it is very just that whoever has protec-

tion under a government is liound to defend the same, yet that

defence is not to be required but agreeable to law founded on the

principles of the Constitution. It is well known that some inhabi-

tants of this State are conscientiously scrupulous to bear arms
in any case, and under the loth article of the Bill of Rights are

not to be compelled to yield personal service if they will pay an
equivalent for the same.

As to their 7th amendment, they adhere to the same, for as

much as the greater part of the articles of the Constitution are

subject to an alteration by an express provision in the 30th article

thereof, and no person should be compelled to support it as now
established.

As to their 27th amendment, they adhere to the same, for that
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the words following the word [juryman], in that clause of the
bill, are too general and uncertain

;
and as it is not the inten-

tion of the House of Assembly, appearing from the 9th clause

of the bill, to prevent those who do not take the test by the
time limited therein when the disabilities are to take place from
taking it any time after, the Council cannot forsee any advantage
which can arise to the State by obliging such persons to produce .

vouchers.

As to the 32d amendment, the Council adhere to that part of
j

it which proposes the leaving out of the bill the 9th enacting
|

clause, the same being provided for in their 27th amendment, 1

adhered to as aforesaid
;
and they also adhere to the latter clause,

|

as proposed therein, which provides for persons under age at the

time limited in the bill for taking the test to take the same within
'

three months after, except as to the word [July], in the 3d line
i

of the clause, instead of which insert the word [June], to make
j

the same correspond with the first clause in the bill ,• but the ;

Council recede from that part of the said amendment which di- '

rects members of Assembly and officers to take the oath. See.,

within one month after publication, &c., rendered unnecessary
by adopting the word [June] in the third amendment.

As to the 33d amendment, the Council adhere thereto, with '

the alteration of the word [July], in the 5th line of the clause,

to the word [June], for that it is a necessary provision in con-

sequence of the 27th amendment adhered to, and for that the

clause which it is to supply is inaccurate and defective.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and signed by the

Speaker, which being done.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell deliver the said message and bill,

with the list of amendments, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Clayton, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair a message from the

President to the House of Assembly, founded on a letter which
he had received from Governor Johnson, of Maryland, request-

ing that some of the Militia of this State might join and act with

the several companies ordered by the State of Maryland for the

purpose of covering the Continental stores purchased in these

two States in their removal to the magazines, together with Gov-
ernor Johnson’s letter, which, by order, were read.

30
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The same member also delivered the following resolution of
the House of Assembly, founded on the President’s message and
Governor Johnson’s letter, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Thursday, P. M., April i6th, 1778.

'^Resolved, That upon consideration of the present circum-
“ stances of the State, this House cannot expediently concur in

“the above mentioned message of his Excellency the President,

“and that Mr. Clayton wait on the Council and lay before them
“ the said message and the letter therein referred to.”

Which, by order, vvas read the first time.

The committee of the Council appointed to confer with a com-
mittee of the House of Assembly on a resolve of Congress of ihe
22d of November last, respecting the opening of subscriptions

for the loan of money to the United States on Continental Loan-
Office Certificates, now delivered their report at the table, which,

by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., April i8th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Conwell reported that he had delivered to the House of

Assembly the message and bill, with its amendments, according

to the order of yesterday.

The resolution of the House of Assembly, founded on the

President’s message and Governor Johnson’s letter, was read a

second time, and the following alteration or amendment was pro-

posed and agreed to, viz :

Resolved^ That it be recommended to the President to afford

such aid from the Militia of this State, to act in conjunction with
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those of the State of Maryland, in covering the Continental stores
purchased in this State and on the Eastern Shore of Maryland in

their removal to the magazines, as he shall think may be spared
from the State, having regard to the protection of the inhabitants
and their property on the shore of the Delaware, and the rein-

forcing of General Smallwood, agreeable to his prior requisition.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return the resolution aforesaid,

with the amendment aforesaid, for concurrence.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

\

Eodem Die, P. SI.

Mr. Peery, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the bill for the further

security of the Government, with the amendments of the Council
thereto.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the following

answer from the House of Assembly to a message from the
Council, to wit

:

'' Ge7itlemen

:

“The House of Assembly have taken into their considera-
“ tion your message of yesterday containing the reasons of your
“honorable House for adhering to divers amendments by you
“proposed to the bill for the further security of the Government,
“ and cannot accede to any of the amendments therein mention-
“ ed to be adhered to by the Council, and therefore propose to
‘

‘ your House the appointment of committees of both Houses to

“confer on the subject matter of the said amendments, to meet
“at 3 o’clock this afternoon, who may report thereon.’’

Which, by order, was read, and the Council thereupon acceded
to the proposition of the House of Assembly for the appointment
of a committee of conferees on the subject matter of the amend-
ments proposed by the Council to the bill for the further security
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of the Government, and named Messrs. Bassett and Baning on
the part of the Council.

Ordered^ That Mr. Convvell wait on the House of Assembly
with the concurrence and appointment aforesaid.

The committee appointed to draw up a messa^je to the House
of Assembly, stating* the reasons which induced the Council to

reject the 2d and 6th resolves of the House of Assembly respect-

ing* the administration of justice, &c., now delivered one at the

table, which, by order, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read a second time and ordered
to be transcribed and signed by the Speaker, and follows in these

words, to wit :

Gentlemen

:

• '

The Council have considered your resolution respecting the

administration of Justice, Judges, &c., and have rejected the

second and sixth for the following reasons, to wit :

The second, for that the same contains general charges against

the officers of the State, and the allegations therein we conceive *

ought to have been communicated to the Council, by way of

message, requesting that a mode of removal might be adopted
by the General Assembly, or a joint committee of both Houses.

The sixth, because the officers to be removed on the address

of the General Assembly ought to be named, otherwise the

President would be obliged to inquire what persons should be

removed, which would be to make him the judge, and not the

General Assembly, to whom that right properly belongs under

the Constitution ol‘ this State.

We apprehend that by the 23d article of the Constitution three

modes are pointed out by which officers may be displaced, to wit:

By impeachment before the Legislative Council
;
conviction at

common law, or on the address of the General Assembly. By
the last, the General Assembly have a power to call such persons

before them, inquire into their conduct, and, if they appear im-

proper for such offices, to supercede them by a new appointment

and address to the President to commission the persons so ap-

pointed.

The Council have proposed amendments to the third, fourth,
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and fifth resolves, which are transmitted to your House herewith;
the others they have acceded to.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the foregoing message and resolves of the House of Assem-
bly, with the amendments proposed thereto by the Council.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

Monday, A. M., April 20th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday,
j

except Messrs. Bassett, Vandyke, and Collins. •
|

i

Mr. Conwell reported that he had delivered to the House of
j

Assembly the several papers given him in charge according to

the order of Saturday.
j

On motion, the consideration of the bill for establishing a
^

Militia within this State was resumed, and after some time spent

thereon was postponed.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Hall, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and returned to the Chair the amendment proposed
by the Council to the resolve of the House of Assembly upon the

President’s message to the House of Assembly of the i6th of this

instant, founded on the requisition from Governor Johnson, con-

curred in by the House of Assembly.
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Ordered, That a certified copy of the said resolve, as now
agreed to, be delivered to the President.

The same member informed the Chair that Messrs. Patterson,

Armstrong, and Peery are appointed, on the part of the House
of Assembly, to confer with the committee of Council on the

subject matter of the amendments proposed by the Council to

the bill for the further security of the Government.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., April 21st, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Messrs. Vandyke and Collins.

The Council proceeded on the consideration of the bill for

establishing a Militia, and after some amendments proposed and «

agreed to, the remaining clauses were postponed for further con-*

sideration.

Mr. Clark, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and returned to the Chair the resolutions of the

Council of the 14th instant, respecting the procuring a supply

of arms and ammunition, &c., with several amendments pro-

posed thereto by the House of Assembly.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The committee of Council appointed to confer with the com-
mittee of the House of Assembly on the subject matter of the

amendments proposed by the Council to the bill for the further
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security of the Government, now delivered their report at the
table, which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, April 22d, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion, the consideration of the bill for establishing a Mi-
litia was resumed, and after some time spent thereon the sar|ie

was postponed.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Thursday, April 23d, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The Council |)roceeded in the consideration of the bill for es-

tablishing a Militia, and after some time spent thereon the same
was posti)oned.

Mr. Craghead, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair “Rules and articles

for the better regulating of the Militia;’’ and also certain resolu-

tions of the House of Assembly for borrowing, upon the credit

of the State, 7,500 dollars.

The same member also returned to the Chair the amendments
proposed by the Council to the resolutions of the House of As-
sembly respecting the administration ofjustice, &c., two of which
said amendments the House of Assembly had agreed to, and to

the remaining two they had disagreed
;
their reasons for disa-
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greeing to which are set forth in a message to the Council, deliv-

ered at the same time, which follows in these words, viz ;

^'Gentlemen

:

“The Assembly have considered your message of the i 8th of

“April, likewise the amendments proposed to their resolutions

“respecting the administration of justice, &c., and are of opinion
“ that the reasons given by the honorable Council are insufficient

“to induce us to accede to the first and second amendments
“ proposed

;
therefore cannot recede from our second resolution,

“ because the allegations therein mentioned we believe to be self-

“ evident and well-attested facts, known to have been committed
“by several of the Judges and Justices in some of the counties

“within this State, and therefore were alleged generally, that

“those guilty of the facts mentioned therein may be more prqp-
“ erly pointed out in an address to the President by the General
“ Assembly

;
neither has the honorable Council denied thq, facts

“therein mentioned, and if wholly rejected would make the reso-
“ lutions testify that the appointment of two Judges of the Su-
“ preme Court, who resided in one county (though gentlemen
“of character), was the only grievance or inconvenience that
“ hath been or now doth exist in the Executive Department, and
“ that justice in every other part hath been duly administered,
“ which, we believe, cannot be verified.

“The Assembly adhere to their third resolution, because no
‘

‘ reason appears to them or is assigned by the Council for alter-
‘

‘ ing the same.

‘
‘ The third and fourth amendments proposed are acceded to

“ by the Assembly.

“Should the honorable Council remain dissatisfied as to the

“propriety of our second resolution, we beg leave to propose to

“your House a committee of conference on the subject matter

“therein contained.”

Which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
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Friday, April 24th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The consideration of the bill for establishing a Militia was re-

sumed, and after some time spent thereon was postponed till to-

morrow.

Mr. Conwell having applied for a leave of absence for a few 1

days, the same is granted to him. :

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. i

,i

!

Saturday, April 25th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Conwell.

The Council now proceeded on the further consideration of the

bill for establishing a Militia, which by the order of yesterday was
postponed till to-day, and sundry amendments were proposed
and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly for concurrence

;
and that Mr. Clowes wait on the

House of Assembly with the said bill and its amendments.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock. ,
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Monday, April 27th, 1778.

The Council met, but a quorum of the members not attending,
the Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

\

Tuesday, April 28th, 1778.

The Council met, but a quorum of the members not attending,

the Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., April 29th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs.'

Hyatt and Conwell. ^ .

The amendments proposed by the House of Assembly to the

resolutions of the Council of the 14th instant, respecting the pro-

curing a supply of arms, &c., were, by order, read, and further

amendments were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly.

Mr. Clowes is appointed to deliver the same to the House of

Assembly for concurrence.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly for borrowing, upon



HO J.l >AOo , ;-!HT •.<» .-.JlTUVIi^ -j,

.f-Vti
''"“1^ ^Jhayioi'f,

. . V*,f

|.., ,s;v\:t ,aiKs uiqA .yac^suT
:.--:-i!-f" ;-j

S'

YhosSuIaw i-.'iumjai ^no mu'wiip i; iurt .wm
.
A'&j

il^J3'o o» .a»«nom vwj<M«-w Hii b^nruo.iv.s InnimO artJ

v4

'li-

AXHi ,d-.st^ ihuA ,.M .A .y AUKaviO^ v/

;hv«eiM ici'"^‘!‘
;.-.ij (I., la^ev.v!

r<. /•>! "io 3?u('' J sdJ 7j baaci f '1‘1 aja .iolMiairtfi »<n

wiioH art- ol >nai boB »^i»s«tBW art -.-mta S.'li

to i

•0 »,^uoH 0i« 14 abiw aiU lavilab o? tewioq*(ii ai
. iSto jtfuui

' /jomnu lol \(Uni:3tfeA -

«H|ti ^woTioa -TO» vl> iinaffiA 1« s;.uoH a* lo wioiiuJwftat »rtT |v



THE DELAWARE STATE, I 778. 243

the credit of the State, 7,500 dollars, were, by order, read the
first time.

j

The rules and articles for the better regulating of the Militia,

were, by order, read the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.
\

The Council met.

Mr. Conwell now appeared and took his seat in the Council.

Upon motion and order.

The report of the committee of conference to whom the. re-

solves of Congress of the 22d of November last, respecting the
opening of subscriptions for the loan of money on Continentaf
Loan-Office Certificates, were referred, was read a second time,

and thereupon

Resolved, That three persons in each County of this State be
appointed by the General Assembly for the purpose of promoting,
and taking subscriptions, specifying the names of persons willing

to lend money to the United States of America on Continental

Loan-Oftice Certificates, and the sums they respectively under-
take to furnish on such certificates, not less than 200 dollars on
any one certificate.

Resolved also, That subscription papers for the purpose afore-

said be put into the hands of the persons so appointed, of the

tenor following, to wit :

We, the subscribers, do hereby engage to pay, on demand,
into the hands of the Commissioner of the Continental Loan
Office for the Delaware State, the sum or sums of money to our
respective names annexed, for and in lieu of the said office cer-

tificates.
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A copy whereof, when subscribed by any number of persons,

shall be transmitted by the persons respectively taking the same,
at least once in four months, to the Commissioner of the Conti-

nental Loan Office of the State, and a duplicate thereof by him
forthwith sent to Congress, that they may be enabled, as far as is

practicable, to ascertain the supplies for the war which may be

raised in this State upon Loan-Office Certificates.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly for their concurrence.

Mr. Clowes is appointed to deliver the same to the House of

Assembly.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., April 30th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Hyatt.

Mr. Clowes now reported that he had delivered to the House
of Assembly the several papers given to him in charge, according

to the order of yesterday.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The rules and articles for the better regulating of the Militia

were, by order, read a second time, and sundry amendments
were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House



t
'40 .iiDi^’JOo Am

'* •

; y.a.'Hijman anoKvsq y« -'<.1 k.>5 t!c.'l2

ii
~'JifTtl.g t>(Il J‘<U>Ji-’

,J x*« .1.4.
MO,,.- .,cl2 .'..h «i

•
,oH ..b 01 tn>B 1 ,...

lo >m, jH ?* o.t )'n...;; sti) -'jvi)'.b <-. b-J,tnio.jq« «i

^ - ., ,>l-jtoI:/cvoi woiiooi-oi Hit b-»mi;*'>if>.n
^

'-' ' *«•' -

ihqA s.M .A .YACia^^ ih I

:iU ,«T^dtn^m -.ri> Ih, J‘->m IbnuoO sdT

aauoH »rf» o> b^-. ,..n!-.b bml ail m'i
to

,ailno30. ..i m .4 oi

. 1 /. d ir>i>'o £ lid D^)nTi^oii>A

.M .d ;-nCl mh<ioH

IroctwoD ^rfT '''t

ii)4:./i .«'• to 5J«‘>‘iii.u'-' *'<>’ ’ ^ <•;>! ..’ n. b.ii.
^';J^

ahisftttxOKis \ li'K •'“
<»«••>

Sh.;/oI I *>iii t'J s'vaui.T} ;ji,i 9^1 Ji.iH .VbVtS^ *1,0



THE DELAWARE STATE, I 778. 245

of Assembly for their consideration and concurrence, and that

Mr. Conwell deliver the same, with their amendments, to the

House of Assembly.

A petition, signed by divers inhabitants of Murtherkill and
Jones’ Hundreds, praying the aid of the Legislature in establish-

ing guards on the shore of the Delaware, particularly at the

mouths of Murtherkill and Jones’ creeks, was delivered at the

table, and, by order, read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

\

Friday, A. M., May ist, 1778.
j

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Hyatt.

Mr. Conwell reported that he had delivered to the House "of ,

Assembly the rules and articles for the better regulating of the
Militia, with their amendments, according to the order ot yester-

day. .

Mr. Armstrong, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending, was admitted and returned to the Chair the resolutions

of the Council respecting the procuring a supply of arms and
ammunition, <&c., with the several amendments to the same.

The same member also returned to the Chair the resolutions

of the Council respecting the opening of subscriptions for the

loan of money on Continental Loan-Office Certificates, with an
amendment thereto by the House of Assembly, which, being
severally read and agreed to, were ordered to be transcribed and
sent to the House of Assembly in order to be signed by the

Speaker of that House.

Mr. Bassett is appointed to deliver the same to the House of '

'

Assembly.
j

The message from the House of Assembly of the 23d of April,
'
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containing their reasons for disagreeing to certain amendments
of the Council to their resolutions respecting the administration
of justice, &c., was, by order, read a second time, and thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to draw up an
answer to the said message, expressing the reasons of the Council
for adhering to their amendments to the said resolutions.

On motion, Messrs. Vandyke and Jones are appointed' a comr
mittee for this purpose.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The report of the committee of Council appointed to confer^

with a committee of the House of Assembly on the subject

matter of the amendments proposed by the Council to the bill

for the further security of the Government, was, by order, read

a second time and postponed.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock. •
.

Saturday, A. M., May 2d, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Bassett re])orted that he had delivered to the House of

Assembly the several papers given to him in charge, according

to the order of yesterday.

The committee appointed to draw up an answer to the message



OTT JiO
I

I (Bn»iiif.f«infc KthTOi Ot Siam^g.Mf^ iot 'WtiJ

: •noiJRUeiniwbft y<iS wCMJuIorn ur>i!l uJ

[' aryqn^‘t?.di l»ni;; .tprmi .yjb to yp w

^ nr, aa oj b9i*vioqt|f> ^ owt, io eiinil

ibitwob »fblio ,
tea pH yi

'

. Mioimh^-i hir^ tr/U,,ql;pJa‘'n4i.bii9aiAi'ir^;^^b <al tm

ai^^i « 'Wn!oqqo ovi «:»no^ imB i>7Ub<itV .{rra<j^#V* aO
‘ ^1 fiartmrin Rii 1 lOf

M

& ;

f-
Rilll n<-^ 9^i4 ir»J

\% .'1 .T^oob^o t b^nmoibA

- \i

M .*l ,?fiCI nsaoTi
.f'

¥'

.tora ihtiiioO »rlT

i^;tr> 0* bilf»5c>riq^ ibarioD V> o»o)timffMK> oiit V> Jiocpi Ofil

b^oldija ^ih m yidra:’.^>jfcA Ho -mhn ooitrmcrioo; n dnw

i. Hid ibn.job Ofli ydfmcxjoriq aiadffih'r-irw;

^ bs&T /tobio vd /jaatTifi bvoO ortt trj ymuvJa lOibwi orf3 tol

^
.„ .bi»ncApii<xj !>«« 9«iit 4>nor)0f rs

i, ;

' .^pob'o oi v/jnam-oJ Uil boaxifop^^^

- ’ _ -0
,;M„, -

W'

f,;,

'•'''•

'•’I ' f
'AC jl.t’l

.8yri ,b& yr»M ],K .A VA^-r>itrTA£

.y&bVoJsiSy no kk mdrao^ o/vrjsa i»di iii9^‘9t‘T liofiuoJ odi ,'<*

lo ^ttoH 9ili Oi b9 i9vfidb burl »d b:/.noq.^i '.rM

.^nlbjo:>04i (=i: imxi i.woyj« aiiJ yM^va«A

&:it Oi lowentt nw qw or bolKkK,jqu ^olJimttro T



THE DELAWARE STATE, I 778. 247

a

m-

C'

;

from the House of Assembly of the 23d of April, now delivered
a draught of one at the table, which, by order, was read the first

time.

On motion of Mr. Jones, for leave of absence till Thursday
next, on account of his indisposition, the same is granted to him.

The petition from the inhabitants of Murtherkill and Jones’
Hundreds, praying the aid of the Legislature in establishing
guards, &c., was read a second time, and thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take the
said petition into their consideration and report some plan where-
by guards may be fixed according to the prayer of the said peti-

tioners.

On motion, Messrs. Vandyke, Collins and Clowes are appointed
a committee for this purpose.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P.- M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The Council, taking into consideration the resolutions of the

General Assembly of the 25th of February last, for completing
of the Delaware Regiment, and it appearing that the deficiency

in the number therein mentioned hath not as yet been made up,

and that the time limited in the said resolves for the premium to

the recruiting officers and the additional bounty to each soldier

enlisted expired on the first of this instant
;
therefore

Resolved, That the premium and bounty allowed to the officer

and soldier, as mentioned in the said resolves, be continued till

the first day of July next.

Resolved also, That it be recommended to the President that

he make application to General Smallwood, or such other persons

I
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as he may think proper, for a suitable number of officers belong*
ing to the same battalion to be continued on the recruiting service.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly for their concurrence.

Mr. — is appointed to deliver the same
;
who, being returned,

reported that he had delivered the same according to order.
1

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

' t

Monday, May 4th, 1778..

The Council met, but a quorum of the members not attending,

the Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., May 5th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs.

Hyatt and Jones.

Mr. Craghead, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and returned to the Chair the resolutions of the

Council respecting the procuring a supply of arms and ammuni-
tion, &c., concurred in by the House of Assembly. Also the

resolutions of the Council respecting the opening of subscriptions

for the loan of money on Continental Loan-Office Certificates,

concurred in by the House of Assemblv
;
and also the resolutions

of the Council for completing the Delaware Regiment,, with the

concurrence of the House of Assembly thereto.

The same member likewise delivered to the Chair the Militia

bill and the amendments proposed thereto by the Council
;
some
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whereof the House of Assembly have rejected, and to others they
have agreed, with an additional amendment proposed thereto by
the House of Assembly, and the following message, to wit

:

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“The House of Assembly, having considered the amend-
“ments proposed by your honorable House to the act entitled
“ ‘An act for establishing a Militia witliin this State,’ do agree to

“many of them, but cannot approve of all, the House still being
“of opinion that it is necessary to have two sub-lieutenants as

“well as one lieutenant in each county to carry into due execu-
“tion the Militia law, have therefore rejected the ist, 2d, 3d, 4th,
“ I2th, 17th, 27th, 40th, 45th, and 46th amendments, because,

“by admitting them, the advantages expected from those officers
“ would be lost to the Militia.

^

“The House have disagreed to the 37th amendment, because
“they do not perceive any advantage from the variation of ex-
“ pression therein proposed by your honorable House. The 71st

“amendment is rejected, as being merely consequent to the 37th.

“The House agree, in part, with the Council in the 47th
“amendment, and propose, as an amendment to it, to leave oul;

“the particle [a], before the word [colonel], and adding the

“letter [s] to the end of the word [colonel]. That part of the

“proposed amendment for leaving out all the words following the

“word [regiments], in the fifth line of the 15th enacting clause,

“the House cannot agree to, as depending on the first amend-
“ ment pro})Osed by Council and rejected by the Assembly.

“The House have disagreed to the 6ist amendment, because
“they are of opinion that the fine, as it stands in the bill, does
“not, by any means, exceed the offence that a commissioned
“officer would be guilty of in neglecting to attend his duty on
“alarms. The same reason influenced the House in rejecting
“ the 62d amendment.

“The House, apprehending that the 21st section of the bill

“has already provided for the government of the Militia of this

“State, at all times and places, as well within as without the

“State, by such articles of war only as may be established by the
“ General As.sembly, and also apprehending that the honorable

“Continental Congress have fully provided, in their articles of

32
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“of war, that the Militia of the respective States should always,

“when called into Continental service, be governed by the ar-
“ tides and regulations of their own States only where such arti-

“ cles and regulations were made by the Legislature, and have
“therefore rejected the 73d amendment as unnecessary.

“The 8ist amendment the House of Assembly cannot accede

“to, because they conceive that sufficient provision is made for

“preventing, any imposition and injustice in 14th section, 15th
‘

‘ page. They further conceive that if the amendment proposed
“was agreed to, such delays might and would happen in the
‘

‘ courts of law as would defeat the intention of the act.

“The House have rejected the 82d amendment, because they

“are of opinion that nothing in the act will, in any measure,

“invalidate the act entitled ‘An act for the more speedily com-^
‘

‘ pleting the quota of troops to be raised in this State for the
“ Continental army.’ ,

“Besides the amendment proposed to the 47th amendment,
“made by your honorable House, the Assembly have m^de
“some small amendments to the bill, and also some amendments
“to several of the amendments made by the Council, which are

“sent up to your honorable House for consideration.”

Which, by order, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read a second time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Derrickson, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the rules and

articles for the better regulating of the Militia, with the amend-
ments proposed thereto by the Council, agreed to by the House



n HO.
oit

L/iwO

v. s)ii.i

.‘nn

•iJii > 1, •»J ,yiv)v8 l»:l(fjri:;iitO ovii fwllt-J " ^ ,

. r,.. ( -Mi, V-

Hi

• "/t

Vii

«oi‘*

iK-iUH 3* '1> Jl,f!5 3V1-0MU V -.=«5-->:‘

Xt'Lu >t»
“

a 'to o0iJM3.tni ailr iM2i >l-' )>U).j« kJi "»J lo

)iHiitbfi9n*K '*'* ^w -rl

Vi ^!|.*'

Miom piil’ioi J'-M, iiA- h-^ijiip'!
t Wp**'

„i >,«te M o, ««»
».;J2j*3S3-

>i>vtu 3v,mi V;;,ui:n."^-A
.

"
’

,
..., >nfi^ iU:r?fi

..jmb ma ariV'lxis, *»'><' .»’•»*'.’

s bP‘P afiw »me« «!? , >«n« !<«»«(» '««

,t,' ,‘i ,p.job .', nil hPUiPoibA
.:>nn,

.:wi,

^;v’

.

‘5^

"4'

,', ‘:^J.

M tA:i4ao3

.|!A'a fbnuoO "'-HT

S.'W-'

\( 'r'-ioH rnot^ lydiiJ^iTi r.
,('1

Ivrt 'iMiO irfli 01 bci« b-rtiimlx. .iP»bfttii

,

'^n ,- P *J rfliV, nil'iH .pit 10 '• fMPsiii.'m , j'p»ti p:il ,o k»*pHp

^ppl t 'a 'i '(d 05 P'iJ \ ' y



THE DELAWARE STATE, I 778. 25 I

of Assembly, and an additional amendment proposed by the
House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the following
notice of that House, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,
“Tuesday, A. M., May 5th, 1778.

“ On motion,

''Resolved, That it is the intention of this House to adjourn
“on Saturday next, for this present sitting, to some future day,
“and that Mr. Derrickson wait on the Council with a copy of
“ this resolution.”

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., May 6th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Jones. .

Mr. Clark, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair “A bill to increase the

number of the Justices of the Peace in each of the Counties of

this State.”

The Council now resumed the consideration of the Militia bill

and such of the amendments which had been proposed by the

Council to the House of Assembly and either disagreed to by
the Assembly generally or further amendments proposed imd
have receded from several of their said amendments, w'hereupon

a second paper of amendments w^as proposed by the Council to

the amendments of the House of Assembly, and an answer from
the Council to the message of the House of Assembly of yester-

day, stating their reasons for adhering to their other amendments,
was drawn up at the table, which, being read and approved of, is

as follows, viz :
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Gentlemen

:

Upon a review of the Militia bill and such of the amendments
which had been proposed by the Council to your honorable
House, and either disag-reed to by you generally or further

amendments proposed, the Council have receded from their sev-

eral amendments which were made for the purpose of excluding
the appointment of such officers as sub-heutenants, upon the

supposition that they may be, as you suppose, necessary officers

for carrying the law into due and immediate execution, or lest

any failure in the execution might be imputed to such an altera-

tion in the bill. But the Council cannot agree to your fourth

amendment, proposing the leaving out of the word [schoolmas-
ters], mentioned in our 31st amendment, as we consider the very
few engaged in that service so necessary for the education of the

youth of the State that every encouragement should be given to

them to pursue that business with the strictest attention. Every
parent who reflects upon or regards the welfare of his offsprfng,

every guardian of the rights of a free people, must wish to en-

courage and promote learning; and such has been the fatal effects

of the times on schools and seminaries of learning in this State

that we think it worthy the attention of the Legislature to afford »

at least the proper exemption to the teachers in them. But lest"

this exemption might be improperly used by setting up pretended
schools, we have proposed an addition after the word [schoolmas-

ters], as in No. 4 of our second amendments.

The Council adhere to their 37th amendment, as well as to the

transposing of the paragraph, for that by our amendment it will

be connected with a provision of the like nature as to tlie length-

ening of the time for the election of the company officers
;
for

that the Council think it too short as it stands in the bill.

As to the 44th amendment, the Council are of opinion that the

amendment proposed thereto by your House will raise the fine

beyond the abilities of most of the poorer delinquents to pay
;

it

will rather tend to prevent the execution of the law than further

it. An additional amendment is proposed for dividing the quan-

tum of the fine, and doubt not that it will appear so to your hon-

orable House on further consideration. As to our 47th amend-
ment, we apprehend that we have acceded to it in the form the

House of Asseml)ly intended it should be, though somewhat dif-

ferent from the form pointed out in your amendment thereto.
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The Council have acceded to the first part of your amendment
stated in No. 8, but they cannot agree to the latter part thereof,

as they are of opinion that persons qualified to do the duties of
lieutenants or sub-lieutenants could not be had to accept of a

temporary appointment by the President, subject to a sudden
removal by the General Assembly

;
and the Council apprehend

it necessary to strengthen the hands of the Executive Depart-
ment, to render it useful, and give a necessary influence for the

due execution of the laws.

As to the clause in our 8ist amendment, providing an appeal
from the determination of a single Justice upon a fine that may
amount to one hundred and seventy pounds or more on a single

person, we cannot recede therefrom, as we think it a very neces-

sary guard against the fallibility of such a judicature and con-
sistent with the spirit of our laws, which we ought not to loose

sight of lest precedents of this sort should take place and des-

troy that liberty and property we are so anxiously contending for

and seeking after. The delay cannot be great, unless we suppose
the Courts of Justice, upon the appeal, shall not think them-
selves bound l)y the express provision made for a speedy de-

termination, which is not to be inferred
;

for, if so, the same,

suspicion will lie against the single Judge, who will otherwise act

without control or review.

The Council adhere to their 82d amendment, for that they
have their doubts as to the operation of the Militia law upon the

prior act for the more speedily completing the quota of troops to

be raised in this State for the Continental army
;
and if the Judge

or Judges, who are to determine thereon hereafter, should doubt
also, they will be subjected to difficulties which will be removed
by adopting our amendment

;
and as the House of Assembly,

from their reason assigned for rejecting the amendment, shew
expressly that it is not their intention to invalidate that act, they
can have no objection to remove the doubts of the Council by
acceding to the amendment.

As to the loth amendment, proposed by the House of Assem-
bly to be added to the 13th section of the bill, the Council agree

to the same, but have thought it just and necessary that a further

addition should be made there, as set down in the further amend-
ment accompanying this answer. No. 7, providing for such among
us who may be conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms in any
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case, agreeable to the spirit as well as the express words of the

loth clause in our declaration of rights, for that the Council are

of opinion that the several fines that those sort of people will be
subjected to under the present law will be a full equivalent for

their protection and defect of personal service, independent of

the accumulated fine for not going out upon a second call of the

same class in any one year.

The Council think it unnecessary to particularize each of their

further amendments, as those unnoticed depend on the like rea-

sons assigned on their similar amendments, and therefore refer

your honorable House to the further amendments set down in

their second paper of amendments delivered with the answer.

Ordered, That the said answer and amendments be transcribed

and sent by Mr. Hyatt to the House of Assembly.
\

The committee to whom was referred the petition from sundry
inhabitants of Murtherkill and Jones’ Hundreds, praying the aid

of the Legislature in establishing guards, &c., now made their

report, which, by order, was read the first time.

And, by special order, the same was read a second time, and.

thereupon resolved, as follows, viz :

1. That the President or Commander-in-Chief be authorized

and empowered forthwith to raise three companies in this State,

to wit ; one comj)any in the County of New Castle, to consist of

sixty men, non-commissioned officers and privates, under the

command of one captain and two lieutenants
;
one company in

Kent County, to consist of seventy-five men, non-commissioned
officers and privates, under the command of one captain and two
lieutenants

;
and one company in Sussex County, to consist of

forty men, non-commissioned officers and privates, under the

command of one captain and one lieutenant. The said captains

and lieutenants to be appointed and commissioned by the Pre-

sident or Commander-in-Chief.

2. That the said officers and men shall be entitled to and re-

ceive Continental pay and rations, and shall be subject to the

rules and articles of war, provided for the regulation of the Militia

of this State, during their continuance in this service.

3. That the President or Commander-in-Chief be empowered
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to discharge the whole, or any one, or any part of the said coni-

panics ‘when he shall think proper.

4. That the said companies be stationed near to or along the

shores in the respective counties of this State, in such places and
in such manner as the President or Commander-in-Chief shall

from time to time think fit to order and direct.

5. That the duty of the said companies respectively shall be
to prevent the enemy and refugees from landing in the State

;
to

apprehend, take up and secure any person or persons going to,

coming from, or trading with the enemy or the said refugees, to-

gether with all their goods, merchandise and provisions, and the

teams and boats in which the same be, and to render a true

account thereof to the President or Commander-in-Chief, and
deliver the same to his order or appointment.

^

6. That the President or Commander-in-Chief be empowered
to appoint one or more suitable persons in each county to flirnish

the company of such county with the rations allowed
;
and that

it be recommended to the House of Assembly to make pro.vision

for the execution of the aforesaid plan.

< Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent by Mr. Hyatt
to the House of Assembly for their concurrence.

Mr. Waples, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair an account of

Thomas Wilds, Coaler of Kent County, for expenditures on be-

half of several prisoners and deserters in his custody, together

with his petition to the General Assembly for the payment there-

of, and the proceedings of the House of Assembly on the said

petition.

On motion, by order, the bill to increase the number of Justices

of the Peace, &c.
,
was read the first time.

It / Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

-
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256 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Thursday, A. M., May 7th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Jones.

Mr. Hyatt now reported that he had delivered to the House of

Assembly the several papers given in charge to him according to

the order of yesterday.

The report of the committee appointed to draw up an answer
to the message of the House of Assembly of the 23d of April,

was, by order, read a second time, and several amendments were
proposed and agreed to. The said answer is as follows, viz :

Gentlemen :
^

The Council have considered your message in answer to theirs

of the 1 8th April last, respecting their amendments to the resolves

of your House relative to the administration of justice, &c., and
cannot help expressing their surprise at your persisting to call

upon the Council to join in a general charge of guilt upon officers,

of justice, holding commissions for different terms during good
behaviour, without knowing the particular persons alluded to

therein, or they, or any of them, called upon or heard as to the

matters alleged. This conduct we hold to be incompatible with

the station we are in as the Supreme Court of Judicature with

respect to the trial of offenders against the State, and we do con-

ceive it the indispensable duty of Courts and Judges to condemn
none unheard. We apprehend it is immaterial whether those

facts be well attested or not. In the present stage of the business

it is sufficient that they are alleged by the Assembly. This is a

foundation for an inquiry. The persons charged are, by the

Constitution and tenure of their offices, entitled to a hearing

before conviction. The exercise of this power belongs to the

General Assembly, and not to the President, therefore highly

improper to be pointed out in an address to the President, as

you proj)Ose in your message, until some hearing thereon, agree-

able to the principles of our Constitution.

It is also imjDroper for the Council to deny the facts mentioned
in your second resolve, for their truth or falsehood ought reg-

ularly to be imjLiired into before the persons accused, if they
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choose, on being summoned, to appear. The House of Assem-
bly may either impeach the officers before the Council, or resolve

that they be called on to answer the charges against them
;

it

would, therefore, be ill-judged by the Council to make them-
selves a party in the question by a denial of the facts. It is

sufficient that we have pointed out a- mode in our message, now
before your House, to which we beg leave to refer you.

We do not think that a total rejection of the second resolve,

in which the grievances are pointed out, would make the reso-

lutions testify that the only grievance existing is the appointment
of two Justices of the Supreme Court in one county, and that

justice in every other part has been duly administered. Never-
theless, if the House of Assembly conceive it will receive such
construction, the Council will have no objection to the total leav-

ing out of the first resolve and the preceding preamble, which,
we do admit, are not necessary to precede the resolution respect-

.

ing the Judges of the Supreme Court.
•

The Council proposed an amendment to your third resolve,

for that, in their opinion, the reason therein mentioned does 'not

exist. The Clerks of the Supreme Court in the respective coun-,

ties of this State may, and usually have, all kinds of remedial

writs in their hands calculated for removing the determinations

of inferior judicatures, so that the want of a Judge resident for

this purpose doth not appear so proper for the foundation of the

subsequent resolve
;
therefore the Council cannot, for a reason

which they know does not exist, agree to request the Justices of

the Supreme Court who resitle in one county to resign their

commissions; yet, for a reason which at present does exist, they

have concurred in such a request, and it must be a matter of small

moment to your honorable House whether our concurrence with

you proceeds from the same cause or motive or no, as the same
end will be effected.

The Council have not at this time agreed to your proposition

of a committee of conference on the subject matter of the second
resolve aforesaid. We flatter ourselves that your House, on a

reconsideration of the amendments and the principles on which
they were proposed, will be inclined to adopt them.

Ordered^ That the foregoing answer be transcribed and sent

by Mr. Hyatt to the House of Assembly.

33
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Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported the delivery of the same
according to order.

On motion, by order, the bill to increase the number of Jus-
tices, &c.

,
was read a second time, and an amendment was pro-

posed and agreed to.

Ordered^ That the same be transcribed and sent by Mr. Hyatt,
together with the said bill, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Hyatt reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Friday, A. M., May 8th, 1778:

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

Mr. Derrickson, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending, was admitted and delivered to the Chair two messages
from the House of Assembly to the Council, which were read,

and are as follows, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen :

“This House have received the answer of the Council to a
“ message from this House respecting the amendments to sundry
“resolutions of this House, of the 9th of April last, for the ad-
“ ministration of justice, and have acceded to the same amend-
“ments.”

Gentlemen :

“The House of Assembly have taken into their considera-

“tion the Militia bill and the second paper of amendments, with
“ the message accompanying the same, and have disagreed to the

“7th amendment proposed in the said second paper, and still

“ continue to adhere to their resolution of rejecting divers of the

“amendments proposed by the Council in the first paper, &c.

;
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“but for the dispatch of business the House of Assembly pro-
“pose to your honorable House the appointment of committees
“to confer on the subject matter of those amendments.”

The same member also returned to the Chair the resolution of
the Council for the establishing of guards, &c., concurred in by
the House of Assembly, who proposed an additional resolve

thereto, which was read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

'^Resolved, That his Excellency, the President, be empowered
“and required to draw out of the Loan Offices of this State, or

“any. of them, such sum or sums of money as he may deem
“ necessary for the carrying into execution the aforesaid resolu-

“tion for raising the said three companies of guards, and that
“ this House will devise ways and means for replacing the same.”

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt return the same to the Hous^ of
|

Assembly, concurred in by the Council.
^

1

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported that he had delivered the
same according to order.

A message from the President, inclosing a resolution of Con-
gress recommending the passage of a law offering pardon to such
of the inhabitants or subjects of the State as have levied war *

against any of the States, or adhered to, aided or abetted the
'

enemy, and shall surrender themselves by a limited time, was 1

delivered at the table. '

On motion, by order, the foregoing message and resolution .

were severally read the first time. The said message is in these

words, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen of the Legislative Council

:

“I just received a packet from the President of Congress,

“inclosing a resolution of that honorable body recommending to
“ the several States the enacting laws, &c., for granting pardons,
“ &c. I have sent your honors, with this message, a copy of the

“above-mentioned resolution for your consideration.

“CA£SAR RODNEY.”

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
I
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Saturday, A. M., May 9th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Derrickson, a member from the House of Assembly, at-

tending, was admitted and returned to the, Chair the Militia bill,

with the several amendments of each House to the said bill
;
and

also delivered the bill to increase the number of Justices, &c.,

signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly.

The message from the House of Assembly, respecting the ap-

pointment of committees to confer on the subject matter of the

amendments to the Militia bill, was, by order, read a second time, \

and thereupon the following answer to the said message was
drawn up at the table, viz :

•

Gentlemen

:

The Council have taken into consideration your message of

yesterday, and would gladly embrace every method calculated ‘

for the dispatch of the public business, particularly the bill for

"

establishing a Militia, and have no other objection to the ap-

pointment of a committee of conference as to the disputed

amendments proposed to that bill than the declaration of your
House, in, their message proposing such a conference, that you
still continue to adhere to your resolution of rejecting those

amendments. The Council apprehend the design of such a

conference is to hear the reasons for and against the points in

dispute between the two Houses, and have the opinion of this

select part of them thereon reported. If your honorable House
consider the points open for discussion, and that your conferees

are not absolutely bound to reject every of those amendments
proposed, we are ready and willing to have them discussed and
reported upon by such a committee

;
and that no delay may be,

the Council have named Messrs. Vandyke and Bassett the con-

ferees on this occasion, on the supposition that the committee to

be appointed by you will be at liberty, as aforesaid.

Resolved, That Mr. Vandyke wait on the House of Assembly
with the foregoing answer and inform them of the said appoint-

ment.
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Mr. Lewis, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and returned to the Chair the foregoing answer,
concurred in by the House of Assembly, and the following ap-
pointment of that House, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., May 9th, 1778.

“Read and concurred in
;
and Messrs. Patterson, Bryan, and

“ Craghead are appointed, on the part of this House, conferees

“for the purposes aforesaid, with directions to proceed in the

“business assigned them as soon as may be.”

The same member also delivered to the Chair certain resolu-

tions of the House of Assembly empowering the President to

borrow five thousand pounds, on the credit of the State, apd
apply the same in discharge of the accounts due to the Militia

heretofore called out
;
also a resolution of the House of Assembly

directing the Speaker to write to the signers of the last emission

of paper currency, &c.
;
also the resolutions of that House for the

appointment of committees to adjust the Loan Office accounts

;

and also the resolutions of that House for the appointment of

John Dickinson, Esquire, to be one of the committee for stating

an account of expenditures, &c.

On motion, by order, the several foregoing resolutions were
respectively read the first time!

On motion, by order, the resolution of Congress, recommend-
ing the passing of a law offering pardon to such of the inhab-

itants as have levied war against any of the States, &c., was read

a second time and referred to Messrs. Clowes, Vandyke, and
Bassett, to prepare and bring in a bill for that purpose.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.
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Monday, May nth, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs.

Clowes, Conwell, and Jones.

The committee appointed to confer with the committee of the

House of Assembly on the subject matter of the amendments to

the Militia bill, now delivered their report at the table, which was
read and agreed to, and thereupon the following message, found-

ed on the said report, was drawn up at the table, viz :

Gentlemen :

\

Upon the report of the conferees on the subject of the several

amendments to the Militia bill in dispute between the two Houses,
the Council have agreed to the report, as follows, to wit

:

That the further amendment, as proposed by the House - of

Assembly in their second paper of amendments, be adopted after

striking out the word [white], as mentioned therein, and added to
^

the 31st amendment, proposed by the Council in their first paper.

That the 8ist amendment of the Council in their first paper shall

be a part of the bill upon striking out the words [except m extra-

ordinary cases, of which the Court shall judge]. That the 8zd
amendment of the Council, mentioned in their first paper, shall

stand and be inserted in the bill
;
and that the 7th amendment of

the Council, in their second paper, be receded from. So that, if

your House shall approve of the report of the conferees as afore-

said, the bill may be immediately engrossed and enacted into a

law.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent by Mr. Hyatt
to the House of Assembly, together with the Militia bill and its

several amendments.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Tuesday, A. M., May 12th, 1778.

• The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Hyatt now reported the delivery of the several papers
committed to his charge according to the order of yesterday:

On motion, by order, the bill to enable Charles Pope, his heirs,

&c., to erect a bridge over Duck Creek, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read a second time, and, for the

better information of the Council, thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to go to' the
place where the said bridge is proposed to be erected and view
and report their opinion thereon.

Messrs. Collins and Hyatt are appointed, on the part of the

Council, for this purpose, and thereupon a message from the

Council to the House of Assembly, proposing the appointrnent

of a like number of the members of that House to join the said 1

committee of the Council, was drawn up at the table, and follows

in these words, viz :

Gentlemen

:

The Council, upon the best information they have been able to

obtain respecting the propriety of giving privilege to Lieutenant

Colonel Charles Pope to erect a bridge over Duck Creek at the

distance of twenty feet above the public wharf there, as proposed
in the bill now before us, have reason to apprehend that the

public as well as private interest may be considerably injured by
placing the said intended bridge so near the same wharf, and
below other wharves, storehouses and landing places heretofore

much used for lumber of all kinds, and from the nature and situa-

tion of the ground along the creek below the public wharf always
must be useful and necessary. The Council have also reason to

believe that liberty of erecting a bridge across Duck Creek afore-

said above all the wharves, storehouses and landing places not

more than ten or twelve rods distance higher up the creek, might
be granted to Colonel Pope without apparent injury to the public
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or private interest, and nearly as convenient for him
;
but, as

neither the petitioner for the bridge or any of those against it,

save one, and him on this day, have attended this House to

enable them to determine satisfactorily thereon, the Council are

desirous of the best information, and therefore propose to your
honorable House the appointment of two or more of the mem-
bers of each House to proceed to the place where, and view, and
report their opinion thereon. This may be done in the course

of an evening or morning, with but little trouble or loss of time,

and for this purpose the Council have named Messrs. Hyatt and
Collins on their part.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent by Mr. Bassett

to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

A member from the House of Assembly, attending, was admit-

ted and delivered to the Chair the bill to increase the number of

the Justices of the Peace, &c., signed by the Speaker of the House
of Assembly.

Ordered, That the same be signed by the Speaker of the

Council.

Which was done accordingly.

On motion,

Resolved, That the President or Commander-in-Chief affix the

Great Seal of this State to the bill entitled
‘ ‘An act to increase the

number of the Justices of the Peace in each of the Counties of

this State,”

On motion, by order’.

The resolution of the House of Assembly, directing the Speaker

to write to the signers of the last emission of paper currency, was

read a second time and concurred in, and follows in these words,

viz :

‘‘In the House of Assembly,

‘‘Friday, A. M., May ist, 1778.

‘‘Whereas it appears to this House that some of the monies
‘

‘ emitted by an act of General Assembly of this State, entitled
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“ ‘An act for printing and emitting fifteen thousand pounds in
“ Bills of Credit of this State, to be let out on loan, and for strik-
“ ing the further sum of ten thousand pounds in such bills for the
“ use of this State, and for providing a fund for sinking the same,’
"are still in the hands of several of the signers of the said cur-
"rency in the County of New Castle

;
therefore

* Resolved^ That the Speaker be desired to write to the several

“signers of the said emission of paper currency within the said

"County of New Castle, requiring them to deliver such of the
"said monies as remain in their hands of the said emission to the
"Trustee of the Loan Office of the said county, agreeable to the
"said act, and that they make report of the sums in their hands
"respectively to the President of this State forthwith."

On motion, by order,
^

The resolution of the House of Assembly for borrowing the

sum of 7,500 dollars upon the credit of the State, was read a
second time and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

" In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, April 20th, 1778.*

“The House resumed the consideration of the late Vice-Pre-
“sident’s message of the 13th of March last, and thereupon

'^Resolved, That the sum of seven thousand five hundred
“dollars be borrowed upon the credit of this State, and that

"the President sign certificates to the person or persons lending

"the same.

“That this House will devise ways and means for the repay-

"ment of the said sum to the lender or lenders thereof, with in-

“terest at the rate of six per cent, per annum until the same be
‘

‘ repaid.

“That the said sum of seven thousand five hundred dollars be

“put into the hands of Thomas Rodney, Esquire, for the pur-

“ pose of completing the purchase of clothing for the Delaware
“ Regiment

;
and that the said Thomas Rodney be accountable

"for the expenditure thereof to the General Assembly, or to the
" President or Vice-President of the State for the time being in

"the vacation of Assembly, in order that the State may have the

“sum expended refunded by Congress."

34
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Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly with

the two last mentioned resolutions concurred in respectively by
the Council, and also the bill for increasing the number of the

Justices of the Peace in each county of this State, signed by the

Speaker of the Council, and the resolution for affixing the Great
Seal to the same.

Mr. Bassett reported that he had waited on the House of As-
sembly and delivered the said papers according to order.

Mr. Molleston, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair a “Bill for raising

one hundred and twenty thousand dollars for the service of the

present year, by a general tax and also delivered the resolu-

tions of the House of Assembly for the appointment of a State

Treasurer, a Clothier General, and a Commissary General of^

Prisoners for this State, and then withdrew.
•

^
Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., May 13th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members except Messrs.

Clowes and Jones.

On motion, by order.

The resolutions of the House, of Assembly for the appointment

of a State Treasurer, a Clothier General, and a Commissary Gen-

eral of Prisoners for this State, were read the first time.

On motion, by order.

The bill for raising 120,000 dollars for the service of the present

year, by a general tax, was read the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The committee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill offer-

ing pardon to such of the inhabitants or subjects of the State

as have levied war against any of the States, or adhered to, aided
or abetted the enemy, and shall surrender themselves by a limited

time, now delivered one at the table, which, by order, was read
the first time.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly, empowering the

President to borrow five thousand pounds, on the credit ot the

State, and apply the same in discharge of the accounts due to

the Militia heretofore called out, were, by order, read a second
time and concurred in, and are as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, A. M., May 9th, 1778.

“ On motion, *

Resolved, That the President or Commander-in-Chief of this

“State be authorized and empowered to borrow, on the credit of

“the State, the sum of five thousand pounds, and that he sign

“certificates to the person or persons who may lend the same,

“and this House will devise ways and means for the repayment
“to the lender or lenders thereof, with interest at the rate of si.x

“ per cent, per annum until the same shall be repaid.

Resolved also, That the sum so to be borrowed be applied

“by the President or Commander-in-Chief, in such manner as he
“shall think best, in discharge of the accounts due to the Militia
‘

‘ heretofore called out.
’ ’

The Council then resumed the consideration of the bill for the

further security of the Government, and after some time spent

therein, the same was postponed until to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock.
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Thursday, A. M., May 14th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The Council now proceeded in the consideration of the bill for

the further security of the Government, and thereupon a second
paper of amendments to the same was proposed, agreed to, and
ordered to be transcribed and sent to the House of Assembly for

their consideration and concurrence, with the following message,
viz :

Gentlemen .• \

The Council now send you the bill for the further security, of
the Government, with a second paper of amendments. By the

report of the committee of conferees it appears that it was agreed
between them that the words in dispute in the sixth amendment,
proposed by the House, should be struck out of the bill and the

words [and Constitution], mentioned in the 7th amendment, re-.‘

tained, and the words [the, as now established], struck out, which
the Council have agreed to. You will perceiv^e by the second
paper of amendments that the Council have proposed an amend-
ment to* their 27th amendment, which, they hope, will be satis-

factory and remove all objections
;
but they beg leave to remind

you that the ist of June, the time limited for completing the ad-

ministration of the test in the lirst instance, will be rather too

short, either for the botly of the people of the State to know the

contents of the law, or the ministerial officers therein to perform

their duty under it.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt return to the House of Assembly
the resolution empowering the President to borrow five thousand

pounds, on the credit of the State, and apply the same in dis-

charge of the accounts due to the Militia heretofore called out,

with the concurrence of the Council thereto
;
and also the bill for

the further security of the Government, with its several amend-
ments, and the foregoing message.

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, rej)orted the delivery of the afore-

said several papers, according to order.
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On motion, by orckr,

The bill for raising 120,000 dollars for the service of the present
year, by a general tax, was read a second time.

The same, by order, was read a third time by paragraphs, and
will pass.

Ordered, That the said bill, thus agreed to, be returned by
Mr. Conwell to the House of Assembly, with the following verbal

message, viz :

Gentlemen

:

The Council do agree to pass the bill for raising 120,000 dollars !

in the Delaware State for the service of the year 1778, by a gen- l

eral tax, into a law as soon as the blank therein for the name of
|

the State Treasurer shall be determined upon a ballot by the^two
\

Houses, which the Council are ready to go into when it may be
convenient to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Craghead, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair “The act for establishing

a Militia within this State and also the “ Rules and articles for

the better regulating of the Militia within the same,” respectively <

signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly. • •

The resolutions of the House of Assembly respecting the ap-

pointment of a State Treasurer, a Clothier General, and a Com-
missary General of Prisoners, were, by order, read the second
time and rejected in part.

The resolution of the House of Assembly respecting the ap-

pointment of John Dickinson, Esq’r, to be one of the committee
for stating an account of expenditures, &c., was, by order, read

a second time, and an amendment was proposed and agreed to,

and ordered to be transcribed.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly for the appointment

of committees for adjusting the Loan Office Accounts, were, by
order, read a second time and rejected

;
whereupon a message

was drawn up at the table, read and agreed to, and is in these

words, viz :

Ge^itlemen

:

The Council, on considering the resolutions of your House, of

I
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the 1 2th instant, sent for our concurrence, are of opinion that,

as to the first, it is unnecessary, as such an officer as State Trea-
surer will be expressly appointed by the tax bill, now before us

;

therefore, as to that officer, all that is wanting is to appoint the
time of balloting for him. As to the second resolution, for the
appointment of a Clothier General for the Delaware Regiment,
we apprehend this was done by the appointment of Thomas
Rodney, Esquire, in the resolutions, framed in your House and
concurred in here, for the borrowing seven thousand five hun-
dred dollars, on the credit of the State, and applying it for the

purchase of clothing for that regiment, to which we beg leave to

refer you. As to the third resolution, for the appointment of a

Commissary of Prisoners, we agree to the same, and that such
officer be elected by joint ballot.

The Council have been desirous of consulting Mr. Dickinson \

as to his willingness to undertake the business of a committee-
man of the general accounts between this State and the United
States, but have not had the opportunity since the coming of

your resolution for his appointment to this House
;
but as that

gentleman complains much of his want of health, we are induced
to think he will decline the appointment, or that his indisposition

will delay the immediate going on with this business, therefore ’

we have proposed another person to be inserted in his stead, to

wit : Mr. Daniel Robertson, one conversant in accounts, and re-

siding in the Town of Dover.

The Council have returned the resolve for the appointment of

committees for settling the accounts of the General Loan Office,

disagreed to in the form it now stands, as each committee is to

consist of three persons only, and two of these three are to be

named by the House of Assembly, and the other by the Council,

by an express j)rovision in the late .act for the emitting of an ad-

ditional sum of twenty-five thousand pounds in Bills of Credit in

this State, which the Council apprehend was not attended to by
your honorable House.

Ordered, That the several foregoing resolutions, together with

the transcribed amendment and the above message relative there-

to, be also sent by Mr. Con well to the Plouse of Assembly.

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported the delivery of the sev-

eral papers committed to his charge, according to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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m.

bis.

'r
Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the bill for granting a free pardon to

such of the inhabitants or subjects of the State as have levied

war against any of the States, was read a second time.

The same was read a third time by paragraphs, and some
amendments were agreed to and ordered to be transcribed and
sent by Mr. Bailing. to the House of Assembly for their concur-
rence.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock.

Friday, A. M., May 15th, 1778-*

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mf. Bailing now reported that he had delivered the bill for

granting a free pardon, and the transcribed amendment thereto,

to the House of Assembly, according to the order of yesterday.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

A bill to prevent the inhabitants of this State from dealing and
furnishing the enemies thereof with supplies, and for other pur-

poses therein mentioned, was laid on the table, and, by order,

read the first time.

<
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By special order the same was a second time read and agreed
to.

The bill for establishing a Militia within this State, being en-

grossed, was read and compared, and ordered to be signed by
the Speaker, which was accordingly done.

The rules and articles for the better regulating of the Militia

whilst under arms, being engrossed, was read and compared, and
ordered to be signed by the Speaker, which was accordingly

done.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning deliver the bill to prevent the in-

habitants of this State from dealing and furnishing the enemies
thereof with supplies, &c., to the House of Assembly for their

consideration and concurrence, and also return the two last men^-

tioned bills, respectively signed by the Speaker of the Council.

Mr. Baning reported the delivery of these several papers* ac-

cording to order.

On motion,

Ordered, That the private printed copy of the Articles of Con-,*

federation and Union between the States of America, in the pos-

session of the Speaker, be now read and taken into consideration,

as there is little prospect of obtaining a certified copy of the same
from Congress during the present sitting of the General Assem-
bly.

And the same was accordingly read, and the further considera-

tion postponed till to-morrow.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o'clock.
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Saturday, A. M., May i6th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Davis, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Speaker a resolution of the
|

House of Assembly for affixing the Great Seal to the Militia bill,
1

and the rules and articles for the better regulating of the Militia, i

&c., with the following verbal message, viz :
!

^'Gentlemen:
. . |

“The House of Assembly, being desirous to complete, as

“speedily as possible, the Militia bill and the bill for raising one
j

“hundred and twenty thousand dollars, &c., propose to the
;

“Council that both Houses meet in the House of Assembly to-
“ morrow morning at 10 o’clock, to put in nomination persons
“to be balloted for as lieutenants and sub-lieutenants for ^the ‘

“ respective counties, and also a State Treasurer.”

On motibn, by order,

The resolution of the House of Assembly for affixing the Great
Seal to the Militia bill, &c., was read and concurred in, and is as

follows, viz :

“On motion,

^"Resolved, That the President or Commander-in-Chief affix

“ the Great Seal of this State to the following bills, to wit

:

“ I. An act for establishing a Militia within this State,” and
“ 2. Rules and articles for the better regulating of the Militia

w'hilst under arms or embodied.”

Mr. Hyatt is ordered to return the foregoing resolutions, with

the concurrence of the Council thereto, and inform the House of

Assembly that the Council have agreed to their proposition to

meet them in the House of Assembly forthwith to put in nom-
ination persons to be balloted for as lieutenants and sub-lieuten-

ants for the respective counties.

35
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Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported his delivery of the paper
and message committed to him according to order.

Mr. Patterson, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and informed the Sjieaker that the House
of Assembly were ready to receive the Council and proceed in

the nomination aforesaid.

The Council then proceeded to the Assembly Room, and there

met the House of Assembly, when several persons were put in

nomination .for tlie offices of lieutenants and sub-lieutenants for

the respective counties, and their names taken down for the con-

sideration of both Houses.

On motion,

Resolved^ That the General Assembly now separate, and meeP
again at 3 o’clock this afternoon, in the Council Room, to ballot

for the said officers out of the persons now put in nomination.*

Then the House of Assembly withdrew.*

Mr. Black, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the bill for the further ’

security of the Government, signed by the Speaker of the House
of Assembly.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Ordered, That Mr. Banin^ wait on the House of Assembly and

inform them that the Council are now ready to receive them to

ballot for lieutenants and sub-lieutenants.

Mr. Baning, being returned, reported that he had delivered

the aforesaid message according to order.

* So recorded.
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The House of Assembly, agreeable to the order of the day,
met the Council in the Council Room, and having prepared
tickets for the election of lieutenants and sub-lieutenants for the
several Counties of this State, under the Militia law, and having
put the same into a ballot-box, the Speakers of the two Houses,
m the presence of the members, examined the box, and it appeared
as follows : That there was a majority of votes in favor of George
Evans, Esq., for Lieutenant for the County of New Castle, and a
unanimous vote in favor of Henry Darby and Samuel Smith,

j

Gentlemen, for sub-Lieutenants for the said County of New
Castle

;
and that there was a unanimous vote in favor of Samuel

West, Esquire, for Lieutenant for the County of Kent, and a 1

majority of votes in favor of Francis Manny and Benj. Coombs, i

Gentlemen, for sub-Lieutenants for the said County of Kent
;
and !

that there was a majority of votes in favor of Henry Neill. Gen-
’

tleman, for Lieutenant for the County of Sussex, and a majority
|

of votes in favor of Nathaniel Waj)les and Charles Mogre, Gen- ;

tlemen, for sub-Lieutenants for the said County of Sussex. !

Then the House of Assembly withdrew.
.

j

On motion.

Resolved, That the said George Evans be recommended tt> *1

his
,
Excellency, the President, to be commissioned lieutenant, '

and the said Henry Darby and Samuel Smith to be commis-
sioned sub-lieutenants, under the Militia law, for the County of •

New Castle
;
and that the said Samuel West be recommended

to the President to be commissioned lieutenant, and the said

Francis Manny and Benjamin Coombs to be commissioned sub-

lieutenants under the said law for the County of Kent
;
and that

the said Henry Neill be recommended to the President to be

commissioned lieutenant, and the said Nathaniel Waples and
Charles Moore to be commissioned sub-lieutenants under the

said law for the County of Sussex.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett deliver the foregoing resolution to

the House of Assembly for their consideration and concurrence.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported the delivery of the same
according to order.

Mr. Davis, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the bill for raising one
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hundred and twenty thousand dollars in the Delaware State for

the year 1778, by a general tax, engrossed and signed by the
Speaker of the House of Assembly.

Adjourned till Monday morning at 10 o’clock.

Monday, A. M., May i8th, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members except Messrs.

Jones, Clowes, and Vandyke. '

Mr. Adams, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill to prevent
the inhabitants of this State from dealing ami furnishing the ene-
mies thereof with supplies, &c., with three amendments proposed
thereto by the House of Assembly, which were read and sever-

ally disagreed to
;
and thereupon a message from the Council to •

the House of Assembly, showing the reasons of their disagree-

ment to the said amendments, was drawn up at the table, read
and approved of, and is as follows, viz :

<4'

Gentlemen

:

The Council having taken into consideration the three several

amendments proposed by your honorable House to the bill to

prevent dealing and furnisliing the enemy with supplies, &c.,

have unanimously disagreed to them for the following reasons,

to wit

:

As to the first, for that no Prince or State, other than the

French King, hath, as yet, to our knowledge, publicly avowed
the independence of the United States, or entered into any treaty

of commerce 6r alliance with them, and consequently ought not

to be admitted to the same freedom of trade with our enemies in

our ports as is especially stipulated in favor of the subjects of the

French King by the 25th and 26th articles of the treaty of com-
merce lately entered into between the said King and the United

States
;
and we apprehend that by the said first amendment all
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neutral powers, so far as respects this State, will be considered
as privileged to carry suj^plies, even to the port of Philadelphia

while in the possession of the enemy, which we conceive ought
not to be.

As to the second amendment, for that, by the resolve of Con-
gress of the 23d of March, 1776, declaring what captures shall

be adjudged prizes, express provision is made for the payment of

seamen’s wages, and the reason which, we presume, and have
reason to believe, induced Congress to do so, operates with us to

reject your said amendment, to wit : That seamen are a set of

people extremely necessary and wanting in the. service of the

United States
;
that they are seldom much attached to any ser-

vice, and that we ought not to consider those sailing in merchant
vessels as enemies or parties in this dispute, but by paying their

wages, though their ships are captured, we shall bias them to^our

cause and service, and make them more indifferent as to the fate

of the vessels they may be in
;
besides, by this exclusion, <is pro-

posed, the seamen of wrecked vessels would be put upon a differ-

ent footing from seamen of captured vessels, who will be entitled

to their wages under the resolve of Congress.

As to the third amendment, for that the words therein pro-

posed to be inserted in the bill are merely relative, and have not *

a proper subject of reference, as no special mode for division of

the moiety allotted to the first possessor, or manner in which the

prize should be secured, is pointed out, other than in the sen-

tence where the amendment is proposed to be placed.

Ordered, That the said message be transcribed and sent by
Mr. Bassett to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Mr. Lockwood, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and returned to the Chair the resolution of the

Council empowering the President to commission lieutenants and
sub-lieutenants under the Militia law, with the concurrence of the

House of Assembly thereto.

Ordered, That the bill for raising 120,000 dollars within this

State for the service of the present year, by a general tax, and
also the bill for the further security of the Government, be now

1
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respectively signed by the Speaker of the Council, which was ac-

cordingly done.

On motion, by order.

The account of Thomas Wilds, Coaler of Kent County, against

the Delaware State, with the petition and proceedings of the

House of Assemldy thereon, were read the first time and ordered
to lie over for consideration until to-morrow.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, A. M., May 19th, 177^.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion.

Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

the Great .Seal of this State to the following bills, to wit :

1. “An act for the further security of the Government,” and

2. VAn act for raising 120,000 dollars in the Delaware State

for the service of the year 1778, by a general tax.”

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return the foregoing bills, signed

by the Speaker of the Council, to the House of Assembly, and
also deliver the foregoing resolution for affixing the Great Seal

thereto, for their concurrence, and the following message, viz :

Gentlemen

:

We send you the bill for the further security of the Govern-
ment, and also the bill for raising 120,000 dollars in the present

year, by a general tax, signed by the Speaker of the Council,

and recommend that some si)eedy method be adopted for fur-

nishing the res])ective counties with copies of these bills when
sealed and enacted into laws. Of the first of these not less than

54 copies will be wanted for the use of the Justices of the Peace
in the several counties, and that forthwith, that they may be en-
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abled to perform the duties required of them therein, and avoid
the heavy i)enalty they are liable to for an omission of any of
those duties, and there is but about six weeks allowed for the
completing this business. As to the second act, three copies
should be immediately made and sent to the Clerk of the Peace
of each County, with directions to notify the Justices of the Peace
that the special court ordered therein may be held on or before

the tenth day ofJune next, otherwise the law will loose its opera-
tion.

Mr. Bailing, being returned, reported the delivery of the sev-

eral papers aforesaid according to order.

The Council now took into consideration the account and pe-

tition of Thomas Wild and the report of the committee of the

House of Assembly thereon, and agreed to the said report, which^

follows in these words, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, P. M., May 6th, 1778.

“ On motion,

“The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole to.*

“take into consideration the petition and account of Thomas
“Wild, Coaler of Kent County, and after some time spent

“therein the Speaker resumed the chair and the chairman re-

“ ported from the committee that they had allowed to the said

“Thomas Wild the sum of ninety-six pounds nineteen shillings

“for the following services, viz :

“ For subsisting live persons of the United States, . 9 o
“ For subsisting sundry deserters from the army of

“ the said States, 22 10 o

“/96 19 o

“ Which said report was agreed to by the House.”

Thereupon

Resolved, That it be recommended to his Excellency, the

President, to transmit a copy of the said Thomas Wild’s account,

for subsisting the British prisoners aforesaid, to Congress, or the

Commissary General of Prisoners, as he may think fit, that this
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State may be repaid the same by Congress, and for this purpose
that the original account be lodged with the President.

Resolved alsOy That the original account of the said Thomas
Wild, for subsisting deserters as aforesaid, be lodged with the

President, and that he be required to transmit a copy thereof to

the proj)er officers of the respective regiments to which such de-

serters belonged, that stO])pages may be made out of their pay
respectively, and this State enabled to charge the same to the

United States.

Ordered, That Mr. Collins wait on the House of Assembly
with the above resolutions for their concurrence, and return the

account and petition of the said Thomas Wild and the report of

the committee of the House of Assembly agreed to by the

Council.
^

The committee appointed by the Council to view the place

where the bridge mentioned in the bill before the House, upon
the petition of Charles Poj)e, is proposed to be built, now report-

ed that they had proceeded to the said place, and are of opinion

that a bridge erected over Duck Creek there will be of public as

well as private utility, if a road shall be opened from the north

end thereof to the road leading from Salisbury town to the Thor-"
oughfare, and that this ought to be done by and at the expense
of the petitioner, as soon as the said bridge shall be erected

;
that

the nearer the said bridge shall be placed to the upper side of the

public wharf there, it will do the least injury to the owner of the

land on the south side of the creek, and best answer the purpose
of the petitioner

;
but that the same ought to be a drawbridge, to

preserve an useful navigation above the place where, &c.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Mollcston, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and returned the bill to prevent dealing and
furnishing the enemy with supplies, &c., and delivered the fol-

lowing message, to wit :

“A Message from the House of Assembly to the Council.

‘
‘ Gentlemen :

“The House of Assembly have received your message of yes-

“terday, relative to the three several amendments propose! by
“this House to the bill to prevent dealing and furnishing the

“enemy with supplies, &c., and disagreed to by the Council,

“and, upon a reconsideration of the same, have receded there-

“from.
4

“ Signed by order of the House,

“SAM’L WEST, Speaker,

“Dover, May 19th, 1778.“

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed.

Mr. Molleston also delivered to the Chair a bill for regulating

the fees of divers civil officers, &c., which, by order, was read

the first time.

The Council now proceeded in the consideration of the bill to

enable Charles Pope, his heirs, &c., and agreed to an amendment
thereto.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent, with the said

bill, to the House of Assembly by Mr. Collins.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.

36
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Wednesday, A. M., May 20th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Collins now reported the delivery of the several papers
committed to his charge, accordingto the order of yesterday.

The Speaker laid before the Council the resignation of William
Killen, Esq., Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of this State,

by a writing under his hand and seal, and also a letter from John
Cook, Esquire, declaring his resignation as third Justice of the
same Court.

Which, by order, were severally read
;
and thereupon the fol-

lowing address from the Speakers of the two Houses to the Gen-
eral Assembly was laid on the table, viz :

To the Honorable General Assembly of the Delaware State : *

Gentlemen—In pursuance of the resolves of the General.
Assembly respecting the appointment of Justices of the Supreme
Court in each County of the State, we, by a letter of the nth
instant, addressed to the Honorable William Killen and John
Cook, two of the Justices of said Court residing in Kent County,
requested of those gentlemen a resignaton of their commissions,
that a nomination of persons to fill that Court, residing in each

County of the State, might be made for the more speedy execu-

tion of the law, necessary uiuler the present circumstances of the

State, and at the same time transmitted copies of your said re-

solves. In answer to wliich we have received, through the hands
of his Excellency, the President, the resignation of the Honora-
ble William Killen, Esquire, Chief Justice of the said Court, by
a writing under hand and seal, and a letter from the Honorable

John Cook, Escjuire, declaring his resignation as third Justice of

the same Court, both of which papers we lay before you for your

further order therein.

GEO. REED.
20 May, 1778. SAM’L WEST, Speaker.

^

Ordered, That Mr. Baning deliver the foregoing message and

papers to the House of Assembly for their perusal.
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The bill to prevent dealing and furnishing the enemy with sup-
plies, &c., being engrossed, was read and compared and ordered
to be signed by the Speaker

;
which was accordingly done.

On motion

Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

the Great Seal of the State to the bill entitled ‘'An act to pre-

vent the inhabitants of this State from dealing and furnishing the
enemy with suiiplies, and for other purposes therein mentioned.”

Ordered, That Mr. Bailing deliver the foregoing bill and reso-

lution to the House of Assembly for their concurrence.

Mr. Bailing, being returned, reported the delivery of the sev-

eral papers committed to him according to order.
\

Mr. Craghead, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and presented to the Chair a message from the

House of Assembly to the Council.

On motion, by order, the foregoing message was read, and fol-

lows in these words, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

‘‘This House, having accepted of the resignation of the Hon-
‘‘orahle William Killen and John Cook, Esq’rs, of their commis-
‘‘sions of Justices of the Supreme Court of this State, propose to
‘‘ the Council that both Houses meet this forenoon, in the Coun-
‘‘cil Chamber, and put in nomination persons to be balloted for

‘‘as Justices of the said Court, in the room of the said William
‘‘ Killen and John Cook, Esquires, and also of John Evans, Esq.,

‘‘appointed second Justice of the same Court, who hath declined
‘‘ to accept of the said appointment.

‘‘ Signed by order of the House,

‘‘SAM’L WEST, Speaker.

‘‘Dover, 20 May, 1778.”

The Council, taking into consideration the proposition made
by the House of Assembly of putting into nomination three per-

sons to fill the offices of Justices of the Supreme Court within the

State, in the stead of William Killen and John Cook, Esquires,
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t

i

who have resigned, and John Evans, Esquire, who hath declined

accepting under his former appointment, do agree to the same

;

and

Resolved

y

That persons qualified to be Chief Justice of the

Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of

Kent, in the room of Thomas Tilton, who hath declined accept-

ing the same office, be put in nomination at the same time, and
afterwards balloted for.

Orderedy That Mr. Baning wait on the House of Assembly
with the foregoing resolution of the Council, for their concur-

rence, and inform them that the Council will be ready to receive

them forthwith.

Mr. Baning, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. *

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Armstrong, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following verbal

message, viz :

'
‘ Geyitlemen :

“As your honorable House have concurred in a resolution of

“the 1 2th instant, for the appointment of a Commissary General
‘

‘ of Prisoners, the Assembly propose that nomination of persons

“to be balloted for to fill that office be made at the same time

“that the General Assembly proceed in the nomination of per-

“sons for Justices of the Supreme Court.

“This House do not consider the appointment of a Clothier

“ General to be supplied by the appointment of Thomas Rodney,
1

I
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“ Esquire, in the resolution of both Houses of the 20th of April
“last, for the borrowing seven thousand five hundred dollars

“on the credit of the State, &c.
;
but are of opinion that the

“appointment of Mr. Rodney is only temporary, and for the

“special service of completing the clothing of the Delaware
“ rlegiment at present. If the Council should view this matter
“in the same light the House of Assembly does, and are of
“opinion that the appointment of a Clothier General is neces-

“sary, this House propose likewise to put in nomination, at the

“same time, persons to be balloted for to fill that office.”

Whereupon, in answer thereto, the following message was pre-

pared and sent to the House of Assembly by Mr. Conwell

:

Gentlemen

:

The Council can put no other construction on the resolution fef

the 20th ultimo, mentioned in your verbal message of this after-

noon, than is expressed therein, to wit :
“ That the said sufn of

seven thousand five hundred dollars be put into the hands of

Thomas Rodney, Esquire, for the purpose of completing the

purchase of clothing for the Delaware Regiment and however
temporary this appointment may be considered to be, yet the

business is not begun, and we apprehend that the appointmefit

of a Clothier General, whose duty must be the same, will super-

cede this act, so recently done, which would make our proceed-
ings rather exceptionable, and this is what we wish to avoid, for

the Council think with the Assembly that such an officer is neces-

sary, and have no other objection than what is above expressed.

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported the delivery of the above
message according to order. ,

The Doorkeeper informed the Chair that the House of As-
sembly were waiting to be admitted, and they were admitted
accordingly.

The Council and House of Assembly being met in the Council

Room to put in nomination three persons to be balloted for as

Justices of the Supreme Court, in the stead of William Killen,

John Cook, and John Evans, Esquires; a Chief Justice of the

Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court, in the room of

Thomas Tilton, and also a Commissary General of Prisoners for

the State, agreeable to the order of the day.



tC- rfloi io i io i*iOi^ f I *^.r>i -*i

boihuctl uvft ijjui^rforil ivv '-Vr? ;4vJ'<v<>i'iO(l fbi ,j«..C*

$rh j.J] noi^i'.qo 'iifi i‘Jti
;
.M ,enrit^. yi’Oo litwo s»rlf no** -

ifHi h'H .v'nnoq/n^^J ’{UiO i*r .-ilv' la in^/cUiuo^Mr.

"

‘^i/iV/AltiCl >gnid?ob io 'X'ljr.M h,bii|4*‘

qiiii bli'0(P ti -nno,.') 'jiil’i )i »ijiit''*;‘'' o in '1'

"^lo bfH' ,?^o.h 1o ;;:iM'J( 1 '•i‘Of.2 Hi
t

ai Iki ft' :.yiD "nMfiloD h )o- hituufHHKiiin oJj jr.jli /toinnio
**

i>rli in jnolvrnttnc'f: iii -yciWiPiUI ^wijoui ‘,.j«{UoH «hlJ

'\iyAio JjRfIt- ilivoi"'!oVI>^»Jnf(4l oJ an6w7-v
j

?)mxw“
'

;n»w o>#nFAi»fii -^.uwcUoi 3i|i rii ,n.oqu»'io.dV/
,

r !bjv;.io3 .iM '{d vUlrrt^tif' Yo o^rmH s»ij imr-* bnn

frohtijo-js .>iij no fioiJontjeno*^ v:>iho -n inc! x:>ij-) hjtmoO J/IT

• vf-/!n el).lt\(> 'Sffi !Gdi'»'/ -mc/^{ nt ,oiiii)l». edj

lo hhiR-'-n: i^-fiT*‘ *.& '*1 ,a'-rndl «i nnrlt ,nobn

io. tinned 5 rf < oiro Jxfq od 8triIob btin^fii.;'' >vo irovj^

Siil T|n^i'.i*qiT»oo V> ‘^ijoqiiiq ;oft idt voi5l>oJiI ra;f»ioclT

•i^vowori Lne j,!r*9rfng«»5? rnrA^afoCi 'H\i lOt yniiiiou \o j>4.ibxnq

5»d1 ot b3'iahbnco od vj>.in :fnf?rriM.Ioqqt,

5/’ji»«q.Tmoqqs »»'ll ,u.n fijisid&iqqn i>fif* Jon )\i r;^^n>.nd

irjv:/ odi 'jaodv/ 'itMfijof,.'' i> lo

Tuo odctii I'.-^uQ'A' rbidv/ , nob \'fJfivt>‘. I o>' d' -. ?n'i fib^o

h.>T ,biov^i ct xfci!?Vf :*/!«•'’/ ?i ?JHi pfjni

t’r' :n ?j nn rioUfe 5 Qfli t»:li %Uii-b L 'iiuoD

.bi>cii^'*r:qx^ tfyo‘Ji» id ii».r|w nob'ioido *»tSfo ^ m ovfiii bnr

ovodii O't) *it> oiij f.nir£('q;r.t ,^r.»wno Y
.vjJm.'* oi ‘^{xifyiiy/JV',

hA }q 'jmoU ?j..xi3 iffiidO s^dJ l^ormolm mpti.dncoU *hIX

hattiofbn a'xav/ {odJ bn* jfjoJJixnbn i^)-d oi g^.abur^^ ytdnioa

•iioflijrcO *4t torn xS»T‘-mA Iq bfuiJI.ooijot.) »dl‘

y.,.> lol bo-Kdi'Afi ol jtioi.tinuM'u>a ni ji:t.| oi m^>ii

,rn4!*^>i frtu»ni-W. .
brigp. ii \liuoO ^«0 Io

ooben\ febl'J «? .an-R'/jI mlo|^ ban /dooD (udo^

to »nooT ni ^xYuoO ‘exirdcpO bxixj !?.nori nommoO lO ntioD

iol e^ ionorfri^l 'iO' bnt^noD' c>?dx^ b'os am/fodT
. b'

.„
’>di 'to “Esb^o «d:J o1 rfkbino'i’jn ,

0 Jiii8 :dJ



286 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Ordered, That Messrs. Ridgely, Bryan, Kollock, Bassett, and
Hyatt be a committee to wait on his Excellency, the President,

and acquaint him that the General Assembly are now met in the

Council Room for the purpose of putting in nomination persons

who may be balloted for as Justices of the Supreme Court of this

State
;
a Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and Or-

phans’ Court, and a Commissary General of Prisoners, and re-

quest his attendance at the nomination, if he think proper.

The committee, being returned, reported that his Excellency,

the President, said that he would wait on the General Assembly
immediately.

The President attended in the General Assembly; then the

members proceeded to put in nomination divers persons to fill

the said offices, whose names were taken down for the considera-^

tion of the members of both Houses. The President then with-

drew. •

On motion,

Resolved, That the General Assembly now separate and meet
at 9 o’clock to-morrow morning, in the Council Room, to ballot .

for the said ofiicers out of the persons now put in nomination.

Then the House of Assembly withdrew.

The Council adjourned to 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, A. M., May 21st, 1778.

The Council met, and being informed that, by the going away
of divers members of the House of Assembly, a sufficient num-
ber were not in town to form a House, and no prospect of their

attendance before Monday next, the Speaker of the Council ap-

plied for leave of absence for ten days, and it is granted to him.

Then the Council adjourned to 10 o’clock on Tuesday morning

next.
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Tuesday, A. M., May 26th, 1778.

A sufficient number to compose a House not attending, the

Council adjourned from day to day until Friday, the 29th of the

same instant.

Friday, A. M., May 29th, 1778.

The Council met, and being informed that a sufficient number 1

of members of the House of the Assembly were not in town, and
that it was uncertain when they might be expected, adjourned .till

Wednesday, the first day of July next. *
, .

t





MINUTES OF COUNCIL

JUNE, 1778.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

CALLED SESSION, JUNE, 1778.

- \

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, in the

County of Kent, by a special order of the President, on Wednes-
day, the seventeenth day of June, Anno Domini 1778, a sufficient

number of the members to form a House not attending, the

Council adjourned from day to day until Friday, the 19th instant. •

Friday, June 19th, 1778.

The following members appeared in the Council, viz :

For New Castle Nicholas Vandyke, Peter Hyatt.

For Kent County—Richard Bassett, John Baning.

For Sussex County—^John Jones, John Clowes, William Con-
well.

George Read, Esquire, Speaker of the Council, not attending,

the Council proceeded to the choice of a Speaker pro teynpore,

and Nicholas Vandyke, Esquire, was unanimously chosen. The
Speaker took the Chair.
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Mr. L^wis, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following verbal

message from the House of Assembly to the Council, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“The sudden separation of the House of Assembly previous
“to the time appointed by the General Assembly at their last

“sitting for the election of Justices of the Supreme Court, a

“Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans*
“Court for the County of Kent, and a Commissary General of
“ Prisoners, prevented the appointment of those officers

;
yet, as

‘

' a nomination of persons qualified to fill said offices has been
“already made, and the public welfare demanding their ap-
“ pointment speedily, this House propose to meet the honora-
“ ble Council to-morrow morning at ro o’clock, in the Council
“ Chamber, to ballot for the said officers.”

Whereupon the following verbal message from the Council to
the House of Assembly, in answer to the above, was drawn up
at the table :

Gentleinen

:

The Council, taking into consideration the proposition made
by the Plouse of Assembly, in their verbal message of this day,

to meet to-morrow morning at ten o’clock, in the Council Cham-
ber, to ballot for Justices of the Supreme Court, a Chief Justice

of the Cdurt of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court in the Coun-
ty of Kent, and a Commissary General of Prisoners for the State,

do agree to the same.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the concurrence of the Council to their proposition aforesaid.

Ordered, That Mr. Jones and Mr. Bassett be a committee to

wait on his Excellency, the President, and acquaint him that the

Council are now sitting and are ready to receive any business

which he may have to lay before them.

On motion, by order.

The bill for regulating the fees of divers civil officers, &c., was
read the second time and deferred for consideration until to-

morrow.

Adjourned to 9 o’clock to-morrow.



jiov!uoo 'Hi r no y.MTUvi’ i.pC

iiid' tloivKitl.:; -ri. tiuD fm3vil>l> bnc bslKmb':

,<?iv/^wl ,tM

^..ai-.fiM vi-fix^xa/' >(» yiooH »ilJ "to Boilswq^ nvW>«« •*'''>“'

1 : rvi.to-^.A im«?p -mh x<!

«lZ’V «:»«!..?. -..b V» hShU..:! V, r.mr.-J-.- «
.

'ofirricnO bqii i‘.‘-’i'i rtoKiirn«J V-> tu .iJ s.i) I'. 9'<i)?i!l
-'‘•k ..

•
a.' -jv .«oili to «»mlnio<n<! a* (aJ iovsKi .a.amwri .

-'•vto CS3 .rfio btia Kit 05 b--?.;!.-,.-;: wiwnati to^ «otlBii«TOn *

f -V niuba^xf
o Ohw 5.to . »•'

' Kismloio.,"

fr in.o') -»* s: iioolo'ic. OJ •»: ^moium wcno.«-ol ininioJvki

!
^ '

••,i5^.,x)35o bw. axil i.ft lo’bto os .laAiir^riJ

Of lbn»o5 arfJ mo" Indw/ ^,nwol!oi sell

,
r.u r.Winb SRW ,ovo.!i: art* o5 -law^oe lo ,xl>bixo«./,

'• sbitm aoisW'-‘-t ori; ncMifl-.obm.oo;
4'u v<l

./xh s.ii(t to sob:-?'5.ii tooitsv oi'SiU «' .ylo.'fiuaaA. lo jauou ..tu v*i

:4mO Lnuo^ o-i to vototom,j«V~^ iae«. o

sob.-xul touD vx .rtooO aK-o.^ua aiil \

5
** «'•» *"

,‘a;i'4o:;-.li !a,b o, Ihmxo3a"5toaono-noaooaa.b.l«w

-.5 aaSibonKV. s sd 5!'->8<xUi .sM bu« *3fo!. .-if/! .SkHI .W-xob-xO

i'‘x<xupov. b«>, ,tnaMa.>.T o,!s ,-.(a»auaoxH a»! no Ji«v

o1 vbr^"! br.L ’^/on 3»tr,

^ ^
. -.maill (i?l oi >rl rloifiw

{d ,,ioiii.‘iit ttO

,.-r& .aiaofflo livb xiovib lo etmt odi '^ni-'i.jnu'n sol ''y
^

Of !hw= fioliKtabiaiio-J to* bonatab biw awo Ltwaa.x

.v/o'noni*'0^ ^ oJ bofiiwo^ibA



THE DELAWARE STATE, I 778. 293

Saturday, A. M., June 20th, 1778.

The Council met. All present as on yesterday.

Mr. Convvell now reported that he had waited on the House of
Assembly according to the order of yesterday.

The committee appointed to wait on his Excellency, the Pre-

sident, now reported that they had delivered the message com- 1

mined to them, according to the order of yesterday, when the
|

President was pleased, in answer, to say that he had no particular
1

business to lay before the Council, but strongly recommended to
|

them the finishing of the business which was left undone at their
‘

last sitting
;
and added that if any papers which concerned the 1

public should come to his hands whilst the Council were ‘sitting !

he would immediately lay them before the Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning wait on the House of Assembly
and inform them that the Council are now sitting and are ready
to receive them for the purpose of balloting for Justices of ihe
Supreme Court, a Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas

and Orphans’ Court in Kent County, and a Commissary General
of P«risoners for the State, out of the persons before put in nomi-
nation.

Mr. Baning, being returned, reported the delivery of the above
message according to order.

The House of Assembly now attended for the purpose of bal-

loting for the said officers, and were admitted.

Ordered, That Messrs. Jones, Clowes, Stout, Bryan, and Hall

be a committee to wait on his Excellency, the President, and ac-

quaint him that the General Assembly are now met in the Council
Chamber for the purpose of balloting for Justices of the Supreme
Court, a Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and Or-
phans’ Court for the County of Kent, and a Commissary Gen-
eral of Prisoners for this State, and request his attendance, if he
choose to be present, at the balloting.

The committee, being returned, reported that they had waited
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!

i

on his Excellency, the President, with the above message, when
he was pleased to say that he would attend the General Assembly
immediately.

The President attended in the General Assembly
;
then the

President and General Assembly proceeded to the choice of the

said officers severally, by joint ballot, and the box containing the

ballots being examined by the Speaker of each House, in the

presence of the President and the members thereof, it appeared
that

—

William Killen, Esq., was duly elected Chief Justice of. the

Supreme Court for this State
;

David Finney, Esq., was duly elected second Justice of the

said Court
;
and

John Jones, Esq., was duly elected third Justice of the said'

Court

;

Thomas Rodney, Esq., was duly elected Chief Justice of the

Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of

Kent
;
and

George Craghead, Esq., was duly elected Commissary General

of Prisoners for this State.

On motion, agreed that the General Assembly now separate.

Then ^he President and the House of Assembly withdrew, and
the Council adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and took into consideration the bill for regu-

lating the fees of the civil officers, &c.
,
and after some time spent

therein, thereupon

Resolved, That the said bill be referred to a committee of two

to examine and rejjort thereon on Monday next.

The members chosen : Mr. Jones and Mr. Clowes.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock on Monday next.

(
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Monday, A. M., June 22d, 1778.

The Council met. All present as on Saturday, and also Mr.
Hyatt.

The committee to whom was referred the bill for regulating the

fees of the civil officers, &c., now delivered in their report at the

table, which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

\

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and took into consideration the report of the

committee on the bill for regulating the fees, &c., and some
amendments being agreed to, the same was deferred for further

consideration till to-morrow.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, A. M., June 23d, 1778.

The Council met. All present as on yesterday.

The Council now resumed the consideration of the amend-
ments reported to the bill for regulating the fees, &c., by the

committee, and after sundry debates, the question being put,

whether the allowance of the members of the General Assem-
bly, the Clerks of the two Houses, and the members of the Privy

Council, for their attendance, should be a fixed sum, or, whether
their expenses should be paid by the public, the Council were
equally divided.

I
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On motion of Mr. Bassett, that the yeas and nays on the said

question be entered on the minutes, the same were ordered, and
are as follow, to wit :

For the affirmative— Mr. Bassett, Mr. Baning, Mr. Hyatt.

For the negative—Mr. Jones, Mr. Clowes, Mr. Conwell.

And thereupon the Speaker gave the casting vote in the nega-
tive.

Mr. Patterson, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill for a free

pardon, &c.
,
with a paper of amendments proposed thereto by

the House of Assembly.

The same member delivered to the Chair a resolution of the

House of Assembly for the appointment of committees for set-^

tling the Loan Office accounts, and also a resolution to adjourn
on Thursday next.

The Council now proceeded in the consideration of the bill for

regulating the fees, &c.
,
and the amendments reported thereto,

and after some time spent therein the same was postponed until

the afternoon for further consideration.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

N

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The Council again proceeded in the consideration of the bill

for regulating the fees, &c., and the amendments reported there-

to by the committee, and the said amendments were all acceded

to, and ordered to be transcribed and sent therewith to the House
of Assembly for their concurrence.

Mr. Molleston, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair a bill entitled “An
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act for aiding the discontinuance of the process in the Supreme
Court of this State.”

On motion, by order, the said bill was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time and agreed
to by the Council.

Orderedy That Mr. Conwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the bill for regulating the fees of divers civil officers, &c.,
and the amendments proposed thereto by the Council

;
and also

return the bill for aiding the discontinuance of the process in the

Supreme Court of this State, agreed to by the Council.

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported that he had waited on, i

the House of Assembly with the aforesaid papers according to
'

order.
\

j

Mr. Craghead, a member of the House of Assembly^ attend-
|

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the bill to enable

Charles Pope, his heirs, executors or administrators, to erect a

bridge over Duck Creek, with the amendments proposed thereto

by the Council
;
and also the following message from the House

of Assembly to the Council relative to the said amendment^, to

wit :
• •

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

^‘‘The House of Assembly have taken into consideration the

“amendments proposed by your honorable House to the bill to

“enable Charles Pope, his heirs, executors or administrators, to >

“ erect a bridge over Duck Creek, and have acceded to the first. .

“Your second amendment this House have not agreed to, be-
“ cause they conceive it would be a particular hardship upon the

“said Charles Pope to oblige him to lay out a road, at least a

“mile through his lands, without receiving any compensation by
“way of damages, as they apprehend that the bridge intended

“to be erected by him will be of public utility. The Assembly
“therefore flatter themselves that the honorable Council, upon a

“reconsideration of the said amendments, will recede therefrom.

“ Signed by order of the House,

“ Dover, June 22, 1778.

Which, by order, was read.

38

SAM. WEST, Speaker."
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On motion, by order, the resolution of the House of Assembly
for the appointment of committees for settling the Loan Office

accounts, was read the first time.

On motion, by order, the resolution of the House of Assembly
respecting an adjournment, was read the first time.

The Council now took into consideration the amendments pro-

posed by the House of Assembly to the bill for a free pardon, &c.,

and after some time spent therein the same was postponed until

to-morrow.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, A. M., June 24th, 1778.

The Council met. All present as on yesterday, except Mr.

«

Bassett, who is sick.

The Council resumed the consideration of the amendments
proposed by the House of Assembly to the bill for a free pardon,

&c., and the same being severally acceded to, a further amend-
ment to the said bill was proposed by the Council, agreed to, and
ordered to be transcribed and sent to the House of Assembly.

The Council, taking into a reconsideration the second amend-
ment proposed by them to the bill to enable Charles Pope, his

heirs, executors, &c., to erect a bridge over Duck Creek, and
disagreed to by the House of Assembly, do recede therefrom.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning wait on the House of Assembly
with the foregoing bill and its amendments and inform them
that the Council had receded from their second amendment.

Mr. Baning, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly, according to order, with the aforesaid

papers.

On motion, by order.
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The resolution of the House of Assembly for the appointment
of committees to settle the Loan Office Accounts, was read the
second time and concurred in, and is as follows, viz

:

“The House, taking into consideration that part of the mes-
“sage from the Council of the 14th of May last, objecting to the

“resolution of this House, of the ist of the same month, for the

“appointment of committees for settling the accounts of the

“General Loan Office, concurred therein, and thereupon

Resolved, That David Finney and John Thompson, Esq’rs,

“be appointed, on the part of this House, a committee for the

“County of New Castle; William Killen and James Sy^ces,

“Esquires, a committee for the County of Kent; and William
“ Peery and John Clowes, Esquires, a committee for the County
“of Sussex, for the purpose of settling and adjusting the accounts
“of the respective Loan Offices and Military Treasurers within

“this State, and also the accounts of a Committee of Safety,

“formerly for the County of Sussex, agreeable to two resolu-

“tions of this House of the aforesaid ist of May.

And thereupon the Council, on their part, have nominated
Samuel Patterson, Esquire, for the County of New Castle; Elea-

zar McComb, Ciciuloman, for the County of Kent
;
and Josejdi

Hazzard, Gentleman, for the County of Sussex, in addition to

the number chosen by the House of Assembly, for the purpose
aforesaid.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return to the House of Assembly
the foregoing resolution, with the concurrence and appointment
of the Council thereto.

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock^ P. M.

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, P. M., June 21st, 1778.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“^Sent for concurrence,

JAS. BOOTH,
CVk of AsseviblyR
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Derrickson, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the Fee Bill, with

the amendments proposed thereto by the Council, severally ac-

ceded to by the House of Assembly, except that part of the first

which relates to the allowance to the Justices of the Courts of

Common Pleas, &c., and an additional clause, proposed by way
of amendment to the said bill by the House of Assembly, ac-

companied with a message from that House to the Council rela-

tive to the same.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of

the House of Assembly for filling up the blanks, left for the com-
missioners’ names, in the bill for a free pardon, &c.

On motion, by order, the message relative the amendments-
proposed by each House to the Fee Bill, was read the first time,

and is as follows, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

‘
‘ The Assembly have taken into consideration the amend-

“ ments proposed by your honorable House to the bill for regu-

“latingand establishing the Fees of divers Civil Officers of this

“Slate, and for other purposes therein mentioned, and have
“agreetl to all the said amendments except that part of the first

“which makes the fees allowed to the Justices of the Courts of
“ Common Pleas and Orphans’ Courts and the Registers for

“ the Probate of Wills double the sums allowed the said Justices

“and Registers by an act of Assembly of thfe State, passed the

“third day of November, one thousand seven hundred and sev-
“ enty, entitled ‘An act for regulating and establishing Fees,’

“which they have rejected, because they conceive the salaries

“the said Justices, by an act of Assembly of this State, passed

“the twenty-second day of February, one thousand seven hun-

“dred and seventy-seven, when added to the sums allowed by
‘

‘ the first recited act, will make ample provision for defraying

'5
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“the expenses incurred by the said Justices while attending the
“business cognizable before their Courts, and because they con-
“ceive the office of Register for the Probate of Wills is a lucra-

“tivc post, and the execution thereof not necessarily attended
“ with any great expense.

‘
‘ The Assembly have also added another clause to the bill for

“defraying the expenses incurred by the Justices of the Supreme
“ Court during the sitting thereof, and for allowing them fees for

“services by them to be done, for which no provision hath here-
“ tofore been made, which they flatter themselves will be acceded
“to by your honorable House.

“ Signed by order of the House,

“Dover, June 24, 1778. SAM. WEST, Speaker*'

On motion, by order, '

The resolution of the House of Assembly for filling up the

blanks, left for the commissioners’ names, in the bill for a free

pardon, &c., was read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, P. M., June 24, 1778**

“ On motion.

Resolved, That the blanks, left for the names of the commis-
“sioners, in the bill entitled ‘An act of free pardon and oblivion,

“and for other purposes therein mentioned,* be filled up as fol-
‘

‘ lows, viz :

“ For New Castle County—William M. Clay, Gentleman.
“For Kent County—The Honorable Samuel West, Esquire.

“P'or Sussex County—Levin Derrickson, Esquire.

‘
‘ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, CVk of Assembly:*

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.
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Thursday, A. M., June 25th, 1778.

The Council met. All present as on yesterday.

On motion, by order, the message from the House of Assem-
bly to the Council of yesterday was read a second time

;
where-

upon the following answer was drawn up at the table, read and
agreed to, to wit

:

Gentlemen

:

The Council have taken your message of yesterday, relative tb

the amendments proposed by Council to the bill entitled “An
act for regulating and establishing the Fees of divers Civil Ofti-

cers, &c.,“ and the amendments proposed by your honorable
House to said bill, into consideration, and have receded from
their first amendment, proposing to strike out all the words of

the clause in the second page of the aforesaid bill which follow/

the word [the] in the 3d line next before the w'ord [Justices],*

and agree that they shall stand after the other words by Council

proposed to be added to that exception.

We have also agreed to your proposed amendment with the

following alterations, to wit : Dele the words [said act for es-

tablishing fees] and insert [by the laws of this State]
;
also add

the words [and Court of Oyer and Terminer and General Goal
Delivery] after the word [Court] in the fourth line of said

amendments. Dele the word [Supreme], in the third line of the

enacting clause, and add the letter [s] to the next word. Dele

the words [the State], in the line next following, and insert these

words :
[by the respective counties where the said Courts shall

be held]. Dele the words [above-recited act] and insert [by

the laws of the State]. Dele the word [the] and insert the

word [suchj
;
and also tide the words [in which they respec-

tively reside].

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the above message, and return the bill for regulating the

fees, &c., with its amendments.
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Mr. Con well, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly with the said papers according to order.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt wait on the House of Assembly with
the bill for a free pardon, &c., and its amendments, and inform
them that the Council have agreed to the amendments proposed
by them to the said bill, and have also proposed a further paper
of amendments to the same.

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported that he had delivered the

same according to order.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

\

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council* met. «

Mr. Clark, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,was
admitted and returned the bill for a free pardon, with the amend-
ments proposed to the same by the Council acceded to by the

House of Assembly.

The same member delivered to the Chair “A bill to prevent

the exportation of provisions from this State beyond the seas.”

On motion, the pardon bill was read and passed the Council,

and thereupon

Ordered, That the bill for a free pardon be engrossed.

On motion, by order, the bill to prevent the exportation of

provisions, &c.
,
was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time and passed

the Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return the same to the House
of Assembly, and inform them that the Council have agreed
thereto.
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Mr. Convvell reported that he had returned the said bill accord-
ing to order.

Mr. Derrickson, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the following verbal

message from the House of Assembly to the Council, viz :

“The House of Assembly finding they cannot, this evening,
“finish the business before them, have agreed to postpone the

“adjournment of the General Assembly until to-morrow after-

“noon.”

Adjourned to lo o’clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, A. M., June 26th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday*.

The bill for a free pardon, &c., being engrossed, was read and
compared, and ordered to be sent by Mr. Clowes to the House
of Assembly for comparison, and to be signed by the Speaker of

that House, together with the resolution for filling up the blanks

left for the names of the commissioners in the said bill, in which
the Council had concurred.

Mr. Clowes, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly with the said papers according to order.

Mr. Ridgely, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the several bills passed

this session, severally signed by the Speaker of the House of As-
sembly, together with the amendments to each, and a resolution

of that House for affixing the Great Seal to the said bills.

The same member also delivered the resolutions of the House
of Assembly for procuring the records and public papers of this

State, and lastly the resolutions of Assembly of the 25th June,

1778.
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On motion, by order, the resolution of the House of Assem-
bly for affixing the Great Seal to the several bills passed this

session was read and concurred in, and is in these words, viz

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, A. M., June 26th, 1778.

“ On motion.

Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

“ the Great Seal of this State to the following bills, to wit

:

“ I. ‘An act of free pardon and oblivion, and for other pur-
“ poses therein mentioned

“2. ‘An act to prevent the exportation of provisions from
“this State beyond the seas

^

“3. ‘An act for aiding the discontinuance of the process in

“the Supreme Court of this State •

“4. ‘An act for regulating and establishing the fees of divers

“civil officers of this State, and for other purposes therein men-
“ tioned

“5. ‘An act to enable Charles Pope, of the County of Kent,
“his heirs, executors or administrators, to erect a bridge over
“Duck Creek.’

“

On motion, by order, the resolutions of the House of Assem-
bly for procuring the records and public papers of this State were
read and concurred in, and follow in these words, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, A. M., June 26, 1778.

“Whereas the records and public papers of this State and
“the County of New Castle have fallen into the hands of the

“British troops, lately in the City of Philadelphia, in the Prov-
“ince of Pennsylvania, and may yet remain there; in order,

“therefore, to recover the same, if possible,

''Resolved, That the President of this State be empowered to

“appoint a proper person or persons to go to said city for the

“purpose aforesaid, to make inquiry for and demand and receive

“and secure such records and public papers from any person or

“persons in whose hands or possession the same, or any of them,

39
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“may be, and this House will defray all expenses that may be
“necessarily incurred in said business.

'*And whereas this House stands well informed that George
“Stephenson, Estjuire, formerly a Surveyor in the Counties of
“ New Castle and Kent, and now an inhabitant of Pennsylvania,
“hath in his poss(.‘Ssion many original warrants and other papers
“concerning the rights to land in this State,

''Resolved, That the President be desired to appoint some
“proper person to go to and demand and receive of the said

“George Stephenson all warrants and other papers concerning
“the titles of land, or other public papers belonging to this

“State, that may be in his possession; and that he cause the

“same papers, wlien received, to be safely lodged in the Re-
“ corder’s Office of Kent County till the General Assembly shall,
‘

‘ otherwise direct.

"Resolved, That the President be empowered to draw upon
“the Trustee of the Loan Office in any county of this State for

“such sum or sums of money as may be necessary for this ser-

“vice, and this House will devise ways and means to replace the

“same.”

On motion, by order.

The resolutions of the Assembly of the 25th June, 1778, were
read and concurred in, and are as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Thursday, A. M., June 25th, 1778.

“ On motion,

"Resolved, That his Excellency, the President, be empowered
‘

‘ and requested to give the necessary orders for the payment of

“the debts due to the Militia of this State, according to the re-

“ solves of the General Assembly thereof.

“That he draw out of the Loan Offices of this State, or any
“of them, such sums of money as may be necessary for carrying

“into execution a resolve of the General Assembly empowering
“his Excellency to procure arms and ammunition and to employ
“an armourer, and this House will devise ways and means for

“replacing the same.
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“That a transcript of the appointment by the General As-
“sembly of a Commissary General of Prisoners for this State be
“made out for the said Commissary, and signed by the Speakers
“of both Houses, and that the President be empowered to pay
“into the hands of the said Commissary General such sum or
“sums of money as he may want for the purchasing provisions
“for the use of prisoners and for defraying the expense of the
“same out of any money that may be in any of the Loan Offices

“in this State not yet appropriated.”

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

\

Eodem Die, P. M.
|

i

The Council met.
'

Ordered, That the several bills passed this session be mow^
|

signed by the Speaker of the Council.
j

Which was done accordingly
;
and thereupon the Council, on

'

their part, do appoint Mr. Jones and Mr. Clowes to be a commit- i

tee, to join with a committee of the House of Assembly, to wait

on his Excellency, the President, with the said bills and see him ;

affix the Great Seal thereto.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes return the said bills and the three .

last mentioned resolutions, severally signed by the Speaker of the
,

Council, to the House of Assembly, and inform them of the ap-

pointment aforesaid. :

Mr. Clowes, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly with the papers committed to him, and
informed them of the appointment aforesaid, according to order.

Mr. Craghead, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and informed the Chair that the House of As-
sembly had acceded to their appointment, and have named, on
the part of the House of Assembly, Messrs. Patterson, Ridgely,
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and Hall to join the said committee of Council for the purpose
aforesaid.

The committee, being returned, reported that they had waited
on his Excellency, agreeable to order, and that he affixed the

Great Seal of this State to the laws in their presence.

Mr. Waples, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a resolution of that House
empowering the President to draw for monies allowed by the Gen-
eral Assembly, witli an account for services done by James Booth,
Esquire, as Secretary, amounting to ;^54 14:0.

On motion, by order, the foregoing resolution was read and
concurred in, and follows in these words, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, P. M., June 26th, 1778.^

“ On motion,

"'‘Resolved, That the President or Commander-in-Chief be erti-

“ powered to draw out of the Loan Offices of this State, or any
“of them, such sum or sums of money as have been agreed by
“the General Assembly to be due to any person or persons for

“services rendered this State.

“ On motion, by order, the account of James Booth, Esquire,
“ for services done as Secretary, was read and allowed.”

Ordered, That the foregoing resolution, with the concurrence
of the Council thereto, and the said account, be returned to the

House of Assembly by Mr. —

.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery of the same ac-

cording to order.

The Council allowed the following accounts, brought in at this

sitting, for services rendered the State, viz :

L X. d.

To Mr. French Battell, for the expenses incurred by
the members of the Council, as per account filed, 1018 o o

To George Read, Esq., . . for mileage, &c., ... 21 17 9

Carried over, . • ;£io39 17 9
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Brought over, 17 9
To Thomas Collins, Esq., “ i i

14 3 9
To Nicholas Vandyke, Esq.,

“ ( k

. 24 17
To Richard Bassett, Esq.,

“ ( i

• 13 15 9
To John Bailing, Esq.,

“ i (

• 13 15 9
To William Conwell, Esq.,

“ t (

16 I 4
To John Clowes, Esq.,

“ i i

• 43 5 0
To Peter Hyatt, Esq., “ (

i

. 18 12 0
To John Jones, Esq.. “

• 39 I I

To Benjamin Vimng, Esq., Clerk of the Council, . • 32 12 6

To John Smithc IS, Doorkeeper, . 0 0

;({^I268 2 o

Resolved^ That an order be drawn and signed by the Speaker
for the payment of the said sum of ^21 : 17 ; 9 to George Read,
Esq., on the Trustee of the Loan Office of New Castle Coflnty,

and that orders be drawn and signed by the Speaker on the

respective Trustees of the Loan Offices of Kent and Sussex
Counties for the payment of the remaining sums.

Whereupon the said orders were drawn and signed by the

Speaker.

Then the Council adjourned to the loth day of August next,

to meet at the Town of Dover.

In a note to the above the Clerk says :
“ N. B.—The General Assembly did not meet again

this year, notwithstanding their adjournment." From what follows it may be inferred that the

allusion is to the ollici d year, the time for convening the General Assembly being the third

Monday in October.
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL.

OCTOBER, 1778.





VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, in the

County of Kent, on Monday, the nineteenth day of October,
Anno Domini one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight,

a sufficient number of members to compose a House not attend-

ing, the Council adjourned from day to day until Wednesday,
the 28th day of October, 1778,

Wednesday, A. M., October 28th, 1778.

The following members appeared in the Council, viz :

For New Castle County—Peter Hyatt.

For Kent County—Thomas Collins, Richard Bassett.

For Sussex County—^John Clowes.

The return of the Sherifl' and Inspectors for the County of New
Castle of the election of a Councillor to fill the seat of Nicholas

Vandyke, Esq., which became vacant on the first day of October
last by rotation, being laid on the table, it appears that Samuel
Patterson, Esq., was elected a member of the Council for the

County of New Castle, in the room of the said Nicholas Van-
dyke, on the first day of this instant, October.

Mr. Patterson appeared in the Council.

The return of the Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of

Kent of the election of a Councillor being laid on the table, it

40

I
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appears that John Bailing, Esq., whose seat became vacant on
the first day of October last by rotation, was reelected a member
of the Council for the County of Kent, on the first day of this

instant, October.

Mr. Baning appeared in the Council.

The return of the Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of

Sussex of the election of a Councillor being laid on the table, it

appears that William Conwell, Esq., whose seat became vacant
on the first day of October last by rotation, was reelected a mem-
ber of the Council for the County of Sussex, on the first day of

this instant, October.

Mr. Conwell appeared in the Council.

And it also appears by the said return that the freeholders

and electors of the said county did elect, choose, nominate and
appoint William Polk, Escp, of said county, to represent t^e

freemen of the county aforesaid in the Legislative Council of the

Delaware State, in the room of John Jones, Esq., late a member
thereof, and whose seat is vacated by reason of the said John
Jones being appointed one of the Justices of the Supreme Court
for said State.

Mr. Polk appeared in the Council.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and proceeded to the choice of a Speaker,

and Thomas Collins, Esq., was unanimously chosen.

The Speaker in the Chair, Mr. Benjamin Vining was appointed

Clerk, and Benjamin Crooks Doorkeeper and Sergeant-at-Arms

to the Council.

Messrs. Patterson, Bailing and Conwell, three members cho.sen

at the last general election, took the oath and subscribed the de-

claration prescribed by the twenty-second article of the Constitu-
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tion of this State, and then took their seats in the Council. [See
note on page 10. ~\

Benjamin Vining appeared in the Council, took the oath and
subscribed the declaration prescribed by the 22d article of the
Constitution of this State, and also took the oath of office as
Clerk of the Council. [See note on page //.]

Upon the question, whether William Polk, Esquire, can be
admitted a legal member of the Council under the Sheriff’s re-

turn and the present Constitution or form of Government, there
having been no writ issued by the Speaker of the Council for the
election of a Councillor in the room of John Jqnes, Esq., whose

|

seat became vacant by the acceptance of an office, the Council
j

are ecjually divided.
j

On the motion of Mr. Bassett, that the yeas and nays Be en-
|

tered on the said question upon the minutes, they are as follows, I

to wit : 'I
For the affirmative—Mr. Clowes, Mr. Hyatt, Mr. Conwell.

|

For the 7iegative—Mr. Bassett, Mr. Baning, Mr. Patterson. !

And thereupon the Speaker gave the casting vote in the nega- i

tive. *

j

Mr. Peery, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a message from his Ex-
I

cellency, the President, to the Assembly, dated Oct. 23d, 1778,
|

and inclosing a letter from the President of Congress, dated loth

July, 1778, with three acts of Congress, one passed the 2d day
of Oct., 1778, for continuing the present embargo on provisions

until the last day of January, 1779, and for other purposes there-

in mentioned; a second, an act passed the 5th Oct., 1778, for.
'

exchanging, with Continental Currency, such local Bills of Credit

as have been received in the Loan Offices of each State respec-

tively
;
a third, an act passed the 12th of the same instant, for

encouraging true religion and good morals, and for the suppres-

sion of such entertainments as have a contrary tendency
;
which,

by order, were read the first time, and the said message follows

in these words, to wit :
*

* This message and sundry other documents, hereafter mentioned, do not ap-

pear in connection with the rough journal from which the proceedings of the
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The same member delivered to the Chair three petitions from
the County of Sussex, complaining of undue influence used at
the late election in that county, with a list of the witnesses who
are to be^ summoned to prove the facts alleged in the said peti-

tions, which, by order, were read the first time.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of
the House of Assembly for the sale of the barracks at Wilming-
ton, which, by order, was read the first time

;
and a resolution

of the House of Assembly empowering the President to draw
for monies agreed by the General Assembly to be due to divers
persons therein mentioned, which, by order, was read first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., October 29th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly empowering the Pre-

sident to draw for monies agreed by the General Assembly to be
due to the persons therein mentioned, was read a second time,

and an amendment was proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
! of Assembly for tlieir concurrence.

On motion, by order, the resolution of the House of Assembly,
for the sale of the barracks at Wilmington, was read a second
time and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

;

“In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, A. M., Oct. 28, 1778.

“ On motion of Captain John Lea,

Council, from Oct. 20 to Dec. 3d, 1778, inclusive, are copied. The completed

journal for that period was not found when these papers were collected.
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k

“That some person or persons be nominated and appointed to

“dispose of and sell the barracks now at the fort on Christiana

“Creek, for the use of the State, and make return thereof to the

“General Assembly, it being alleged that they are now unneces-
“sary for the use of said fort, and are exposed to be carried away
“and destroyed

;
thereupon

''Ordered, That Captain John Lea be and he is hereby em-
“ powered to make public sale of the said barracks, and that he
“make return of his proceedings in the premises to the General
“Assembly at their next meeting.”

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes return to the House of Assembly
the resolution for the sale of the barracks at Wilmington, con-

curred in by the Council
;
and also the resolution of the House

of Assembly empowering the President to draw for monips
agreed by the General Assembly to be due to the persons men-
tioned therein, with the amendments proposed thereto by the

Council.

Mr. Clowes, being returned, reported the delivery of the. said

papers according to order.

On motion, by order, the petitions from the County of Sussex,

complaining of undue influence used at the late election in that

county, were read the second time, and thereupon

Ordered, That Friday, the 30th day of this instant, be the day
assigned for hearing the said petitioners, and that summons issue

for the several persons whose names are returned to the Council

by the Assembly as witnesses, requiring their attendance to sup-

port said petitions, returnable the day aforesaid, and also that

notice of the day of said hearing be given to said petitioners by
the Sergeant-at-Arms.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Ordered, That the Speaker issue summons for John Plowman,
Luke Watson, Emanuel Dodd, Samuel Laverty, John Hooper,
Obadiah Smith, Jeremiah Cannon, Henry King, Levin Cannon,
Joshua Obeer, Robert Cannon, George Polk, John Laws, and
William Watson, all of the County of Sussex, to appear before

the Council on Friday, the 30th instant, then and there to testify,

and declare all such matters and things as they know concerning
the petitions complaining of undue influence used at the electioij

held on the ist day of October last at Lewes-town, in Sussex
County aforesaid

;
and that notice of the day of hearing be gWen

to John Wiltbank, Thomas Evans, John Laws, and Isaac Smith,

Esquires, four of the said petitioners, agreeable to the aforesaid

order.

Summons were accordingly issued, returnable on Friday, the/

30th instant, and notice given to the said petitioners.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Friday, A. M., October 30th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The Sergeant-at-Arms now made his return of the said sum-
mons, which, by order, was read, and thereupon, on motion.

Resolved, That the said petitioners, John Wiltbank, Thomas
Evans, John Laws, and Isaac Smith, Esquires, be admitted into

the Council Chamber, to hear the testimony adduced in support

of the said petitions.

On motion,
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Resolved also, That the door of the Council Chamber be
opened

;
and they were opened accordingly.

The Council then took into their deliberation what mode of

taking the examination of the said witnesses would be the most
expeditious, and, after some time spent therein, came to the fol-

lowing resolution, viz :

Resolved, That, for the dispatch of business and saving of

time, the testimony be delivered ore terms.

Then the said witnesses were produced before the Council and
severally examined, and, being examined, were discharged.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., Oct. 31st, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The Council resumed the consideration of the petitions from
the County of Sussex, complaining of undue influence used at

the late election in that county, and, after hearing the petitioners

and witnesses adduced to support the complaint,

Resolved, 'I'hat there was no undue influence used at the said

election, and that the aforesaid petitions are groundless and with-

out the least foundation.

Mr. Peery, a nvember from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair two resolutions of the

House of Assembly, the one a resolution for the appointment ot

a Committee for Public Accounts, the other a resolution for the

appointment of a Committee of Claims on Forfeited Estates, &c.

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly for the appointment
of a Committee of Claims on Forfeited Estates, &c., was read the

first time.
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By special order the same was read the second time and con-
curred in, and is as follows, viz :

*

And thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed on the part

of the Council to join with the committee of the House of As-
sembly.

And, on motion, Messrs. Patterson and Hyatt are appointed
for this purpose.

On motion, by order,

The resolution for the appointment of a Committee for Public
Accounts was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time and con-
curred in, and is as follows, viz :

*

And thereupon
*

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed on the part

of the Council to join with the committee of the House of As-
sembly.

And, on motion, Messrs. Baning and Hyatt are appointed a

committee for this purpose.

Dr. Hall, a member from the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a message from his Ex-
cellency, the President, to the House of Assembly, dated October
29th, 1778, which, by order, was read and follows in these words,

viz :

The same member also delivered to the Chair a joint resolution

of both Houses, in June last, empowering the President to ap-

point one or more persons to go to Philadelphia in quest of the

records and public papers of this State captured by the enemy in

September, 1777, with the President’s appointment of General
Patterson for this service, and also General Patterson’s account
of expenses incurred in procuring the said papers, with lists of

and receipts for the same from the different officers in New
Castle County, to whom they were delivered, which, by order,

were severally read.
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iil The same member also delivered to the Chair a joint resolution

of both Houses, in June last, for procuring public records from
Geo. Stevenson, Esq., with the President’s appointment of Wil-
liam Manlove for this service, Manlove’s account of expenses in

procuring the same, and Geo. Stevenson’s receipt for money paid
nim by William Manlove for the safe keeping of the said papers,

which, by order, were severally read.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of
the House of Assembly for allowances to General Patterson and
William Manlove for their services and expenses in procuring
public papers, which, by order, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time and con-

curred in, and is in these words, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, A. M., Oct. 30, 17^78.

“The House of Assembly took into consideration the account
“of Samuel Patterson, Esq., for cash paid by him for procuring
“part of the public papers of this State and of the County of

“New Castle, and for his expenses at Philadelphia during that

“service, amounting to ;^io2 : 16 : 6, and the same was allowed

“by the House.

“Mr. Speaker laid before the House of Assembly an account
of William Manlove, who was appointed by the President, in

pursuance of joint resolutions of both Houses made in June
last, to demand and receive of George Stevenson, Esquire, all

public papers concerning the title of lands in this State, for

cash paid to the said Stevenson for those papers, the sum of

^50, and for his expenses in going to Lancaster and Carlisle,

m Pennsylvania, in the execution of that service, ^^50. The
House, taking the said account into consideration, allowed the

said sum of one hundred pounds to the aforesaid William
Manlove.

“Extract, &c. J. B.'

Mr. Waples, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair a commission of

Alex. Stewart as 2d Lieutenant of the Delaware Regiment, with

his resignation of the same endorsed thereon, and his petition to

41
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the General Assembly, praying to be reimbursed his expenses
necessarily incurred while he was a prisoner on Long Island.

,
The same member also delivered to the Chair the report of the

committee of the House of Assembly, to whom the said petition

was referred.

On motion, by order, >

The commission of Alex. Stewart and his resignation thereof,

together with his petition and the report of the committee to

whom the said petition was referred, were read the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clocl^, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Ordered^ That Mr. Conwell return to the House of Assembly
the resolution for tlie appointment of Committees for Public Ac-
counts, and also the resolution for the appointment of Committees
of Claims on Forfeited Estates, with the appointment and concur-

rence of the Council thereto.

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported the delivery of the same
according to order.

Ordered, That Mr. Bailing return to the House of Assembly
the President’s message and the joint resolutions for procuring

the public records, together with the appointments by virtue of

these resolutions
;
General Patterson’s account and the list of

the papers and receipts of the officers for the same
;
and also the

resolution for the allowances to General Patterson and William

Manlove, concurred in by ihe Council.

Mr. Baning, being returned, reported the delivery of the said

papers according to order.
,

The commission of Alex. .Stewart, and his resignation indorsed

thereon, were, by order, read the second time, likewise the peti-
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tion of the said Alex. Stewart, and the report of the committee
of the House of Assembly, to whom the said petition was re-

ferred, were, by order, read a second time, and the report con-

curred in by the Council, and follows in these words, to wit

:

“The committee to whom was referred the petition of Alex-
ander Stewart, setting forth that he had been captivated by
the enemy at the battle of Long Island on the 27th day of

August, 1776, and that he had been detained as a prisoner of

war until exchanged, during which time he had been under
the necessity of expending considerable sums of money for his

subsistence, as no provision had at that time been made for-

American prisoners, and for part of which he is still indebted,

beg leave to report—That they examined the said Alexander
Stewart respecting the monies by him expended for subsis-

tence during the time of his captivity, and are of opinion that'

he ought to be allowed the sum of ;^i30 to reimburse him for

necessary expenses while he was detained a prisoner.”

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt return to the House of Assembly
the commission and petition of Alexander Stewart, with the re-

port of the committee of the House of Assembly, concurred in

by the Council.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

Monday, A. M., November 2d, 1778.

The Council met and adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

1
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday,
except Mr. Bassett.

Mr. Craghead, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-

ing at the door, was admitted and delivered to the Cnair a bill

entitled “An act to continue an act entitled ‘An act to prevent
the exportation of provisions from this State beyond the seas.’

’’

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of

the House of Assembly empowering the President to draw for

six thousand dollars, &c.
\

Mr. Speaker laid on the table a petition, signed by sundry ^in-

habitants of this State, praying the aid of the Legislature in es-

tablishing and increasing the wages of waggoners, which, by or-

der, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., Nov. 3d, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The resolution of the House of Assembly empowering the Pre-

sident to draw for six thousand dollars, &c., was, by order, read

and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :
*

The Council being informed that, by the non-attendance ofsome
and the going away of others of the members of the House of As-

sembly, a sufficient number were not in town to form a House, and
no prospect of their attendance until convened by special order of

the President, thereupon

* See note on page 315.
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Resolved to adjourn until the first Monday in January next.

Resolved also, That it be recommended to the President that*

he call the General Assembly on the first Monday in January
next, if the exigency of affairs may not make it necessary to con-

vene the General Assembly sooner.

Ordered, That a copy of the above resolution be delivered by
the Clerk to the President.

>"

I'

fy-
m

Then the Council adjourned till the first Monday in January
next.

%
P
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL.

NOVEMBER, 1778.





VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

CALLED SESSION, NOVEMBER, 1778.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, ki the

County of Kent, by a special order of the President, on Mon-
day, the twenty-third day of November, Anno Domini 1778, a

quorum of the members not attending, the Council adjourned
from day to day until Wednesday, the 2d day of December,
1778.

Wednesday, P. M., December 2d, 1778.

The Council met. Present the following members, viz :

For New Castle Coimty—George Read, Samuel Patterson.

For Kent County—Thomas Collins, Richard Bassett, John
Baning.

For Sussex County—^John Clowes.

On motion

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed to wait on
his Excellency, the President, to inform him that a sufficient

number of the members of the Council have met to make a

House and reciuest that his Excellency would be pleased to order

the writs by him issued for the calling of the General Assembly

42
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of the State, with their returns, to be laid before the Council for

their inspection.

Messrs. Patterson, Bassett, and Clowes are appointed for this

purpose. The gentlemen, being returned, reported that they
had waited on his Excellency, the President, and delivered the

said message according to order.

Mr. Patterson, one of the committee appointed as aforesaid,

delivered to the Chair a message from his Excellency, the Presi-

dent, to the Legislative Council, which, by order, was read, and
follows in these words, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen of the Legislative Council

:

“ I received your committee this morning, and am pleased to
“ hear by them you are met in Council. '

“Agreeable to your request, I have sent you herewith the wuts
“by which you were called together, and must beg leave to refer

“you to my messages of the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth

“of November, directed to the General Assembly and delivered

“to the House of Asseml)ly, for the business of your meeting.

“CAESAR RODNEY. *

“Dover, December the 2d, 1778.“

And the same member also delivered to the Chair the writs

issued by his Excellency, the President, for the calling of the

General Assembly of the State, with their returns, which, by
order, were severally read.

Mr. Read, in his place, made his excuse for non-attendance at

the sitting of the Council in June and October last, which was
admitted

;
and also informed the Chair that Mr. Hyatt, on ac-

count of the indisposition of his family, could not attend at the

beginning of this sitting, whereupon he was excused.

On motion,

Ordered, That the Speaker issue a writ to the Sheriff of Sussex

County, directing him to hold an election in that county, agree-

able to the Constitution and Laws of this State, for the choosing

of one new member of the Council for the said county in the

room of John Jones, whose seat became vacant by his acceptance
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of the office of one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of this
State.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., December 3d, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
I

. t i

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met. *
^

|

Mr. Craghead, a member from the House of Assembly, attend-
|

ing, was admitted and presented to the Chair the President’s mes-
|

sage to the General Assembly, dated the 27th of November, 1778,
which was read, and follows in these words, viz : *

!

And also an act of Congress of the 26th September, 1778, for ^

organizing the Public Treasury, and a recommendation to the
|

respective States to enact laws for the taking and securing the

persons and property of the debtors to the United States, which,

by order, was read the first time.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a copy of the

Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, attested by the

President of Congress, which follows in these words, to wit :
*

Which, by order, was read the first time.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a copy of the
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Treaties of Amity and Commerce and of Alliance between France
and the Thirteen United States of America, which, by order, was
read the first time

;
and also an act of Congress, recommending

to the Legislative or Executive [)Owers of each of the United
States to appoint Wednesday, the 30th day of December, to be
observed as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise, which, by order,

was read the first time.

On motion of Mr. Bassett, for leave to bring in a bill for aiding

the discontinuance of the process in the Suj^reme Court of this

State, and the same being granted, Mr. Bassett laid a bill for that

purpose on the table, which was read the first time.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes return to the House of Assembly
the commission and petition of Lieutenant Alexander Stewart,

together with the report of the House of Assembly thereon, con-
\

curred in by the Council
;
and also the resolution of that House,

empowering the President to draw for six thousand dollars in

favor of George Latimer, Esq., to be by him applied in discharge

of money allowed to be due to the Militia of this State, with the

concurrence of the Council thereto.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Friday, A. M., December 4th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Clowes now reported the delivery of the several papers

given him in charge, according to the order of yesterday.

Mr. Davis, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair Capt. Jonathan Robin-

son’s certificate of his loan of /300 to the Delaware State, and

also Doctor Way’s certificate of his loan ol ^100 to the said

State, assigned to the said Robinson, together with a resolution

empowering the Speakers ol the Council and House of Assembly

to draw on the State Treasurer for the monies due thereon.
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The same member also delivered to the Chair a letter from
Francis Bailey, printer, addressed to George Craghead, Esquire,

inclosing his account for printing the Acts of Assembly of this

State, &c., amounting to ^287 : 15 : o, with a resolution em-
powering the Speakers of the Council and House of Assembly
to draw on the State Treasurer, for the payment of the said ac-

count, in favor of the said George Craghead, Esquire.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a bill entitled

“An act to prevent and punish the frauds and abuses of Quarter-
masters and Commissaries General, their deputies and assistants,

and others.”

On motion, by order, the foregoing certificates of Jonathan
Robinson and Nicholas Way, and the resolution empowering the

Speakers of the two Houses to draw on the State Treasurer< for

the monies due thereon, were severally read the first time.
•

On motion, by order, Francis Bailey’s letter and account for

printing the laws of this State, &c., and the resolution empow-
ering the Speakers of the two Houses to draw on the State Trea-

surer for the payment of the same, were severally read the first

time.

On motion, by order,

The bill to prevent and punish frauds and abuses of the Quar-
termasters and Commissaries General, their deputies and assist-

ants, and others, was read the first time.

Mr. Stout, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a resolution empowering
the Speakers of the Council and House of Assembly to draw on

the State Treasurer for ^130 : o : o in favor of Alexander Stew-
art, which, by order, was read the first time.

On motion, by order,
•

The bill for aiding the discontinuance of the process in the

Supreme Court, was read the second time by paragraphs, and an
amendment, by way of addition, was proposed thereto, which,

being agreed to, was made in the bill, whereupon the bill, as

amended, was read, agreed to, and passed the Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bill for their consideration and concurrence.
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I

On motion, by order,

The Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, were read
the second time and referred to a committee of three, to report
thereon. The gentlemen chosen : Mr. Read, Mr. Bassett, and
Mr. Clowes.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.
'

Mr. Baning now reported the delivery of the bill committed'to
him according to order.

Mr. John Clayton, a member of the House of Assembly, at-

tending, was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill for

aiding the discontinuance of the process in the Supreme Court, *

agreed to by the House of Assembly.

Ordered to be engrossed.

On motion, by order.

The act to continue an act entitled “An act to prevent the

exportation of provisions from this State beyond the seas,” was
read the first time.

On motion, by order.

The resolution empowering the Speakers of the Council and
House of Assembly to draw an order on the State Treasurer for

^130 in favor of Alexander Stewart, was read the second time

and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, A. M., December 4th, 1778.
“ On motion,

^'Resolved, That the Speakers of the Council and House of

“Assembly be empowered to draw an order on the State Trea-

r
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“surer in favor of Alexander Stewart for the sum of one hundred
“and thirty pounds, allowed him by the General Assembly, to

“reimburse him for necessary expenses while detained a prisoner

“on Long Island, and that Mr. Stout wait on the Council with
“this resolution for their concurrence.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“WILLIAM PEERY, Cl' k P, TP
On motion, by order.

The resolution empowering the Speakers of the two Houses to

draw an order on the State Treasurer in favor of George Cra^-
head, Esquire, to enable him to discharge the account of Francis

Bailey, printer, was read the second time, concurred in, and fol-

lows in these words, viz
:

^

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Thursday, P. M., December 3, 1778.

“The House took into consideration a letter from Mr. Francis

“Bailey, directed to George Craghead, Esquire, inclosing an
“account, amounting to two hundred and eighty-seven pounds
“fifteen shillings, for printing seven hundred and fifty copies of

“Acts of Assembly of this State, and four thousand seven hun-
“dred and seventy-five certificates

;
and thereupon

'^Resolved, That the Sjieakers of the Council and House of

“Assembly be empowered to draw an order on the State Trea-
“ surer in favor of George Craghead, Esquire, for the said sum
“of two hundred and eighty-seven pounds fifteen shillings, to

“enable him to discharge the said account.

“ Extract from the minutes.

WILLIAM PEERY, CVkP, TP

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly and
return the foregoing resolves, with the concurrence of the Council

thereto respectively.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Saturday, A. M., December 5th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Clowes.

Dr. Clayton, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a resolution empowering
the S})eakers of the two Houses to draw on the State Treasurer
for ten thousand dollars, in favor of Thomas Rodney, to enable
him to pay for clothing purchased for the Delaware Regiment.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. Mf

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the preceding resolution was read the

first time.

By special order the same was read the second time, and sun-

dry amendments were proposed and agreed to, and ordered to be
transcribed.

Ordered, 'Phat Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
with the foregoing resolution and transcribed amendments for

their concurrence.

On motion, by order,

The act of Congress recommending to the Legislative or Ex-
ecutive powers of each of the United States to appoint Wednes-
day, the thirtieth day of December, to be observed as a day of

Thanksgiving and Praise, was read the second time, and there-

upon

Resolved, That the same be delivered to his Excellency, the

President, and that he be requested to issue his proclamation ac-

cordingly.
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Ordered, That Mr. Bassett return to the House of Assembly
the foregoing act of Congress, together with the resolve of Coun-
cil founded thereon, for their concurrence.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported the delivery, according
to order, of the several papers committed to his charge.

On motion, by order.

The act to continue an act entitled “An act to prevent the ex-
portation of provisions beyond the seas,” was read the second
time and disagreed to

;
and thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to prepare
and bring in a bill to prohibit the exportation of provisions be-

yond the seas for a limited time.

The gentlemen chosen : Mr. Patterson and Mr. Bassett.

On motion, by ortler,

The bill to prevent and punish frauds and abuses in the Quar-
termaster’s and Commissary’s Departments, &c., was read the

second time and referred to a committee of two, to consider and
report thereon. *

^

The members chosen : Mr. Read and Mr. Baning.

On motion, by order, the petition praying the aid of the Leg-
islature in establishing and increasing the wages of waggoners,
was read the second time and referred to the same committee.

Mr. Adams, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and returned to the Chair the resolve of Council
respecting the appointment of Wednesday, the thirtieth day of

December, to be observed as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise,

with the concurrence of the House of Assembly thereto, together

with the act of Congress recommending the same.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the resolution

empowering the Speakers of the two Houses to draw an order

on the State Treasurer in favor of Thomas Rodney for ten

thousand dollars, &c., with the amendments proposed thereto

by the Council acceded to by the House of Assembly.

Ordered, That a copy of the resolve of Council for appointing

43
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Wednesday, the thirtieth day of December, to be observed as a
day of Thanksgiving and Praise, with the act of Congress recom-
mending the same, be delivered by Mr. Read to the President.

On motion, by order.

The resolution empowering the Speakers of the Council and
House of Assembly to draw an order on the State Treasurer in

favor of Thomas Rodney for ten thousand dollars, as amended
and agreed to, was read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,
“Friday, P. M., December 4th, 1778.

“Whereas the sum of seven thousand five hundred dollars,

“directed by the General Assembly the twentieth day of April

“last past to be borrowed and put into the hands of Thomas^
“Rodney, Esquire, for the purpose of completing the clothing

“of the Delaware Regiment, hath not been obtained; therefbre

'^Resolved, That the Speakers of the Council and House of
“ Assembly be empowered to draw an order on the State Trfea-

“surer in favor of the said Thomas Rodney for ten thousand
‘

‘ dollars, to enable him to pay for clothing purchased for the

“Delaware Regiment; and the said Thomas Rodney is to be
“accountable for the expenditure thereof to the General Assem-
“bly.

‘
‘ Extract from the minutes.

“WILLIAM PEERY, CVkP. TR

Ordered, That Mr. Patterson return the same to the House of

Assembly, concurred in by the Council.

Mr. Patterson, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly with the above resolution, according to

order.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.
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Monday, December 7th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday.

Doctor Clayton, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and delivered to the Chair the resolution of the/

House of Assembly of the 28th October last, empowering the

President to draw for monies agreed by the General Assem&y to

be due to divers persons therein mentioned, with the amendments
proposed thereto by the Council acceded to by the House of As-
sembly.

The same member also delivered a bill entitled “An act 'to

apjioint commissioners to hear and determine the claims of th^

officers and soldiers of the Whig Battalion, &c.“
0

The same member also delivered a letter to the President of

this State from Nathaniel Scudder, Governieur Morris, and
William Wliijiple, with a bill entitled “An act to prohibit,' for

a limited time, the distilling of whiskey and other spirits from
wheat, rye, or any other sort of grain, or from any meal 0/
flour,” founded on the said letter.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., December 8th, 1778.

' The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Mr. Clowes.

Mr. Stout, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a petition from sundry
owners of the Fern Hook and Bosman’s Creek Marshes, in New
Castle County, respecting the division of the banks inclosing the

same, together with a bill, founded on the same petition, by way
of supplement to the act entitled

‘ ‘An act to enable the owners
and possessors of the meadow, marsh and cripple on the south
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side of Christiana Bridge, called Fern Hook Marsh, and of the
marsh and meadow on the south side of the same creek, called

Bosnian’s Creek Marsh, in the County of New Castle, to keep
the banks and sluices in repair, and to raise a fund to defray the

expenses thereof,” passed the 24th day of March, 1770.

The same member also delivered a set of resolutions of the
House of Assemlily to make provision for the officers of the

Delaware Regiment, and also a resolution of that House for ap-

pointing George Craghead, Esq., Clothier-General of this State.

On motion, by order, the foregoing petition from the owners
of Fern Hook and Bosnian’s Creek Marshes, and the supple-

mentary bill founded thereon, were severally read the first time.

On motion, by order, the resolutions of the House of Assem-
bly, for providing for the officers of the Delaware Regiment,'
were read the first time.

On motion, by order, the resolution of the House of Assem-
bly for appointing George Craghead, Esq., Clothier-General ^of

this State, was read the first time.

On motion, by order, the resolution of the House of Assembly

,

empowering the President to draw for monies agreed by the Gen-
eral Assembly to be due to divers persons therein mentioned,

was read the first time.

On motion, by order, the bill to appoint commissioners to hear

and determine the claims of the officers and soldiers of the Whig
Battalion, cS:c., was read the first time.

On motion, by order, the letter from Messrs. Scudder, Morris,

and Whipple, and the bill founded thereon, to prohibit, for a

limited time, the distilling of whiskey and other spirits from

wheat, rye, or any other sort of grain, or from any meal or

flour, were read the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10

o’clock.
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Wednesday, A. M., December 9th, 1778.
j

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Davis, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair an account of the sale

of the barracks at Wilmington, together with a resolution of the

House of Assembly for the payment of the money arising from
the sale thereof to the State Treasurer, which, by order, were
read the first time.

On motion, by order, 1

The resolution of the House of Assembly, of the 28th Octiber
|

last, empowering the President to draw for monies agreed^by the
|

General Assembly to be due to divers persons, as amended and
|

agreed to, was read the second time and concurred in, and is as I

follows, viz :

*

I

“ In the House of Assembly, « ^

“ Wednesday, A. M., October 28th, 177$. • .j

“ On motion,

''Resolved, That the President or Commander-in-Chief be em-
“ powered and required to draw on the Trustees of the Loan
“ Offices of this State, or any of them, for the sum of thirty-five

“pounds nine shillings and nine pence, agreed by the General
“Assembly, on the 22(1 day of February, 1777, to be due to
“ Charles West, late P"ort-Major at Wilmington; and also for the

‘‘sum of one hundred and twenty-three pounds fifteen shillings,

“agreed by both Houses, on the 7th of June, 1777, to be due to '

“General Rodney, Colonel Thomas Collins, an(i James Latimer,
“ Esq’rs; and also for the sum of forty-eight pounds, allowed by
“ the General Assembly, in February, 1777, to Col. Thomas Col-
“ lins as one of the signers of papers Bills of Credit emitted in

“ this State in the year 1776 ;
and also for the sum of forty-seven

“pounds one shilling and nine pence, allowed, as aforesaid, in

“ February, 1777, to Colonel Thomas Collins and Samuel West,
“for executing the commission given them by the General As-
“sembly in November, 1776, respecting the battalions then
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“under Colonels Haslet and Patterson, &c.
;
and also for the

“sum of thirty-ei^ht pounds ten shillings, allowed, as aforesaid,
“ in June, 1777, to Colonel Thomas Collins and John Thompson,
“Esquires, for their attendance on public affairs in the County
“of Sussex in the year 1777, he taking receipts for the said

“draughts.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“WILLIAM PEERY, CVkP. TP
On motion, by order,

The resolutions of the House of Assembly to make provision

for the officers of the Delaware Regiment, were read the second
time and postponed for consideration.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
'

with the resolutions of the 28th October last, empowering tjie

President to draw for monies agreed by the General Assembly
to be due to divers persons, concurred in by the Council, and
also deliver the following verbal message, viz :

Gentlemen

:

The Council desire to be informed whether any paper, or re-

monstrance, from the officers of the Delaware Regiment, was laid

before your House on which your resolution of the 7th instant,

making provision for the officers of the said regiment, was
founded. If so, the Council request that the said papers may,
by order of your House, be laid before them,

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly with the above papers, according to

order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the account of the sales of the- barracks
at Wilmington, and the resolution of the House of Assembly for

the payment of the monies arising from the sale thereof to the
State Treasurer, were read the second time, and the said resolu-

tion was concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, A. M., December 9th, 1778.

“On motion,
^

^'Resolved, That Captain John Lea pay the sum of eighty-one
“ pounds twelve shillings, now in his hands, arising from the sales

“of the public barracks at the fort on Christiana Creek,^to the

“State Treasurer, and that the same be subject to the joint

“draughts of both Houses. . I

“Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH, « •!

“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

R

1

i

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes return the foregoing account and >

resolution, concurred in by the Council, to the House of Assem-
bly. .

Mr. Clowes, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Doctor Clayton, a member of the House of Assembly, attend-

ing, was admitted and presented to the Chair two letters from
Colonels Hall and Pope and one from Capt. Patton, accompanied
with a petition from the officers of the Delaware Regiment, pray-

ing that provision may be made for them by the General Assem-
bly of this State.

On motion, by order, the foregoing letters and petition were
read the first time.

Mr. Hyatt now appeared in the Council.
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The committee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill to

prohibit the exportation of provisions from this State beyond
the seas for a limited time, now delivered one at the table.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time, and some
amendments being proposed and agreed to and made therein,

the said bill passed the Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes wait on the House of Assembly
with the foregoing bill for their consideration and concurrence.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, attending, was admitted
and returned to the Chair the above-mentioned bill, with the

concurrence of the House of Assembly thereto.
*

The same member also delivered to the Chair a message from
the President to the General Assembly, inclosing a circular letter

from a committee of Congress of the nth of November last, and .

a letter from the President of the Council of Massachusetts Bay,*

with an act of the General Assembly of Massachusetts Bay to

prevent the return into that State of all.persons who have joined

the enemy.

Ordered, That the bill to prohibit the exportation of provisions

beyond the seas fur a limited time be engrossed.

The said bill, being engrossed, was read, compared, and, by
order, signed by the Sj^eaker of the Council.

On motion, by order, the engrossed bill for aiding the discon-

tinuance of the process in the Supreme Court, was read and com-
pared.

Ordered, That the same be signed by the Speaker of the

Council
;
which was done accordingly.

On motion,

Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

the Great Seal of this State to the following laws, to w’it :
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1. “An act for aiding the discontinuance of the process in the

Supreme Court

2. “An act to prohibit the exportation of provisions from this

State beyond the seas for a limited time.”

Ordered, That Mr. Patterson wait on the House of Assembly
with the above-mentioned bills, in order that the same may be
compared and signed by the Speaker of that- House, and also

deliver the resolution of the Council for affixing the Great Seal

to the said bills for their concurrence.

Mr. Patterson reported the delivery, according to order, of the

above papers.

Mr. Clowes applied for leave of absence till Monday next,

which was granted. '

\

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. ,

'

Thursday, December loth, 1778.

Present the same members as on yesterday,

1 .

- •> 1

The'Council met.

except Mr; Clovves.

Some of the members of the Council attending '.bn ‘committees,

the Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock

. i

. _
, ;

Friday, Decen^ber Tith,,'i,778.y

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Some of the members ' attending ott ‘ committees', the^Counal

adjourned-tilHo-mprrow mornjng, 10 o’clock.,
j

. 'P

.n.

44
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Saturday, December 12th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Some of the members attending on committees, the Council
adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

Monday, December 14th, 1778.
^

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, December 15th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, December i6th, 1778.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Mr. Clowes.

Mr. Conwell now appeared in the Council.

The return of the Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of

Sussex of the election of a Councillor, by virtue of a writ issued
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by the Speaker of the Council for that purpose, to fill the seat of
John Jones, Esq., which became vacant by his acceptance of the
office of one of the Judges of the Supreme Court of this State,

being laid on the table, it appears that William Polk, Esquire,
was elected a member of the Council for the County of Sussex,
in the room of the said John Jones.

Mr. Polk attended in the Council, took the oath and sub-
scribed the declaration prescribed by the twenty-second article

of the Constitution of this State, and took his seat. \^See note on
page /o.]

On motion of Mr. Polk,

Ordered, That the rules to be observed by the members of

Council during the sitting thereof be read
;
wnich was done ac-

cordingly.
'

Mr. Clowes, in his place, made his excuse for his non-attend-
ance on Monday last, which was admitted.

The committee to whom were referred the bill to prevent and
punish frauds and abuses in the Quartermaster’s and Commis-*
sary’s Departments, and the petition from the owners of waggons
for an increase of wages, now delivered their report at the table,

which, by order, was read the first time.

On motion, by order.

The bill, by way of supplement to the act entitled “An act to

enable the owners and possessors of the meadow, marsh and
cripple on the south side of Christiana Creek, called Fern Hook
Marsh, and of the marsh and meadow on the south side of the

same creek, called Bosnian’s Creek Marsh, in the County of New
Castle, to keep the banks, &c., in repair and raise a fund to de-

fray the expenses thereof,’’ was read the second time and passed

the Council.

Mr. Speaker laid on the table a petition from Isaac Carty and
Edward Rees against the bill for preventing the distilling of spirits

from any kind of grain.

On motion, by order, the said petition was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, December 17, 1778.

The Council met and adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10
o’clock. ,

Friday, A. M., December 18, 1778.

The Council met. Present all the members.
*

On motion, by order,

, The report of the committee to whom were referred the bill to

prevent and punish frauds and abuses in the Quartermaster’s and .

Commissary’s Departments, and the petition from the owners of

waggons for an increase of wages, was read the second time.

The same was read a third time by paragraphs and agreed to

by the Council.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Saturday, December 19th, 1778.

The Council met and adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10

o’clock.
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Sunday, December 20th, 1778. .

The Council met. Present all the members.

The Council being informed that, by the non-attendance of

some and the going away of others of the members of the House
of Assembly, a sufficient number were not in town to form a

House, and no prospect of their attendance until convened by
special order of the President, thereupon

Resolved, That the Council adjourn till the fifth day of January
next.

\

Resolved also, That it be recommended to the Presid^t that

he issue his writs of summons for the calling together of the

members of the House of Assembly on the said fifth day of Jan-
uary for the dispatch of public business.

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House deliver a copy of the

above resolution to the President.

Then the Council took into consideration the accounts brought
in for expenses of their members and officers during their attend-

ance at the last and present meeting, and the traveling charges

of the members to and from the place of meeting, and the follow-

ing accounts were allowed, viz :

To French Battell, his accounts for the expenses of

the members of Council and their Clerk at his

house, for the months of October, November,
and to the 20th day of December, 1778, inclu-

sive, 594 10 o

To Samuel Patterson, Esq., for traveling charges, . 12 o o

To Peter Hyatt, Esq.,
‘

To John Clowes, Es(j.,
‘

To William Polk, Esq.,

To William Conwell, Esq.,
‘

To George Read, Esq.,
‘

^631 76

2 17 6

9 10 o
2 00
4 10 o

I

Carried over,
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Brought over, ^631 76
To Benjamin Vining, for his services as Clerk of the

Council, 20 76
To John Dawson, for riding express, &c. i 10 o
To Edward Cole, for ditto i 10 o
To Thomas Wild, Doorkeeper and Sergeant-at-Arms, 1 1 10 o

Total, /666 5 o

Ordered, That the Speaker draw orders on the Trustees of

the Loan Offices of the respective Counties, in equal propor-

tions, for the said sum of ;£63i
: 7 : 6, in favor of Mr. French

Battell
;
and that he draw orders for the remaining sum of

^34 : 17 : 6, in favor of the several persons above-mentioned,
on the Trustees of the Loan Office for Kent County. \

Whereupon the said orders were drawn and signed by ^he

Speaker.

Then the Council adjourned till the fifth day of January next.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

ADJOURNED SESSION, JANUARY, 1779.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, in the

County of Kent, by adjournment, on Tuesday, the fifth day of

January, Anno Domini, 1779, a quorum of members not attend-

ing, the Council adjourned from day to day until Tuesday, J;he

1 2th instant. - •

Tuesday, January 12th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the following members, viz :

For New Castle County—Samuel Patterson.

For Kent County—The Hon, Thomas Collins, John Baning.

For Sussex County—^John Clowes, William Polk.

Dr. Hall, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a letter from the Governor of Maryland, of the i6th

ultimo, acconqjanied with an act to prevent distilling grain into

spirits, which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

45
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Wednesday, A. M., January 13th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,
and also Messrs. Bassett, Hyatt and Conwell.

On motion,

Ordered^ That Mr. Conwell deliver to the House of Assembly
the bill to prevent and punish frauds and abuses in the Quarter-
master’s and Commissary’s Departments, with the amendments
proposed and agreed to by the Council, for their concurrence

;

and that he return to that House the petition from the owners
and possessors of Fern Hook and Bosman’s Creek Marsh, with

the original act and the bill by way of supplement to the same
act, agreed to by the Council.

•

Mr. Conwell reported the delivery of the above papers accord-

ing to order.

On motion, by order,

The bill to appoint commissioners to hear and determine th©

claims of the officers of the Whig Battalion, &c., was read the

second time and postponed for consideration until the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and took into consideration the foregoing bill

and proposed and agreed to sundry amendments thereto.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent' therewith to

the House of Assembly for their concurrence, by Mr. Polk.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according

to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, A. M., January 14th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Waplcs, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly for the

appointment of a committee to state an account of expenditures
by this State for the Continent, &c., and also a resolution of that

House for the appointment of committees for settling the Loan
Office accounts, and the following notification, viz :

“ In THE House OF Assembly, \

“Wednesday, P. M., January 13, 1779.
j

""Ordered, That Mr. Waples wait on the Council and inform 1

“them that this House will meet the Council, at such time and '

“ place as they may appoint, in order to put in nominatfon per-
;

“sons to be balloted for as Delegates from this State to the Con- i

“gress of the United States for the ensuing year, and also Cor a
!

“Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’* ‘i

“ Court for the County of Kent, in the room of Thomas Rodney,
|

“ Esq., who hath declinad to accept his appointment thereto. '

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Cr k of Assembly:" i

On motion, by order, the foregoing resolutions, respecting the

appointment of committees, were severally read the first time.

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly for the appointment
of a Clothier- General was read the second time and rejected.

On motion, by order, the following verbal message from the

Council, in answer to the verbal message or notification of the

House of Assembly respecting the proceeding to put in nomina-
tion persons to be balloted for as Delegates to Congress, &c., of

yesterday, was drawn up at the table and agreed to be sent to

the House of Assembly, viz :



.qWi /; VATK :i;.; a 7//.. • ‘KJ HH

VicrrotiJ ..1;, ./•. ,.v .\a-r»;nifi7'
' =

yutrr»;<r9'i; V^O d'lOdui in,! '^i;ir.A i;ilj rr;;iL'0'J Sfil

. t'

'nhb Ihw titxinrnhh ?/,:n ,7fd.m>‘''A '\p
.-i'l .•.>/-. ?-.V/ .‘iM

•'U V^iui' >:./. k> 'li '. Ht)dl!!or,yi (.» J halt;

'\i ijiWO' r#j o't v>.'»/.tlr'-,rpoo & lo jii.xniniocjqi;
?’• iiOrjijIo'-?':>T L-nl', i. j'o -7^1 iC. c/ii.t vd

I '-’dj io: Uj -fish *!ol D.'jrviH

. ; .:.iv ,ijohii:j-dhcrn ^!^r^hi^^kA -'vd? luh* .cJi<.n;u:>Oij obfl’O

> iO 'IHT Vll
*

r„; ,v/at^;y>’r, . Af

i'lOhM hnn Ton/icO -'di )?' .}<>'// ,‘rM jf;frr s!.i-^Vir^O“

,h;''-:'o0 uh huif ilk/ -iiiii n.dj

‘•'fi rfi isrc} Off I'dv'o nr \ -

'*

rcO *}(b ot Oi/iJ?. b:)Jofud ud o.t iidoa*'

’tii 'Ml/. iTP.'^y i;n1t lo,- rfirh Tr,

nr.n-jiO ho/5 nom?7;o'.> V) m V> j:»../ht''*! 'tii'd'J”

('jnl.»o>T c»;ffio.iT "Ui moo:^ *->rl7 •. jf.oo') f>dl /••(

.oiyivfli ?i.d .-t{u;Oi; ol .1? . i . ily/
“

.r'onantii n oii 3//^. s.;
<'*1

*'

‘h|V.v,myKV VO ,HTOO:J ,:;:At-

b .tfiioiii; loyyi ->d.j ,i9h-fo
.
'{ jHihofo fiO

.9fuh 3^'u't '•<*13 h/17‘1 vlfrr'iyviJc’ o'n>v/ c.j*'-j.li;i!' <10j *o fiiDmJuio.f^qi:

,*i:oino ,/io:3r,m nO

ad* *;H’r?7j>T'yA Oiiry, n siiii lc*» aoij.driMjM idT
.r}‘Jl'Jt3'r'/T I>ril -Tfl'I./ i hi;'»1 'f^v/ i/'7r:iy ;k *! 'M/.).*'iiO /I

•m.

ki

Ij fucyii -rgiijikyj.ii v-i
. U

b )o aouAf'/iShon io iexi'itjv u;Ii cj tO'/'-sriu ai ,lbnnoD
. ji/non Hi 7uq o3 -^fihiyLovnq .>fiJ '4*iil:ii;qao‘i \liJnu^,.A )o tjetmJ l

_ .Hei.vijino') oj io'i. f>:)3ofh;v* jd Ol 3/108”!aq HM*j
< .hua »<i >;l ha^iv i* bto. adl iii qu a //mb An <.v ^xfdnejc O'i

uih ,x:JinyfcwA’io 02iJoH f>d!



MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF356

Gentlemen :

The Council received your verbal message of yesterday signify-
ing your inclination of meeting the Council, at such time and place
as they should appoint, in order to put in nomination persons to
be balloted for as Delegates from this State to the Congress of
the United States of America for the ensuing year, and also for
Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court
for the County ol Kent, in the room of Thomas Rodney, Esq.,
who hath declined to accept of his appointment thereto, and are
extremely willing to meet the honorable House of Assembly for

the above purpose, and also to put in nomination a person to be
balloted for as Clothier-General for this State, at four o’clock this

afternoon in the Assembly Room, if agreeable to your honorable
House.

Dover, January 14, 1779.
'

Ordered, That the same be sent to the House of Assembly,
with the resolution for the appointment of a Clothier-General, by
Mr. Bassett.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council mot.

Mr. Bassett now reported the delivery of the papers committed
to him according to order.

Mr. Cook, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the l>ill to prevent and punish frauds and abuses in

the Quartermaster’s and Commissary’s Dej)artments, &c., and
the amendments proposed thereto by the Council acceded to by
the House of Assembly, except as to their 7th, 8th and loth

amendments, together with a paper of amendments proposed by
the House of Assembly to the said amendments of the Council,

which, by order, were read the first time.
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Mr. Derrickson, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-
livered to the Chair the following verbal message from the House
of Assembly to the Council, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“The House of Assembly are now ready to receive the Coun-
“cil, in the Assembly Room, to put in nomination persons to be
“balloted for as Delegates from this State to Congress and for

“Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’
“Court for the County of Kent. Dover, January 14, 1779.”

And thereupon

Resolved, That a verbal message from the Council, in answer
to the foregoing verbal message, be drawn up, which was accord-
ingly done, and is in these words, viz

: ,

Ge7itlemen

:

#

The Council, previous to their attending you, agreeable to your
verbal message just now delivered by Mr. Derrickson, beg leave

to suggest to your honorable House that an additional proposal,

in their message of this forenoon in answer to yours of yesterday,

to wit : that of putting in nomination persons qualified fon the

office of Clothier-General for this State, appears to be rejected.*

The Council therefore are desirous to know, before they attend

your honorable House, the reason inducing your House to reject

said proposal.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly by Mr. Clowes,

Who, being returned, reported the delivery according to order.

On motion, by order.

The bill to prevent the distilling of whiskey or other spirits

from grain, tko.., was read the second time and deferred for con-

sideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Friday, A. M., January 15th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday
and also Mr. Read.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the followin,^ verbal message from the House of As-
sembly to the Council, viz ;

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“The House of Assembly are at a loss to know the reason
“which induced the Council to conclude they had rejected the'
“proposition of your honorable House for putting in nomina-
“tion, this afternoon, persons to be balloted for as Clothter

“General, no such thing being contained in the verbal message
“of the Assembly. As the Council gave no reason for rejeqt-
“ ing the mode of appointing a Clothier-General adopted by the

“Assembly, this flouse apprehended the Council would not so

“suddenly request the reasons why this House disagreed to the
’

“aforesaid proposition of the Council. The Assembly did not
“ reject the same i)ropositlon, but, for want of sufficient time for

“consideration of that business, had come to no determination

“thereon, which induced this House to take no notice of that

“part of the Council’s message. But this House, still anxious
“ to forward the public business, are ready to receive the Council

“to put in nomination persons to be balloted for as Delegates in

“ Congress, and as Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas

“and Orphans’ Court for the County of Kent.

“Dover, January 14, 1779.”

Mr. Read, in his place, made his excuse for non-attendance at

an earlier day, which was admitted.

On motion,

Resolved, That a message from the Council, in answer to the

foregoing message from the House of Assembly, be drawn up,

which was accordingly done, read and-agreed to, and follows m
these words, viz :
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Gentlemen

:

Your House not taking any notice, in their verbal message
of yesterday, delivered by Mr. Derrickson, of the proposition

made by the Council in tlieir preceding message, delivered by
Mr. Bassett, to put in nomination a person to be balloted for as

Clothier-General for this State, at the time proposed for nominat-
ing persons to be balloted for as Delegates to Congress and a

Chief Justice of the Common Pleas and Orphans’ Courts of Kent
County, induced the Council to suppose their proposition re-

jected, otherwise they a))prehend the House of Assembly would
have gladly embraced the opportunity of doing that at one meet-
ing of the two Houses which will require another meeting, and,

of course, a delay of time perhaps unnecessarily.

The Council were induced to dissent to your resolve for the

appointment of the Clothier-General, for that it is an officq of

trust, and may be of profit, or at least some salary must be al-

lowed for the service to be performed by him, and as such he
ought to be chosen in the manner that all other officers of the

State, under like circumstances, heretofore have been, as appears

by the joint resolutions of the two Houses on their respective

minutes. However the Council are not so tenacious as to the i

time when this nomination of persons for a Clothier-General shall
^ ,

be, for if the House of Assembly wish to have it postponed, and
|

the other nominations to be now made, the Council will meet ^

them forthwith for the purpose.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
|

of A.ssembly by Mr. Baning.
,

Mr. Davis, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly empower- :

ing the Speakers of both Houses to draw for seven hundred and

fifty pounds, and interest, in favor of Vincent Loockerman. i

On motion, by order, the foregoing resolution was read .the

first time.

By special order the same was read the second time, concurred

in, and is in these words, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, A. M., January 15th, 1779.

“Mr. Speaker laid before the House a certificate to Vincent
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‘
‘ Loockerman of the loan of seven hundred and fifty pounds to

“this State, given by the Honorable George Read, Esq., late

“Vice-President thereof, on the sixteenth day of December, one
“thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven, in pursuance of

“joint resolutions of the General Assembly, and the said Vincent
“ Loockerman requesting the payment of the same, with the in-
‘

‘ terest thereof,

''Resolved, That the Speakers of the Council and House of
“ Assembly draw an order on the State Treasurer in favor of the

“said Vincent Loockerman for the said sum of seven hundred
‘

‘ and fifty pounds, with the interest for the same, at the rate of

“six per cent, per annum, from the said sixteenth day of De-
“ cember, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven.”

Ordered, That Mr. Bailing return the same to the House oj*

Assembly, with the concurrence of the Council thereto.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. •

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Baning now reported the delivery of the several papers

committed to him accordiiig to order.

Mr. Bryan, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered the following message from the House of Assembly to the

Council, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemeji

:

“The reasons assigned by your honorable House for rejecting

“the appointment of a Clothier-General for this State, made by
“ the Assembly, are satisfactory. As this House had no other

“object in view by that appointment than the public service,

“ therefore readily agree to receive your House in the Assembly

“Room forthwith, to put in nomination persons to be balloted
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“for as Delegates to Congress, a Chief Justice of the Common
“ Pleas and Orphans’ Courts of Kent County, and a Clothier-
“ General for this State.”

The Council, agreeable to the order of the day, proceeded to

the Assembly Room, and there met the House of Assembly, to

put in nomination persons to be balloted for as Delegates to Con-
gress, a Chief Justice of the Common Pleas and Orphans* Courts
of Kent County, and a Clothier-General for this State.

On motion.

Ordered^ That Mr. Patterson, Mr. Ridgely, and Mr. Kollock
be a committee to wait on his Excellency, the President, and
inform him that the General Assembly are now met in the As-
sembly Room to put in nomination persons to be balloted for

as Chief Justice of the Common Pleas and Orphans’ Courts oP
Kent County, and to know whether his Excellency would wish

to attend that nomination.

The committee, being returned, reported that they had waited

on the President with the message committed to them, agreeable

to order, and that he declined attending the nomination, but .

would be present at the balloting. *

Then the General Assembly proceeded to put in nomination

divers persons, whose names were taken down for the considera-

tion of the members of both Houses.

On motion, agreed that the General Assembly now separate,

and meet at three o’clock on Monday afternoon, in the Council

Room, to ballot for Delegates to Congress, a Chief Justice of

the Common Pleas and Orphans’ Courts of Kent County, and

a Clothier-General for the ^tate, out of the persons now put in

nomination for the said offices. Then the Council withdrew.

Mr. Clowes applied for leave of absence till three o’clock on

Monday afternoon next, which was granted.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

46
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Saturday, January i6th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,
except Mr. Clowes.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

Monday, P. M., January i8th, 1779.
^

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,
and also Mr. Clowes.

On motion.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes and Mr. Hyatt be a committee to

wait on the House of Assembly and accjuaint them that the Coun,-’

cil are now sitting and are ready to receive them, in the Council
Chamber, to ballot for Delegates to Congress, a Chief Justice of

the Common Pleas and Orphans’ Courts of Kent County, and a

Clothier-General for the State.

The committee, being returned, rc})orted that they had deliv-

ered the above message according to order, and that the House
of Assembly said they wt)uld attend the Council immediately.

The Council and Assembly being met in the Council Room, to

ballot for Delegates to Congress, a Chief Justice of the Common
Pleas and Orphans’ Courts of Kent County, and a Clothier-

General for the State, according to the order of Friday last,

proceeded to the ballot for Delegates to Congress, which being

taken down, it appeared that John Dickinson, Nicholas Van-
dyke, and Thomas McKean, Esquires, had a majority of votes,

and are declared duly elected Delegates from this State to Con-
gress for the ensuing year.

On motion.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes, Mr. Bryan, and Doctor Clayton
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m be a committee to wait on his Excellency, the President, and to

inform him that the General Assembly are now met in the Council
Room to ballot for a Chief Justice of the Common Pleas and Or-
phans’ Courts of Kent County, and request his attendance, if he
thinks proper.

The gentlemen reported the delivery of the above message ac-

K cording to order, when his Excellency was pleased, in answer, to

* say that he would wait on the General Assembly immediately.

f-

The President attended, and proceeded with the General As-
sembly to ballot for a Chief Justice of the Common Pleas and
Orphans’ Courts of Kent County, and the box containing the

ballots being examined, it appeared that John Clark, Esquire,

was declared duly elected Chief Justice ol the Common Pleas

and Orphans’ Courts of Kent County. Then the President with-

drew.

The General Assembly then proceeded to ballot for a Clothier

General for the State, and the ballot being taken down, it ap-

peared that George Craghead, Esq’r, was declared duly elected

Clothier-General for this State.

On motion.

Resolved, That the Speakers of the two Houses inform John
Clark, Esquire, of his appointment to the office of Chief Justice

of the Common Pleas and Orphans’ Courts of Kent County, and

request his answer forthwith whether he will accept of the said

appointment.

On motion, agreed that the General Assembly now separate.

Then the House of Assembly withdrew, and the Council adjourn-

ed till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.
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364 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Tuesday, A. M., January 19th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Speaker laid on the table a petition from sundry civil

officers of this State, praying- an increase of the fees annexed to
their respective oflices, which, by order, was read, and ordered
to be referred to the House of Assembly for their consideration.

On motion, by order.

The Council took into consideration the amendments proposed
by the House of Assembly to their amendments to the bill td

prevent frauds and abuses in the Quartermaster’s and Commis-
sary’s Departments, and acceded generally thereto.

*

On motion, by order.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly for the appointment
of committees for settling the Loan Office accounts were read the.

second time and concurred in, and are as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, P. M., January 13, 1779.

“Whereas the committees appointed by the late General
“Assembly to settle and adjust the accounts of the General
“Loan Offices for the ('ounties of New Castle and Kent, have
“ not proceedetl in that business

;
therefore

'"Resolvedy That a committee of three persons in each of the

“said counties be appointed to settle and adjust the accounts of

“the said offices in the counties aforesaid respectively, who are

“hereby directed to settle and adjust the said accounts from the

“time of the settlement made by Messrs. McKinly, Read, Kil-
“ len. Haslet, and Robinson, a committee of Assembly for that

“ purpose, and make reiiort thereof to the General Assembly of

“this State at their next meeting.

“The members chosen, on the part of this House, for New
“Castle County, are Messrs. Alexander Porter and Nicholas
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“Vandyke; for Kent County, Messrs. William Killen and John
“ Pryor.

Also resolved, That Simon Kollock and Joseph Hall, Esquires,

“be a committee for the County of Sussex to settle and adjust

“the accounts of the General Loan Office for the said county for
“ the ensuing- year.

Resolved, That the committees respectively be directed to

“report the sums of money in specie and paper which are in the

“ said offices.”

And thereupon the Council, on their part, have nominated
the following jiersons to join the said committees of the House
of Assembly, to wit : F'or New Castle County, John Thompson,
Esquire

;
for Kent County, Eleazar M. Comb, Gentleman

;
and

for Sussex County, John Clowes, Esquire. *

The Council now took into consideration the bill to prevent

the distilling of whiskey from any kind of grain, &c., and some
amendments were proposed, agreed to, ancl ordered to be trans-

scribed and sent to the House of Assemljly for their consideration

and concurrence, together with the said bill. .

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., January 20th, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

On motion, by order.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly for the appointment

of a committee to state an account of expenditures by this State

for the Continent, &c., were read the second time, and an amend-
ment was pro|)osed by way of addition to the first resolution.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent therewith to

the House of Assembly for their concurrence by Mr. Patterson,

who is also ajipointed to return to that House the bill to prevent

the distilling of whiskey, Nc., with amendments proposed thereto
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by tlie Council
;

tlie petition of Isaac Garty and Edward Rees
against tlic same l)ill

;
the letter from the Governor of Maryland,

inclosing a bill against distilling whiskey, and a letter from a

committee of Congress
;
and also the bill to prevent and punish

frauds and abuses in the Quartermaster’s and Commissary’s De-
partments, with the amendments proposed by that House to the

Council’s amendments to the same bill, acceded to by the Coun-
cil

;
aiul the petition for an increase of the wages of waggoners

;

and also the resolutions of the House of Assembly for the ap-

pointment of committees for settling the Loan Office accounts,

with the concurrence and appointment of the Council thereto
;

and, lastly, the petition from sundry civil officers for an increase

of their fees.

Mr. Patterson, being returned, reported the delivery of the

several foregoing papers according to order.

On motion, •

The Council took into consideration the resolutions of the

House of Assembly to make provision for the officers of the

Delaware Regiment, and after some time spent therein the same
was postponed till the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Doctor Hall, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the resolutions of that House for the appoint-

ment of a committee to state an account of expenditures by this

State for the Continent, &c., with the amendments proposed

thereto by the Council acceded to by the House of Assembly
;

whereupon the said resolutions, as amended and agreed to, were

read, concurred in, and are as follows, viz :
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“ In the House of Assembly,
“Wednesday, P. M., January 13th, 1779.

“Whereas the committee of the General Assembly hereto-

“fore appointed for stating- an account of expenditures by this

“State for and in behalf of the United States, <&c., have not
“entered upon the duty assigned them

;
therefore

'^Resolved, That Messrs. Robert Bryan, John Cook, and Wil-
“liam Peery be a committee to settle an account of the monies
“advanced by this State, or upon the credit thereof, for recruit-

“ing the Delaware Regiment in the three last campaigns, and of

“the expenditures of the same, and to state an account of expen-
“ditures by this State for and in behalf of the United States, and
“also to state an account of all monies, provisions, and other

“necessaries which have been supplied by and on behalf of this^

“State to prisoners taken by the United States, or this State,

“since the beginning of the war, and of which accounts hi^ve

“not been already transmitted to Congress, agreeable to a reso-
“ lution of Congress of the 26th of February last; and that the

“said committee be empowered to send for persons, papers and
“things, and make report of their proceedings to the General
“ Assembly at their next sitting.

'^Resolved, That the reasonable expenses to be incurred by the

“said committee in the execution of the business hereby assigned

“them be defrayed by this State, and that an adequate allowance

“be also made for their time and trouble in that service.”

Ordered^ That Mr. Conwell return the same to the House of

Assembly concurred in by the Council.

Who reported the delivery thereof according to order.

The Council now resumed the consideration of the resolutions

of the House Assembly to make provision for the officers of the

Delaware Regiment, and proposed and agreed to sundry amend-
ments to the same, which were ordered to be transcribed and sent

therewith to the House of Assembly for their concurrence by Mr.

Polk, together with the petition from the officers of the Delaware
Regiment.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, A. M., January 21st, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Polk now reported the delivery of the several papers given
him in charge, according to the order of yesterday.

Mr. Craghead, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-
livered to the Chair the resolutions to make provision for the
officers of the Delaware Regiment, with the amendments pro-
posed thereto by the Council acceded to by the House of Assem-
bly and made therein; whereupon the said resolutions were read,

concurred in, and ordered to be signed by the Speaker. They
are as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, P. M., December 7, 1778.

“Whereas the une.xj>ecled and exorbitant prices which every
“article of clothing hath arisen to, render the pay of the officers^’

“of the Delaware Regiment in the service of the United States

“insufficient to support their rank; therefore, for their further

“ provision,

''Resolved, That the Clothier-General of this State forthwith

“provide and deliver to each field officer, captain, lieutenant,

“and ensign, the surgeon and surgeon’s mate, in the said regi-
“ ment, one suit of clothes, to consist of a coat, waistcoat, and
“a pair of breeches, or, in lieu thereof, eighty pounds, at the

“election of such officer, in consideration of his past services.

"Resolved, That the said Clothier-General do purchase and
“provide for every of the said officers the following clothing, to

“wit: One coat, two waistcoats, two pairs of breeches, four shirts,

“ four pair of stockings, and three pairs of shoes, for the ensuing

“year, at any Continental or State store, or elsewhere, to be
“disposed of to said oflicers, on application, they paying for

“said clothing, as near as can be computed, the prices the same
“ would have cost at the time the said officers’ pay was stipulated;
“ the balance on all such clothing to be charged to this State, and
“ the General Assembly will provide for the payment thereof



i;a

*A , V ^ iT

- .'
, '•^lojra ari-i'

,
,t--qr;q i»no ’. ;^ -/-tU ''’

'f ,V.J~ -rj - s ]rv'->- >

,(it -lot rt.-Hi-rv'v,: •^•‘'','
'

, ,n, .; .:I ‘1 'nii ‘<> Msoiiio

„; «'v-' ..... .< «;-«i. >»7,

;';;5 ! . 1 .- :^< ': ^
,

, », > /j 71 j ; » F »•' -

-fif. ^;ri I' .uiLfonoo

,;7 ,a .'-^0 li0Vd/*

Y ‘-fiv
mn "

’
'

.f,.r,;>-.^i
,

'->

;v

fi; :;/t*,:l,.=j..'f H''//

.,' h,':.

i

’ t.tf- .;T

it h ,Yi'..^ .

* ,{,;)fai70iq

.i.!- io ifl-.:.n.O--: -!loK> sdi
.

.•r.?fi.> bbu H-.«a .-i •.‘).-l-l.:

b«. ... -

,(ir. ,iBovJ«uiW .ih'Y ,'
,

,. ,i -,„ ,,,iaj.ivid to' toiq i.

' ,..rno d .U* K. .,0,.3.!V

, ...At

.•Biu*f« a.'t
«ri«'-k‘. i<qi*oqii/io'> x«» Jrt .’“V

;

:„: oi i.<-.!iV''>-'?.'
•)'' '’'".’*^7:

„., ..-...-M'lo i-.i-
j* ‘O U:.-'.M)''-*

•.;:s V’,>d.
'

'I*' .A .ft.-v'-'i- '-Ij'-'t'- v,ii .uu.iUof^
*'

arw-f ‘.'ft) B»W‘-i
<3 tii;i .jili b. -Jv-wl Wnow

'

;U»iUW|iW 8CW
;'

1'o‘J ,jf,ifll(.i ; [i .:,... % Ku 9I>»"



THE DELAWARE STATE, 1 779. 369

'"Resolved, That the Speakers of the Council and House of
"Assembly do forthwith draw on the State Treasurer for thV*

"sum of two thousand five hundred pounds in favor of the
"Clothier-General, to enable him to comply with the first re-
" solve."

On motion, by order.

The certificates of Jonathan Robinson and Nicholas Way, of
their loans to this State, and the resolution of the House of As-
sembly emj)ovvering the Speakers of the two Houses to draw on
the State Treasurer for the monies due thereon, were severally

read the second time and deferred for consideration till the after-

noon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
^ I

Eodem Die, P. M. i

I

The Council met, and took into consideration the resolution 1

empowering the Speakers of the two Houses to draw on the* 1

State Treasurer for the monies due on the certificates of Jonathan
Robinson and Nicholas Way, and several amendments were pro-

posed and agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return to the House of Assembly
the foregoing certificates iind resolution, with the transcribed

j

amendments, for their concurrence
;
and also the resolutions to

;

make provision for the officers of the Delaware Regiment, con-
|

curred in by the Council. i

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported the delivery of the above
,

papers according to order.

The committee to whom were referred the Articles of Confed-

eration and Perpetual Union, &c., now delivered in their report

at the table.

On motion, by order, the foregoing report was read the first

time.

Adjourned till to-inorrow morning, 10 o’clock.

47
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Friday, A. M., January 226, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Davis, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered
to the Chair the resolution empowering the Speakers of the two
Houses to draw for the monies due to Jonathan Robinson on
certificates, with the amendments proposed thereto by the Coun-
cil generally disagreed to by the House of Assembly.

Whereupon the Council, taking into consideration their said

amendments, receded therefrom and concurred in the resolution,

which is in these words, viz :

“ In THE House OF Assembly,
“TiiuiiSDAY, P. M., December 3, 1778.*

“ On motion,

''Resolved, That the sum of three hundred pounds, received by
“the Convention of this State from Mr. Jonathan Robinson the

“twenty-first day of September, one thousand seven hundred*
“and seventy-six, and the sum of one hundred pounds, received

“from Mr. Nicholas Way the same day, the certificate whereof
“ is assigned to the said Robinson, together with the legal interest

“of six per cent, per annum, be paid to the said Jonathan Roi>-
“ inson, and that the Speakers of the Council and House of As-
“sembly be emi)owered to draw an order on the State Treasurer
“ in favor of the said Jonathan Robinson for that purpose.”

Ordered, That Mr. Bailing return to the House of Assembly
the above-mentioned certificates and resolution, with the concur-

rence of the Council thereto.

Mr. Baning reported that he had returned the same to the

House of Assembly according to order.

The report of the committee to whom were referred the Arti-

cles of Confederation and Perpetual Union, &c., was, by order,

read the second time and postponed for consideration till the

afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and took into consideration the preceding re-

port of their committee, and after some time was spent therein

the further consideration was deferred till to-morrow.

Mr, Stout, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a bill for suppressing vice and immorality, which, by
order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

I

Saturday, A. M., January 23d, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The Council having resumed the consideration of the com-
mittee’s report on the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual
Union, &c., came to the following resolutions thereon :

Resolved, That this State think it necessary, for the peace and
safety of the States to be included in the Union, that a moderate
extent of limits should be assigned for such of those States as

claim to the Mississippi or South Sea, and that the United States,

in Congress assembled, should and ought to have the power of

fixing their western limits.
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Resolved also, That this State consider themselves justly enti-

tled to a right, in common with the other members of the Union,
to that extensive tract of country which lies to the westward of

the frontiers of the United States, the property of which was not
vested in or granted to individuals at the commencement of the

present war
;
that the same hath been or may hereafter be gained

from the King of Great Britain or the native Indians by the blood
and treasure of all, imd ought therefore to be a common estate,

to be granted out on terms beneficial to the United States.

Resolved also, That the courts of law established within this

State are competent for the purpose of determining all contro-

versies concerning the private right of soil claimed within the

same, and that they now, and at all times hereafter, ought to

have cognizance of all such controversies
;
that the indeterminate

provision, proposed in the 9th Article of the Confederation, for

deciding upon controversies that may arise about some of those

private rights of soil, tends to take away such cognizance,* and
is contrary to the Declaration of Rights of this State, and there-

fore ought to receive an alteration.

The Council then, taking into consideration the strong and^
earnest recommendations of Congress forthwith to accede to the

present plan of Confederacy, and the probable disadvantages that

may attend the further delaying a ratification thereof,

Resolved, That, notwithstanding the terms of the Articles of

Confederation aforesaid are considered as in divers respects un-

equal and disadvantageous to this State, and the objections in the

report of the committee of this House aiul the resolves made
therc'on are viewed as just and reasonable and of great moment
to the welfare and happiness of the good people thereof, yet,

under the full conviction of the present necessity of acceding to

the Confederacy proposed, and in firm reliance that the candor
and justice of the several States will in due time remove, as far

as possible, the objectionable parts thereof, the Delegates ap-

pointed to represent this State in Congress, or any one or more
of them, be authorized, empowered and directed, on behalf of

this State, to subscribe and ratify the said Articles of Confed-
eration and Perpetual Union between the several States of New
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
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and Georgia, and that the said articles, when so subscribed and
ratified, shall become obligatory on this State.

And, on motion, leave was given to bring in a bill to empower
the Delegates of this State to ratify the said articles. A bill for

this purpose being laid on the table, was, by order, read the first

time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and
passed.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning wait on the House of Assembly
with the copy of the Articles of Confederation and the report

of the committee thereon, the preceding resolutions and bill

founded thereon.

Mr. Speaker now informed the Council that he had received

the answer of John Clark, Esquire, to the notification direbted

to him by the Speakers of the two Houses, in which he signified

his willingness to accept of his appointment to the office 01 Chief

Justice of the Common Pleas and Orphans’ Courts of Kent County.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

Monday, January 25th, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Baning now reported the delivery of the several papers
given him in charge, according to the order of Saturday.

Doctor Hall, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a bill for raising one hundred and seventy
thousand dollars, in the Delaware State, for the service of the

year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine, by a general
tax.

The same member also delivered a supplementary bill to the

act of pardon.

The same member also delivered a supplement to an act enti-
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tied “An act to prohibit the exportation of provisions from this

State beyond the seas for a limited time,” and also a bill for the

relief of wounded officers, soldiers, &c.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bills were severally read

the first time.

Mr. Craghead, a member of Assembly, was admitted and pre-

sented to the Chair a message from the President to the General
Assembly, inclosing a letter from his Excellency, General Wash-
ington, of the 19th inst.

;
another, of the same date, from Messrs.

Governieur Morris and William Whipple, a committee of Con-
gress, and another from Jeremiah Wadsworth, Commissary-
General of Purchases, to the said committee, on the subject of

engrossing.

On motion, by order, the said message and its inclosures wefe
severally read, and the said message is as follows, viz :

0

‘
‘ Gentlevien of the General Assembly

:

“Saturday afternoon I received, by express, a letter from his
“ Excellency, Q(?neral Washington, requesting that I would give

“the Deputy Quarter authority to canton Pulaskie’s Legion'

“within this State, and as I would wish the General Assembly
“ to take order in this matter, have directed the Secretary to lay
“ the letter before you. I have also directed him to lay before

“your Honors a letter, of the 19th instant, from the committee
“of Congress, on the subject of engrossing, with a copy of a

“letter from the Commissary-General of Purchases to them on
‘

‘ that head.

“C/ESAR RODNEY.
“ Dover, January the 25th, 1779.”

On motion

Resolved, That Messrs. Clowes, Read, and Bassett be a com-
mittee to prepare and bring in a bill for the quartering of troops
within this State.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Tuesday, January 26th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same meml>ers as on yesterday.

The committee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill for the

quartering of troops in this State, now delivered one at the table,

which, by order, was read the first time.

On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Clowes, Mr. Read, and Mr. Bassett be a

committee to prepare and bring in a bill against engrossing and
forestalling of fiour, grain and forage.

Doctor Clayton, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-
livered to the Chair a memorial from the members of the Privy

Council, praying the aid of the Legislature to make provision for

their expenses incurred during their attendance on the duties of

their office, with a resolution of the House of Assembly empow-
ering the Speakers of both Houses to draw for divers sums of

money in favor of the members of the Privy Council and Secre-

tary, and also the following verbal message, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen :

“As the seal of John Clark, Escpiire, the second Justice of the

“Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court in the County of
“ Kent, is become vacant by his appointment to and acceptance of
“ the office of Chief Justice of those Courts, and it is necessary to

“fill that vacancy, this llou.se therefore propose to your honor-
“able House to meet the Council, at such time and place as you
“may appoint, for the j^urpose of putting into nomination proper
“persons to be balloted for as second Justice in said Courts.

“This House also inform the honorable the Council that they
“intend to adjourn on Saturday next, for this present sitting, to

“some future day.”

On motion, by order, the foregoing memorial and resolution

founded thereon were severally read the first time.

On motion, by order,

The bill for the relief of wounded officers and soldiers, &c.,

was read the second time, and thereupon
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Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to take the

said bill into consideration, and report thereon to-morrow morn-
ing.

The gentlemen chosen : Mr. Patterson and Mr. Polk.

On motion, by order.

The bill, by way of supplement to the act entitled “An act to

prohibit the exportation of provisions from this State beyond the

seas for a limited time,” was read the second time and deferred

for consideration.

On motion, by order,

The bill for raising one hundred and seventy thousand dollars

for the year 1779, by general tax, was read the second time, and
thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take the

said bill into consideration, and report their objections to the

same.

The gentlemen chosen : Mr. Bassett, Mr. Read, and Mr. Con-

»

well.
*

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

, Wednesday, A. M., January 27, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

On motion, by order.

The bill for the quartering of troops within this State was read
the second time and passed the Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt deliver the foregoing bill to the

House of Assembly for their consideration and concurrence.

Mr. Hyatt reported the delivery according to order.
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Mr. John Clayton, a member of Assembly, was admitted and
delivered to the Chair a bill to increase the salaries and allow-

ances to the Justices of the Supreme Court, which, by order, was
read the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
’

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met, and, some of the members attending on com-
mittees, adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock

\

Thursday, A. M., January 28, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

The committee to whom the bill for raising one hundred and 1

seventy thousand dollars by a general tax was referred, now
delivered their report at the table, which, by order, was read and
ordered to lie over till the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and took into consideration the foregoing bill

and report, and after some time spent therein the further consid-

eration thereof is postponed till to-morrow.

Doctor Clayton, a member of Assembly, was admitted and
returned to the Chair the resolutions of Council empowering the

the Delegates from this State in Congress to ratify the Articles

of Confederation, together with the bill for the ratification of the

48

i

I

I
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said articles, and the report of the committee thereon, severally

concurred in by the House of Assembly.

The same member also returned to the Chair the bill for the

quartering of troops within this State, with a paper of amend-
ments proposed thereto by the House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the report of the

Committee for Public Accounts, with a list of vouchers.

Ordered, That the bill for the ratification of the Articles of

Confederation be engrossed.

The Council took into consideration the amendments proposed
by the House of Assembly to the bill for the quartering of troops,

<S:c., and proposed and agreed to some amendments to the said

amendments of the House of Assembly, which were ordered tp

be transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk deliver the said bill, and the several

papers of amendments, to the House of Assembly.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o'clock.

Friday, A. M., January 29, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Polk now reported the delivery of the several papers com-
mitted to his charge, according to the order of yesterday.

Doctor Hall, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the bill to prohibit, for a limited time, the dis-

tilling of whiskey and other spirits from wheat, &c.
;
also the

bill to prevent and punish the frauds and abuses in the Quarter-
master’s and Commissary’s Departments

;
and also the bill to

appoint commissioners to hear and determine the claims of the

officers and soldiers of the Whig Battalion, &c., respectively

signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly, together with

their original draughts and amendments, in order to be compared
and signed by the Speaker of the Council.
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The same member also returned to the Chair the bill for the

quartering of troops, &c., with the amendments proposed thereto

by the House of Assembly and the amendments proposed by the

Council to the said amendments, two of which the House of As-
sembly acceded to and rejected the two remaining amendments
of the Council.

The Council now took into consideration the verbal message
of the House of Assembly of the 26th instant, and thereupon the

following answer thereto was drawn up and agreed to, viz :

Gentlemen

The Council accede to your proposal of putting into nomina-
tion proper persons to be balloted for as second Justice of the

Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the Count)^ of

Kent, and will meet your honorable House, if agreeable, in the

Assembly Room, at four o’clock this afternoon, for the purpose
aforesaid.

!

Ordered, That Mr. Baning deliver the same to the House of
j

Assembly. 1

Then the Council took into consideration such of their amend- «
j

ments to the amendments proposed by the House of Assembly i

to the bill for the quartering of troops, &c., as were rejected
]

by the House of Assembly, and thereupon a message from the
j

Council to the House of Assembly, stating the reasons of Council
j

for adhering to their amendments so rejected, was drawn up at the

table, reail and agreed to, and is as follows, viz
:

I

Gentlemen :

The Council have reconsidered the two last amendments pro-

posed by the Council to the amendments proposed by the House
,

of Assembly to the bill for the quartering of soldiers, returned as

rejected by your House, and are of opinion that the third amend-
ment is a necessary one, for that no person but a Justice can billet

any soldier, &c., by the bill, therefore the expressions “or if the

person so billeting them be a Justice,’’ in the 6th and 7th line of
,

your first amendment, are improper, as they imply a power of

billeting in other than a Justice or Justices
;
but, by adding the

word [single], as in our amendment, those expressions will have
their proper reference to the billeting authorized by the third
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section of the bill, and for these reasons the Council are induced
to adhere to their third amendment aforesaid.

The Council, by their fourth amendment, intended effectually

to exclude Quartermasters and their deputies from exercising

the power of quartering, which they were doubtful might not, in

strict military sj)eech, be considered to be included in tlie term
military officers

;
but if the House of Assembly shall be of opin-

ion, after knowing our reasons for the fourth amendment, that

the same is unnecessary, and that their constituents may be well

secured against the exertion of a dangerous power by those of

the staff of the army, the Council will recede from the said fourth

amendment.

Ordered, That Mr. Bailing deliver the said message to the

House of Assembly, together with the bill for the quartering of

soldiers, &c., and its several papers of amendments.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Bailing now reported the delivery of the several papers
given him in charge, to the House of Assembly, according to

order.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and re-
*

turned to the Chair the bill for the quartering of troops, &c.,

and its amendments, with the following verbal message, viz :

‘
‘ Gc7itlemen

:

“This House having taken into consideration the reasons con-
“ tained in your message for adhering to the amendments pro-
“ posed by your honorable House to the amendments offered by
“the House of Assembly to the bill for quartering of soldiers,

“do not consider them satisfactory. The Assembly, therefore,

“propose, as the most expeditious manner of terminating the
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“difierence in opinion respecting the said amendments, the ap-

“pointment of committees by both Houses to confer thereon,

“and do accordingly appoint Messrs. Ridgely, Hall, and Joshua
“Clayton a committee on the part of this House, who will forth-
“ with meet a committee of your honorable House for that pur-
“ pose, if the said proposition be concurred in by the Council.”

And thereupon

Resolved, That Messrs. Read and Conwell be a committee, on
the part of the Council, to meet a committee of the House of

Assembly to confer on the subject matter of the several amend-
ments proposed by each House to the bill for the quartering of

troops.

On motion, the Council resumed the consideration of the bill

for raising 170,000 dollars, &c., and the committee’s report

thereon and sundry amendments were agreed to, and ^rther
amendments being proposed, the further consideration is post-

poned till to-morrow.

On motion, by order.

The bill for suppressing vice and immorality was read the

second time, and will not pass, and, on motion, leave was given *

to bring in a bill, by way of supplement to several acts of As-
sembly, for the suppression of vice and immorality. A bill for

this purpose being laid on the table was, by order, read the first

time.

By special order the same was read the second time and de-

ferred for consideration till to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Saturday, A. M., January 30th, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

The committee to whom was referred the bill for the relief of

wounded officers and soldiers, &c., now brought in their report.

Mr. Cook, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a bond (or obligation) of John Jones, Esq^., to the

Delaware State in the sum of one thousand pounds, with a reso-

lution of the House of Assembly empowering the President to

receive the said sum of one thousand pounds from Mr. Jones.
^

Ordered, That Mr. Polk wait on the House of Assembly and
inform them that the Council have acceded to their proposal* for

the appointment of a committee of Council to meet a committee
of the House of Assembly to confer on the subject matter of ffie

several amendments proposed by each House to the bill for the

quartering of soldiers.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly with the said message, according to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the report of the committee to whom was
referred the bill for the relief of wounded officers and soldiers,

&c., was read the first time and recommitted to the same com-
mittee, with the addition of Mr. Read.

The committee appointed to confer with a committee of the

House of Assembly on the subject matter of the amendments to
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the bill for the quartering of soldiers, now delivered their report

at the table, which, by order, was read and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed.

On motion, the Council now resumed the consideration of the

bill for raising one hundred and seventy thousand dollars, &c.,

and further amendments were proposed and agreed to and order-

ed to be transcribed.

Ordered, That the said bill and transcribed amendments be
sent to the House of Assembly, for their consideration and con-

currence, by Mr. Clowes.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according

to order.

Mr. Craghead, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair Colonel Pope’s account against the Delaware
Regiment for clothing, and its vouchers, with a resolution of the

House of Assembly for the payment of cloth seized and taken by
Colonel Pope fc;r the use of the Delaware Regiment.

On motion, by order, .

The bond of Colonel John Jones to the Delaware State in the
sum of one thousand pounds, and the resolution of the House of

Assembly emj:)Owering the President to receive the said sum of

one thousand pounds from Mr.. Jones, were read the first time.

By special order the said resolution was read the second time,

and an ameiuhnont was proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bond and resolution and transcribed amendments.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.
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Sunday, January 31st, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Bassett.

On motion, by order,

The report of the Committee for Public Accounts was read and
deferred for consideration until to-morrow.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

\

Monday, A. M., February ist, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

The Council now took into consideration the report of the-

Committee for Public Accounts, and having partially proceeded
tjierein, the same was further postponed until to-morrow.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Conwell now reported the delivery of the several papers
committed to him according to the order of Saturday last.

The bill for the ratification of the Articles of the Confederation
by the Delaware State, and the bill for the quartering of soldiers,

being engrossed, were read and compared and ordered to be
signed by the Speaker of the Council

;
which was done accord-

ingly.
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On motion, by order,

The engrossed bill to prohibit, for a limited time, the distilling

of whiskey from wheat, rye, or any other sort of grain, or from
any meal or flour

;
the bill to prevent and punish the frauds and

abuses in the Quartermaster’s and Commissary’s Departments,
&.C., and the bill to appoint commissioners to hear and determine
the claims of the ofticers and soldiers of the Whig Battalion, sta-

tioned at Newark and Dover, being respectively signed by the

Speaker of the House of Assembly, were read, compared and
ordered to be signed by the Speaker of the Council

;
which was

done accordingly.

On motion.

Resolved^ That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

the Great Seal of this State to the following laws, passed at this

session, to wit :

1. The act to prohibit, for a limited time, the distilling of

whiskey from wheat, rye, or any other sort of grain, or frorn any
meal or flour

;

2. The act to prevent and punish the frauds and abuses in tlj6

Quartermaster’s and Commissary’s Departments, and for ascer-

taining the pay of impressed teams and their drivers
;

3. The act to appoint commissioners to hear and determine
the claims of the officers and soldiers of the Whig Battalion, sta-

tioned at Newark and Dover, in this State
;

4. The act for the ratification of the Articles of Confederation

by the Delaware State
;

5. The act for the quartering of soldiers.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk deliver the said bills to the House of
Assembly, respectively signed by the Speaker of the Council, to-

gether with the resolution for affixing the Great Seal to the same,
for their concurrence.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereofaccord-
ing to order.

The Council resumed the consideration of the bill, by way of

supplement to the several acts of Assembly for the suppression
of vice and immorality, and the same passed the Council.

49
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Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt deliver the same to the House of

Assembly for their consideration and concurrence.

Who reported the delivery thereof according to order.

On motion, by order,

The bill to increase the salaries and allowances to the Justices

of the Supreme Court was read a second time and deferred for

consideration till to-morrow morning.

On motion, by order.

The bill, by way of supplement to the act of pardon, was read
the second time.

Mr. Craghead, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-
livered to the Chair a message from the President to the General
Assembly, inclosing a letter from the President of Congress of

the 22d ultimo, and several acts of Congress on the subject of

Finance, of October 8th and November 19th, 1778, and January
I, 2, 5, 13 and 14, 1779.

The same member also returned to the Chair the bond ofJohn
Jones, Esquire, and the resolution of the House of Assembly
founded thereon, with the amendments proposed thereto by the

Council agreed to by the Assembly, and a resolution of that

House, with the said amendment inserted therein, directing the

President to receive the monies due on the said bond.

The same member also returned the resolution of the Council
for affixing the Great Seal to the laws therein mentioned, con-

curred in by the House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the supplemen-
tary act to the act for keeping in repair the banks of Fern Hook
and Bosnian’s Creek Marshes, &c., signed by the Speaker of the

Assembly, with a resolution for affixing the Great Seal to the said

bill.

The same member also delivered a supplementary bill to the

act for keeping in good repair the bridge and causey over the

Broadkiln, in Sussex County.

On motion, by order.
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The supplementary act to the act for keeping in repair the

banks, <&c., of Fern Hook and Bosnian’s Creek Marshes, was
read, compared and signed by the Speaker.

On motion, by order,

The resolution of the House of Assembly for affixing the Great
Seal of this State to the foregoing bill, was read and concurred in

by the Council,

On motion, by order.

The supplementary act to the act for keeping in good repair

the bridge and causey over the Broadkiln, in Sussex County,
was read the first time.

The Council taking into consideration the memorial of G^rge
Evans and George Latimer, Esquires, two of the members of the

Privy Council of this State, requesting leave to resig^n their seats

at that board, and it appearing by the -minutes of- this House that

Thomas McDonough, Esq’r, and the said George Latimer were !

first elected by the Council, Mr. Latimer’s resignation is'accept-
j

ed. The Council then proceeded to supply Mr. Latimer’s place
|

in the Privy Council, by ballot, when the box containing the*bal-

lots being examined by the Speaker, Eleazer McComb, of Kent*
County, Gentleman, having eight ballots of the nine put into the

box, is declared elected a Privy Councillor.

Mr. Conwell applied for leave of absence, which is granted.

On motion of Mr. Bassett for a leave of absence for a few days,
j

the same is granted,.
i

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.
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Tuesday, A. M., February 2d, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs.
Conwell and Bassett.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly direct-

ing Samuel Patterson, Esquire, State Treasurer, to pay to the

Continental Congress this State’s quota of the Continental tax

for the year 1778, amounting to sixty thousand dollars, and the

following verbal message, viz :

^'‘Gentlemen: \

“ The House of Assembly have resolved to adjourn this d^iy to
‘

‘ some future day.
’ ’

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. ,

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and resumed the consideration of the com-
mittee’s report on the Public Accounts, and proposed and agreed
to sundry amendments.

The committee to whom were recommitted the bill for the

relief of wounded officers, soldiers, &c., now reported, as their

opinion, that the same be rejected and a new one framed instead

thereof A bill for this purpose being laid on the table, was, by
order, read the first time.

Mr. Kollock, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered at the Chair the bill for raising one hundred and ninety-eight

thousand dollars, for the service of the year 1779, by a general

tax, signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly, together

with the original bill, the committee’s report thereon, and the
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amendments proposed by the Council thereto, in order to be
compared and signed by the Speaker of the Council, with a res-

olution for affixing the Great Seal thereto.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return to the House of Assembly the

report of the Committee on the Public Accounts, and the paper

of amendments jjroposed thereto by the Council for their concur-

rence, with the j)ublic accounts and vouchers.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly with the above papers, according to order.

The Council took into consideration the verbal message from
the House of Assembly, delivered in the forenoon, and thereupn

Resolved, That a message, in answer to the same, be drawn
up at the table, which was read and agreed to, and is as follo\ys,

VIZ :

Gentlemen

:

The Council are of opinion that some of the business now be-

fore them, and which they deem necessary on the part of^your
and our constituents, cannot be completed in the short time your
honorable House have limited for their sitting by their verbal

message just delivered. The Council beg leave to remind you
that no instructions for or certificate of the appointment of the

Delegates from this State to Congress have been as yet sent to

us
;
that nothing has been done on the resolutions of Congress,

delivered to us through your House late last evening, and if time
is not given for these businesses they will be left undone. We
have thought it our duty thus to shew our opinion of the conse-

Quences that must ensue from the adjournment of your House
this evening, and submit the same to your consideration.

Signed by order of the Council.

Dover, February 2d, 1779.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes deliver the said message to the

House of Assembly.

Mr. Clowes reported the delivery according to order.

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly directing Samuel
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Patterson, Esq., State Treasurer, to pay this State’s quota of the

Continental tax for the year 1778 to the Continental Congress,
was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time and dis-

agreed to
;
and tliereupon, on motion,

Resolved, That the President or Commander-in-Chief of this

State be authorized and appointed to draw orders on Samuel
Patterson, Esq., State Treasurer, as well for the sixty thousand
dollars raised in this State for the proportion demanded by Con-
gress for the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight,

as for the one hundred and fifty thousand dollars to be raised in

the State for its proportion demanded by Congress for the year
seventeen hunilred and seventy-nine, when the same, or any fourth

part thereof, shall come to the hands of the State Treasurer, and'

direct the payment of the said sums respectively into the Trea-
sury of the United States, and there placed to the credit of fliis

State.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk deliver the same to the House.of As-
sembly for their concurrence, together with the resolution of the ,

House of Assembly disagreed to by the Council.

On motion, by order.

The resolution directing the President to receive the monies
due on the bond of John Jones, Esq., et al., was read, concurred
in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, P. M., February i, 1779.

“ Mr. Speaker laid before the House an obligation, dated the
“ ist May, 1777, for one thousand pounds from John Jones, John
“Dagworthy, and Levin Derrickson, of the County of Sussex,

“Esquires, to this State, the said sum being a loan from the
“ State to the said John Jones, in pursuance of divers resolutions

“of the General Assembly in February, 1777, for the encourage-
“ ment and assistance of him in erecting salt works in this State,

“with a special condition, agreeable to the purport of the said
“ resolutions; and the House taking the same into consideration,
“ and it appearing that no supply of salt for the use of the State,

“made and manufactured therein, hath been obtained, and that
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“more than one year hath elapsed since the date of the bond
“aforesaid,

'^Resolved, That it be recommended to the President or Com-
“ mander-in-Chief forthwith to take necessary and effectual mea-
“sures to obtain the monies payable by the said obligation on
“the non-performance of the condition thereof, and on the re-

“ceipt of the same to apply them to the payment of the allow-

“ances heretofore made by the General Assembly to the Militia

“of Sussex County.”

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return the foregoing resolution to the

House of Assembly, concurred in by the Council, together with

Mr. Jones’ bond and the original resolution.

On motion, by order,
^

The memorial from the members of the Privy Council, and the

resolution of the House of Assembly founded thereon, were read
the second time, and an amendment was proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent, with the said

resolution, to the House of Assembly for their concurrence, by
Mr. Polk.

Mr. Derrickson, a member of Assembly, was admitted and
presented to the Chair a message from the House of Assembly
to the Council, which, by order, was read, and follows in these

words, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“The House of Assembly have taken your message, just now
“delivered, into consideration. The desire they have to com-
“plete the public business which at this time appears immedi-
“ately necessary to be concluded, has induced them to postpone
“their intended adjournment until to-morrow evening, but can-
“not agree to sit longer

;
and therefore desire that all possible

“dispatch may be given to the business most urgent.”

On motion, by order.

The bill for making provision for the relief of wounded officers

and soldiers, &c., was read the second time, and passed the
Council.
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Ordered, That Mr. Polk deliver the same to the House of

Assembly for their concurrence, and return the bill proposed by
that House rejected by the Council.

On motion, by order,

The supplementary bill to the act for keeping in good repair

the bridge and causey over the Broadkiln, in Sussex County,
was read the second time and deferred for consideration till to-

morrow morning.

Adjourned till eight o’clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, A. M., February 3d, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Polk now reported the delivery of the several papers given
in charge to him, agreeable to the order of yesterday.

On motion, by order.

The President’s message to the General Assembly, of the first

instant, and its inclosures, were severally read, and the said mes-
sage is as follows, viz :

'^Gentlemen of the General Assembly

:

“I have just received, by express, from his Excellency, the
“ President of Congress, a letter of the 22d ultimo, inclosed with
‘

‘ divers acts of that honorable body on the subject of Finance,
‘

‘ which I have ordered the Secretary to lay before your Honors
“ for your perusal.

“C^SAR RODNEY.
“Dover, February ist, 1779.”

On motion, by order.

The bill to increase the salaries and allowances to the Justices

of the Supreme Court was read the third time and will pass.
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Ordered, That Mr. Baning return the same to the House of

Assembly, agreed to by the Council.

The Council now resumed the consideration of the supplemen-
tary bill to the act for keeping in good repair the bridge and
causey over the Broadkiln, in Sussex County, and some amend-
ments, by way of addition to the same, were proposed, agreed
to, and ordered to be transcribed and sent therewith to the House
of Assembly, for their concurrence, by Mr. Patterson.

Mr. Baning now reported the delivery of the bill to increase

the salaries and allowances to the Justices of the Supreme Court,

according to order.

On motion,

Ordered, That the bill for raising one hundred and ninet><-

eight thousand dollars, for the service of the year one thousand
seven hundred and seventy-nine, by a general tax, and the^bill,

by way of supplement to the act entitled “An act to enable the

owners and possessors of the meadow, marsh and cripple on the

south side of Christiana Creek, called Fern Hook Marsh, and
of the marsh and meadow on the south side of the same creek,

«

called Bosnian’s Creek Marsh, in the County of New Castle, t6

keep the banks and sluices in repair, and to raise a fund to de-

fray the expenses thereof,” being severally read and compared,
be signed by the Speaker of the Council and returned, by Mr.
Patterson, to the House of Assembly, together with the resolu-

tion of that House for affixing the Great Seal to the said bills,

concurred in by Council.

Mr. Craghead, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair the memorial from the members of the Privy

Council and the resolution founded thereon, with the amendments
proposed thereto by the Council disagreed to by the House of

Assembly.

The same member also returned to the Chair the resolution

of Council empowering the President to draw orders on the State

Treasurer for the payment of the sixty thousand dollars and one
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, raised and to be raised for the

years one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight and one
thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine, into the Continental

Treasury, with an amendment proposed thereto by the House of

50
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Assembly, and the resolution of that House disagreed to by the

Council.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the Public Ac-
counts and vouchers, the report of the committee thereon, and
the Council’s amendments thereto, in part agreed to by the

House of Assembly.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Patterson now reported the delivery of the several papers
committed to him according to order.

The Council took into consideration the report of the Commit-
tee for Public Accounts and such of their amendments thereto as

were disagreed to by the House of Assembly, and, on motion.

Resolved, That the Council appoint a committee to confer with

a committee of the House of Assembly on the subject matter of

the said amendments, and Messrs. Patterson and Clowes are

named on the part of this House.

The Council took into consideration their amendment pro-

posed to the resolution of the House of Assembly empowering
the Speakers of the two Houses to draw for divers sums of

money in favor of the members of the Privy Council, &c., re-

turned as rejected by the House of Assembly, and adhered to

the same, and, on motion,

Resolved, That the Council appoint Messrs. Patterson and
Clowes a committee to confer with a committee of the. House of

Assembly on the subject matter of the said amendments, dis-

agreed to by the House of Assembly and adhered to by the

Council, and thereupon the following message was drawn up at

the table, and read and agreed to, viz :
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Genileynen

:

The Council having taken into their consideration those parts

of the report of the General Committee of Accounts to which they

had proposed certain amendments, and since disagreed to by your
honorable House, to wit : the allowance of sixty-one pounds five

shillings to John Casson, for rations, and the allowance of forty

shillings per day, instead of thirty shillings, to John Bullen, as

Commissary of the Whig Battalion of Kent County, do still ad-

here to their proposed amendments in these two cases, and unless

some reasons, not yet made known to them, shall be offered to

induce a change of oj)inion, must continue to do so.

The Council have also reconsidered their amendment proposed
to your resolution of the 26th ultimo, empowering the Speakers
of the two Houses to draw for divers sums of money in favor^of

the members of the Privy Council, &c., and do also adhere to

the same
;
but, being willing to inform and be informed oGevery

thing relative to the subjects of these amendments, do propose a

conference by committees, to be appointed from each House,
and, in confidence of your approbation of this mode, have named
Messrs. Patterson and Clowes on the part of this House, to mept
such gentlemen as may be appointed by you forthwith.

Signed by order of the Council.

Dover, February 3, 1779.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk deliver the same to the House of
Assembly.

Mr. Polk reported the delivery according to order.

The Council took into their consideration their resolution em-
powering the President to draw for the sixty thousand dollars

and one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, raised and to be
raised in this State in the years seventeen hundred and seventy-

eight and seventeen hundred and seventy-nine, and to,be paid
into the Continental Treasury, and the amendments proposed
thereto by the House of Assembly, to insert the words [Speakers
of the Council and House of Assembly be directed], instead of
the words [President or Commander-in-Chief of this State be
authorized and appointed], and the amendment being agreed to

and made, the resolution was transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly, by Mr. Clowes, for concurrence.
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Mr. Cook, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the bill entitled “A supplement to an act entitled

‘An act for keej)ing- in good repair the causey and bridge over
the Broadkiln Creek, in Sussex County, and for regulating the

toll for passing the same,’ ” and also the bill to increase the

salaries and allowances of the Justices of the Supreme Court,
severally engrossed and signed by the Speaker of the House of

Assembly, together with a resolution for affixing the Great Seal

to the said bills.

On motion, by order.

The foregoing bills were severally read, compared, and ordered
to be signed by the Speaker of the Council

;
which was done ac-

cordingly.

On motion, by order,
#

The resolution for affixing the Great Seal to the said bills was
read and concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes return to the House of Assembly
the foregoing bills, resjjectively signed by the Speaker of thg*

Council, and also the resolution for affixing the Great Seal there-

to, concurred in by the Council.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of that House requesting the Presi-

dent to transmit an exemplified copy of the act empowering the

Delegates in Congress to subscribe the Articles of Confederation.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of

the House of Assembly in favor of the Clothier-General, for the

sum of two thousand five hundred pounds, to enable him to pur-

chase a quantity of linen for the Delaware Regiment, with a reso-

lution of that House obliging him to give security for the faithful

discharge of his duty in office, and to be accountable for the pub^
lie monies which come to his hands.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of

the House of Assembly directing the Speakers of the two Houses
to transmit to the commissioners under the act for raising one
hundred and ninety-eight thousand dollars notifications of their

appointment, and the following message, viz :
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Gentlemen:

“The House of Assembly have taken into consideration your
“message, just now delivered, respecting the appointment of

“conferees on the amendments proposed to the report of the

“Committee of Accounts, &c.
,
and have nominated on their

“part Messrs. Joshua Clayton, West, and Kollock, for that pur-

“pose. This House also inform the Council that they intend

“shortly to adjourn, and beg the Council to give what dispatch

“they can to the most urgent business before them.”

On motion, by order,

The preceding resolutions, delivered with the above message,
were severally read and concurred in, and are as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly^ '

“Wednesday, P. M., February 3, 1779.

Resolved, That the President or Commander-in-Chief be and
“he is hereby empowered and requested to transmit to thq.Dele-
“ gates of this State in Congress an exemplified copy, under the
“ Great Seal, of the act of Assembly entitled “An act to author-

“ize and empower the Delegates of the Delaware State to sfib-
,

“scribe and ratify the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual
“ Union between the several States.” i

I

“In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, P. M., February 3, 1779.

“Whereas it is proper that every person who holds any post

“or place of j)rofit within this State should give security for the

“faithful performance of the duties thereof, and to account for

“the public monies which may by virtue thereof come into his
‘

‘ hands
;
therefore

''Resolved, That George Craghead, Esq., Clothier-General of
“this State, be required to give bond, in the name of the Dela-
“ware State, with one or more sufficient sureties, in the sum
“of fifteen thousand pounds, lawful money of this State, on or
“before the first. day of April next, conditioned for the faithful

“performance of the duties of the said office, and to render
,

“a just and true account to the General Assembly of all the
“ monies that may come into his hands by virtue of said office.
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"^Also resolved, That Samuel Patterson, Esquire, be and he is

“ hereby empowered and requested to take the said bond and lay
‘

‘ the same before the General Assembly at their next meeting.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Cr k of Assemblyr
“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, P. M., February 3, 1779.

“Whereas it is necessary to provide linen for the Delaware
“ Regiment for the present year,

"'Resolved, That the Speakers of the Council and House of

“Assembly do forthwith draw an order on the State Treasurer
“ in favor of George Craghead, Esq., Clothier-General for this^

“State, for the sum of two thousand five hundred pounds, to

“enable him to purchase a quantity of linen for the purpose
“aforesaid, and the said Clothier-General to be accountable for

“ the said sum to the General Assembly.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, CV k of Assemblyr ‘

“In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, P. M., February 3, 1779.

"Resolved, That the Speakers of the Council and House of

“Assembly transmit to William McClay, of New Castle County,
“merchant; William Manlove, of Kent County, merchant, and
“Colonel Caleb Cirwithin, of Sussex County, a notice of their

“appointment in the act for raising one hundred and ninety-
‘

‘ eight thousand dollars, for the purpose of ascertaining the
“ value of all real property within this State.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Cr k of Assembly."

Ordered, That the preceding resolutions, with the concurrence
of the Council thereto respectively, be returned, by Mr. Clowes,
to the House of Assembly.

Resolved, That the resolutions of the General Assembly on
the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union between the
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States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island,

Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,

Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor-
gia, passed previous to the act of ratification, be transcribed and
ctM'tified copies of the same sent to the respective Delegates from

tliis State in Congress forthwith.

Ordered, That the same be sent to the House of Assembly,
for their concurrence, by Mr, Clowes.

Mr. Clowes, being returned, reported the delivery of the sev-

eral papers committed to him, according to order.

On motion, by order,

The resolution for the payment of cloth, taken and seized by
Colonel Charles Pope for the use of the Delaware Regiment, was
read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

*

“In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., January 20th, 1779.

“The Committee of Accounts, to whom were referred the

“accounts of divers quantities of cloth taken from several fulling*

“mills within this State by Lieutenant Colonel Charles Pope, oT »

“the Delaware Regiment, for the clothing of the said regiment,

“now reported a state thereof, amounting to eight hundred and
“forty-five pounds sixteen shillings and four pence half penny,
“and the same being taken into consideration.

Resolved, That the Clothier-General for this State be and he
“is hereby authorized and required to pay into the hands of the

“owners or managers of the fulling mills respectively from whom
“the said Charles Pope hath taken cloth for the clothing of the

“said regiment such sum or sums of money as may be due for

“the same, upon their producing accounts therefor duly authen-
‘ ticated

;
and that the Speakers of both Houses be and they are

“hereby empowered and directed to draw an order on the State

“Treasurer for the sum of eight hundred and fifty pounds in

“favor of the said Clothier-General, to enable him to carry into

“execution this resolution.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, CRk of AssemblyR
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Ordered, That Mr. Polk return the same to the House of As-
sembly concurred in by the Council.

Mr. Polk reported the delivery thereof according to order.

The committee of conferees on the subject matter of the amend-
ments proj)osed to the report of the Committee of Public Ac-
counts, now delivered their report at the table, which, by order,

was read and agreed to.

Mr. Lockwood, a member of Assembly, was admitted and re-

turned to the Chair the resolution of Council for furnishing the

Delegates in Congress with certified copies of the resolutions

passed previous to the act of ratification, concurred in by the

House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a certificate of

appointment of l^elegates from this State to Congress.

Mr. Craghead, a member of Assembly, was admitted and re-

turned to the Chair the resolution of the Council empowering the

Sj)eakers of the two Houses to draw orders for the payment of

divers sums into the Continental Treasury, concurred in by the

House of Assembly. /

The same member also delivered to the Chair the resolution

empowering the Speakers of the two Houses to draw for divers

sums of money in favor of the members of the Privj^ Council,

w'ith the amendments proposed thereto by the Council acceded
to by the House of Assembly and made therein

;
whereupon the

the said resolution was concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., January 26th, 1779.

“The House of Assembly having resumed the consideration
“ of that part of the report of the committee to whom the remonr
“strance of the Chief Justice of this State and the memorial of

“the Privy Council were referred, which relates to an allowance
“to each of the members of the said Council,

-^Resolved, That the Speakers of the Council and House of

“Assembly be empowered and directed to draw on the Trustees
“ of the Loan Offices of this State, or any of them, for the sum
‘

‘ of one hundred pounds in favor of each of the members of the
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“ Privy Council of this State, for his expenses incurred in the

“discharge of the duties of his office previous to the passing of

“the act of the General Assembly entitled ‘An act for regulating

“and establishing the fees of divers civil officers of this State,

“and other purposes therein mentioned,’ on the 26th day of

“June last
;
and that the Speakers of both Houses be also em-

“ powered and directed to draw, in like manner, for the sum of

“one hundred pounds in favor of James Booth, Secretary of this

“State, for his services and expenses incurred by his attendance

“on the duties of his said office during the time aforesaid.

‘
‘ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Cr k of Assembly

r

On motion, by order.

The certificate of the appointment of Delegates to Congress
was read, and an amendment was proposed, agreed to, and or-

dered to be transcribed.
•

Ordered, That Mr. Patterson wait on the House of Assembly
with the said certificate and transcribed amendment, for their

concurrence, and return the resolution empowering the Speakers
of the two Houses to draw for divers sums of money in favor *of «

the members of the Privy Council, concurred in by the Council.

Mr. Patterson, being returned, reported the delivery of the

above papers according to order.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt return to the House of Assembly
the two accounts of Cicsar Rodney, Esq., with their vouchers,

amounting to five thousand two hundred and sixty-six pounds
nineteen shillings and two pence, and inform them that the

Council have examined and allowed the same, and that he de-

liver the following verbal message, viz :

Gentlemen

:

The Council beg leave to remind you that you have not in-

formed them of your determination upon the two first matters

reported upon by the committee of conferees relative to the al-

lowance for rations to Captain Casson and his officers, and the

allowance to John Bullen for his service as Commissary to the

Whig Battalion, and until this is known these accounts cannot be
closed.

I

5
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Mr. Hyatt reported the delivery of the above papers accord-
ing to order.

The Council now took into consideration the supplement to

the embargo act, sent from the House of Assembly, and agreed
that the following verbal message should be sent to that House,
viz :

Gentlemen

:

The Council having under their consideration the supplement
to the embargo act, sent from your House, beg to be informed
how it hath appeared to your honorable House that there is

“just cause to fear that unless a prohibition of the exportation

of provisions from this State be extended to the States of Mary-
land and Virginia many of the inhabitants of this State will suf-^

fer.” As this House have as yet a different sentiment of the

quantity of provisions to be spared from the State, but lest |he
fears above expressed may prove real and great distress ensue to

our constituents, we think it our duty, though thus Jate in the

session, to proceed on this bill if from your state of the fact it

shall in any wise appear dangerous to omit it, and at the same
time we beg to know why the States of Maryland and Virginia;,

only are excluded, and the States of Pennsylvania and New Jer-

sey left open, as it hath and will probably happen that the expor-
tation to Pennsylvania alone will exceed that of all the rest.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt deliver the same to the House of

Assembly.

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported the delivery according to

order.

Mr. Derrickson, a member of Assembly, was admitted and
delivered to the Chair the public accounts and vouchers, the

report of the committee thereon, and the Council’s amendments
thereto, with the report of the joint committee of conference,

agreed to by the House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered a resolution of the House of

Assembly empowering the Speakers of the two Houses to draw
for monies agreed by the General Assembly to be due to Capt.

Nathaniel Mitchell and a certain William Arnold, of Sussex
County

;
and also the certificate of the appointment of Delegates
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to Congress, with the amendment proposed thereto by the Coun-
cil acceded to by the House of Assembly.

On motion, by order.

The foregoing report of the joint committee of conference was
read, concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“The joint committee of conference report that they have
“agreed to allow Captain Casson and officers the sum of sixty-

“one pounds five shillings, for' their rations.

“They further report that, on examining John Bullen’s ac-
“ count, they are of opinion he should be allowed the sum of one
“hundred and eighty pounds for his services as Commissary to

“the Whig Battalion, and that the balance due from him to the
“ State is fifty-three pounds, on that service. •

^

“They further report that the amendment proposed by the

“Council to the resolution of the House of Assembly resp*ecting
‘

‘ the Privy Council should be agreed to.
’ ’

On motion, by order,

The foregoing resolution empowering the Speakers of the two
Houses to draw in favor of Captain Mitchell and William Arnold *

|

was read, concurred in, and is as follows, viz
: |

“ In the House of Assembly, !

“Wednesday, P. M., February 3, 1779. ;

“ On motion,

''Resolved, That the Speakers of the Council and Assembly be
“empowered and directed to draw upon the State Treasurer for

“the sum of one hundred and seventy-nine pounds six shillings

“and two pence half-penny, agreed by th,e General Assembly, '

“on the twenty-second day of February, one thousand seven
“hundred and seventy-seven, to be due to Captain Nathaniel

“Mitchell, and also for the sum of one hundred and twelve

“pounds and three pence, agreed by the General Assembly,
i

“on the same day, to be due to a certain William Arnold, of
“ Sussex County.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of AssevtblyR
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On motion, by order, the certificate of the appointment of

Delegates was read, concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly of the Delaware State,

“Wednesday, P. M., February 3, 1779.

“Whereas the Honorable John Dickinson, Nicholas Van-
“ dyke, and Thomas McKean, Esquires, have been chosen, by
“joint ballot of both Houses in the General Assembly, to rep-
“ resent the Delaware State in the Congress of the United States
“ of America this present year,

'"Resolved, That they, or any of them, are hereby fully au-

“thorized and empowered, for and in behalf of this State, to
‘

‘ concert, agree to, and execute any measure which they, or

“any tvyo of them, together with a majority of the said Con-
“gress, shall judge necessary for the defence, security, interest'

“and welfare of this State in particular, and the United States
‘

‘ in general
;
and generally to exercise, in concert with otfier

“of the United States in Congress assembled, the respective

“powers prescribed in the Articles of Confederation and Per-
“ petual Union of the said States.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH, ^

“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

R

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes return the foregoing report, reso-

lution and certificate, with the concurrence of the Council thereto

respectively, and the public accounts and vouchers, to the House
of Assembly.

Mr. Clowes, being returned, reported the delivery of the above
according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, February 4, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs.

Conwell, Bassett, and Read.

Resolved, That the Speaker and Mr. Bassett revise and correct

the minutes of this House and have the same printed.*

Whereas the General Assembly of Delaware, by their joint

resolution of the 3d February instant, empowered and directed

the Speakers of the Council and House of Assembly to draw
their orders on the State Treasurer as well for the sixty thousand
dollars raised in this State for the proportion demanded by Con-
gress for the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight

as for the one hundred and fifty thousand dollars to be raised 5n

the State for its proportion demanded by Congress for the year

seventeen hundred and seventy-nine, when the same, or* any
fourth part thereof, shall come to the hands of the State Trea-

surer, and to direct the payment of the said sums respectively

into the Treasury of the United States, there to be placed to the

credit of this State,

You are hereby directed to pay the said sixty thousand dollars

into the said Treasury of the United States forthwith, and also

the one hundred and fifty thousand dollars when the same, or

any fourth thereof, may come to your hands, and have the same
placed to the credit of this State, and the same payments shall be
allowed you on settlement of your accounts with the committee
of the General Assembly for that purpose to be appointed.

Then the Council allowed the following accounts, brought in

at their present meeting, for services rendered the State and ex-

penses incurred during their attendance on the Council, viz :

No. I. To Col. French Battell’s account, as ad-
justed, 420 15 9

No. 2. To Samuel Patterson, Esq., his account for

traveling charges, ..., 6 00

Carried over, 426 15 9

* The motion to adopt and the note of passage of this and the subsequent reso-

lution are absent in the original minutes.
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Brought over, ^426 15 9
No. 3. To William Polk, Esq., ditto, 2 10 0

4 - To John Clowes, Esq., ditto 3 0 0

5 - To Peter Hyatt, Esq., ditto, I 10 0
6. To William Conwell, Esq., ditto 3 0 0

7 - To George Read, Esq., ditto, 9 0 6

8. To Benjamin Vining, as Clerk of Council, 20 10 0

9 - To Thomas North, barber, his account, . 17 5 0
10. To John Bullen, his account for forage, . 9 12 0
II. To sundries from Mr. Battell, 3 17 6

Total,* . • Z516 0 9

Ordered, That the Speaker draw orders on the Trustees of

the Loan Offices of Kent and Sussex Counties, in equal pro^-

.

portions, for the said sum of five hundred and sixteen pounds
and nine pence, in favor of Mr. French Battell. ,

Whereupon the said orders were drawn, and the Council ad-

journed till the 17th day of May next, to meet at the Town of

Dover.

* This total is more than the items show, but so it is recorded.

;
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL.
\

MAY, 1779.





VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

ADJOURNED SESSION, MAY, 1779.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, in the

County of Kent, by adjournment, on Monday, the 17th day of

May, Anno Domini 1779, a sufficient number of the members
to compose a House not attending, the Council adjourned frojfi

day to day until Monday, the 24th day of this instant

Monday, May 24th, 1779.

The following members attended in the Council, viz :

For New Castle County—Peter Hyatt.

For Kent County—The Honorable Thomas Collins, Richard
Bassett, John Baning.

For Sussex County—William Conwell, William Polk, John
Clowes.

On motion.

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to wait on his

Excellency, the President, and inform him that a sufficient num-

52
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her of the members of the Council have met to form a House, and
are ready to receive any business which he may have to lay be-

fore them.

The gentlemen chosen : Mr. Bassett and Mr. Conwell.

The committee, being returned, reported that they had waited
on his Excellency, the President, with the above message, ac-

cording to order, when he was pleased, in answer, to say that

he had laid all the business which he had before the General As-
sembly, by message, which was delivered to the Speaker of the

House of Assembly.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., May 25th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Cook, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a message from the President to the General Assem-
bly, inclosing a letter from the President of Congress of the 7th

April, and two acts of Congress, the one, of the 23d March, for

regulating the Clothing Department, the other, of the 5th April,

|)roviding for the pay of live otlicers employed in it
;
also a letter

from Mr. Pomeroy, Commissioner for settling all accounts of

arrearages for clothing for tlie year 1777, requesting a return of

the expenditures of this State, and an act of Congress of the 2d
March to that effect.

The same member also delivered a letter from the President

of the State of New Hampshire, inclosing an act of the General
Court of that State to prevent the return into that State of certain

persons therein mentioned, &c.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a copy of the

President’s Proclamation for suspending part of the act “to
prohibit the exportation of provisions from this State beyond the

seas for a limited time,” so far as the same relates to the Massa-
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chusetts Bay
;
with a letter from the President of Gong^ress, in-

closing an act of that body for affording relief to the distressed

inhabitants of the Island of Bermuda, and a resolution of the

House of Assembly prohibiting the exportation of Indian Corn
to the Island of Bermuda.

On motion, by order, the foregoing message, and its inclo-

sures, were severally read, and the said message follows in these

words, viz :

'^Gentlemen of the General Assembly :

“Since your last sitting I received a letter from the honora-
“ble the President of Congress, with an act of that honorable
“body, dated the ninth day of March last, recommending it to

“the several States to make up and complete their respective

“battalions to their full complement, by drafts, or in any other

“manner they shall think proper, and to have their quotas of

“deficiencies ready to take the field and to march to such* place

“as the Commander-in-Chief shall direct without delay, &c. As
“there is not a power vested in any but the General Assembly
“ to comply with the act on the part of this State, and as this is

“the first opportunity I have had, I must now, tho’ late in the

“year, beg leave to lay the letter and act, with a return of fhe 1 .

“regiment, before your Honors for consideration.

“The Secretary will lay before your Honors, with the Presi-
j

“dent’s letter, two acts of Congress, one of the twenty-third of
j

“March, for regulating the Clothing Department, the other, of
|

“the fifth of April, providing for the pay of the officers employed
|

“in it. He will also lay before you a letter from Mr. Pomeroy,
j

“ the Commissioner appointed to settle and jiay all accounts of

“arrearages for clothing due to the troops of these States for the
j

“ year seventeen hundred and seventy-seven, requesting a return
j

“of the expenditures of this State, and also an act of Congress,
|

“dated the second of March, to that effect. !

“ By the Secretary I have sent you a letter from his Excellen-
j

“cy, the President of the State of New Hampshire, inclosing an
|

“act of the General Court of that State ‘to prevent the return-
“ ing into the State certain persons therein named, and others .

“who have left or shall leave that State, or either of the United
“States of America, and have joined or shall join the enemies
“thereof’ '
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“ Permit me to inform your Honors that, in virtue of a recom-
“ mendation of Congress, I have, with the advice of the Privy

“Council, suspended, by proclamation under the Great Seal, a

“part of the act 'to prohibit the exportation of provisions from
“this State beyond the seas for a limited time,’ so far as the

“same relates to the State of Massachusetts Bay, and now send
“you, with a copy of the proclamation above mentioned, a

“recommendation of Congress for affording relief to the dis*

“ tressed inhabitants of Bermuda.

“ Gentlemen— I have just received, and beg leave to lay before

“you for consideration, a letter from the Honorable John Dick-
“ inson, Esquire, one of the Delegates in Congress on the part
“ of this State, by which you will find Congress have called upon
“the United States, in addition to the sum required by a resolu-

“tion of the second of January last, for their respective quotas ^

“of five millions of dollars, to be paid into the Continental Trea-
“sury before the first day of January next

;
that the quotas stte

“to be in the same proportion with those of the fifteen million,

“and that the quota of this State will be four hundred and fifty

thousand dollars.

“You will receive herewith a remonstrance, signed by a num-
‘

‘ ber of the officers of the Delaware Regiment, addressed to the
“ House, and just put into my hands to lay before you.

“Dover, May 24th, 1779. C^.SAR RODNEY.”

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly prohibiting the ex-

portation of Indian corn to the Island of Bermuda was read the

first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Li/

Eodem Die, P. M.

'y

it

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the resolution prohibiting the exporta-

tion of Indian corn to the Island of Bermuda was read the second
time and rejected

;
and thereupon

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed on the part

of the Council to confer with a committee of the House of As*
sembly on the subject matter of the resolution of Congress for

affording relief to the distressed inhabitants of Bermuda, and the

resolution of the House of Assembly founded thereon.
^

The members chosen : Mr. Clowes and Mr. Bassett. ^

Ordered, That Mr, Conwell return to the House of Assembly
the foregoing resolution of Congress, and the resolution of the

Assembly founded thereon, and deliver the following verbal mes-
sage from the Council to the House of Assembly, viz : •

Gentlemen .•

The Council took into consideration your resolution of yester-

terday respecting the exportation of Indian corn from this State

to the Island of Bermuda, for the relief of the distressed inhab-

itants there, and beg leave to inform your honorable House that,

as at present advised, they cannot concur with you, and therefore

propose that a committee of both Houses be appointed to confer

on the subject matter of the said resolution, if agreeable to your
honorable House, and do accordingly appoint, on the part of

this House, for the purpose aforesaid, Messrs. John Clowes and
Richard Bassett, who will attend your committee when and where
they shall appoint.

Mr. Conwell, being returned,

above papers according to order.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the answer of the House of Assembly to the

above verbal message of the Council, which was read, and is in

these words, viz :

reported the delivery of the

!
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“ In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., May 25, 1779.

“Read the first time, and the House, on their part, appoint
“Messrs. Lea, Ridgely, and Latimer conferees for the purpose
‘

‘ aforesaid.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, CVk of Assembly:'

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 8 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., May 26, i779r.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Some of the members attending the committee of conference,

the Council adjourned till three o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The committee of conferees on the subject matter of the reso-

lution of the House of Assembly prohibiting the exportation of

Indian corn from this State to the Island of Bermuda for the

relief of the distressed inhabitants there, now made their report,

which, by order, was read and agreed to.

On motion, by order.

The supplementary bill to the act of pardon was read by para-

graphs, and sundry amendments were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent, with the said
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bill, to the House of Assembly for consideration and concurrence,

Y by Mr. Baning.

On motion of Mr. Polk, for leave of absence till ten o’clock on
Monday next, the same was granted.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 8 o’clock.

I'

Thursday, A. M., May 27th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Polk. \

Mr. Baning now reported the delivery of the papers comnytted
to him, according to the order of yesterday.

Mr. Davis, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the accounts and vouchers of the Clothier-General,

with the report of the Joint Committee for Public Accounts
thereon.

On motion,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare and bring

in a bill, by way of supplement to an act entitled “An act to pro-

hibit the exportation of provisions from this State beyond the

seas for a limited time.’’

The members chosen ;

On motion, by order,

Mr. Bassett and Mr. Clowes.

The report of the Joint Committee for Public Accounts on the

Clothier-General’s accounts, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time and agreed
to, and is as follows, viz :

“The Joint committee appointed for settling and adjusting the
“public accounts, report that they have examined the accounts
“of expenditures of George Craghead, Esq., Clothier-General
“of this State, and find a balance due from the said George
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‘
‘ Craghead to this State of two hundred and fifty-six pounds ten

“shillings and two pence. In the examination of tne account
“they find that he has charged a commission of five per cent.
“ on all his purchases, as also on the sum of two thousand three

“hundred and twenty pounds paid to the officers of the Dela*

“ware Regiment, voted to them by a resolution of the General
‘

‘ Assembly as a compensation for their former services, which
“commissions, your committee think, are too large and extrava-
“ gant for that last mentioned service, and that two and a-half

“per cent, will be a sufficient allowance for paying away that
‘

‘ sum, and have therefore charged him with the sum of fifty-

“ eight pounds, it being the difference between the five per cent,

“and two and a-half per cent. All which your committee sub-
“ mit to the consideration of the House.”

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt return to the House of Assembljl
the foregoing accounts and vouchers of the Clothier-General,

with the report of the Joint Committee of Public Accounts th&re-

on, agreed to by the Council.

Mr. Hyatt reported the delivery thereof according to order'

The committee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill, by^

way of supplement to an act entitled “An act to prohibit the

exportation of provisions from this State beyond the seas for a

limited time,” now delivered one at the table.

On motion, by order, the said bill was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time.

The same, by order, was read a third time by paragraphs and
will pass.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly for their concurrence, by Mr. —

.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 8 o’clock.
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Friday, A. M., May 28th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Mr. Read.

Mr. Stout, a member of Assembly, was admitted and presented

to the Chair a message from his Excellency, the President, to the

General Assembly, inclosing a memorial addressed to him by
Capt. William Murray, of the Island of Bermuda, praying leave

to exchange salt for corn.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of

the House of Assembly for a draught of twelve thousand dollars

in favor of the Clothier-General, with a resolution of that House
for the sale of divers articles of clothing by the said Clothier-

General.

On motion, by order,

The President’s message and Capt. Murray’s memorial, ac-

companying the same, were severally read, and the said message
is in these words, viz ;

Gentlemeii of the General Assembly

:

“Since my message of the 24th instant, I have received, and
“ now beg leave to lay before you, a letter from the President of

“Congress, with an act of that honorable body calling on the
“ States for forty-five millions of dollars.

“The Secretary will lay before your Honors, for consideration,

“the application of Captain William Murray, of the Island of
“ Bermuda, for leave to exchange salt for corn, and I am to in-
“ form you that Mr. Murray wishes to be called before the House
“and examined touching his application.

“Dover, May 28th, 1779. C^SAR RODNEY.’’

On motion, by order,

The resolution of the House of Assembly for a draught of
twelve thousand dollars in favor of the Clothier-General, was read
the first time.

53
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By special order the same was read the second time, con-

curred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Thursday, P. M., May 27th, 1779.

“ On motion,

""Resolved, That the Speakers of both House be empowered
“and directed to draw ui)on William McClay, Commissioner for

“the sale of Forfeited Estates in the County of New Castle, for
‘

‘ the sum of twelve thousand dollars in favor of George Crag-
“head, Esq., Clothier-General of this State, to enable him to

“furnish each officer of the Delaware Regiment with the clothes
‘

‘ allowed by the General Assembly to the said officers for the
‘

‘ present year.

“ Extract from the minutes. '

“JAS. BOOTH, CV k of Assemblyr*

On motion, by order,

The resolution of the House of Assembly for the sale of divers

articles of clothing by the Clothier-General, was read the first *

time.
*

By special order the same was read the second time, and some
amendments were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return to the House of Assembly
the resolution for a draught of twelve thousand dollars in favor

of the Clothier-General, with the concurrence of the Council
thereto, and also the resolution for the sale of divers articles of
clothing by the Clothier-General, with a paper of amendments
proposed thereto by the Council.
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Mr. Bailing, being returned, reported the delivery of the same
according to order.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to 'the Chair an act of Congress recommending to the several

States to complete their respective battalions to their full comple-
ment, with a resolution of the House of Assembly for filling up
the Delaware Regiment, and the return of said regiment, a re-

monstrance from the officers of the same regiment, and the reso-

lutions of the House of Assembly for the encouragement of the

officers thereof

On motion, by order,

The foregoing resolutions, return and remonstrance were sev-

erally read the first time.
^

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted ajid de-

livered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly
respecting the clothing of the Delaware Regiment, and also

the resolution for the sale of divers articles of clothing by the

Clothier-General, with the amendments proposed thereto by the

Council acceded to by the House of Assembly.

On motion, by order,

The foregoing resolution respecting the clothing of the Dela-
ware Regiment was read, concurred in, and is as follows, viz ;

‘‘In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, P. M., May 28th, 1779.

“Whereas George Craghead, Esq., Clothier-General, hath
“informed the House that there are divers quantities of woollen
“cloth, &c., belonging to this State, in the hands of Lieutenant
‘

‘ Colonel Charles Pope, of the Delaware Regiment, and others,

''Ordered therefore. That the said Clothier-General receive
‘

‘ of Colonel Pope all the cloths, blankets, and other articles

“of clothing in his hands belonging to this State, and also that
‘

‘ he receive of all other persons such clothing or articles thereof

“as they may have in possession belonging to the State, and
“apply the same towards clothing the Delaware Regiment, first

“returning an exact account of each article so obtained, and
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“from whom, to the President of the State, to be laid before the
“ General Assembly at their next sitting.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, CV k of Assemblyr
Ordered^ That Mr. Read return the foregoing resolution to the

House of Assembly, concurred in by the Council.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 8 o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., May 29th, 1779^

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Mr. Polk.

On motion.

The President’s message of the 28th instant, with the memorial
of William Murray, of the Island of Bermuda, was read a second
time and taken into consideration.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this House that the distress

of the inhabitants of the said Island of Bermuda ought to be re-

lieved by a speedy supply of provisions from this State, and that

power be given to the President, with the advice of the Privy
Council, to grant his license for the same to such persons whose
attachment to the United States is vouched or known, and that a

bill be prepared and brought in for this purpose.

Whereupon such a bill is laid upon the table.

On motion, ordered that the same be read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time, and it will

pass.

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed.

Ordered also, That the said bill engrossed be sent, with the

President’s message of the 28th instant, and Captain Murray’s
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memorial, to the House of Assembly, for their consideration and
concurrence, by Mr. Read.

Mr. Read, being returned, reported the delivery of the several

papers committed to him, according to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.
1

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the bill for the relief of the inhabitants of the

Island of Bermuda, concurred in by that House and signed by
their Speaker, with a resolution of the House of Assembly for

affixing the Great Seal to the same.
«

On motion, ordered that the said bill be now signed by the

Speaker of the Council, and that the same pass into a law.

Ordered also that the Speaker sign the resolution for affixing

the Great Seal to the said bill, and that the same be delivered to

the President.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the public accounts and vouchers, and the

report of the Joint Committee of Public Accounts, and a resolu-

tion of the House of Assembly for the advance of three hundred
dollars to Captain Learmouth.

On motion, by order, the said resolution was read the first

time.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.
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Monday, May 31st, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members as on Saturday,
except Messrs. Clowes, Polk and Conwell.

On motion, by order,

The resolution respecting an advance of monies to Captain
Learmouth was read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“Whereas by Captain Learmouth’s enlistment accounts for

“the last campaign, a balance appears due to him, but the same
‘

‘ cannot now be settled for want of the vouchers
;
therefore

> ^'Resolved, That the President of this State be requested to
“ advance three hundred dollars to the said John Learmouth cJUt

“of any public monies in his hands, for which the said Lear-
“ mouth is to be accountable to the General Assembly.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt return the foregoing resolution to the

House of Assembly, concurred in by the Council.

Mr. Hyatt reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Messrs. Clowes and Conwell.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

“ Extract from the minutes.

‘
‘ Sent for concurrence.

JAS. BOOTH,
CV k of AssemblyR

Tuesday, A. M., June ist, 1779.



* -
i'

•

IM'.

"'to 'iHr 'Hr> ^‘mivai/a i:^

j^M.i'VioM' ^ : .:

,X'^bni'r?. aO rn ^^'l‘>d'^l^^^a ;k 13 fb? i^'f j'Uii li:>i;iaor.> f>dT

„ .H'lwnoD bciii ,a-:>v/4.il) .iq'joxo

,.
.

• fVjbiO'Yd ,fiobofii vO

nkSciB*? 01 «;3inom b.' W!hvi^. lu. noiJ';fOf:,oi ^d'l

; -^iv ,awr4fu} f*i hem fd bsni.omvr^ Inui hr;‘ri «tv/ rhuoffrintiJ

iol fitCib'or)OJi irtomteUiiS s’dJc<)anji;x} fU/jjqi.O yd ^AriHSiHW *'

ia??f r ti.'d ,mIH i;i ^^^1b 8*iii9q(jc saaeifid r, nqii:q.nb.a iHjiil 'mI: I*

^
i’sidb-iiJ/b

i
te mr,v/ lol od won lonnfi'j**

o) h'5s>i’*‘::>u -rn tKf DliilB udJ io **»sh tr lT ,

}lA'< dlijoni ^e'5-I ijdo| -adt o3 a#jR.H >b jT^Thnuji wr j *>onnvbi3“
btca £)tb fbiiiw 7ol '.in ni itoirjL-iu »n'lt'q vn^jilo*‘

.
.vfdff»•>»?•A -s-idkl/iima-n fxJ td >.i thootn **

.nr00(1

Vn >'V,)
V

.p.^Xinum ad» nroil ^r.n/iJxH
**

.oonori'naoo ’iot irs'^c '*

oi ffui.ndf>c‘j7 4?jnf)T jnjyH- imri' ^Wt^Vv^iCi

.i(3rii.*oJ> L>dt yd [fi Urnnomo (‘jaaA lo t>auoH

riotiO OJ gnibiO'J'jii lo'jifiAl vi'jvihb otii trr in^^i jhjyH aM
:bx*b*o oi ,^njfnoui v/or.om-oJ dn !:onwo[bA

M
... /-:

^ v.iiy; '•"/ ^^5’

,Jai A .^aghhoT

,y«L»70lat>y uo s»; aiodfodrti tjnni-:.' sinij .i^rn JiMiboD odT
JhwiuO hriL e'jwolC) .aiaas^M oab b«fi

:'

-f.'

..B
''

M .^1 ,ihoh*ij I l[ij btiflinojbA



THE DELAWARE STATE, I 779- 423

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair a bill for the recovery of sundry sums of

money from the executrix of Jacob Kollock, deceased, with the

report of the committee for settling the Loan Office accounts in

the year seventeen hundred and seventy-six.

The same member also delivered a memorial from Capt. Allen
McLane, of the 28th April, 1779, addressed to the Congress of

the United States, accompanied with an act of Congress, founded
thereon, enclosed in a letter from the President of Congress to

the President of this State, and a report of the Joint Committed
of Accounts upon the same memorial, accounts and vouchers of

Capt. Allen McLane.

On motion, by order,

The foregoing memorial of Capt. Allen McLane, and the act

of Congress indorsed thereon, and the report of the Joint Com;*
mittee of Accounts on the said memorial and accounts, were
severally read, and the said report of the Joint Committee of

Accounts was concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, A. M., June ist, 1779.

“The Committee of Accounts, to whom were referred the

“memorial of Captain McLane, &c., made their report, which
“was read and agreed to by the House, and follows in these
words, viz :

“The Joint Committee of Accounts, to whom were referred

“the memorial of Captain McLane and the resolution of Con-
“gress thereon, beg leave to report that they have carefully ex-

“amined his accounts and all the circumstances attending them,
“and find that Capt. McLane has received the same allowance,
“at settlement of his accounts with the auditors, that the officers

“of the Delaware Regiment have, but that Capt. McLane, from
“his particular situation, not being under the direction of any
“State, and not having similar orders for recruiting with the
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‘
‘ officers belonging to particular States, he was obliged to pur-

“sue those of his colonel, whereby he incurred an extraordinary

“expense, amounting to three hundred and nine pounds four-

“teen shillings and four pence, which your committee think

“should be allowed him, and be charged by this State to the

“Continent, agreeable to the aforesaid resolution of Congress,
“ indorsed on his memorial.

“ On motion,

''Resolved, That the Speakers of both Houses draw on the

“State Treasurer for the aforesaid sum of three hundred and
“ nine pounds fourteen shillings and four pence in favor of Capt.
“ Allen McLane.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Cr k of Assembly."
'

Ordered, That the same be returned to the House of Assem-
bly, with the concurrence of the Council thereto, together with

Capt. McLane’ s memorial, accounts and vouchers, and the ,act

of Congress indorsed thereon, and the President’s letter, by Mr.

Clowes.
j

Mr. Cook, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair an act of Congress, of the i6th December last, for

annexing Captain Allen McLane’ s company to the Delaware
Regiment, and a copy of General Washington’s order to the

commanding officer of the Delaware Regiment to annex Capt.

McLane’ s company to the said regiment, together with a memo-
rial from Captain McLane to the General Assembly, praying
leave to be annexed to the Delaware Regiment, and a resolution

of the House of Assembly for that purpose, founded on the said

memorial.

On motion, by order, the foregoing papers were severally read,

and the resolution of the House of Assembly for annexing Capt.

McLane’s company to the Delaware Regiment, was concurred
in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., June i, 1779.
‘

‘ A memorial from Captain Allen McLane was presented to

“the Chair, and, by order, read the first time, and thereupon



'i'/- .
'.’ht

0} Sh'M ’:.'d
c'itr.^'‘-^o

t^-vfirHv^oi.i.!y-> n/>; -m\ vd-VM^v/ Jsirokn- a\d \o c?<iOr;j om<?

. .jol ch ri.vM,{ >r;n h-.in bnhfiu^i j:va(l o] rnK ,3^tnjqx3

',i:?j Tiiaaj^KJ d"'*;!'#/ :''3ff-j'
j
luoi i)'^' nf^ot

^

3jii ot 93 ari;i ‘^d 30 t'f'*- .;.itd
_

t*'-v#/oIii* ad

,f.i'JV;^h.. r.' ’U.. nohfi(o:-:->l Is ' .-nt «/? ,h:M'rU{tO.>
^

• y-^^rs^Viv'v no i>3r^ sc«i'>r<i
'

’

nO.“

no wii’ih rt^>•;/oIi d:vd >0 a'j li.iTr *‘

^
huf. fmh.f4 ;«-a 3 :;. .0 K> bii:itVrV/h: O.M luJ

m") V) -'ovni rri <; 'uj-di. '.or hinu.tq "
‘

' naUA “
„,.,

3fit m(V:t r)/a.t,3wi
.
-il ,

tO Z‘ ‘.i *r*> < 1 i ;d 1 •,*

,diiw J Ir.-'Ufjor.) 'jM? do o'^>ia!T'for#03 ^>if.J dj»v.‘ .'(!d

.ooi. '»a> ' >«»; ,K‘?'id.H»t'W bilk «i ,lnn< •(•.•
.-a'. .-’ Jt^rO

^ v„ '.j

f'5 7-i;h)! 'yd* ^ c:h r*ny,‘,iii aw^a-oO ”lo • . -o-'.i

.fe^wolD

h->i'3vi!ab ':• xUi. ^'.ur lc» /? ';p
'

o-

••di ,-7j,Ki df'M t.wfMo Ui T-a; n/s dod'; L)dj oi
,

i>'vt,o(ibCI oili /'. a|Juo:»

3 (ft 01 \J::o p*a^i;^rTM»>';W ^,'3nrjO ‘^o

,1Uw*") o.i :i7j'.v/i>-. ,/v i jif , *io i-joffto j^iia>nf>i0fr](,>3

Oiion. j; 1. bi«;« a/ti oJ

i^Tinac) aifl a} tiDfiAotA (litjiinJ uiou l/.n

non- I J tan ,^jior(ii);;3-J? Dinv/.n.'^U edj oj ba-ceraie f»ti ol 3Vi:al

Ufi^i -3iii ac tfvbnuol y^-A iul '{<dm;.;>c3-:A \o >&ucl-l i>fll I0

.!r,noin».ai
,

Yil.f,^'rvs»^‘.
*' ?^w c ,T-»Nt) yd ,aob-3m nO

dq.v.) tdi vWi/tnSc'/, *^0 ^
‘i«lj do iJ0i!ul.»r,3i " dj buA

Koiin'om.j-^ dsv/ * ad; "o> ytuicjiaua

; sirv ,>A'<.>iidl ?..s tni:; ,of

,7v^^|M‘a^^A ^'O HHV 4i

'

I'd tf.s' / 3/iUvI:)M nviiA mny^'i/J utO'i A **

txio los.'l ‘fili b/;ji ,1 i^to y<l Lao iifidO arlA'

j

"

'
' '

-'^
5

.

' ,

* '



THE DELAWARE STATE, I 779- 425

Resolved, That Captain Allen McLane, his officers, and the

“non-commissioned officers and privates of his company, be
“annexed to the battalion or regiment of this State, agreeable

^‘to the resolution of Congress of the i6th of December last,

“and the direction of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief
“of the Army, and that they be allowed the same pay, emolu-
“ ments and advantages with the other officers and men belong-
“ ing to the same regiment, and be in all respects considered as

“ part of the same corps.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Crk of Assembly:]

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes return the said resolution to the

House of Assembly concurred in by the Council, together with

the foregoing act of Congress, General Washington’s order, and
Captain McLane’ s memorial.

«

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., June 2d, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Clowes now reported the delivery of the several papers
committed to him, according to the order of yesterday.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Doctor Clayton, a member of Assembly, was admitted and
delivered to the Chair a bill entitled “An act for the better pro-
portioning the punishment to the crime of slave and horse steal-

ing and conjuration, and for other purposes.’’

54
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On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first time.

On motion, by order.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly for filling up the

Delaware Regiment were read a second time, and sundry amend-
ments were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered^ That the same be transcribed and sent, with the said

resolutions, to the House of Assembly, for their consideration

and concurrence, by Mr. Polk.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

On motion, by order.

The bill for.the recovery of sundry sums of money from thet

executrix of Jacob Kollock, deceased, &c., was read the first

time.

On motion, by order.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly for the encourage-
ment of the olficers of the Delaware Regiment were read the

second time and deferred for consideration. *

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., June 3d, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Kollock, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair the resolutions for filling up the Delaware
Regiment, with the amendments proposed thereto by the Council
acceded to by the House of Assembly and made therein.

The same member also delivered a bill for the better securing

elections within this State.

The same member also delivered a bill to increase the fines and
penalties on the civil and military officers and the privates of the

Militia for refusal or neglect of duty, and to augment the fees of

several officers and other persons, and also the following order
of the House of Assembly respecting their adjournment, viz :

“ In THE House OF Assembly,

“Thursday, A. M., June 3d, 17791
j“ On niotion, *

, >1

''Ordered, That Mr. Kollock wait on the Council and inform
j

“them that this House intend to adjourn on Saturday next to
j

‘
‘ the thirtieth day of September following. t

‘
‘ Extract from the minutes.

|

“JAS. BOOTH, CVkof Asseviblyr '

On motion, by order,

The resolutions for filling up the Delaware Regiment, as

amended and agreed to, were read and concurred in, and are as

follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,
i

“Wednesday, June 3d, 1779.

“Whereas by a return of the present state of the Delaware
“Regiment, the same appears to be deficient in numbers; in

•

“order, therefore, to fill up the said regiment
1

"Resolved, That the President be requested to apply to Gen-
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I

“eral Washington, or the commanding officer of the regiment
“aforesaid, forthwith to order three or more officers from the

“said regiment into this State upon the recruiting service.

'^Resolved also. That every officer be allowed one hundred
I

“dollars for each able-bodied soldier he may enlist to serve dur-
' “ ing the war, and who shall pass muster.

“ That an additional bounty of eighty dollars, over and above
“the two hundred dollars allowed by Congress, be given to every
“soldier that may be so enlisted.

‘
‘ That the President be authorized to appoint one or more fit

“persons within this State to muster such recruits.

“That the Speakers of both Houses be empowered to draw
“an order on the State Treasurer in favor of the President for
‘

‘ thirty-six thousand dollars, and that the President, on receipt

“of the same, advance thereout from time to time to the officers

“respectively appointed to recruit for the said regiment such
“sum or sums as he shall judge prudent and necessary to enable
“ them to proceed in the said service.

“That the said officers respectively, before they depart the
‘

‘ State, when called upon by the President, shall account with
“ him for the expenditure of all monies received for the purpose
‘

‘ aforesaid.

“ Extract from the minutes.

CVk of Assemblyr
Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.
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Friday, A. M., June 4th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion, by order,

The bill for the better securing elections within this State was
read the first time.

On motion, by order,

The bill to increase the fines and penalties on civil and military

officers, and the privates of the Militia, for refusal or neglect of

duty, &c., was read the first time. t

On motion for leave to bring in a bill for the speedy recovery
of public debts, the same was granted

;
whereupon a bill for that

purpose was laid on the table.

On motion, by order, the said bill was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and will

pass.

On motion, by order.

The bill for the better proportioning the punishment to the

crime of slave and horse stealing, cScc., was read the second time
by paragraphs, and some amendments were proposed, agreed to

ami ordered to be transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return to the House of Assembly
the last-mentioned bill, with the paper of amendments proposed
thereto by the Council, and also the resolutions for filling up the

Delaware Regiment, with the concurrence of the Council thereto,

and to deliver to that House the bill for the speedy recovery of

public debts, for their consideration and concurrence.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Conwell now reported the delivery of the above papers ac-

cording to order.

Mr. Patterson now appeared in the Council.

The Council now took into consideration the resolutions of the

House of Assembly for the encouragement of the officers of the

Delaware Regiment, and several amendments, by way of addi-

tion to the same, were proposed and agreed to.
^

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return the said resolutions and trans-

cribed amendments to the House of Assembly, for their concur-

rence.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

On motion, by order.

The bill for the recovery of sundry sums of money from the

executrix of Jacob Kollock, deceased, was read the second time,

and sundry amendments were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt return the said bill, with the trans-

cribed amendments thereto, to the House of Assembly for con-

currence, and the copy of the state of the public accounts in

Sussex County.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a bill for the introducing economy in the purchasing
supplies for the Army of the United States.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of
the House of Assembly for the appointment of a committee to

settle the State Treasurer’s accounts.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, lo o’clock.
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Saturday, A. M., June 5th, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Hyatt now reported the delivery of the several papers

given to him in charge, according to the order of yesterday.

On motion, by order,

The bill for the better securing elections within this State was
read the second time.

The same was read a third time by paragraphs, and sundry
amendments were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return the said bill to the House
of Assembly, with the paper of amendments proposed thereto by
the Council, for their consideration and concurrence.

Mr. Baning, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Dr. Clayton, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a bill for raising an additional sum of four hun-
dred and ninety-five thousand dollars by a general tax.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the report of the

committee appointed to state an account of expenditures by this

State on benalf of the Continent, with the report of the Joint

Committee of Accounts, and the public accounts and vouchers.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the resolutions

for the encouragement of the officers of the Delaware Regiment,
with the paper of amendments proposed thereto by the Council,

in part acceded to by the House of Assembly.

On motion, by order,

The bill for raising an additional sum of four hundred and
ninety-five thousand dollars, &c., by a general tax, was read the

first time.

On motion, by order.
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The bill to increase the fines and penalties on civil and military

officers, &c., was read the second time.

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and return-

ed to the Chair the bill for the speedy recovery of public debts,

with a paper of amendments proposed thereto by the House of

Assembly.

On motion, by order,

The bill for the introducing economy in the purchasing supplies

for the Army of the United States was read the first time.

On motion, by order,

The resolution of the House of Assembly for the appointment
of a committee to settle the accounts of the State Treasurer wa^
read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“On motion,

“In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, A. M., June 4th, 1779.

'^Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to settle*'

“and adjust the accounts of the State Treasurer, and make
‘

‘ report thereof to the General Assembly at their next sitting.

“The members appointed, on the part of this House, were
“Joshua Clayton and George Latimer, Esquires.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Crko/ Assembly.

And thereupon the Council appoint, on their part, John Thomp-
son, of New Castle County, Esquire, to join the said committee
of the House of Assembly for the purpose aforesaid.

On motion, by order,

The report of the committee appointed to state an account of
expenditures by this State on behalf of the Continent, was read
the first time.

On motion, by order,

The report of the Joint Committee of Public Accounts was read
the first time.
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The Council then reconsidered their amendments to the reso-
lution of the House of Assembly for the encouragement of the
officers of the Delaware Regiment, which was disagreed to by
that House, and adhered to the same.

On motion, by order,

The Council took into consideration the amendments proposed
by the House of Assembly to the bill for the speedy recovery of
public debts, and the same being agreed to were made in the bill,

and thereupon

Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M. ,

The Council met.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the bill for the recovery of public monies from the

late Trustees of the Loan Office in Sussex County, and others

therein named
;
the bill for the better proportioning the punish-

ment to the crime of slave and horse stealing and conjuration,

and for other purposes
;
also the supplement to an act entitled

“An act of free pardon and oblivion*’
;
and also the bill for the

I

better securing elections within this State, (with the several

amendments proposed to the same bills) respectively signed
by the Speaker of the House of Assembly, in order that the

said bills may be compared and signed by the Speaker of the

Council.

The same member also delivered a resolution of the House of
Assembly for affixing the Great Seal of this State to the foregoing

bills.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes return to the House of Assembly
the resolutions for the encouragement of the officers of the Dela-

55
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! ware Regiment, and the amendments proposed thereto by the
i Council, and inform them that the Council still adhere to their

amendment partially disagreed to by the House of Assembly.

Mr. Clowes reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Mr. Cook, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

the last-mentioned resolutions, with the amendments proposed
thereto by the Council generally agreed to by the Assembly and
made therein, and the same, as amended, were read and con-
curred in, and are as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, A. 1\I., May 28, 1779.

“Whereas from the advanced prices of the necessaries of
“life the officers of the Delaware Regiment, in the service of the

“United States of America, cannot furnish themselves with the

“same, with their present pay, without injury to their private
“ fortunes

;
in order therefore to relieve the officers of the said

“ regiment from the difficulties aforesaid and enable them to con-
“ tinue in the service of their country,

Resolvcdy That the officers of the Delaware Regiment, here-
“ after mentioned, be allowed monthly, except while on furlough,
“ until otherwise ordered by the General Assembly, as follows, to

“wit: Each field officer, two gallons of rum, six ounces of tea,

“two pounds of colfee, two pounds of chocolate, and six pounds
“of Muscovado sugar; each captain, five quarts of rum, five

' “ounces of tea, one pound and an half of coffee, one pound
“and an half of chocolate, and five pounds of Muscovado su-

“gar; each subaltern, four quarts of rum, four ounces of tea,

I

“one pound of coffee, one pound of chocolate, and four pounds

I

“of Muscovado sugar; the surgeon, four quarts of rum, four

“ounces of tea, one pound of coffee, one pound of chocolate,

j

“and four pounds of Muscovado sugar; and the surgeon’s mate,
' “three quarts of rum, three ounces of tea, one pound of coffee,

!

“ one pound of chocolate, and three pounds of Muscovado sugar.

I “That the Clothier-General of this State for the time being be
“empowered to purchase such and so many of the articles afore-

“said as may be sufficient for a two months’ supply and forward
“them to camp with all convenient dispatch, to the care and
“custody of the Paymaster to the Delaware Regiment for the
“ time being, to be by him delivered out to the respective officers
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i “of the said regiment by such proportions and in such times as

“in the foregoing resolution is directed.

“That the President be empowered and directed to draw his
'

“order on the State Treasurer forthwith to pay into the hands
i “of the said Clothier-General the sum of one thousand pounds,

“to enable him to make purchase of the articles aforesaid.

“That the President be also empowered and directed to draw
i

“ his order, from time to time thereafter, on the State Treasurer,

“to pay to the said Clothier-General such sum of money as the

J
“President shall judge necessary and sufficient for purchasing a

i “quarterly supply of the articles allowed to the officers of the

“regiment as aforesaid, so as the same do not exceed the sum
[

“of one thousand and four hundred pounds in each quarter, the

“said Clothier-General returning from time to time to the Presi- '

I

“dent a particular account of the expenditure of the preceding

;

“ monies paid into his hands.

“That the said Clothier-General obtain frv'-m the Paymaster
“his (juarterly account of deliveries, attested/ by the command-
“ing officer of the regiment, and that the sa'id Clothier-General .

“account with the General Assembly, or a committee thereof, *

I
“for the expenditure of all monies so as aforesaid paid into his
“ hands once in every six months at the least.

“That the Clothier-General give bond to the State Treasurer,
“ in the name of the Delaware State, with one or more good and
“sufficient sureties, in the sum of five thousand pounds, lawful

“money, conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties

“hereinbefore required of him.

“ That in consideration of the services rendered by the officers

“ of the said regiment, and to encourage the continuance thereof,

“the half-pay of each officer of the said regiment, who by a

“certain resolution of Congress shall be entitled to half-pay for

“the term of seven years, to commence at the end of the present

i “war, be continued by this State from and after the expiration of

i “ the said seven years for and during the life of every such officer.

P “That every officer of the said regiment who shall be entitled

I “to the continuance of the half-pay, agreeable to the last reso-

i “lution, shall be subject to be called into actual service at such

I “times as the Legislature, or, in their recess, the Executive



hmav/aj

'

la :iht

<j- V L-riii t}..»»,K oiJ: u>'‘
'•

' -uiii • A fi’niulru.--

1

. .•'•,rytdl nr
’

cfitl 'f.-filroi bnh ]:;.
•'

:>nh'<yiH 1i.dT'‘

0a1 U^. dliv'/lnr^i l i>;!i no
,ab«>r.'0<| ’

!i .!

'>><'' lo ttiut ‘'<h iAr<

ftvb'i r" lo -:?>i»']:'; cJ <>;
'

V/-"'. of n'.;'A>7iib br>. bt;r.»Y/<.>0 'n'.) oalr. *«-i tavi >1- > j'-f .7 Jf:tiT
‘

ifiPir' tidj oc> .iv yniui uJ ••M’f: 'rvlrfo 'iiirf**

3»lj •-*.« yor* -I'f^ lo :i.iuci rf . '<>c vj n ci|*‘

i
-ii:'’ •rf'Mjilli.ir i>iu; yi^y?!;; 7n ‘

j:i;j lo 01 l)ov":'. a:. 7fj{ 'k> viq j'.'H yiviJuinp'*

h*>OOX-> 1'u-t ol.s K -*iii HC 1'
• <i£

‘‘

di £ii;Mi(!rr ! ,/tt >.“'i Vsot ^;i^! f MdixiiOi'ii ;;:ju ^O*'

5,7 , ' i jfli Oi '>nifr •1
lii'i 't j/i-ii ij.iL/int.'' :•,> -.vl .'>

*’

l\, :>ii" '
> "'r/i. inli lo .'n'l 7 if

“

^ "
.-•;' -rri (j-tni i ii:<^

• ijnfjr.ino:: --f I"* va t' a.’ rH- h » »• o' ;.. yh:-)nr;n|i eji(

',:3noT.i u:.
• 'dii ,J.; 'lo iir-i'flo

-,< • .ylc’i’i .': A (.L1*f .^ili
'*

'’v •ODk*
*'

•K‘[\ >'iui ' bi.-.'
• d 7.

'',•
i.'f; '/• >'ii. jci .

“

ri' ; X*,: novd'fii

' Ji. iH.H}}i ’'"• Oiitv j’j’/- 1-*^, ,-M.V/,-(vU >i,l| A-' 'Idri'.fl 9<h fd’’

! .r:i >.uc-:; • j "i*; .li'.r; >i{; m cAvyu^..

dt sji ’i!; :ul A::;' v7.).:b'!; )')

<nif! io bo‘iiij|,7>i
''

*Hi Vii byj:>L:,rJ'. .iX-ivt-ilT :’Ai 1r dO'f(r:l* h’.'[JO'> •-( Jiidl'
‘

’

’lO'trni; ‘V>/l«OiiijU- . > J.i.; „.Jl47 A.'Ul: '•.'£>?* ‘.mIi iO'*
*: ’d oiiw i;.;

"
-'f'"' t-'s .x)fr}u lo yf;c|dfsd

Vib al S pj:j:n 1 • ?o ffourdoesn

b»i-iei,yiri 'lo (E:) i;!:'? lr» yD-m-TfaioD J ». •• / i-f-- x unol jJ: ”

)o ir ‘riqXd -Sfb 1i»kd > fr/I rifij -d ! 7.l'uiT(. Jf> jd ,7lj-r»
”

ix.ittu .-* !' f! 'io Aii 5rl;f i b b/u; ru -V n:>v /:-* Liaa -»rii

bolib.'ta tKi Her- a 047; bbs:’^ nff j *
:> noAlc jRiAr

’*

••.,a: Jt;Ct oHj ot r{f- ; '•1|}|{ 90J ’iO 30ii£;mdjnC!> ddJ OJ*'
is b.iJivjj 03aU Utty:} in< -.j t)d ffrda

*> r/il: .adif'rji A-jtli fjf ,i<> /jvywfyl -4^4j xll e/-. aomh*'

I

1

I

J

,4,

i



436 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

“power of the State, shall deem necessary; and upon the neg-
“ lect or refusal of any officer, he having no reasonable excuse,
“to be judged of by the General Assembly, the half-pay afore-

“said of every such officer shall be discontinued from the time
“ of such neglect or refusal.

“That the witlow of every officer of the said regiment who
“hath died in the service aforesaid since the commencement of
“the present war, or may die during the continuance thereof,

“shall be entitled to and receive, during her widowhood, a

“moiety of the pay which such officer was entitled to while in
“ the service.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

^

On motion, by order,
#

The several beforementioned bills, respectively signed by the

Speaker of the House of Assembly, were read and compared,
and ordered to be signed by the Speaker of the Council

;
which

was accordingly done.

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly for affixing the Great
Seal to the same bills, was read, concurred in, and signed by the

Speaker.

On motion, by order.

The bill for the speedy recovery of public debts, being en-

grossed, was read and compared, and ordered to be signed by
the Speaker

;
which was accordingly done.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett deliver to the House of Assembly
the last mentioned bill, with its amendments, in order to be com-
pared and signed by the Speaker of that House, and inform them
that Council have acceded to their proposed amendments to the

same bill, and have accordingly engrossed it, with the resolution

of the Council for affixing the Great Seal to the same
;
and also

that he return to the House of Assembly the several foregoing

bills, respectively signed by the Speaker of the Council, with

their several amendments, and the resolution of the House of

Assembly for affixing the Great Seal to the said bills
;
the reso-
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lution of that House for the appointment of a committee to settle

the State Treasurer’s accounts, and the resolutions for the encour-

agement of the officers of the Delaware Regiment, respectively

concurred in by the Council.

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported the delivery and return

of the foregoing papers according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Sunday, A. M., June 6th, 1779.
^

The Council met. Present all the members.
#

On motion, by order.

The bill for raising an additional sum of four hundred and
ninety-five thousand dollars for the present year, by a general

tax, was read a second time.

The same was read a third time by paragraphs, and sundry
amendments were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent, with the

said bill, to the House of Assembly for their concurrence, by
Mr. Bailing.

Mr. Bailing, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met. Adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight

o’ clock.
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Monday, June 7th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Bassett.

Mr. —
,
a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered to

the Chair the bill for raising an additional sum of four hundred
and ninety-five thousand dollars for the present year, by a gen-
eral tax (with its amendments), signed by the Speaker of the

House of Assembly, and a resolution of that House for affixing^

the Great Seal thereto.

On motion, by order,

The foregoing bill was read and compared, and ordered to be
signed by the Speaker of the Council

;
which was accordingly

done.
%

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly for affixing the Great
Seal of this State to the foregoing bill was read and concurred in.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return to the House of Assembly
the foregoing bill and resolution, respectively signed by the

Speaker of the Council.

Mr. Conwell reported the return of the above papers accord-

ing to order.

On motion.

Resolved, That all monies in the hands of the Commissioners
for Forfeited Estates within this State be forthwith paid into the

State Treasury, together with their accounts.

Then the Council took into consideration the accounts of their

expenses brought in for the service of the State at their present

meeting and the traveling charges of their members, and the fol-

lowing accounts were allowed, viz :
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To William Conwell, Esq., for his traveling expenses
to and from Dover, as per account. No. 1, ... £ 12 00

To John Clowes, Esq., for ditto. No. 2 18 o o
To Peter Hyatt, Esq., for ditto. No. 3 626
To Samuel Patterson, Esq., for ditto. No. 4, . . . . 600
To George Read, Esq., for ditto. No. 5, 600

To Jonathan McNatt, for attending the General As-
sembly’s horses, 149 days 07 .?. 6d., &c., No. 6, 87 7 6

To Benjamin Vining, for his services as Clerk of the

Council, No. 7, 16 2 6

To Thomas North, barber’s bill. No. 8, 5 10 o
To French Battell, for the expenses of the Council at

his house. No. 9, 540 19 8

2 2

Servants, 600
£704- 2 2

Ordered, That the Speaker draw an order on the Trustee of

the Loan Office for the County of Kent for the sum of eighty-

seven pounds seven shillings and six pence, in favor of Jonathan
McNatt

;
and also that he draw an order on the State Treasurer

for the remaining sum of six hundred and sixteen pounds four-

teen shillings and eight pence in favor of French McNatt.*

Whereupon the said orders were immediately drawn and signed
by the Speaker.

Then the Council adjourned until the thirtieth day of Septem-
ber next.f

* Evidently an error in the manuscript, as appears by the preceding allowance.

f There is no record of the assembling of the Council on the day to which they
stood adjourned.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, in the

County of Kent, on Wednesday, the twentieth day of OctoJber,

in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-

nine, a quorum of the memVjers to form an House not attending,

the Council adjourned from day to day until Friday, the 22d day
of this instant.

Friday, P. M., October 22d, 1779.

The following members attended in the Council, viz :

For Ffezv Castle County—Samuel Patterson.

For Kent County—John Bailing, Richard Bassett.

For Sussex County—^John Clowes, William Conwell.

The return of the Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of New
Castle of the election of a Councillor to fill the seat of George
Read, Esq., which became vacant on the first day of October last

by rotation, being laid on the table, it appears that Richard Cant-
well, Esq., was elected a member of the Council for the County
of New Castle, in the room of the said George Read, on the first

day of October, instant.

Mr. Cantwell appeared in the Council.

The return of the Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of
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Kent of the election of a Councillor being laid on the table, it

appears that Thomas Collins, Esq., whose seat became vacant

on the first day of October last by rotation, was reelected a mem-
ber of the Council for the County of Kent, on the first day of

this instant, October.

Mr. Collins aj)peared in the Council.

The return of the SherilT and Inspectors for the County of

Sussex of the election of a Councillor being laid on the table, it

appears that William Polk, Esq., whose seat became vacant on
the first day of (October last by rotation, was reelected a member
of the Council for the County of Sussex, on the first day of this

instant, October.

Mr. Polk appeared in the Council.
^

The Council then proceeded to the choice of a Speaker,^and

John Clowes, Esq., was elected.

The Speaker being seated in the Chair, Mr. Benjamin Vining
was appointed Clerk of the Council, and Benjamin Crooks ap-

pointed Doorkeeper and Sergeant-at-Arms.

Messrs. Cantwell, Collins and Polk, three members chosen at

the last general election, took the oath and subscribed the decla-

ration prescribed by the twenty-second article of the Constitution

of this State, and then took their seats in the Council. [See note

on page io.~\
.

Benjamin Vining appeared in the Council, took the oath and
subscribed the declaration prescribed by the 2 2d article of the

Constitution of this State, and also took the oath of office as

Clerk of the Council. [See note on page //.]

On motion.

Ordered, That Messrs. Collins and Patterson be a committee
to wait on his Excellency, the President, and inform him that the

Council, having now met, desire to know whether his Excellency
has any business to lay before them.

The committee, being returned, reported that they had waited
on his Excellency, the I’resident, with the above message, ac-

cording to order, and that he was pleased, in answer, to say, that
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all the business which he had to lay before the General Assembly
was communicated, by his Secretary, to the House of Assembly,
to be handed by them to the Council.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock.

Saturday, October 23d, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Bassett.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly for the, ap-
pointment of a Committee for Public Accounts, which, by order,

was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time and con-

curred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In THE House OF Assembly,

“Friday, P. M., October 22d, 1779.

“On motion,

''Resolved, That Messrs. Latimer, Lockwood, and Young be
“a Committee for Public Accounts, on the part of this House,
“for the ensuing year, and that Mr. Peery wait on the Council,

“with a copy of this resolution, and propose to them the ap-

“pointment of a committee of their body to join with the com-
“ mittee of this House in the business referred to them, if they
“ think proper.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence CV k of AssemblyR
And thereupon

Resolved, That Messrs. Baning and Polk be appointed a com-
mittee, on the [)art of the Council, to join with tne committee of

the House of Assembly for the purpose above mentioned.
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Ordered, That Mr. Patterson return to the House of Assembly
the above resolution, with the concurrence and appointment of

the Council thereto.

Mr. Patterson, being returned, reported that he had returned
the same, according to order, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair “A l)ill empowering the General Assembly of

this State to adjourn to, and sit at, any town or place within the

same.”

On motion, by order, the said bill was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time by para-

graphs, and sundry amendments were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said amendments be transcribed and sent,

with the said bill, to the House of Assembly, for their considera-

tion and concurrence, by Mr. Patterson.

Mr. Patterson, being returned, reported the return of the above
papers according to order.

Adjourned till Monday morning at lo o’clock. *

Monday, A. M., October 25th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday,

except Mr. Bassett.

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a remonstrance from divers inhabitants of the

County of Kent, complaining of malpractices at the last general

election in that county, accompanied with a proposal from the

House of Assembly that the Council would appoint a committee
of their body to join, with a committee of the House of Assembly,
in an inquiry into the facts alleged in the said remonstrance.

On motion, by order, the said remonstrance and proposal were
severally read the first and second time, and thereupon
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Resolved, That Messrs. Polk and Cantwell be a committee, on
the part of the Council, to join with the committee of the House
of Assembly in the inquiry aforesaid.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return to the House of Assembly
the foregoing remonstrance, and inform them that the Council

have acceded to their proposal of a joint committee to inquire

into the facts alleged in the said remonstrance, and have ap-

pointed, on their part, Messrs. Polk and Cantwell to join the

committee of the House of Assembly for the purpose aforesaid.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M."*

The Council met. Some of the members attending on the

committee, the Council adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10

o’clock

Tuesday, A. M., October 26th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Mr. Hyatt.

Mr. Conwell now reported the delivery of the paper committed
to him, according to the order of yesterday.

Mr. William Clark, a member of the House of Assembly, was
admitted and delivered to the Chair a paper recommending Ste-
phen McWilliam for one of the vacant ensigncies in the Delaware
Regiment, accompanied with a recommendatory letter from Maj.

Joseph Vaughan, of the same regiment, to the Assembly of the
Delaware State, in favor of the said Stephen McWilliam

;
and

the following verbal message from the House of Assembly to the

Council, viz :
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‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“The House of Assembly propose to your honorable House
“ that both Houses meet in the Council Chamber at three o’clock

“in the afternoon, to put in nomination persons to be balloted

“for to supply the place of second Justice qf the Court of Com-
‘

‘ mon Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of Kent, now
“vacant, and also to supply one of the vacant ensigncies in the
“ Delaware Regiment. Dover, Oct. 26, 1779.”

On motion, by order,

The foregoing papers were read, and the following answer from
the Council to the above verbal message of the House of Assem-
bly was drawn up at the table, and agreed to be sent to the House
of Assembly, viz :

Gentlemen

:

'

The Council have received your verbal message, proposing a

meeting of the two Houses, in the Council Chamber, at three

o’clock this afternoon, to put in nomination persons to be bal-

loted for to supply the place of second Justice of the Court of

Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of Kent, and
also to supply one of the vacant ensigncies in the Delaware Regi-‘

ment, and are very willing to meet the honorable House of As-
sembly for the above purpose at the time and place proposed.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell deliver the same to the House of

Assembly, and return the papers recommending Stephen Mc-
William for one of the vacant ensigncies in the Delaware Regi-
ment.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Conwell reported the delivery of the foregoing papers com-
mitted to him according to order.

The Mouse of Assembly then met the Council in the Council
Chamber, agreeable to aj)pointment, to put in nomination per-

sons to be balloted for to supply the place of second Justice of the

Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of

Kent, and to fill one of the vacant ensigncies in the Delaware
Regiment.

^

On motion, ^

Resolved, That Messrs. Patterson, Ridgely, and West be a

committee to wait on his Excellency, the President, and jnform
him that the General Assembly have now met in the Council

Chamber to put in nomination persons to be balloted for to sup-

ply the place of second Justice of the Court of Common Pleas
,

and Orphans’ Court for the County of Kent, and request his

attendance, if he chooses to be present at such nomination. '

The committee, being returned, report that they had waited at
I

his Excellency’s house and were informed that he was absent, and
|

therefore could not deliver the message they had in charge.
\

The General Assembly then proceeded to the nomination of i

persons to be balloted for to supply the vacancies aforesaid, and
;

the names of the persons being taken down for the consideration i

of the members, it was resolved that the General Assembly now i

separate, and meet in the Council Chamber, at ten o’clock to-

morrow morning, to ballot for the person aforesaid out of the

persons now put in nomination. Then the two Houses separated.

Mr. Adams, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the bill empowering the General Assembly of .

this State to adjourn to, and sit at, any town or place within the
j

same, signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly, together !

with the original bill and its amendments. i

57 ;
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On motion, by order, the said bill was read, compared, and
ordered to be signed by the Speaker of the Council ; which was
accordingly done.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at lo o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., October 27th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Ordered, That the bill empowering the General Assembly (if

this State to adjourn to, and sit at, any town or place withii^ the

same, be returned by Mr, Polk to the House of Assembly, signed

by the Speaker of the Council.

Mr. Polk reported the return of the above bill according to

order.
•

The House of Assembly now met the Council in the Council ‘

Chamber, agreeable to the order of yesterday, for the purpose of

balloting for persons to supply the place of second Justice of the

Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of

Kent, and to fill one of the vacant ensigncies in the Delaware
Regiment.

The General A.ssembly then proceeded to ballot for a person
to fill the latter vacancy, and upon examining the ballots it ap-

peared that Stephen McWilliam was declared duly elected one
of the ensigns in the Delaware Regiment.

On motion,
Ik

Ordered by both Houses, That Messrs. Patterson, Vandyke,
and Peery be a committee to wait on his Excellency, the Pre-

sident, and acquaint him that the General Assembly have met,

in the Council Chamber, to elect a person to supply the place

of second Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and Orpnans’
Court for the County of Kent, and request his attendance at such
election, if he thinks proper.
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The committee, being- returned, reported that they had waited
on his Excellency and delivered the message committed to them,
agreeable to order, and that he was pleased, in answer, to say that

he would immediately attend the General Assembly.

The President attended, and proceeded with the General As-
sembly to ballot for a person to supply the place of second Jus-
tice of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the

County of Kent, and upon examining the ballots it appeared that

Richard Lockwood, Esquire, was declared to be duly elected.

On motion, '

Resolved, That the General Assembly now separate,
. ^

Then the President and the House of Assembly withdrew, and
the Council adjourned till three o’clock, P. M. '

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the bill empowering the General Assembly of

this State to adjourn to, and sit at, any town or place within the

same, with a resolution of the House of Assembly for affixing the

Great Seal of the State to the said bill.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a message from
the President, inclosing an act of Congress recommending Thurs-
day, the ninth day of December next, to be observed as a day of

public Thanksgiving, with a resolution of the House of Assembly
founded on the said act of Congress.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, A. M., October 28th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly for affixing the Great
Seal to the bill empowering the General Assembly of this State

to adjourn to, and sit at, any town or place within the same, was
read, concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, P. M., October 27th, 1779.
'

“ On motion, •

''Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix
‘

‘ the Great Seal of the State to the following law, to wit :
1An

“act empowering the General Assembly of this State to adjourn
“ to, and sit at, any town or place within the same.’

“Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
‘

‘ Sent for concurrence. Cl ’ k of Assembly. ’
’

On motion, by order.

The President’s message, and the act of Congress therein re-

ferred to, were severally read, and the said message is as follows,

to wit

:

‘
‘ Gentlemen of the General Assembly

:

“ I have just received, by express, an act of Congress, dated

“the 20th instant, recommending to the several States that

“Thursday, the ninth day of December next, be appointed a
‘

‘ day of public Thanksgiving, which act I have ordered the
‘

‘ Secretary to lay before your Honors.

“Dover, October 27, 1779. CAESAR RODNEY.”

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly, founded on the fore-
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going act of Congress, was read and concurred in, and is in these

words, viz ;

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, P. M., October 27, 1779.

“The House resumed the consideration of the act of Con-
“gress recommending Thursday, the ninth day of December
“next, to be observed as a day of public Thanksgiving

;
and

“thereupon

^'Resolved, That Thursday, the ninth day of December next,

“be and is hereby appointed to be observed throughout this

“ State as a day of public and solemn Thanksgiving to Almighty
“God for His mercies, and of prayer for the continuance of His
“favour and protection to these United States, and for the other

“purposes in the said act recommended; and that his Ex?cel-

“lency, the President of this State, be requested, by his procla-

“mation, to publish the same accordingly throughout the same,
“on or before the twentieth day of November next.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,*
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly.

Ordered^ That Mr. Conwell return to the House of Assembly
the foregoing bill empowering the General Assembly to adjourn
to, and sit at, any town or place within the State, with the reso-

lution for aflixing the Great Seal thereto, respectively signed by 1

the Speaker of the Council, and also the President’s message, i

the act of Congress therein referred to, and the resolution of 1

the House of Assembly founded thereon, concurred in by the
|

Council.
I

Mr. Conwell reported the delivery of the above papers accord- 1

ing to order.
^

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair the remonstrance complaining of malprac-
tices at the last general election for Kent County, together with

the lists of j)ersons who voted at the said election, &c.

Mr. Young, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv^

ered to the Chair the papers recommending Stephen McWilliam
for one of the ensigncies in the Delaware Regiment, together

with an order from the House of Assembly for making out and
delivering a copy of the appointment of the said Stephen Mc-
William to the President, to be by him transmitted to the Board
of War, in order that a commission may issue to the said Stephen
McWilliam.

On motion, by order, the above mentioned order of the House
of Assembly was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time, and some
amendments were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent, with the

above papers accompanying the said order, to the House of As-
sembly, by Mr. Cantwell.

The committee of the Council appointed to join with a com-
mittee of the House of Assembly in making an inquiry into the

facts alleged in a remonstrance, addressed to the House of As-
sembly, complaining of undue practices at the last general elec-

tion in Kent County, now delivered their report at the table,

which, by order, was read.

Mr. Stidham, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a petition from divers inhabitants of the County
of New Castle, praying that measures may be taken to prevent

engrossing and forestalling, and for an amendment to the Militia

law.

The Council took into consideration the report of their joint
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committee respecting the making an inquiry into the facts alleged

in a remonstrance, addressed to the House of Assembly, com-
plaining of undue practices at the last general election in Kent
County, and thereupon the same was rejected

;
and

Resolved^ That the Council, for the dispatch of public business,

had hastily concurred in the proposal of the House of Assembly
in appointing a committee, to join with a committee of their hon-

orable House on the subject matter of the said remonstrance,

addressed to the House of Assembly, without having given that

attention to the direction of the said remonstrance that might
have been wished.

Resolved also, That a message be drawn up at the table and
sent to the House of Assembly, signifying the impropriety of the

Council having taken up the said business.
^

Which was done accordingly
;
and the same, being read^ and

agreed to, is as follows, to wit

:

Gentlemen :

The Council, for the dispatch of business and in compliance
with your request, did, on the twenty-fifth inst., appoint Messrs.*

Polk and Cantwell a committee, to join with a committee of your
honorable House in an inquiry into the facts alleged in the re-

monstrance (directed particularly to your honorable House) com-
plaining of undue practices at the last general election in Kent
County. The Council, by the fifth section of the Constitution,

are judges of the qualification and election of their own mem-
bers, but not of the members of the House of Assembly

;
and as

the remonstrants addn’ss themselves particularly to your honor-
able House, the Council cannot think themselves bound thereby
to scrutinize the election of their members.

Signed by order of Council.

Dover, October 28, 1779. JOHN Speaker.

On motion of Mr. Polk, for the yeas and nays on the question
whether the above message should be approved of by the Council
or not, they are as follows, viz :

For the yeas—Mr. Collins, Mr. Patterson, Mr. Cantwell, Mr.
Hyatt, Mr. Baning.

For the nays—Mr. Polk, Mr. Conwell.
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Carried in the affirmative
;
and thereupon

Ordered, That the said message be transcribed and sent, to-

gether with the said remonstrance and papers relative thereto, to

the House of Assembly, by Mr. Patterson.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

On motion, by order.

The petition against forestalling and engrossing, &c., was read

the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

^

Friday, A. M., October 29th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Cantwell now reported the delivery of the papers com-*
mitted to him, according to the order of yesterday.

On motion, by order,

The petition against engrossing and forestalling, &c., was read

the second time and postponed for further consideration.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Bassett appeared in the Council.

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the order for transmitting a copy of the appoint-

ment of Stephen McWilliam to fill one of the vacant ensigncies
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in the Delaware Regiment to the Board of War, &c., with the

amendments proposed thereto by the Council acceded to by the

House of Assembly, which was read, concurred in, and is as fol-

lows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly of the Delaware State,

“Friday, P. M., October 29, 1779.

'‘'Ordered, That a copy of the appointment of Stephei^ Mc-
“ William to fill one of the vacant ensigncies in the Delaware
“ Regiment be made out and delivered to the President, and that

“his Excellency be requested to transmit the same to the Board
“of War, in order that a commission may 'issue to the said Ste-

“phen McWilliam, to bear date the twenty-seventh day of this

“instant.”

Ordered, That the same, with its amendments, be returned 'to

the House of Assembly, with the concurrence of Council thereto,

by Mr. Cantwell.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., October 30th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and pre-

sented to the Chair an answer from the House of Assembly to

the message of the Council of the 28th instant.
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The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of
the House of Assembly for the payment of the expenses of the

General Assembly, and also a resolution of that House respecting
the adjournment of the General Assembly to the Town of Wil-
mington.

On motion, by order, the answer from the House of Assembly
to the Council’s message of the 28th inst. was read the first time.

On motion, by order.

The resolution for the payment of the expenses of the General
Assembly was read the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time, con-

curred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, October 30, 177^,

“Whereas the act of the General Assembly of this State,

“passed at Dover the twenty-sixth day of June, one thousand
“seven hundred and seventy-eight, making provision for defray-

'

“ ing the reasonable expenses incurred by the General Assembly^
“ of this State, and also the Clerk of each House thereof, during
“the sessions of the same, and in coming thereto and going there-
“ from, is now expired

;
and whereas the present increased prices

“of the necessaries of life will render the payment of the expen-
“ses incurred by the General Assembly at their present sessions

“very burthensome to the members thereof, if they are left to

“defray the same out of their i)i*ivate fortunes, and also be highly

“unreasonable, unjust, and contrary to the equitable opinion of

“the good peoi)le of this State
;
therefore

''Resolved

y

That the Speakers of the Council and House of

“Assembly of this State respectively be and they are hereby
“empowered to draw their respective orders on the Trustees of

“the Loan Offices of this State, or the State Treasurer, for the

“expenses incurred by each House at the present sessions, and
“the same shall be allowed on settlement of said Trustees’ or

“Treasurer’s accounts in the General Assembly, or their com-
“ mittee for that purpose to be appointed.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. Cl' k 0/ Assembly."
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On motion, by order,

The resolution of the House of Assembly for the adjournment
of the General Assembly to the Town of Wilmington was read

the first time.

. By special order the same was read the second time, concurred
in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., October 30, 1779.

“On motion,

'‘'Resolved, That the General Assembly of this State will meet
“at the Town of Wilmington, in New Castle County, on the day
“to which the present sessions may be adjourned, and there sit

“to transact the public business. \

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH, ^

“ Sent for concurrence, CR k of Assembly

R

On motion of Mr. Bassett, for the yeas and nays on the' ques-

tion for now concurring in the above resolution, they are as fol-

lows, viz :

For the affirmative—Mr. Patterson, Mr. Cantwell, Mr. Con-
well, Mr. Hyatt.

For the negative—Mr. Bassett, Mr. Collins.

Carried in the affirmative.

On motion for Mr. Bassett for leave of absence, the same was
granted to him.

On motion, by order, the answer from the House of Assembly
to the Council’s message of the 28th instant was read the second
time, and is as follows, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“ That part of your message of the 28th instant, setting forth
“ that your House, for the dispatch of business and in compliance
“with the request of the House of Assembly, did, on the 25th
“ instant, appoint Messrs. Polk and Cantwell a committee to join,

“with a committee of this House, in an inquiry into the facts al-



3TA,r^ :r ir

lJf*l/Uft-»V-^o|l'/. XiS^ ^rkiini»lii\A ‘Jo vHl 'k» lSuliJ(l'.-'t.Ut Off!

bt,5»*i f'fiw .»<>rr3<(tr»iiV/ k> ;iv>oT .)<! » oj ^(!cI«;5ife?;A ifirj/: *) -/rii !<;•

,o.rnij t>;a' •'. iHj -t*»i «o U^lo xie ya

t^cri- (:iw 3idi *lo yldmoi'«/\ iVl mi*T
.tai no .viofioO vrM m .iiofriniiuiiW lo nv/o'l' orfi ts'"*

.i>i9rjfj bn ft «b&(niJfoib.« irt vr.fij

•ijA e:.‘i. w* y‘>il5 »rtohi.{t64ii»t w<»:i >ol nob

-.w:0 «.‘iM jil'^'‘^,''rraV3 ,iM ••i/T—

. 31k <H .*»?>' ,! 1
*
3W

yklm^>a«A ‘ko stiJ/c-H oijJ rp'il i^Hfirero.
.
,-.}.-.|>io y<i .jnobom nO

br^'-KKir' OjI? b/3l «fiW il|f5s 5»ri'.t i'*'; ^ 0l(l oi

'1 ,1
*

30 ^ ^nh.r..>^ )o 'ii.,^oy "to i“*.Kq .^Kirr
''*

m-* Aqmo'jf ?« bf»n lo , fCoiif^'i??h otii ,o«j,ioil i:,oy

,«i.vgs: orfi no ,bib ^yldcuo^sA. lo oanoH'-.oili 'ly k.^i oHj fiti'w
'*

.nio[o,i bnu **

4ft }^t’:)ft> f.v.ij oifil vuupnr ot» m ,5.>v.»oil ^j^MtHnnuOj n dli.'Ar‘’

J hn^ ,ai

KA;’ i '.Of i^kmO M ,rAa>iUTA^

r:
'

,f'Oitonj .'(U“

q ,!'rrooa..eA{.
'

' .tV\v.nt^K. 'A

'

,c-«'T>ff?eij(d oiKbfq vdj o1**

.cioji/fiim ‘H'ii rryi’! idkiIzH''’

;>'.iaoTtrJO<'K>'.' lo) }«'>?«
*' *'

H:5
,yi>':>

3l,r no 8’(Kn Lnft ?.j;oy e.i,ii '«oi lo ijcuom nO

; 'sv-/ -,m'

^utm f?4i 1b >rfml vo1 m^c.Av .iM tA a-juom uO
Jithi o1 b

< ,

; j.i'^ i.;' cJ biift jr^rnh



460 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

“leged in the remonstrance complaining of undue practices at

“the last general election in Kent County, by not stating all the

“steps taken by the two Houses previous to the appointment of

“your members as above mentioned, impliedly, at least, reflects

“some degree of censure on this House, for it must be under-
“ stood from your said message that the remonstrance you men-
“ tion to be directed j3articularly to the House of Assembly was
“not delivered to your honorable House with the proposal (not

“request, as you are pleased to term it), but some time after the
“ appointment aforesaid had taken place, the contrary of which
“you well know to be the fact. Your accjuaintance with the

“title or address, as well as the contents of said remonstrance,
“might have furnished your House, in the first instance, with
‘

‘ the reasons you appear at last to act upon.

“ In answer to the other part of your message this House will \

“only add, that they do not presume to dispute your power or

“right, under the section of the Constitution pointed out in your
“ message, to judge of the qualification and election of your own
“ members, and to determine what obligations you are under to

“scrutinize the election of such members
;
but we would suppose

“that every report to a flouse of Representatives ought to be ,

“considered and determined on, yet you certainly must deter- *

“mine how binding that obligation is on your body.

“ Signed by order of the House of Assembly.

“SIMON KOLLOCK, Speaker.

“Dover, October 30, 1779.”

And thereupon the following verbal message from the Council

to the House of Assembly was sent to the House of Assembly,
viz :

Gentlemen

:

The Council are well disposed to give all the dispatch to the

public business in their power, and are .sorry they find themselves

constrained, from the message just now received, to say, that it

is their duty in future to be more particular with respect to the

transacting business proposed by your House. The Council do
not conceive they have time presently to give your strange mes-
sage of this afternoon an answer, but flatter themselves they shall
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do it hereafter in a manner satisfactory not only to themselves
but to their constituents.

Ordered, That the said message and the two last preceding
resolutions be delivered to the House of Assembly, by Mr. Cant-
well, with the concurrence of the Council to the said resolutions

respectively.

Mr. Cantwell reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Mr. Barratt, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly empow-
ering the Speakers of the two Houses to draw their order on the

State Treasurer in favor of George Craghead. Esquire, for two
thousand dollars

;
and also the resolutions of that House for con-

tinuing the embargo. '

On motion, by order, the foregoing resolution empowering
the Speakers of the two Houses to draw their order on the State

Treasurer in favor of George Craghead, Esquire, &c., was read
the first time.

By special order the same was read the second time, concurred
in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In THE House OF Assembly,

“Saturday, October 30, 1779.

“ On motion,

''Resolved, That the Speakers of the Council and House of

“Assembly be and they are hereby empowered to draw their

“order on the State Treasurer in favor of George Craghead,
“Esquire, Clothier-General of this State, for two thousand dol-

“lars, for which the said George Craghead is to be accountable
“ to the General Assembly.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

R

On motion, by order,

The resolutions of the House of Assembly for continuing the
embargo, &c., were read the first time.
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By special order, the same were read the second time, con-

curred in, and are as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly, October 30, 1779.

“ Whereas an embargo, prohibiting the exportation of wheat,
“rye, flour, Indian corn, bread, beef, bacon, live stock, or any
“other provisions, hath been laid and continued from time to

“time within this State; and whereas Congress have requested
“ that the same may be still further continued

;
therefore

Resolved, That his Excellency, the President, be requested
“ to issue his proclamation continuing the same until the first day
“of December next, strictly prohibiting the carrying out of this

“State live stock or pork, except for the use of the American
“army.

^'Resolved also, That the President be authorized and empow-
“ ered to grant such permission to persons living within this State

“to export so much grain or flour, in bottoms belonging to the

“inhabitants of the same, as to him may seem expedient, pro-
“ vided satisfactory security be given to him that the vessels so

“permitted to load and carry away as aforesaid do return and.
“sell the cargoes by them imported to retailers and consumers
“ within this State.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

R

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return the two last resolutions, with

the concurrence of the Council thereto respectively, to the House
of Assembly.

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Then the following accounts, brought in for the expenses of

the Council and their Clerk during their present sessions, were
allowed, viz :

To Samuel Patterson, Escp, as per account. No. i, . 15 o o
To Richard Cantwell, Es([.,

“ “ No. 2, . 800
To William Conwell, Esq.,

“ “ No. 3, . 13 10 o

Carried over, £ 36 10 o
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Bro2ight over, • ' L 36 10 o

To William Polk, Esq., as per account. No. 4, . . 850
To John Clowes, Esq.,

“ “ No. 5, . . 12 o o
To Peter Hyatt, Esq.,

“ “ No. 6, . . 10 10 o
To Benjamin Vining, as Clerk of the Council, No. 7, 82 10 o
To Thomas North, as per account. No. 8, .... 15 15 o
To French Battell,

“ “ No. 9, .... 1317 8 o

£ 1482 18 o

Ordered, That the Speaker draw an order on the State Trea-
surer, for the said sum of £14^2 : 18 : o, in favor of French
Battell.

Whereupon the said order was immediately drawn and signed
by the Speaker.

Then the Council adjourned until Monday, the 29th day of

November next, at the Town of Wilmington.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

ADJOURNED SESSION, NOV.—DEC, 1779,

Wilmington, Monday, November 29, 1*779.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Wilmington, in

New Castle County, on Monday, the 29th day of November, in

the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-

nine, by adjournment, a sufficient number of the members’ to
^

form a House not attending, the Council adjourned from day to

day until Saturday, the fourth day of December, 1779.

Saturday, A. M., December 4th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the following members, viz :

For New Castle Coujity—Samuel Patterson, Peter Hyatt, Rich-

ard Cantwell.

For Kent Coiinty—Richard Bassett, John Baning.

For S2issex County—The Honorable John Clowes, William
Conwell.

The Council now took into consideration the answer from the

House of Assembly, of the 30th of October, to a message from
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the Council of the 28th of the same month, and a message, in

answer thereto was drawn up at the table, and, by order, read.

Deferred for further consideration.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

Monday, December 6th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Bassett.

Ordered, That the minutes of this meeting be read. %

Which was accordingly done
;
and thereupon

Resolved, That this Council will meet punctually at ten o’cloc;k

in the morning and sit till one o’clock
;
that they will meet again

at three o’clock in the afternoon and sit not longer than six o’clock .

in the evening.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M,, December 7th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Messrs. Polk and Collins.

Messrs. Polk and Collins, in their respective places, made their

excuses for their non-attendance at an earlier date in the sessions;

which were admitted.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.
1
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Stidham, a member of Assembly, was admitted and pre-

sented to the Chair a message from the President to the General
Assembly, inclosing sundry acts of Congress, therein referred to,

and the report of the committee of the House of Assembly to

whom the said message and papers were referred.

On motion, by order,

The President’s message, and its inclosures, were severally

read, and the said message is in these words, viz : \

'^Gentlemen of the General Assembly : «

“Since the last sitting of the Legislature I have, received the

“following acts of Congress, which merit your attention, tp wit :

“Two of the fourteenth of June last, one recommending to the

“State to exempt drivers of waggons from Militia duties while

“in service, the other for ascertaining their wages; two of the
,

“twenty-third of July, one for regulating the Hide Department,
“the other for the better preservation of buildings and other

“property belonging to the United States; one of the seven-
“ teenth of August, on the subject of further provisions for the

“army
;
one of the twenty-first of the same month, on the sub-

“ ject of an embargo
;
one of the twenty-fifth of the same month,

“against restrictions on the inland trade between the States; and
“another of the tenth of September, for providing clothing for

“the troops; and likewise, a circular letter from the President

“of Congress, dated the ninth instant, inclosing divers acts of
“ Congress of the sixth and seventh, for supplying the Continen-
“ tal Treasury. All of which I have directed the Secretary to
“ lay before your Honors, for your perusal and consideration.

“I beg leave to inform the General Assembly that since the

“expiration of the law for laying an embargo, I have, with the

“advice of the Privy Council and at the request of Congress,
“continued, from time to time, the prohibition contained in the

“said act, until such order therein may be taken by the Legisla-
“ ture as they may deem expedient.
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“Its being acknowledged that a well-regulated Militia, com-
“ posed of the sul)stantial inhabitants, is the best security of a

“free State, and the inattention to the discharge of Militia duty
“by great numbers of the subjects of this State, induces me to

“recommend to your Honors’ consideration such amendments
“ to the Militia law as may tend to answer the good purposes in-

“ tended by the act.

“Gentlemen—The provision heretofore made for those in the
“ exercise of civil government, from the present depreciated state
“ of our currency, is so inadequate to the services emoined them,
“that I fear, from the information given me by the Chief Justice,
“ a general neglect of duty will take place, unless some further

“provision is made. I am therefore induced to recommend a
“ matter so necessary to the safety and well-being of the State
“ to your Honors’ serious consideration. \

“Dover, October 22d, 1779. Ci^SAR RODNEY.’^

On motion, by order.

The report of the committee of the House of Assembly on flie

above message and its inclosiires, was read the first time.

On motion, by order,

The several reports of the Joint Committee of Public Accounts,

of the 29th May and 5th June, 1779, were read the second time,

and divers amendments were proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said reports, and the public accounts and
vouchers whereon the said reports were founded, with the trans-

cribed amendments proposed thereto by the Council, be sent, by
Mr. Conwell, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Conwell reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 10 o’clock.
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Wednesday, A. M., December 8th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion, by order,

The report of the committee appointed to state an account of

expenditures by this State on behalf of the Continent, was read

the second time, examined and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be signed by the Speaker and sent to

the House of Assembly by Mr. Baning.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof. '

On motion, by order, •

The President’s message of the 22d October last, and its in-

closures, were read a second time, and the report of the 'com-
mittee of the House of Assembly thereon was also read a second
time and agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return the above message and its in-

closiires (except the act of Congress of the 19th November last

respecting the regulation of prices) and the last mentioned report,

to the House of Assembly, with the concurrence of the Council
to the same report.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereof accord-

ing to order.

Mr. Duff, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a
‘

‘ Bill to prevent forestalling and engrossing, and
for other purposes therein mentioned.”

On motion, by order.

The bill to prevent forestalling and engrossing, &c.
,
was read

the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

By special order, the bill to prevent forestalling and engross-

ing, &c., was read the second time and referred to the Speaker
and Messrs. Collins and Patterson, to report thereon.

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of that House for the appointment
of a committee to settle and adjust the State Treasurer’s accounts,

which, by order, was read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz:

“ In the House of Assembly, ^

“Wednesday, A. M., Decembers, 1779.

“On motion,

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to settle

“and adjust the accounts of the State Treasurer, and make
“ their report forthwith. The members appointed on the part of

“this House are Mr. Vandyke and Mr. Barratt.

“Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. Cr k of Asse^nblyR

And thereupon the Council appoint, on their part, Mr. Polk,

to join with the said committee of the House of Assembly for the

above purpose.

Ordered, That Mr. Con well return the foregoing resolution,

with the concurrence and appointment of the Council thereto,

to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Conwell reported the delivery thereof according to order.

On motion of Mr. Polk, for leave to bring in a bill, by way
of supplement to an act entitled “An act for the more easy and
speedy recovery of small deljts,” the same was granted

;
and a

bill for that purpose being laid on the table, was, by order, read

the first time.

Adjourned till Friday morning, 10 o’clock.
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Friday, A. M., December loth, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs.
Baning, Bassett, and Paterson.

The committee to whom the bill to prevent forestalling and en-

grossing, &c., were referred, now reported sundry amendments
to the same, which, by order, were read and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent, with the said

bill, to the House of Assembly for concurrence, by Mr. Conwell.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

\

Eodem Die', P. M. •

The Council met.

Mr. Conwell now reported the delivery of the papers committed
to him, according to order.

On motion, by order,

The bill, by way of supplement to an act entitled “An act for

the more easy aiul H|)eody recovery of small debts,” was read the

second time and agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk wait on the House of Assembly with

the said bill.

Mr. Polk reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Mr. Houston, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair “A bill for the introducing economy in the pur-

chasing supplies for the Army of the United States of America,”
which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

60
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Saturday, A. M., December iith, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Mr. Bassett.

On motion, by order,

The bill for the introducing economy in the purchasing supplies

for the army, &c.
,
was read the second time and referred to

Messrs. Bassett, Collins and Polk, to report thereon.

On motion of Mr. Hyatt, for leave of absence till Monday after-

noon next, the same was granted to him.
\

Mr. Adams, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deljv-

ered to the Chair the bill to prevent forestalling and engrossing,

&c., with the amendments proposed thereto by the Council, par-

tially disagreed to by the House of Assembly, and an amend-
ment proposed by that House to the same bill.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The committee to whom the bill for introducing economy in

the purchasing supplies for the army, &c., was referred, now re-

ported divers amendments to the same, which, by order, were

read and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said amendments be transcribed and sent,

with the said bill, to the House of Assembly for concurrence, by

Mr. Polk.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according

to order.
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The Council now took into consideration such of their amend-
ments to the bill to prevent forestalling and engrossing, &c., as

were disagreed to by the House of Assembly, and rescinded their

first amendments, and proposed some amendments to the addi-

tional amendments projiosed by the House of Assembly.

Mr. William Clark, a member of Assembly, was admitted and
delivered the bill for the introducing economy in the purchasing
supplies for the army, &c., with the amendments proposed
thereto by the Council disagreed to in the whole by the House
of Assembly.

Adjourned till Monday morning at lo o'clock.

Monday, A. M., December 13th, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messr.s.

Baning, Patterson, and Hyatt.

The Council took into consideration the amendments proposed
by them to the bill for introducing economy in the purchasing
supplies for the army, tSic., and disagreed to by the House of

Assembly, and after some time spent thereon receded from the

same.

Ordered, That the foregoing bill, and the bill to prevent fore-

stalling and engro.ssing, c'ic., with their respective amendments,
be returned, by Mr. Camtwell, to the House of Assembly, with

the following message from the Council to the House of Assem-
bly, viz :

Geyitlemen

:

The Council conceive the bills to prevent forestalling and
engrossing, and for other purposes therein mentioned, and for

introducing economy in the purchasing supplies for the Army
of the United States of America, to be very useful and important

in their nature, and do not view the amendments proposed by
them and rejected by you of such consequence as to delay the

passage of them
;
therefore, rather than they should be delayed,
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the Council recede from llieir proposed amendments, but farther

beg leave to observe, that with respect to their last amendment
proposed to the bill for introducing economy in the purchasing
supplies, &c., they are still strongly impressed with an idea of

the propriety and usefulness of the said amendment
;
for that it

apj)ears to them that one great design of the said bill is that the

ohicers under it should not make use of the public money for

their own private emolument or advantage, and that the solemn
oath of the party to that purpose they consider a stronger tie, and
more likely to prevent a breach of the law in that instance than

any other thing. The Council would therefore wish your hon-

orable House would reconsider the said amendment, and, if it

should appear in the same point of view to you as it does to

them, make no doubt but you will readily accede to the same.

Signed by order of the Council,

JOHN CLOWES, speaker,

Wilmington, December 13, 1779.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Cantwell now reported the delivery of the papers commit-

ted to him according to order.

Messrs. Patterson and Hyatt appeared in the Council.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
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Tuesday, December 14th, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Baning.

On motion of Mr. Bassett, for leave to bring in a bill, by way
of supplement to an act for making perpetual a former act enti-'

tied
‘ ‘An act for the amending the laws relating to testamentary

affairs, and for the better settling intestates’ estates, &c.,” the

same was granted, and a supplement for this purpose being laid

on the table, was, by order, read the first time.

Mr. Bryan, a member of Assembly, was admitted and returned t

to the Chair the supplementary bill to the act for the more easy
and speedy recovery of small debts, with divers amendments pro-

posed thereto by the House of Assembly.

The same member also presented to the Chair an address from
the officers of the Delaware Regiment, and two addresses from
the Clothier-General, of the nth and 14th instant, with a resolu- -

tion of the House of Assembly for the payment of fifteen thou-
sand pounds to the Clothier-General, to be by him applied in

completing the clothing allowed to the officers of the Delaware
Regiment.

An account of William McKennan, a lieutenant in the Dela-
ware Regiment, was also presented to the Chair by the same
member, with a resolution of the House of Assembly for the

payment of sixty-two pounds eleven shillings and three pence,
in discharge of his said account.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the following

message from the House of Assembly, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“The House of Assembly have appointed Messrs. Stidham,
“ Cook, and Collings to view and report the situation and condi-
“ tion of the barracks and works at the fort on Christiana Creek,
“and propose to you the appointment of a committee of your
“body to join them in that business, if your honorable House
“think the same necessary.’’

I
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On motion, the supplementary bill to the act for the more
easy and speedy recovery of small debts, and the amendments
proposed thereto by the House of Assembly, were read the first

time.

On motion, by order, the address of the officers of the Dela-

ware Regiment was read.

On motion, by order.

The several addresses of the Clothier-General of this State,

containing an estimate of the monies necessary to carr^ into exe-

cution the resolves of the General Assembly for clothing for the

officers of the Delaware Regiment, and the resolution of the

House of Assembly, for the payment of fifteen thousand pounds
to the Clothier-General, founded thereon, were read tne first

'

time.
^

By special order the said resolution was read the second time

and conourred in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House ok Assembly,

“A. M., December 14th, 1779.

"'Resolved, That an order be drawn by the Speakers of both
“ Houses on the State Treasurer, for the sum of fifteen thousand
“pounds, in favor of George Craghead, Esq., Clothier-General

“of this State, to be by him applied in completing the clothing

“allowed to the officers of the Delaware Regiment, and the sur-

“ plus thereof, if any, in procuring the monthly supplies allowed

“to the said officers, in addition to the fourteen hundred pounds
“quarterly heretofore granted by the General Assembly for fur-

“ nishing the said supplies
;
the said George Craghead to be ac-

“ countable for the expenditure of the said sum.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. Cr k of Assembly

^

On motion, by order,

The account of Williahi McKennan was read, considered and
allowed, and the resolution of the House of Assembly for the

payment of the same was also read the first time.
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By special order the same was read the second time and con-
curred in, and is in these words, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., December 14, 1779.

“An account of William McKennan, a lieutenant in the Dela-
“ware Regiment, was presented to the Chair, and, by order,

“read.

''Resolved, That the Speakers of both Houses draw an order
“on the State Treasurer, for the sum of sixty-two pounds eleven
“shillings and three pence, in favor of Lieutenant McKennan, in
“ discharge of his said account.

“Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly^ <

Ordered, That the foregoing, account, the several before-men-
tioned addresses of the officers of the Delaware Regiment, and
of the Clothier-General, and the resolutions founded thereon,

with the concurrence of the Council thereto, be returned, by Mr.
Polk, to the House of Assembly, with the following verbal mes-,

sage from the Council, viz :

*

Gentlemen

:

The Council have agreed to your proposal of appointing a

committee, to join your committee, to view and report the situ-

ation and condition of the barracks and works at the fort on
Christiana Creek

;
and thereupon

Resolved, That Messrs. Peter Hyatt and William Conwell be a

committee, to join your committee, for the purpose aforesaid.

Mr. Polk reported the delivery of the papers committed to him
according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
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Wednesday, A. M., December 15th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The Council now took into consideration the amendments
proposed by the House of Assembly to the supplementary bill

for the more easy and speedy recovery of small debts, and
agreed thereto.

Orderedy That the said bill and its amendments be sent to the

House of Assembly by Mr. Collins.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

On motion, by order,

The supplementary bill for making perpetual a former act enti-

tled “An act for the amending the laws relating to testamentary

affairs, tScc. ,“ was read the second time.

By special order the same was read a third time by paragraphs,

debated, and agreed to.

07‘deredy That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly by Mr. Bassett.

The supplementary bill for the more easy and speedy recovery

of small debts was returned by the Clerk of the House of As-
sembly. Ordered to be engrossed.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Bailing appeared in the Council and took his seat.

Mr. Bassett now reported the delivery of the papers committed
to him, according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, A. M., December 16, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

On motion, by order.

The supplement to an act entitled “An act for the more easy
and speedy recovery of small debts,” being engrossed, was read
and compared.

On motion of Mr. Bassett for leave of absence until Monday
next, the same was granted to him.

Adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M.
^

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the report of the joint committee of June 5th,

1779, with the amendments proposed thereto by the Council, dis-

agreed to in the whole by the House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered the report of the joint com-
mittee of the 29th May, 1779, with the amendments proposed by
the Council, acceded to in the whole by the House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered a petition from Geo. Adams,
setting forth that he is an inhabitant of that part of Sussex County
which formerly belonged to Maryland, and praying leave to bring

in a bill for his relief in extending to his particular case an act of

Assembly of the Delaware State authorizing the removal of all

proceedings out of the courts of law in Maryland into the courts

of law in this State, &c.
,
with a bill for amending an act entitled

“A supplementary act to the act entitled ‘An act for the more
6i
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effectual ascertaining and fixing the limits of the several Counties
within this Government, &c.,’ " and the following message, viz :

“A Message from the House of Assembly to the Council.

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“The House of Assembly have taken into consideration
“ your amendments proposed to the report of the Joint Commit-
“ tee of Accounts of the fifth day of June, 1779, and are unable
“ to discover the reasons which induced your honorable House
“ to propose the first, unless the difference between the charge
“therein and the sum in the voucher, being six pounds seven-
“ teen shillings and five pence, should have caused such amend-
“ ment

;
if so, it is equal to that difference. But this House is

“ informed by their committee that the committee received sal^is-

“ faction thereon from Mr. Carty, who attended them at the time

“of examination. ^

“As to the second amendment—this House are persuaded it

“ was the intention of the Assembly, at the time of passing said

“account, to allow Mr. Watson equal for his service to the al-

“ lowance made in like cases to the Sheriffs of Kent and New
‘

‘ Castle Counties, and also are of opinion that that has, in that

“instance, been done.

“ No answer is necessary to your third amendment, more than
‘

‘ to observe that it is consequent on the other two.

‘
‘ Signed by order of the House of Assembly.

“SIMON KOLLOCK, Speaker,

“Wilmington, December 15, 1779.”

The Council now reconsidered the amendments proposed by
them to the rej)ort of the Joint Committee of Accounts of the

5th of June, 1779, and disagreed to by the House of Assembly,
and after some time sj)cnt thereon receded from their said amend-
ments.

Ordered, That the said report and amendments be returned to

the House of Assembly by Mr. Cantwell.

Who reported the delivery thereof according to order.
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On motion, by order,

The petition of George Adams, and the bill for amending an
act entitled

‘ ‘A supplementary act to the act entitled ‘An act for

the more effectual ascertaining and fixing the limits of the several

Counties within this Government, &c.
,’ ” were severally read the

first time.

By special order the same were read the second time and re-

ferred to Messrs. Collins and Polk, to report thereon.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at lo o’clock.

Friday, A. M., December 17th, fyjg.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Bassett.

Mr. Bryan, a member of Assembly, was admitted and laid

before this House the sum of ^134 : i 14, being the two-thjfds

part of a debt due to Joseph Gregg by Daniel Cloud, which* by « r,

the tender of the same by the said debtor to the administratrix
|

of the said Joseph Gregg and her refusal thereof, became for-

feited to the State, agreeable to an act of General Assembly,
passed the 226. of February, 1777, for establishing the Bills of

Credit issued by Congress, &c., with a certificate of the commis-
sion of administration to the said administratrix, the deposition

of two witnesses, proving the tender and refusal aforesaid, and a

resolution of the House of Assembly for the payment of the said

sum into the .State Treasury by the County Treasurer.

On motion, by order, the above papers were read the first time.

By special order the same were read the second time and re-

ferred to Messrs. Collins and Patterson, to report thereon.

The committee to whom the petition of George Adams and the

bill for amending an act entitled “A supplementary act to the act

entitled ‘An act for the more effectual ascertaining and fixing the

limits of the several Counties within this Government, &c.,’”
were referred, now reported that they had examined and con-
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sidered the said petition and bill, and had agreed to the said bill

;

which said report was approved of, and the bill passed the Coun-
cil.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return the said petition and bill to the

House of Assembly.

Mr. Polk reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion of Mr. Polk, for leave to bring in a “Bill more
effectually to prevent non-jurors and other disqualified persons
from voting at any election within this State, and for other pur-

p)oses therein mentioned,” the same was granted, and a bill for

this purpose being laid on the table, was, by order, read the first

time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and re-

ferred to Messrs. Hyatt, Collins and Patterson, to report thereon.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., December i8th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The committee to whom the resolution of the House of As-
sembly for the payment of one hundred and thirty-four pounds
one shilling and four pence (and the papers attending the same)
into the State Treasury, was referred, now reported that they had
examined and considered the above mentioned papers, and were
satisfied as to the legality of the tender made by the said debtor

;
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whereupon the said resolution was concurred in by the Council,

and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Thursday, P. M., December 16, 1779.

“Robert Bryan, Esq., Treasurer of New Castle County, laid

“before the House one hundred and thirty-four pounas one
“shilling and four pence, being the two-thirds part of a debt
“due to Joseph Gregg by Daniel Cloud, and tendered by the

“said debtor to the administratrix of the said Joseph Gregg,
“which, upon refusal thereof, became forfeited to the State,

“agreeable to an act of General Assembly, passed the 22d day
“of February, 1777, for establishing the Bills of Credit issued
“ by Congress, &c.

''Resolved, That the said Treasurer be directed to pay the’

“aforesaid sum into the hands of the State Treasurer.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of AssemblyR,

Ordered, That Mr. Cantwell return the foregoing resolution,
,

concurred in by the Council, with the money and papers accom-*
panying the same, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Cantwell reported the delivery of the above according to

order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and adjourned till Monday merning at 10

o’clock.
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Monday, A. M., December 20th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday
last.

Some of the members attending on committees, the Council
adjourned till three o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The committee to whom the bill to prevent non-jurors' and
other disqualified persons from voting at an election within thi§

State, now requested a further time to consider and report there-

on, which was granted.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a bill for raising one million three hundred and sixty

thousand dollars in the Delaware State, between the first day of

February and the first day of October in the year one thousand
seven hundred and eighty, and for other purposes therein men-
tioned, which, by order, was read the first time.

Mr. West, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly for nom-
inating persons to be balloted for as Delegates to the Congress,

and also as Purchasers for the Army of the United States, which,

by order, was read the first time.

On motion, by order,

The bill for raising one million three hundred and sixty thou-

sand dollars, &c., was read the second time and referred to the

Speaker and Messrs. Collins and Cantwell, to report thereon.

On motion, by order,
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The resolution for nominating persons to be balloted for as

Delegates to Congress, &c., was read a second time, and an
amendment was proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent to the House
of Assembly for their concurrence, by Mr. Polk, together with

the foregoing resolution.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at lo o’clock.

\

Tuesday, A. M., December 21, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv‘

ered to the Chair a resolution for the appointment of committees
for settling the accounts of the several General Loan Offices.

The same member also delivered the resolution for nominating
persons to be balloted for as Delegates to the Congress, &c.

,
with

the amendment proposed thereto by the Council rejected by the

House of Assemldy, and an amendment proposed by that House
to the said resolution.

The committee appointed on the part of the Council to view
and report the situation of the barracks and works at the fort on
Christiana Creek, now delivered their report at the table, which,

by order, was read the first time.

The Council now took into consideration the amendment pro-

posed by them to the resolution for nominating persons to be

balloted for as Delegates to Congress, &c,, and rejected by the

House of Assembly, and also the amendment proposed by that

House to the said resolution, and thereupon the Council receded

from their own amendment, and agreed to the amendment pro-

posed by the House of Assembly.
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Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt return the said resolution and its

amendments to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

On motion, by order,

The resolutions of the House of Assembly for the appointment
of committees for settling the accounts of the several General
Loan Offices were read the first time.

By special order the same were read the second time and con-

curred in, and are as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly, December 20th, 1779.
^

“ Whereas the committees heretofore appointed to settle and
“adjust the accounts of the General Loan Offices for the Cotfn-
“ ties of New Castle and Kent have not proceeded in that busi-
‘

‘ ness
;
therefore

''Resolved, That a committee of three persons in each of the
,

“said Counties be appointed to settle and adjust the accounts »

“of the said offices in the Counties aforesaid respectively, who
“are hereby directed to settle and adjust the said accounts from

“the time of the settlement made by Messrs. McKinly, Read,
“ Killen, Haslet, and Robinson, a committee of Assembly for
‘

‘ the purpose, and make report thereof to the General Assembly
“ this State at their next meeting.

“And whereas the late committee appointed for the like ser-
“ vice in the County of Sussex have not proceeded therein,

"Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to settle

“and adjust the accounts of the General Loan Office for the said
“ County of Sussex.

“The members chosen, on the part of this House, are, for

“ New Castle County, John Clark and Robert Bryan, Esquires;
“ for Kent County, Philip Barratt and John Cook, Esquires

;
and

“ for the County of Sussex, Simon Kollock and Joscpii Hall, Es-
“ quires.

"Resolved, That the committees respectively be directed to
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“report the sums of money in specie and paper which are in the
“said offices.

And thereupon the Council, on their part, have nominated the

following persons to join the committee of the House of Assem-
bly, to wit : For New Castle County, John Thompson, Esq.; for

Kent County, John Bailing, Esq.
;
and for the County of Sussex,

John Clowes, Esq.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return the said resolution, with the

concurrence and appointment of the Council thereto, to the House
of Assembly.

^

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, waited on the Council
and informed them that the House of Assembly were ready to

receive them and proceed to put in nomination persons to be

balloted for as Delegates to Congress and Purchasers for the

Army within this State, according to the order of the day.

The Council then met the House of Assembly, in the Assem-
bly Room, and then and there put in nomination for the said *

offices divers [lersons, whose names were taken down for the con-

sideration of the members of both Houses.

On motion,

Resolved, That the General Assembly now separate, and meet
again, in the Assembly Room, to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock,

to ballot for the officers aforesaid.

Then the Council withdrew, and adjourned till three o’clock.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“ Sent for concurrence.

JAS. BOOTH,
CV k of Assembly. ’

’

JOHN CLOWES, Speaker.

P. M.

62
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Baning now reported the delivery of the papers committed
to him, according to order.

The committee appointed to report on the bill for raising one
million three hundred and sixty thousand dollars, now reported
divers amendments to the said bill, which, by order, were read,

agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Patterson return the said bill and trans-
'

scribed amendments to the House of Assembly for concurrency.

Mr. Patterson reported the delivery according to order.

The committee to whom the bill to prevent non-jurors and
other disqualified persons from voting at any election within this

State, was referred, having considered the same, now reported it

as their opinion that the said bill should be rejected, and further

prayed leave to bring in a new bill, in lieu thereof, which was
granted

;
whereupon a bill entitled “An act for the better secur-

ing elections within this State,” was laid on the table.

On motion, by order, the said bill was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and de-

ferred tor consideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at lo o’clock.
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Wednesday, A. M., December 22d, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Houston, a member of Assembly, was admitted and pre-

sented to the Chair an account of Charles Ridgely, Esq., of cash
paid for wood and house rent for eight Continental soldiers under

’

the command of Lieutenant Skillington, amounting to forty-five

pounds
;
which, by order, was read and allowed.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return the said account to the

House of Assembly.

Who, upon his return, reported the delivery thereof according
to order. #

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, waited on the Council
and informed them that the House of Assembly were ready to

receive the Council and proceed to the balloting for persons as

Delegates to Congress and Purchasers for the Army within thi^‘

State, agreeable to the order of the day.

Then the Council met the House of Assembly, in the Assem-
bly Room, and {)roceeded to ballot for the officers aforesaid out
of the persons before put into nomination, and upon examining,
the box containing the ballots it appeared that John Dickinson,

Nicholas Vandyke, and George Read, Itsquires, were declared

duly elected I )elegates from this State to the Congress of the

United States for the ensuing year; and Thomas Duflf, Esq.,

was declared duly elected Purchaser for the Army of the said

United States for and in the County of New Castle
;
John Cook,

Esq., was declared duly elected Purchaser for the said Army for

and in the County of Kent
;
and Simon Kollock, Esq., was de-

clared duly elected Purchaser for the said Army for and in the

County of Sussex.

Then both Houses separated, and the Council adjourned till 3
o’clock, P. M.
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I

t

I

! Eodem Die, P. M.

I

The Council met.

Mr. Bassett attended, and made his excuse for his non-attend-

ance at an earlier day, which was admitted.

Mr. Youn^, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-
‘ ered to the Chair a supplementary act to the Militia act

;
which,

by order, was read the first time.

Mr. John Clark, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair a bill for the appointment of Trustees of the

several General Loan Offices.

On motion, by order, the said bill was read the first time.
*

On motion, by order.

The supplementary bill to the Militia act was read a second*

time and referred to Messrs. Bassett, Polk and Collins, to report

thereon.

On motion, by order.

The bill for the appointment of Trustees of the several General
Loan Offices was read the second time and referred to Messrs.

Cantwell, Patterson and Conwell, to report thereon.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at lo o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., December 23, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The committee to whom the bill for the appointment of Trustees
of the several General Loan Offices was referred, now reported an
amendment to the same

;
which was read and agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the said bill and transcribed amendments.
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Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

The committee to whom was referred the supplementary bill

to the Militia act, now reported some amendments to the same

;

which, by order, were read, agreed to, and ordered to be trans-

cribed.

Ordered, That the said bill and amendments be sent for con-
currence to the House of Assembly, by Mr. Baning.

Who reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

«

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met. Present the same members, except Mr!
Bassett.

On motion, by order,

The report of the committee of Council appointed to view
and report the situation of the barracks and works on Christiana

Creek, in conjunction with a committee of the House of Assem-
bly, was reatl a second time ami adopted, and is as follows, viz :

The committee which was appointed to join the committee of

the House of Assembly to view the guard house, magazine and
works on Christiana Creek, near the Borough of Wilmin^on,
now report that they had viewed the same, and are of opinion

there is not any necessity for keeping them in repair
;
therefore

recommend that, as the barracks and wood part of the maga-
zine are useless and going to ruin, they ought to be sold for the

benefit of the State.

On motion,

Resolved, That Mr. Joseph Stidham be and he is hereby em-
powered to make public sale of the wood part of said works, and



hQh .'a!;:';

- i '^Ahvfk im anr

Y^'>vfl.4.» 5fiJ b*>rioq..i .b*?* ,oHV/

(>1

!(kJ A^i4BifiS'ms.iqqi:ff; ^»rfi hdTi:>bi ojr.*/ «<io:lv oi c)*.».tjf(t(noo sdT
;

^di oi d<ri02 hc-^ o^n** v/c-ri jon oi

O' ,0) ,b«:n ..nav/ yti donlw
.boo'-D

TOt .so . r-i -sd bai j.vi<l bliia 3d? .

> .•t.nif'sH ,’jM '{d ,'{ldrw;“A.''k) ^tiuoH tjib c t f*oni’'rtu'j

.Vflno o? yi<>vd'^i) 5»iii [jtj.rKjqai fflW

'

’

' M H .bob'o £ sif.i b-j.-’'iJoif>f--

,
t

Av
!A

,riti!clvri:»rn -xb w. jitii'iH- js,»a bajOio'l sdl

,v>f:VfO v<^ ,ffai>Oin rs,0

v^.^hr of h^/p-k’qQfj b rx'ttiia.mo'T. t»di-W'rioq»'i yd'T

wiiiJWo3 >w biib i*.>fvcri;,0 jfb jo aoixetJltt: adl .XiOci-sa bn«
-Hivfjiii I'O 3«oo.H so h tbb' fiohr*ifw[oo3 n‘ ,d'i:nO

: ^v/ ,r&'Oik’> ?j: xf baij 4^ ;;-|-.>l/.^ )'>ra; y, Ixri'i; ^rr// ,xld

b 30t??i¥iicri03 ^iU fib; 01 bsxniovjqii m:'u ii>i;b,v ^-nmimmoo drfT

i»iu;
^

orb w-dv at ^W«i‘>a«A lo jibuoII bdi

w to i|-gi»o'T^>t1 :;»j,lt ,:l*x'y!0 i:ti/,bcii.!:!3 fiO *diow
ocdnxqo ”40 o'lx bi'ifi 30*? L,od :»!.d? iioq'io worj

i O'ox'b xor, ?on ai

,-t'j^r^ai od) lo ittq S>n>b> inu^ a?bjj'fiir;d od? .kxrf:»

idv bIo«. »d 03 YOxis oi gmoyi b,«;. 'Hm>t9ka -ii.8 &ais
’

. .:Oi:jri ‘Jib "?o :rii3n5Kj

.ttoiioin nO

-.no •/fb'tri'M'f iii ^4, htm 9<» iai;xaol. /ibf *i»ff.T ^mKtxvs^.

i>rm ,a:>h.i.;vr bifiglo Xu^q )o oMuq ex>(«i'n oi ho^iov/oq



494 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

that he make return of his proceedings in the premises to the

General Assembly at their next meeting.

Ordered, That Mr. Cantwell deliver the foregoing report and
resolution to the House of Assembly for concurrence.

Mr. Cantwell reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Mr. Bryan, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the bill for the appointment of Trustees of the

General Loan Offices, with the amendments proposed thereto by
the Council acceded to by the House of Assembly, and a propo-
sition of that House for filling up the blanks for the Trustees’

names in the said bill.

The same member also delivered a letter from the President

of Congress to the President of this State, of the 22d November!
inclosing an act of Congress of the 19th of the same month,
recommending to the several States to enact laws for establishing

a general limitation of prices throughout their respective juris-

dictions
;
the proceedings of the convention of New Hampshire,

Massachusetts Bay, &c.
;
and a letter from the President of the

said convention to the President of this. State on the same sub- •

ject, with a resolution of the House of Assembly for the appoint-*

ment of Commissioners to attend a convention at Philadelphia for

the purposes mentioned in the said resolution of Congress.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a bill to prohibit

the exportation of provisions from this State.

The same member also delivered the resolution of the House
of Assembly emj)owering the .Sj)eakers of both Houses to draw
<an order for the j)ayment of the Militia.

The same member also delivered a resolution of the House of

Assembly for the payment of the monies which have arisen from
the sale of forfeited estates into the State Treasury.

The same member also delivered a resolution of the House of

Assembly for api>ointing an Auditor General of Accounts.

On motion, by order,

The foregoing letters, the act of Congress, and the proceedings
of the convention of Massachusetts Bay respecting a general lim-

itation of prices, were read.
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On motion, by order,

The resolution for the appointment of Commissioners to attend

a convention in Philadelphia in order to consider on the expedi-

ency of a general limitation of prices, was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and de-

ferred for consideration until to-morrow morning.

On motion, by order.

The proposition for filling up the blanks in the bill for the ap-

pointment of Trustees of the General Loan Offices, was read the

first time.

On motion, by order.

The resolution empowering the Speakers of both Houses ^o

draw orders for the payment of the Militia, was read the first

time.

By special order, the foregoing resolution was read a second
time and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

Thursday, A. M., December 23d, 1779.

On motion.

'‘'Resolved, That the Speakers of both Houses of the General
“Assembly draw an order on the Trustee of the General Loan
“Office for the County of Sussex, in favor of John Clowes, of the

“saiil county, Lscj., for the sum of one thousand two hundred
“pounds, out of any public monies in the said office, except
“principal money emitted to be let out on loan, to be applied
“by the said John Clowes in discharging a balance due to the
“ Militia of the said County of Sussex

;
the said John Clowes to

“be accountable for the expenditure thereof, and to render an
“account of his proceedings in the premises to the General As-
“sembly at their next meeting.

‘
‘ That the Speakers of both Houses also draw an order on the

“State Treasurer, for the sum of three thousand six hundred
“ pounds, in favor of Philip Barratt, of the County of Kent, Esq.,
“to be by him applied in discharging the debts heretofore agreed
“by the General Assembly due to the Militia of the said County
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“of Kent
;
the said Philip Barratt to be accountable for the ex-

“ penditure thereof, and to render an account of his proceedings
“ in the premises to the General Assembly at their next meeting.

On motion, by order.

The resolution for the payment of the monies arising from the

sale of forfeited estates into the State Treasury, was read the first

time.

By special order, the same was read a second time and deferred

for consideration until to-morrow morning.

On motion, by order,
I

The resolution for the appointment of an Auditor General of

Accounts, was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and de-

ferred for consideration until to-morrow morning.

On motion, by order, **

The bill to prohibit the exportation of provisions, was read the

first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and re-

ferred to Messrs. Collins, Polk and Patterson, to report thereon

to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning.

‘
‘ Extract from the minutes.

“ Sent for concurrence.

JAS. BOOTH,
Cr k of Assembly.
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Friday, A. M., December 24th, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

The Council took into consideration the resolution for the

payment of the monies arising from the sale of forfeited estates

into the State Treasury, and an amendment was proposed and
agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return the said resolution and
amendment to the House of Assembly for concurrence, with the

resolution empowering the Speakers to draw orders for the pay-
ment of the Militia concurred in by the Council.

•

Mr. Conwell reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair a resolution of that House directing the

Speakers of both Houses to inform the persons chosen Delegates
from this State to Congress of their appointment, and request •

their answer as to their acceptance of the said appointment.

On motion, by order, the foregoing resolution was read the

first time.

By special order, the same was read a second time and con-

curretl in, and is in these words, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, A. M., December 24th, 1779.

“ On motion,

^'Resolved, That the Speakers of the Council and House of

“Assembly be requested to give information to Messrs. Dickin-

“son and Read of their appointment, by the General Assembly,
“to represent this State as Delegates in the Congress of the
“ United States of America, and request their answer.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
‘

‘ Sent for concurrence, CV k of Assembly. ’
’

63
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Ordered, That Mr. Patterson return the foregoing resolution,

concurred in by the Council, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Patterson, being returned, reported the delivery thereof

according to order.

Mr. Cook, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

the resolution for the payment of the monies arising from the sale

of forfeited estates, &c.
,
with the amendments proposed thereto

by the Council acceded to by the House of Assembly
;
and the

said resolution, as amended, was read and concurred in, and is as

follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, A. M., December 22, 1779.

“On motion, \

Resolved, That the Commissioners of Forfeited Estates be
“directed forthwith to pay into the hands of Samuel Patterson,

“Esq., the Treasurer of this State, the balance of the money
“which has arisen by the sale of those estates by them made,
“after deducting their commissions and the sums ordered by the^

“Justices of the Courts of Quarter Sessions for the maintenance
“ and support of the wives and children of the persons who have
‘

‘ forfeited the same, and the debts against said estates, if any
;

“and that the said commissioners be directed to attend the Gen-
“ eral Assembly, at their next meeting, to render an account of

“their proceedings in the premises.

“Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. Cl* k of Assembly,*'

Ordered, That Mr. Baning deliver the same to the House of

Assembly, with the concurrence of the Council thereto.

Mr. Baning reported the delivery thereof according to order.

The Council took into consideration the resolution respecting

the appointment of an Auditor General of Accounts, and an
amendment was proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent, with the said

resolution, to the House of Assembly, for concurrence, by Mr.
Hyatt.
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Who, being returned, reported ^he delivery thereof according
to order.

On motion, by order.

The proposition for filling up the blanks in the bill for the ap-

pointment of Trustees of the several Loan Offices was read a

second time, and Mr. Bassett moved that the name of John Rod-
ney, Esq., of the County of Sussex, should be inserted in the

stead of David Hall, Esq.
;
and the same being seconded, the

question was put and carried in the negative.

Mr. Collins then recjuired the yeas and nays on the above
question. They are as follows, viz :

For the question—Mr. Collins, Mr. Bassett, Mr. Patterson, Mr.
Baning,

^

Against the question—Mr. Polk, Mr. Conwell, Mr. Cantwell,

Mr. Hyatt.

The Council being divided, the Speaker gave the casting voice.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return the foregoing bill and proposi-

tion, agreed to by the Council, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery of the fore-

going papers according to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The committee to whom the bill to prohibit the exportation of

provisions was referred, now reported sundry amendments to the

same
;
which, by order, were read, considered, and debated, and

the same not being agreed to, the said bill was recommitted to

the same committee, w'ith the addition of Mr. Bassett.

The Council now took into consideration the resolutions of the
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House of Assembly for the appointment of Commissioners to

attend a convention in Philadelphia to deliberate on the expedi-

ency of a general limitation of prices throughout the jurisdiction

of the respective States, and proposed some amendments thereto;

which were read, agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed.

Ordered, That the said resolutions and proposed amendments
be sent for' concurrence to the House of Assembly, by Mr. Col-

lins.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Mr. Collings, a member of Assembly, was admitted and pre-

sented to the Chair a letter addressed from George Read, Esq.

,

declining his acceptance of his appointment as. one of the Dele-

gates from this State to Congress
;
and also the letter of resigna-

tion of George Craghead, Esq., of his appointment of Commis-
sary-General of IVisoners for this State, with resolutions of*the

House of Assembly for nominating persons to be balloted for to

supply the t)laces of George Read, Esq., as a Delegate from this

State to Congress, and of George Craghead, Esq., as Commis-
sary-General of Prisoners for this State.

Mr. Stidham, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a bill for amending the laws for establishing fees.

On motion, by order, the foregoing letter from George Read,
Esq., and the resignation of George Craghead, Esq., were sev-

erally read.

On motion, by order.

The resolutions for nominating persons to be balloted for as a

Delegate to represent this State in Congress in the room of

George Read, Esq., and a Commissary-General of Prisoners in

the room of George Craghead, Esq.
,
were read the first time.

By special order, the same were read a second time and con-

curred in, and are as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly, 24th Feb., P. M., 1779.

“ On motion,

'"Resolved, That the General Assembly meet this evening at
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“seven o’clock, in the Assembly Room, for the purpose of nom-
“ inating persons to be balloted for as a Delegate to represent
“this State in Congress in the place of George Read, Esq., who
“has declined to serve.

“ On motion,

^'Resolved, That the resignation of George Craghead, Esq.,
“of the appointment of Commissary-General of Prisoners for this
‘

‘ State, signified to the General Assembly by his letter of the
“twentieth of October last, be accepted, and tliat proper persons
“be nominated at the time aforesaid to be balloted for to supply
“ his place.

“ Extract from the minutes. GEO. LATIMER,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k pro tempR

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return to the House of Assembly the

foregoing resolutions, concurred in by the Council, with thejetters

addressed from George Read and George Craghead, Esquires.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereof accord-

ing to order.

On motion, by order.

The bill for the amending the laws for establishing fees was
read the tirst time.

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and in-

formed the Council that the House of Assembly were ready to

receive them to put in nomination persons to represent this State

in Congress in the room of George Read, Esq., who hath de-

clined to serve, and also for a Commissary-General of Prisoners

in the room of George Craghead, Esq., who hath resigned his

appointment.

The Council now met the House of Assembly, in the Assembly
Room, to put in nomination persons for each of the said offices,

when one person only for each of the .said appointments was* put

in nomination.

On motion,

Resolved, That as but one person for each of the said appoint-

ments is put in nomination, the General Assembly proceed to

ballot for the same forthwith.
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The General Assembly then proceeded to ballot for the said
officers, and the box containing the ballots being examined in

the presence of the members, it appeared that the Honorable
Thomas McKean, Esquire, was declared unanimously elected a

Delegate from this State to Congress in the room of George
Read, Esq., who hath declined to serve; and that Major Henry
Fisher was declared unanimously elected Commissary-General of
Prisoners for this State in the place of George Craghead, Esq.,
who hath resigned.

On motion.

Resolved, That the two Houses now separate.

Then the Council withdrew.

On motion, by order, \

The bill for the amending the laws for establishing fees was
read a second time and referred to the Speaker and Messrs. Bas-

sett and Patterson, to report thereon to-morrow morning.

The Council now took into consideration their message in an-

swer to an answer from the House of Assembly of the 30th

October last to a message from the Council of the 28th of the
*

said month, and the same was agreed to.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., December 25th, 1779.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Clark, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the resolutions of the House of Assembly for the ap-

pointment of Commissioners to attend a convention in Philadel-

phia for fixing a general limitation of prices, and the resolution

for the appointment of William Killen, Esq., Auditor General of

Accounts, with the amendments to the said resolutions acceded

to by the House of Assembly.
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On motion, by order, the foregoing resolutions were severally

read, as amended, and concurred in, and are as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., December 21, 1779.

“On motion,

''Resolved, That Commissioners be appointed on the part of

“this State, by a joint resolution of the General Assembly
“thereof, to meet Commissioners from the States of New Hamp-
“ shire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
“York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, in

“convention at Philadelphia on the first Wednesday of January
“next, then and there to unite with them in considering the ex-
“ pediency of limiting the prices of merchandise, produce ai^d

“labor
;
and if the said convention judge such a measure neces-

“sary, to proceed with them to limit the prices of the said,arti-
“ cles in such manner as shall be best adapted to the situation

“and circumstances of the several States; and that they make
“report of the proceedings of the said convention to the L'egis-
“ lature of this State at their next meeting.

“That the Delegates from this State to Congress and George
“Latimer, of the County of New Castle, Esq., or any two of

“them, be and are hereby appointed Commissioners on the part
“ of this State for the jAirposes aforesaid.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly'"

" In the House of Assembly,

“Thursday, P. M., December 23, 1779.

“Whereas the present mode of stating and settling the

“accounts which arise against this State and the accounts be-
“ tween this State and the United States of America, is found to
“ be very inconvenient and expensive

;
therefore

"Resolved, That William Killen, of Kent County, Esq., be
“and hereby is appointed for the purpose aforesaid, to whom all

“the accounts aforesaid are hereafter to be delivered, with their
“ vouchers, which are to be by him properly stated and laid be-
“ fore the General Assembly at their next or some other subse-
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“quent meeting, for their consideration and inspection; who
“shall, for his trouble in doing and performing the above men-
‘

‘ tioned service, be allowed the sum of one thousand pounds.

The committee to whom was referred the bill for establishing

fees, now reported sundry amendments thereto; which, by order,

were read the first time.

By special order,, the same were read the second time, agreed
to, and ordered to be transcribed.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

The Council met.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return to the House of Assembly
the foregoing bill for establishing fees, with the amendnients pro-

posed thereto by the Council.

Mr. Baning reported the delivery thereof according to order.

The committee to whom the bill to prohibit the exportation of

provisions was referred, now made their report thereon, that the

said bill should be rejected, and brought in another bill for the

purpose aforesaid
;
which, by order, was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time.

The same was read a third time by paragraphs, agreed to, and
ordered to be transcribed.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the bill for amending the laws for establishing

fees, &c., with the amendments proposed thereto by the Council
disagreed to in part and in part agreed to, together with an addi-

tional paper of amendments proposed by the House of Assembly
to the said bill.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“ Sent for concurrence.

JAS. BOOTH,
Cr k of Assembly

y

Eodem Die, P. M. •
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Ordered, That Mr. Cantwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the bill to prohibit the exportation of provisions, as rejected

by the Council, and another bill proposed in lieu thereof by the
Council

;
the resolutions of the House of Assembly for the ap-

pointment of Commissioners to attend a convention in Phila-

delphia for fixing a general limitation of prices, and also the

resolution for the appointment of an Auditor General, with the

concurrence of the Council respectively thereto.

Mr. Cantwell, beir^g returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

On motion, the Council took into consideration the amend-
ments proposed by them to the bill for the amending the laws

for establishing fees, and the additional paper of amendments
proposed to the same bill by the House of Assembly, and 'the

same being considered and debated, the Council adhered to their

amendments, and agreed that a message, stating the reasons of

their adherence, should be sent to the House of Assemblv
;

whereupon the following was accordingly drawn up at the -table,

read, and ordered to be transcribed, viz :

Gentlemen

:

The Council adhere to their amendments proposed to the bill

for amending the laws for establishing fees, and of course reject

your additional amendments, and are extremely sorry they find

themselves constrained so to do. The reasons inducing the

Council to adhere to their amendments, among many others that’

might be advanced, are, that they conceive, whenever it is

thought necessary by the Legislature to increase officers’ fees,

that it ought to be general and not partial, which, they appre-

hend, would be the case were they to recede from their amend-
ments proposed and give a passage to the bill. The Council are

fully convinced of the necessity of such a bill, and therefore

would willingly give up any matter, rather than that it should
be lost, that was consistent with their idea of justice. But they
humbly conceive it would argue partiality in them, at the same
time they are providing for other officers of less consequence not

to provide for the officers filling the several Courts of Common
Pleas and Orphans’ Courts in this State, when, in their opinion,

those officers are as necessary, and those courts rather of more
consequence than any others in the State. We could wish your

64
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5o6 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

honorable House would reconsider the amendments proposed,
and if the same idea should impress your minds that does theirs

upon this subject, they make no doubt but you will readily accede
to their amendments.

Signed by order of the Council,

JOHN Speaker.

Wilmington, December 25, 1779.

Ordered, That Mr. Collins return the foregoing bill and its

amendments to the House of Assembly, with the foregoing mes-
sage.

Mr. Collins, being returned, reported the delivery of the above
papers according to order. \

Ordered, That Mr. Polk deliver to the House of Assembly the

bill for the more easy and speedy recovery of small debts.

Mr. Polk reported the delivery thereof according to order.-

Mr. Adams, a member of Assembly, was admitted and re-*

turned the bill for prohibiting the exportation of provisions from
this State, as proposed by the House of Assembly and rejected

by the Council, with the bill offered by the Council in lieu thereof

and a paper of amendments proposed by the House of Assembly
to the last mentioned bill

;
which amendments were read and

agreed to.

Ordered, That the said bills and their amendments be sent to

the House of Assembly by Mr. Polk.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according

to order.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the bill to prohibit the exportation of provisions from
this State, in order to be engrossed.

Ordered to be engrossed.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett wait on the House of Assembly
with the message from the Council, by way of answer to the an-

swer of the House of Assembly of the 30th of October last.
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Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair, at eleven o’clock this evening, a resolution of

that House noticing the Council of their intention to adjourn this

evening, aocompanied with the following verbal message, viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen

:

“The House of Assembly have maturely considered your mes-
“ sage respecting the amendments proposed to the bill to amend
“the laws of this State for establishing the salaries and fees of

“the civil officers, and cannot accede to the said amendments;
“but this House, convinced of the necessity of such a law, are
“ willing to enact the same as it now stands, and request to know
“ the opinion of your honorable House on the said bill in its pre*-
“ ent form.

“Wilmington, December 25, 1779.”
*

On motion, by order, the resolution for the adjournment to

Lewes-town was read the first time.

The bill to prohibit the exportation of provisions from thi^‘

State, &c., being engrossed, was read and compared, and or-

dered to be sent, by Mr. Bassett, to the House of Assembly, in

order to be signed by the Speaker thereof.

Mr. Bassett reported the delivery thereof according to order.

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly for the adjournment
to Lewes-town was read the second time.

Ordered, That Mr. Bassett deliver to the House of Assembly
the bill for amending the laws for establishing fees, and its amend-
ments, with the following verbal message, viz :

Gentlemen

:

The Council have given you their reasons for not receding
from their proposed amendments to the bill for amending the

laws for establishing fees, which they think are cogent; and while

they continue of that opinion, you may rely they never will pass

the bill on your terms.

Wilmington, December 25, 1779.
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5o8 xMINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

Mr. Bassett, being returned, reported the delivery of the papers
committed to him according to order.

Adjourned till Monday morning at lo o’clock.

Monday, A. M., December 27th, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Pat-

terson.

^

Mr. John Clark, a member of Assembly, was admitted and
delivered to the Chair the bill for introducing economv in pur-

chasing supplies for the Army of the United States, with a pijper

of amendments proposed thereto.

The same member also delivered a resolution of that Housg for

affixing the Great Seal of this State to seven laws, passed Decem-
ber, 1779, with the laws therein mentioned.

The Council took into consideration the act of Congress of the

nineteenth of November, 1779, respecting a general limitation of

prices, and thereupon came to the following resolutions founded
thereon, viz :

Whereas by an act of Congress of the nineteenth day of

November it is, among other tilings, declared that such States

as have neglecteil to pass laws for the limitation of prices reduc-

ing the several matters and things therein mentioned to a sum
not exceeding twenty fold of the prices current through the vari-

ous seasons of the year 1774, in order that such State who may
neglect or refuse should respectively be charged in the public

accounts with the aggregate amount of the difference of prices

paid from and after the said first day of February, 1780, in such
States and those in which such laws should have been enacted

;

thereupon

Resolved, That the said act of Congress above mentioned is

considered, by the Legislature of this State, to be an infringe-

ment on the rights and liberties of the people, and inconsistent

with the freedom and independency thereof.
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Resolved also, That the Delegates be instructed by the General
Assembly to endeavor as soon as possible to procure a repeal of
the said act of Congress, and that their instructions be as follows,

to wit

:

Gentlemen

:

The Legislature of this State humbly conceive the act of Con-
gress, passed the nineteenth day of November, respecting the

charging any State with the aggregate amount of the difference

of prices over and above twenty fold from and after the first day
of February, 1780, to be an infringement on the rights of the peo-
ple, and inconsistent with the freedom and independence thereof

;

therefore you are hereby requested to endeavor to procure a re-

peal of that part of the said act of Congress as soon as possible.

Ordered, That the above resolutions be transcribed • and sen^

for concurrence to the House of Assembly, together with the

above recited act of Congress of the 19th November, and^he
letter from the President of Congress to the President of this

State, by Mr. Cantwell.

Mr. Young, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered a resolution of that House for the appointment of a com- *

mittee of conference on the subject matter of the amendments*
proposed by the Council and House of Assembly to the bill for

amending the laws for establishing fees
;
which, by order, was

read, concurred in, and follows in tnese words, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, A. M., December 27, 1779.

“On motion,

'^Resolved, That it be proposed to the Council to appoint a

“committee of their body to confer with a committee of this

“House on the subject matter of the 2d, 6th, 7th, loth, 12th,
“ 13th, 15th and 1 6th amendments, proposed by the Council to

“the bill for amending the laws for establishing the salaries and
“fees to the civil officers, &c., and also the subsequent paper of

“amendments proposed by this House to the said bill. The
“ committee chosen on the part of this House are Messrs. Bryan,
“ Peery and Waples.

“ Extract from the minutes.

‘JAS. BOOTH, Cr k of Assemblyr
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And thereupon the Council have nominated, on their part,

Messrs. Bassett, Hyatt, and Collins a committee to confer with

the said committee of the House of Assembly on the subject

matter of the amendments above mentioned.

Ordered, That the foregoing resolution, with the concurrence
and aj)pointment of the Council thereto, be returned to the House
of Assembly by Mr. Hyatt.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Mr. Duff, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the report of the committee for adjusting the State

Treasurer’s accounts, with the said accounts and vouchers, for

concurrence.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Patterson appeared in the Council.

On motion, by order.

The resolution for affixing the Great Seal to seven laws passed

this session was read the first time.

By special order, the foregoing resolution was read the second

time, concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Sunday, December 26, 1779.'

“ On motion.

Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

“ the Great Seal of this State to the following laws, to wit

:

I. “An act to prevent forestalling and engrossing, and for

other purposes therein mentioned ;’’
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2. “An act for the appointment of Trustees of the General
Loan Offices in the respective Counties of this State

3. “A supplement to the act entitled ‘An act for the establish-

ing a Militia within this State
“

4. “An act for raising one million three hundred and sixty

thousand dollars in the Delaware State between the first day of

February and the first day of October in the year one thousand
seven hundred and eighty, and for other purposes therein men-
tioned

5. “An act for the amendment of an act entitled ‘A supple-

mentary act to the act entitled ‘An act for the more effectual

ascertaining and fixing the limits of the several Counties within

this Government, and for removing some inconveniences that

may arise by the late establishment of the boundaries and divis-^

ional lines between the same and Maryland “

6. “A supplement to an act entitled ‘An act for the more easy
and speedy recovery of small debts

“

7. “An act to prohibit the exportation of provisions from this

State beyond the seas for a limited time.”

On motion,

Ordered, That the foregoing resolution and the laws therein

mentionetl be respectively signed by the Speaker of the Council

;

which was accordingly done, and the same were ordered to be re-

turned by Mr. Polk to the House of Assembly.

On motion, by order.

The report of the committee appointed to adjust the State
Treasurer’s accounts was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read a second time and agreed
to.

Ordered, That the same be returned to the House of Assembly
by Mr. Polk, together with the public accounts and vouchers.

The committee appointed by Council to confer with a com-

“ Extract from the minutes.

“ Sent for concurrence.

JAS. BOOTH,
Cl'k of Assembly. ’

’
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niittee of the House of Assembly on the subject matter of the

amendments proposed by the Council to the bill for amending the

laws for establishing fees, and the subsequent amendments pro-

posed by the House of Assembly to the same bill, now delivered

their report at the table
;
which, by order, was read the first time.

By special order the same was read a second time.

Messrs. Polk and Cantwell now reported the delivery of the

several papers respectively committed to them according to

order.

On motion, by order,

The Council took into consideration the amendment proposed
by the House of Assembly to the bill for introducing economy in

the purchasing sujjplies for the army, and the same being consid-'

ered and debated were rejected by the Council.
^

Ordered, That the said bill and amendments be returned, by
Mr. Polk, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Vandyke, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the bill for amending the laws for establishing-

fees, &c., with the report of the committee of conference and the

amendments proposed thereto by the House of Assembly.

On motion, by order, the said amendments were read the first

time.

By special order, the same were read the second time, con-

sidered and rejected by the Council.

Ordered, That the foregoing bill and report, with the amend-
ments proposed thereto by the House of Assembly and rejected

by the Council, be returned to that House by Mr. Polk.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery of the several pa-
pers committed to him according to order.

The Council now put in nomination persons to be balloted for

as a Privy Councillor, when several persons were named for that

office, and their names taken down for consideration, to be bal-

loted for to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at lo o’clock.
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Tuesday, A. M., December 28th, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Houston, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly empow-
ering the President to take measures for the more speecly supply-

ing the army.

On motion, by order, the foregoing resolution was read the

first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time, and t
an

amendment was proposed and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said resolution and proposed amendment
be sent, for concurrence, to the House of Assembly by Mr. Pat-

terson.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

The Council, agreeable to the order of the day, proceeded to

ballot for a Privy Councillor, and the box containing the ballots

being examined, it appeared that Tames Raymond, of Kent
County, Esq., was declared to be duly elected.

Mr. Stidham, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the ('hair a bill for amending the laws for establishing

fees, and the amendments proposed thereto; the report of the

committee of conference, and the amendments proposed thereto

by the House of Assembly, and rejected by the Council, receded
from by that House, with a paper of further amendments proposed
to the same report by the House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the resolution

empowering the President to take measures for the more speedy
supplying the army, with the amendments proposed thereto by
the Council acceded to by the House of Assembly and made
therein.

The Council took into consideration the further amendments

65
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proposed by the House of Assembly to the report of the com-
mittee of conference, and after some time spent therein agreed

to all the aforesaid amendments except the amendment for allow-

ing a salary of one thousand pounds to the Attorney General.

Ordered, That Mr. Patterson wait on the House of Assembly
with the bill for amending the laws for establishing fees, and the

foregoing report of the committee of conference and the amend-
ments proposed to each respectively.

Mr. Patterson reported the delivery of the above papers accord- *

ing to order.

On motion, by order.

The resolution empowering the President to take measures for ^
the more speedy supplying the army was read, as amended, and '

concurred in, and is as follows, viz
: ^

“ In THE House OF Assembly,
,

“Monday, P. M., December 27, 1779.^’

“On motion,

''Resolved, That the President or Commander-in-Chief of this

“ State be and hereby is empowered, in the recess of the General
‘

‘ Assembly, to take such measures, on application of Congress,
“ the Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army, or the Com-
“ missary or Quartermaster General of the said Army, for imme-
“ diately supplying provisions or forage for the use of the same,

“and issue such orders to all and every person within this State

“concerned in the purchasing supplies for the said army, for the

“ purpose of procuring and forwarding the same, as the exigency
“of the case may require

;
and in case the said purchaser, or any

“of them, refuse or neglect to obey and execute such orders, the
“ President is hereby also empowered to suspend such officer and
“appoint another in his place.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. Cl' k of Assembly,"

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return the foregoing resolution, with

the concurrence of the Council thereto, to the House of As-
sembly.
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Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereof accord-

ing to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, December 29th, 1779.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs. Polk
and Conwell.

Mr. John Clark, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair the engrossed bill for amending the laws lor

establishing the salaries and fees of the civil officers of this State,

signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly, together with

the original bill and its amendments, in order that the same may
be compared and signed by the Speaker of the Council, \Yith a

resolution for affixing the Great Seal of this State to the said bill.

The same member also delivered a resolution for raising the

officers of the Delaware Regiment in rotation, &c.

The same member also delivered a resolution allowing each
officer of the said regiment a hat.

The same member also delivered a resolution empowering the

Speakers of both Houses to draw for ten thousand pounds in

favor of the Clothier-General.

On motion, by order,

The bill for amending the laws for establishing the salaries and
fees of the civil officers of this State, &c., was read, compared
and ordered to be signed by the Speaker of the Council

;
which

was accordingly done
;
whereupon Mr. Bassett entered the fol-

lowing protest against the said bill, viz :

Whereas the bill entitled “An act for the amendment of the

laws for establishing the salaries and allowances to the President,

Justices of the Supreme Court and Justices of the Courts of

Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court of this State, and the fees
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of the other civil officers thereinafter mentioned, and the allow-

ances to jurors and witnesses,” has been engrossed and signed
by the Speaker of the House of Assembly and sent to the Coun-
cil, in order to be signed by the Speaker of the same, with a

clause therein contained not warranted by any amendment or

proposition agreed to by the General Assembly, which proceed-
ings I conceive to be illegal and unjustifiable, I do therefore

hereby protest against the same, and pray that this protest may
be entered on the minutes of the Council.

RICHARD BASSETT.

On motion, by order.

The resolution for affixing the Great Seal to the foregoing last

mentioned bill was read, concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

” In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., December 29, 1779*

“On motion,

''Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix
‘

‘ the Great Seal of this State to the following law, to wit :

“ ‘An act for the amendment of the laws for establishing the

“salaries and allowances to the President, justices of the Su-
“ preme Court and Justices of the Courts of Common Pleas and
“Orphans’ Courts of this State, and the fees of the other civil

“officers hereinafter mentioned, and the allowances to jurors and
‘

‘ witnesses.
’

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
‘

‘ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly. ’
’

On motion, by order.

The resolution for raising the officers in the Delaware Re^-
ment in rotation was read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz:

“In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P, M., December 28, 1779.

“On motion,

"Resolved, That the officers of the Delaware Regiment in the
“ Continental Army be raised, in rotation, so as to fill up the
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“vacancies occasioned by the resig^nation of Lieutenant Colonel
“ Charles Pope, who has resigned his office therein

; and that the
“ President and Commander-in-Chief be requested to transmit a

“copy of this resolution to the Board of War.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Cr k of Assemblyr

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly for allowing each
officer in the Delaware Regiment a hat, was read, concurred in,

and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., December 28, 1779.^

“ On motion,
^

^"Resolved, That each commissioned officer in the Delaware
“ Regiment be allowed a hat, in addition to the clothing hereto-
‘

‘ fore allowed them by the General Assembly, which the Clothier-
“ General is hereby directed to furnish.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Crk of Assemblyr
On motion, by order,

The resolution of the House of Assembly empowering the

Speakers of both Houses to draw an order for ten thousand
pounds in favor of the Clothier-General was read the first time.

Then the following accounts, brought in for the expenses of
the Council, incurred at their present meeting for services ren-

dered the State, were allowed, viz :

To the Honorable John Clowes, Esq., Speaker, for

his traveling charges, &c., f 107 o o
To William Polk, Esq., for ditto, . 75 10 o
To William Coiiwell, Esq., for ditto, 96 o o
To John Baning, Esq., for ditto, 45 o o
To Richard Cantwell, Esq., for ditto, 22 2 6

Carriedforward, f 345 126
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Broiight over, £ 345 126
To Mrs, Huggins, for boarding Messrs. Collins and

Hyatt, including traveling charges, 524 13 9
To Mr. John Lea, for boarding Mr. Bassett, includ-

ing traveling charges, 185 26
To Miss Alice Bennett, for boarding the Honorable

John Clowes, William Conwell, William Polk,

and Benjamin Vining, Esquires, 980 o o

To Mr. Israel Brown, for liquors, &c., 197 10 o

To Mr. Henry Kitchen, for keeping several of the

members’ horses, 405 o o
To Mr. Benjamin Vining, Clerk of the Council, . . 41 1 50
To Mr. John Thelwell, Sergeant-at-Arms, .... 165 5 o
To Mr. John McGonogle, barber, . 75 o o

r

^ 3289 8 9

On motion, by order,

The resolution for the adjournment of the General Assembly
to Lewes-town, in Sussex County, was read a third time and con-

curred in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly, December 25, 1779.

“On motion,

Resolved, That the General Assembly of this State will meet
“at the Town of Lewes, in the County of Sussex, on the day to

“which the present se.ssions may be adjourned, there to sit and
“ transact the public business.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly'^

Then the Council adjourned until the 22d day of May next,

to meet at the Town of Lewes, in the County of Sussex.
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL.

MARCH, 1780.





VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

CALLED SESSION, MARCH, 1780.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Lewes, in the

County of Sussex, by a special order of the President, on- Tues-
day, the 28th day of March, in the year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and eighty, a quorum of the member5,*to
form an House not attending, the Council adjourned from day to •

day until Monday, the 3d day of April, 1780.

Monday, April 3, 1780.

The Council met. The following members attended, viz :

For New Castle County—Peter Hyatt.

For Kent County—Thomas Collins, John Baning, Richard
Bassett.

For Sussex Cowity—The Honorable John Clowes, William
Conwell, William Polk.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

66
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Tuesday, April 4th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members.

The writs for convening the General Assembly at the Town of

Lewes not being laid before the Council, the House adjourned
from day to day until Friday, the 7th instant.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Tuesday.

The S
'

’ livered the writs for summoning the

were laid before the Council and read
;
and thereupon the

,

Speaker laid upon the table a message from his Excellency, the

President, of the 31st March last, which had been delivered to

him by Mr. Stidham, a members of Assembly, on the 6th instant;

and also a letter from the President of Congress to the President

of this State, inclosing a Proclamation of Congress for setting

apart Wednesday, the 26th instant, as a day of fasting, humilia--

tion and prayer, with a resolution of the House of Assembly, for

that purpose, founded thereon, which had been delivered to him
by Mr. Bryan, a member of Assembly, on the 4th instant.

On motion, by order,

The President’s message, and its inclosures, were severally

read, and the said message is as follows, viz :

Gentlemen of the General Assembly

:

“A circular letter of the twentv-sixth of Februar)r last, which
“ I have received from the Presiclent of Congress, with an act of

“that honorable body of the twenty-fifth of the same month,
“calling upon the several States to procure their respective

“quotas of supplies for the ensuing campaign, have, from the

“importance of the subject, determined me, with advice of the

Friday, April 7th, 1780.

General Clerk of the Council, which by him
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“Privy Council, to convene you before the time to which you
“adjourned; both because a speedy compliance with that act,

“and vigorous exertions in carrying the same into execution,

“appear to be equally obvious and essentially necessary. I have
“therefore directed the Secretary to lay these papers before your
“ Honors for your immediate consideration

;
and also to lay be-

“fore you two acts of Congress of the thirteenth and fourteenth
“ of January last, the former containing regulations to be adopted
“relating to prisoners of war, whether taken by the Continental

“troops or captured by the arms of any particular State, either
“ by sea or land, in order to obviate many difficulties occurred
“for want of these general regulations

;
the other recommending

“to the Legislature of each of the United States to make pro-
“ vision, where the same is not already done, for conferring like

“immunities on the subjects of his most Christian Majesty as are

“granted to the subjects of these States by divers articles in1:he

“treaty of amity and commerce; and likewise a recommendation
“to the several States to set apart Wednesday, the twentj^-sixth
“ of April next, as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer.

“I must also entreat the attention of your Honors to an act

“of Congress, of the eighteenth instant, calling on the several
“ States to bring in the Continental Currency, by monthly taxes,

“or otherwise, as may best suit their respective circumstances,
*

“ and making provision for other bills to be issued in lieu thereof,,

“under certain restrictions, accompanied by a circular letter, ad-
“ dressed from the President of Congress, on that subject, both
“which the Secretary will lay before you for your perusal and
“consideration, together with an act of Congress, of the twen-
“ tieth instant, recommending the revision of such laws as have
“ been passed making the said currency a tender in discharge of

“debts and contracts. As the two last mentioned acts are of the
“ first importance to the inhabitants of America, I have no doubt
“ but they will meet your most serious attention.

“ Dover, March 31, 1780. C^SAR RODNEY.”

On motion, by order.

The resolution appointing Wednesday, the 26th instant, to be
observed as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer, was read
the first time.
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By special order, the same was read a second time, concurred
in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., April 4, 1780.

“The committee to whom was referred the act of Congress
“recommending Wednesday, the twenty-sixth day of April in-

“ stant, to be set apart as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer,
“ reported the following resolution, to which the House agreed:

''Resolved, That Wednesday, the twenty-sixth day of April

“aforesaid, be set apart as a day of fasting, humiliation, and
“ prayer to Almighty God, for the purposes in the above-recited

“act of Congress expressed, and that his Excellency, the Presi-
“ dent, be requested to publish the same throughout this State,
“ by proclamation, on or before the fourteenth day of this instant?

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH, •

“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of AssemblyR.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return the foregoing resolution, with

the concurrence of the Council thereto, to the House of Assembly,
together with the letter and proclamation therein referred to and-

accompanying the same.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Mr. Bassett applied for leave of absence for a few days, which
was granted to him.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., April 8th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Bassett and Mr. Conwell.

Doctor Molleston, a member of Assembly, was admitted and
delivered to the Chair an act of Congress, of the 13th January
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last, relative to prisoners of war brought into this State, with a

bill, offered by the House of Assembly, founded thereon.

On motion, by order, the foregoing act of Congress, and the

bill founded thereon, were severally read the first time.

By special order, the foregoing bill for regulating prisoners of

war brought into this State, was read the second time and referred

to Messrs. Clowes, Polk and Hyatt, to report thereon on Monday
next.

Adjourned till Monday morning at 10 o’clock.

Monday, April 10, 1780^

The Council met.

Some of the members attending on a committee, the Council
adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., April nth, 1780.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs.

Bassett, Cantwell, and Patterson.

Mr. Duff, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair two receipts for public money paid into the Loan
Office of Sussex County by Levin Derrickson and Joseph Haz-
zard, commissioners appointed by an act of Assembly for the

recovery of public monies from the late Trustees of the Loan
Office in Sussex County, and others therein named, with a reso-

lution of the House of Assembly respecting the said receipts.

The same member also delivered a petition from divers inhab-
itants of Appoquinimink Hundred, in New Castle County, pray-
ing leave to bring in a bill for embanking the marsh and cripple
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on Morris's Branch, in the said hundred, together with the pro-

ceedings of the House of Assembly and a bill for that purpose
founded thereon.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of

the House of Assembly for the payment of ^353 : 7 ; 6 into the

State Treasury by Joseph Stidham, appointed, by a resolution

of the General Assembly at their last sitting, to make sale of the

guard house and wooden part of the magazine in the Borough of

Wilmington, with an account of the sales.

On motion, by order, the two foregoing receipts for public

money paid by Levin Derrickson and Joseph Hazzard, Esquires,

were severally read, and are as follows, viz :

“Received, November 4th, 1779, of Messrs. Levin Derrick-

“son and Joseph Hazzard, commissioners appointed by act of

“General Assembly, the sum of four thousand four hundred
“and forty-six pounds and nine pence three farthings, principal,

“and nine hundred and sixty-seven pounds and two pence three

“farthings, interest, due from the late Trustees of the General
“ Loan Office of Sussex County, according to the settlement of

“the public accounts in the year one thousand seven hundred
“ and seventy-four.

“/5413 : I 10/2. JOHN RODNEY, Trustee L, OT

“Received, April 6th, 1780, of Messrs. Levin Derrickson and
“Joseph Hazzard, commissioners appointed by act of Assembly
“of this State, the sum of four hundred eighty-eight pounds
“seventeen shillings and four pence, principal, and one hundred
“seventeen pounds and seven pence, interest, being a balance

“due from David Hall and Jacob Kollock, as settled by the
‘

‘ House of Assembly in the year one thousand seven hundred
‘

‘ and seventy-four.

“;£6o5 : 17 ; ii. DAVID HALL, Trustee L, OT

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly respecting the two
foregoing receipts was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read a second time, concurred
in, and is in these words, viz :
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“ In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, P. M., April 7, 1780.

^'‘Resolved, That the said two receipts be and are hereby de-

“dared to be full and sufficient acquittances and discharges as

“well to the aforesaid late Trustees of the Loan Office of the
“ County of Sussex, and to David Hall and Jacob Kollock afore-

“said, as to the said commissioners, Levin Derrickson andjo-
“seph Hazzard

;
and that the sum of one hundred pounds be

“ allowed to the said Levin Derrickson and Joseph Hazzard for

“their expenses and trouble in discharge of the duty enjoined

“them by the act of General Assembly aforesaid; which said

“sum shall be drawn for by the Speakers of both Houses on
“the State Treasurer.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH, ^

“Sent for concurrence. CVk of AssemblyR

On motion, by order,

The resolution for the payment of ;^353 ; 7 ; 6 into the State

Treasury by Joseph Stidham, Esq., was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read a second time, and sundry 1 -

amendments were proposed and agreed to.

Orderedy That Mr. Conwell return the foregoing resolution

and proposed amendments to the House of Assembly for concur-
rence, together with the two foregoing receipts for public monies
paid by Messrs. Levin Derrickson and Joseph Hazzard, and the

|

resolution of the House of Assembly founded thereon, concurred
j

in by the Council.
j

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-
1

cording to order.
|

On motion, by order,

The petition from divers inhabitants of Appoquinimink Hun- !

dred, praying leave to bring in a bill for embanking the marsh
|

and cripple on Morris’s Branch, &c., the proceedings of the
j

House of Assembly, and the bill founded on the said petition, '

j

were severally read the first time.
'

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. ^
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Bryan, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a circular letter from the President of Congress
to the President of this State, inclosing an act of Congress, of the

14th January last, recommending to the Legislatures of the sev-

eral United States to make provision for conferring like privileges

and immunities on his most Christian Majesty as are granted to

the subjects of these States by divers articles of the treaty of

amity and commerce, with a bill proposed for that purpose

;

which was read the first time.

The committee to whom the bill for regulating prisoners of

war was referred, now reported sundry amendments to the same;
w-liich, by Order, were read, agreed to and ordered to be trans-

cribed.

Ordered, That the foregoing bill and transcribed amendments
be sent to the House of Assembly, by Mr. Polk, for concurrence.

On motion, by order,

The bill for embanking the marsh and cripple on Morris’s

Branch was read the second time and referred to Messrs. Hyatt
and Polk, to report thereon.

On motion of Mr. Collins for leave of absence during the

present sitting, the same was granted to him.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., April 12th, 1780,

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Collins.

Mr. Patterson now appeared in the Council, and, in his place,

made his excuse for non-attendnee
;
which, being admitted, he

took his seat.
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The committee to whom the bill for embanking the marsh and
cripple on Morris’s Branch, &c., was referred, now reported sun-

dry amendments to the same; which, by order, were read, agreed
to and ordered to be transcribed.

Mr. Polk now reported the delivery of the papers committed
to his charge, according to order of yesterday.

On motion, by order.

The bill for conferring certain privileges and immunities on the

subjects of his most Christian Majesty, the King of France, was
read the second time.

By special order, the same was read a third time by paragraphs
and passed the Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the foregoing bill, as agreed to by the Council, and the cir-

cular letter and act of Congress relative thereto
;
and also return

to that House the bill for embanking the marsh and cripple on
Morris’s Branch, &c., and the transcribed amendments thereto,

with the petition and proceedings of the House of Assembly ac-

companying the same.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., April 13, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Stidham, a member of Assembly, was admitted and pre-

sented to the Chair two petitions from the owners and possessors

of the marsh on Red Lyon Creek, in New Castle County, with a

resolution of the House of Assembly founded on the said peti-

tions.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the petitions of the owners and posses-

sors of the marsh and cripple on Red Lyon Creek, &c., and the

resolution of the House of Assembly founded thereon, were sev-

erally read the first time.

By special order, the said resolution was read a second time,

concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., April ii, 1780.
'

“The House took into consideration the two petitions from
“ the owners and possessors of the Red Lyon Marshes respecting

“the banks of the same, and after some time spent thereon,

'‘^Resolved, That Robert Bryan and Thomas Duff, Esquires,

“and Mr. Morton Morton be and are hereby appointed to go.‘
“upon the premises -and view the same, and report to the
‘

‘ General Assembly the situation and circumstances of the said

“marshes and banks, with their opinion thereon, after having
“ first given public notice of the time of meeting, in order that

“the parties concerned may appear and offer any objections they
“ have against the petitions aforesaid.

“ Extract from tlie minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

R

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return the foregoing petitions and
resolution to the flouse of Assembly, concurred in by the Coun-
cil.

Mr. Baning, being returned, reported the delivery of the papers
committed to him, according to order.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the Clothier-General’s accounts and vouchers,

with the report of the committee thereon, and the resolutions of

the House of Assembly founded on the same report.
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On motion, by order, the foregoing report of the Committee
of Accounts, and the resolutions founded thereon, were severally

read the first time.

Mr. Houston, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the bill for regulating prisoners of war, with the
amendments proposed thereto by the Council agreed to in the

whole by the House of Assembly, except as to the last amend-
ment, to which they have proposed an addition.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Friday, A. M., April 14th,, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion, by order.

The resolutions of the House of Assembly on the report of the

Committee of Accounts, were read a second time, concurred in,» -

and are as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., April ii, 1780.

“ The report of the Committee of Accounts was, by order, read
j

“the second time, and thereupon
j

'‘'‘Resolved, That the several accounts of George Craghead,
!

“Esq., Clothier-General, both for the expenditure of cash for

“the service of the regiment and his expenses in conveying
“clothing to camp, with the vouchers, be referred for adjustment
“ to the Auditor of Accounts. j

‘
‘ That one hundred and two pounds sixteen shillings and three

“pence be allowed to Lieutenant William McKennan, to defray
|

“his expenses in conveying clothing for the regiment of this i

‘
‘ State to camp.

j

“That one hundred and ninety-two pounds five shillings be ‘

‘

‘ paid to Lieutenant Edward Roche, for ' issuing eight ' months
;

I
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“supplies, allowed by the General Assembly to the officers of
“ the aforesaid regiment.

“ That eight hundred and ten pounds be paid to James Adams,
“printer, for printing the laws passed at the last sitting of the
“ General Assembly, which were ordered to the press.

‘
‘ That the Speakers of both Houses draw for the several sums

“aforesaid on the State Treasurer.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly.'^

The Council took into consideration the additional amendment
proposed by the House of Assembly to the amendment proposed
by the Council to the bill for regulating prisoners of war, and
agreed thereto.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk wait on the House of Assembly wifh
the Clothier-General’s accounts and vouchers, the report of the

Committee of Accounts thereon, and the resolutions founded oji

the said report concurred in by the Council, together with the

bill for regulating prisoners of war and the Council’s amendments
thereto, with the additional amendment proposed thereto by the

House of Assembly acceded to by the Council.

Mr. Polk reported the delivery of the above papers according
to order.

Mr. Cook, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair an act of Congress, of the 25th February last,

respecting supplies, with a bill for furnishing this State’s quota of
supplies for the ensuing campaign founded thereon.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The Council took into consideration the act of Congress calling

upon the several States for their respective quotas of supplies for

the ensuing campaign, and the bill founded thereon, and there-

upon resolved themselves into a committee of the whole to con-

sider the same.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Patterson took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

Mr. Chairman reported from the committee that they had
proposed divers amendments to the said bill, which were read,

considered and agreed to by the Council. ,

Ordered^ That Mr. Conwell return the said act of Congress
and the foregoing bill to the House of Assembly, with the paper
of amendments proposed thereto by the Council, for their concur-
rence.

*

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a petition from divers inhabitants of New Castle

County in favor of Negro Peter, slave of Joshua North, of said

county, and forfeited to this State, under the laws thereof, and
sold by the Commissioners for Forfeited Estates, praying a re-

mission of part of the sum for which he sold, with a resolution

of the House of Assembly founded thereon, and also the follow-

ing resolution or notification respecting an adjournment, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly of the Delaware State,

“Friday, the 14th April, 1780.

“ On motion.

Resolved, That this House will adjourn to-morrow eve to
‘

‘ some future day.

“ Extract from the minutes.
‘

‘ Sent to the Council for their information.

“JAS. BOOTH, CVkofAssembly:'

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
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Saturday, A. M., April 15th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Conwell now reported the delivery of the papers committed
to him, according to order of yesterday.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the report of the committee of the House of Assem-
bly on the petition of William Powders; and also a resolution for

prohibiting any member of the General Assembly from holding
any office or appointment connected with army or navy contracts.

On motion, by order, the foregoing resolution was read the

first time. •

By special order, the same was read the second time, and an
amendment was proposed and agreed to.

On motion, tby order.

The petition in favor of Negro Peter, and the resolution of the

House of Assembly founded thereon, were severally read the first

time.

By special order, the said resolution was read a second time,

concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,
“ T'riday, P. M., 14th April, 1780.

“The petition of divers inhabitants of New Castle County in

“behalf of a negro man, Peter, late the negro man slave of

“Joshua North, of said county, forfeited to this State under the
‘

‘ laws thereof, and lately sold by the commissioners, praying
“that the General Assembly of this State would remit part of
‘

‘ the sum for which the said negro man sold, so as to enable
“him to raise the other part and be thereby set at his liberty,

“was, by order, read a second time; and the House being well
‘

‘ informed that the purchaser of the said negro, Peter, was ac-

“ quainted with the contents of this petition and the application,
‘

‘ and was thereto agreed
;
thereupon
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Resolved unaniviously

^

That the sum of money or price for

“which the said negro man Peter sold at vendue as aforesaid be
“and hereby is remitted, and the said negro man Peter manu-
“mitted and discharged from bondage; on condition, neverthe-

“less, that legal security be given to indemnify the county or

“hundred from any cost, charge, or expense for the support or
“maintenance of the said negro man Peter, in such manner as

“the laws of this State direct.

“ Extract from the minutes. NICH’S VANDYKE.
“ Sent for concurrence. Per JAS. BOOTH, Cl'

Ordered, That Mr. Polk wait on the House of Assembly with
the foregoing petition and resolution, as concurred in by the

Council, together with the resolution for prohibiting the members
of the General Assembly from holding any office, &c., with the

paper of amendments proposed thereto by the Council.
*

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

On motion, by order.

The report of the committee on the petition of William Pow-
ders was read and allowed.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt return the same to the House of
Assembly.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Mr. Young, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the bill for furnishing this State’s quota of
supplies for the ensuing campaign, with the amendments pro-
posed thereto by the Council, in part disagreed to by the House
of Assembly, and an amendment proposed by that House to the
said amendments of the Council.

Mr. Collings, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair the resolution prohibiting the members of the
General Assembly from holding any office, &c., with the amend-
ment proposed thereto by the Council disagreed to by the House
of Assembly.
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The same member also delivered an account from George
Latimer, Esquire, of his expenses, as a commissioner from this

State, incurred in attending a convention in Philadelphia for as-

certaining a general limitation of prices, amounting to £ 338,-
11:0. Also two accounts of Doctor Charles Ridgely, for medi-
cine administered to sundry soldiers, amounting in the whole to

/4i3:5:o-

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

V
Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The Council took into consideration the several amendments
to the bill for furnishing this State’s quota of supplies, &c., and
receded from such of their amendments to the same as were dis-

agreed to by the House of Assembly, and agreed to the amend-
ment proposed by the House of Assembly to their amendments.

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return the said bill and amend-
ments to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Baning, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Mr. Ridgely, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair a petition from the officers of the Delaware
Regiment, the report of the committee of the House of Assembly
on the said petition, and a resolution of the House of Assembly
founded on the said report, with the report of the Joint Com-
mittee of Accounts of December 21, 1779.

On motion, by order.

The accounts of Messrs. Latimer and Ridgely were read and
allowed.

On motion, by order, the foregoing petition, report, and reso-

lution were, severally read the first time.
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By special order, the foregoing resolution of the House of
Assembly, founded on the report of the committee, was read a

second time, concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, 15th April, 1780.

“The House took into consideration the report of the com-
“mittee to whom was referred the remonstrance of the officers

“of the Delaware Regiment, and the petition of Major Nathaniel
“Mitchell and others, and thereupon agreed to the said report

“so far as the same respects the officers of the Delaware Regi-
“ment; and, on motion.

Resolved, That the President or Commander of the State be
“and hereby is empowered, from time to time during the pcess
“of the General Assembly, to draw his orders on the State Trea-
“ surer in favor of the Clothier-General of the State for §uch sum
“or sums of money as may be necessary to enable him to pro-

“cure and furnish the officers aforesaid with the supplies and
“clothing for the ensuing year, in the said resolutions enumer-
“ated.

“Extract from the minutes. NICH’S VANDYKE*.’
“ Sent for concurrence. Per JAS. BOOTH, CRk."'

On motion, by order,

The report of the Joint Committee of Accounts was read a

second time and agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return to the*House of Assembly
the foregoing petition of the officers of the Delaware Regiment,
the report of the committee thereon, and the resolution lounded
on the same report, concurred in by the Council, together with

the report of the Joint Committee of Accounts, and the accounts
of George Latimer and Charles Ridgely, Esquires, respectively

allowed by the Council.

Mr. Conwell, beings returned, reported the delivery of the fore-

going papers according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

68
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Sunday, A. M., April i6th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Hyatt.

Mr. Stidham, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a petition from Preston Berry, for the discharge

of his son from his enlistment into the Delaware Regiment, with

a resolution of the House of Assembly founded thereon.

On motion, by order, the foregoing petition and resolution

were severally read, and the said resolution was concurred in,

and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly, April 16, 1780.*

“The House resumed the consideration of the petition of

“Preston Berry, and thereupon

'^Resolved, That Charles Berry, the son of the said Preston
“ Berry, be and he is hereby discharged from his enlistment with

“the Delaware Regiment, in the service of the United States
‘

‘ of America, upon the payment to the recruiting officer of all

“charges which have been necessarily incurred by the said
“ Charles Berry since his said enlistment.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“Sent for concurfence. Cr k of AsseinblyR

Ordered^ That Mr. Bailing return to the House of Assembly
the foregoing petition and resolution concurred in by the Council.

Mr. Baning reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Mr. Adams, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly for

affixing the Great Seal of this State to the several bills therein

mentioned, together with the said bills therein referred to, and
several orders, respectively signed by the Speaker of the House
of Assembly, in order that the same may be compared and signed
by the Speaker of the Council.
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On motion, by order, the foregoing bills were severally read
and compared, and ordered to be signed by the Speaker of the

Council
;
which was accordingly done.

Ordered also that the Speaker sign the above mentioned order;

which was done accordingly.

On motion, by order.

The resolution for affixing the Great Seal of this State to the

foregoing bills was read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz:

“ In the House of Assembly, April 16, 1780.

“ On motion.

Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

“ the Great Seal of this State to the following laws, to wit
: ^

1. “An act for conferring certain privileges and immunitiesjon
the subjects of his most Christian Majesty, the King of France,
within this State

2.
‘ ‘An act for regulating prisoners of war brought into this

State;”

3. “An act for the more effectual draining and improving the^

marsh, cripple and low lands on Morris’s Branch, in Appoquini-
mink Hundred and County of New Castle, and for other purposes
therein mentioned

4. “An act for furnishing supplies within this State for the

Army of the United States for the ensuing campaign.”

“ Extract from the minutes.
^

JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

R

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return the foregoing resolution, with
the concurrence of the Council thereto, to the House of Assembly,
together with the bills and orders above mentioned, respectively

signed by the Speaker of the Council.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereof accord-
ing to order.

Then the Council took into consideration the accounts of their

expenses incurred at this present meeting, and the following ac-

counts were allowed, viz :
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To Sarah Shankland, for dieting the members of

Council,

To Mrs. Margaret Kollock, for boarding one of the

members of Council and their Clerk,

To Mr. John Wiltbank, for lodging Mr. Collins and
keeping his horse,

To the Rev. Matthew Wilson, for boarding two of

the members of Council, • • •

To John Marsh, for keeping Mr. Conwell’s horse, .

To Anderson Parker, keeping Mr. Bassett’s horse.

To Simon Edwards, Sergeant-at-Arms, &c., and for

paying Mrs. Jones for the rent of her room for

the Council,

To William Polk, Esq., for his traveling charges, .

To Thomas Collins, Esq., for ditto,

To John Baning, Esq., for ditto,

To Samuel Patterson, Esq., for ditto,

To Peter Hyatt, Esq., for ditto, •. . .

To Benjamin Vining, Esq., Clerk of the Council, .

£
u

1898 10 0

165 10 0 ^

262 I 0

327 5 o
136 o o

37 13 9

271
18

45
30
220

150

307

5 o
o o
o o

9 o

5 o
o o

17 6

*^4569 7 3

Ordered, That the Speaker draw an order on the State Trea-
surer in favor of Sarah Shankland for the sum of ;^i 8g8 : 10 : o

;

and also that he draw an order in favor of John Clowes, Esq., for

the sum of £1^0^ : 14 : 9, and separate orders for the remaining
sum of ^692 17:3.

Whereupon the said orders was immediately drawn and signed
by the Speaker of the Council.

Then the Council adjourned till the 30th day of September
next, to meet at the Town of Dover.

*This total, and the other figures given, are according to the record.

I
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

CALLED SESSION, JUNE, 1780.

t

At a meetinjy of the Council at the Town of Dover, in the

Countv of Kent, by a special order of the President, on Mon-
day, tne fifth day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand
seven hundred and eighty, a quorum of the members to compose
an House not attending, the Council adjourned from day to day
until Thursday, the 8th instant.

Thursday, June 8th, 1780,

The following members attended in the Council, viz :

For New Castle County—Samuel Patterson, Richard Cantwell,
Peter Hyatt.

For Kent County—Richard Bassett, John Baning.

For Sussex County—The Honorable John Clowes, William
Conwell.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
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Friday, A. M., June 9th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Mr. Collins.

Mr. Patterson laid on the table a remonstrance from the pilots

of Lewes-town, in the County of Sussex, praying that a law may
be enacted for the better regulation of pilots, with articles of

agreement entered into by the said pilots for that purpose.

On motion, by order, the foregoing remonstrance and agree-

ment were severally read the first time.

The Speaker laid upon the table a petition of John Sheldon
Dorman, praying an increase of toll for keeping the bridge ov^r
the Broadkill Creek, in Sussex County, in repair, &c.

On motion, by order, the foregoing petition was read the first

time.

Mr. John Clark, a member of Assembly, was admitted and
delivered to the Chair a message from his Excellency, the Pre-*

sident, to the General Assembly, of the 8th instant, inclosing tw6
letters from the President of Congress to the President of this

State, of the 24th and 29th May, 1780, together with three acts

of Congress of the 22d, 26th and 27th of the same month therein

referred to.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.
The Council met.

' On motion, by order, the President’s message, and the several

acts of Congress therein referred to, were read the first time, and
the said message is in these words, viz :

Gentlemen of the General Asse^nbly : T

“A circular letter, of the nineteenth of May last, which I have
“received from the President of Congress, with an act of that
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“honorable body of the same date, calling upon the several

“States, from New Hampshire to Virginia, inclusive, to furnish

“their quotas of ten millions’ dollars for immediate use, have,

“from the importance of the subject, determined me, with the

“advice of the Privy Council, to convene you at so early a day
“after your last sitting, both because the most speedy compli-

“ance with the act, and the most vigorous exertions in carrying

“the same into execution, appear to be equally obvious and
“essentially necessary. I have therefore directed the Secretary

“to lay these papers before your Honors for immediate consid>
‘

‘ eration.

“ Since issuing the writs for convening the General Assembly,'
“I have received a letter from the Committee of Cooperation, at

“Morris-town, of the 25th ultimo, with a copy of a letter from
“ the Commander-in-Chief of our Army, and other papers of the

“same date, which I have also directed the Secretary to lay be-
‘

‘ fore you
;
and am persuaded that the powerful naval and land

“force expected here from his most Christian Majesty, our good
“ally, to forward the operation of our arms, together with your
“ zeal and affection for the interest of your country, will lead you
“to every exertion in your power consistent with the situation
“ and circumstance of the people you represent. ^

“The Secretary will deliver you an act of Congress, of the 22d
“ ultimo, for laying an embargo within this State.

‘
‘ Gentlemen—I have this day received from the President of

‘
‘ Congress a letter of the twenty-ninth of May, with two acts of
“ that honorable body of the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh of

“the same month, the one recommending to the States where
“any debts are due to their inhabitants from the Quartermaster’s
“and Commissary’s Departments, by notes or certificates, to

“make provision for discharging the same; the other adopting
“measures to equip for sea the naval force of the United States,

“promoting harmony, and forwarding the common views of

“France and America; one other act of Congress of the first

“instant, making further provision respecting such supplies as
“ any State may furnish other than, or over and above, their quota
“of supplies required by the act of the twenty-fifth of February
‘

‘ last. These papers also the Secretary will lay before you for
'

“your consideration.

“ Dover, June 8, 1780.
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By special order, the foregoing message and its inclosures,

were read a second time and ordered to the House of Assembly.

On motion, by order.

The remonstrance of the pilots in Lewes-town, and the article

of agreement accompanying the same, were read a second time

and ordered to be sent to the House of Assembly for their con-

sideration.

On motion, by order.

The petition of John Sheldon Dorman was read a second time

and ordered to be sent to the House of Assembly for their con-

sideration.

Mr. Patterson is appointed to wait on the House of Assembly
with the several foregoing papers.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof accordiilg

to order.

Mr. William Clark, a member of Assembly, was admitted arid

delivered to the Chair a letter from George Craghead, Esquire,

Clothier-General of this State, of the 3d instant, respecting the

supplying the officers of the Delaware Regiment with money in

lieu of stores
;
which, by order, was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock.

’

Saturday, June loth, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Adjourned till Monday morning at 10 o’clock.
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Monday, P. M., June 12th, 1780.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Bas-

sett.

Mr. Polk now appeared in the Council, and made his excuse,

at his seat, for his non-attendnce at an earlier day in the sessions
;

which was admitted.

Mr. Vandyke, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair a bill for furnishing the Continental Treasury
with one hundred and thirty-two thousand eight hundred dollars,

by loan, on the credit of the State.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first tinie.

By special order, the same was read the second time and re-

ferred to Messrs. Patterson, Collins and Polk, to report thereon
forthwith.

The committee to whom the said bill was referred now reported

as their opinion that the same do pass. *

Whereupon the said bill was read a third time by paragraphs
and passed the Council.

Ordered, That the same be returned, by Mr. Conwell, to the

House of Assembly.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., June 13th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a bill for the supporting, maintaining and keep-
ing in good repair the causeway and bridge over Broadkill Creek,



""/

’"'',oE\'i jiis;i ‘jniil ,.M .*1 ,YA<i'4ol/i

,1^. <?rt^(Jmi?r4 5>Jj 1»« Jem fbfiuoD "jflT \

^.h1;if)b£in bnB ,Ibni/oD 3.dl <il bs>-JK5»q<|/5 .von dlrAl ,-iM

- t»tT’.>ii30!?8 ^>c»l ni x*5b laihftSf lui :'r; »»d *tcl ,JN'3S aid tii

C^-‘/ r'diiv

-5l> hnr iMmibii ^(fdni'^mA 'io VydiC 'm*: u **M

kiUv^rbfioO i?dj‘ ^_rnu.';unrd k>I Hsci i'? n^i^d'") oi bs.i -VfJ

^aiuilob bowmtii id^sjb.biiiiiduodij bm: b:r»bnutl ono du'f/

'lo jd1 no ,asyd yd

nT'nt 3/il 3W HIcf :kh h yd ,iiobom nO

but. sinlt U-.03S8 vd? bi:3‘i acvv- siw/d •t(h *i..,v!:i.o

itorpi o,t ,,)iiO'I ^lUiicO oi bo'ni?'^

nhivtiiiol

bei,rfv:.V|3i ^iui if3'i72)3i !lcd birc 9f4_ motbv o1 ^ir:r«miX> odT -.

ob jdl :i4;Iraoiiaiqo ibdi

:d-|irrp^a<isq \d amh bn/q !>£3T! e^.v fful bi«e tni;f noqrtjEOtiW

'jj'l l^E/T.q b:ti,

rnii oi Jb'A^noO ,iM yd D<i saa.3 ^Ji .i^d'f

., A lo

sf.ilb--o:m i#d.t b^)70C|>-» ' ,odW
,7 3bio 01

,d*iob.d'i f; ill VfOrioaj av- Jld *.»!jmuojbA

,tii£i £Miu[ ,.M .A iVnCifiuuT 1 '

.tj’

no i,‘’i^dr43ra sHi .A>rn fsamroD SiTI

virob bn.8 b3i'dmb« ^y!d^n^^^GA lo i-Kbaara n .a^fqi.V/ .tM

biui 'j^idnkirifBm sibiol did « -‘judD 3#il oi bill)

,;i397'J didbiiOiB 13V0 ^'jjJx'nd bnn Y.rfl tinqot bv»oi^ ni ^ni



548 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

in Sussex County, with the petition ofJohn S. Dorman, whereon
the said bill was founded.

The same member also delivered the remonstrance and articles

of agreement between the pilots at Lewes-town, with a bill for

regulating the pilots within this State employed in piloting ships

and other vessels through the Bay of Delaware.

On motion, by order,

The bill for supporting, maintaining and keeping in good re-

pair the causeway and bridge over the Broadkill, &c., was read

the first time.

By special order, the same was read a second time and re-

ferred to Messrs. Clowes, Collins and Polk, to report thereon
this afternoon. 1

On motion, by order, •

The bill for regulating the pilots within this State, &c,, was
read the first time.

By special order the same was read a second time and referred

to Messrs. Patterson, Conwell and Hyatt, to report thereon this

afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The committee to whom the bill for supporting and keeping in

good repair the causeway and bridge over the Broadkill Creek, in

Sussex County, was referred, now reported sundry amendments
to the same bill

;
which, by order, were read, agreed to, and or-

dered to be transcribed.

The committee to whom was referred the bill for regulating the

pilots within this State, employed in piloting ships and other ves-
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sels through the Bay of Delaware, now reported as their opinion

that the same do pass.

Whereupon the said bill was read a third time by paragraphs
and passed the Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk wait on the House of Assembly with

the first mentioned bill and the amendments prof)Osed thereto by
the Council, for their concurrence; and also the bill for regulating

the pilots within this State, &c., agreed to by the Council.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock.

\

Wednesday, A. M., June 14th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Polk now reported the delivery of the several papers com-
mitted to him according to the order of yesterday.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Latimer, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution empowering the Clothier-General
to furnish the officers of the Delaware Regiment with money in

lieu of stores.

The same member also delivered a resolution of the House of
Assembly for the sale of a quantity of steel, the property of the
State.

On motion, by order,
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The resolution empowering the Clothier-General to furnish the

officers of the Delaware Regiment with money in lieu of stores,

was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and con-
curred in, and is in these words, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, A. M., June 14, 1780.

‘
‘ It being represented to the House that the Regiment of this

“ State having marched to join the Southern army, the Clothier-
“ General finds it almost impracticable to transmit to the officers

“of the said regiment the stores allowed them by the General
“Assembly, and that from the delay and wastage which must
“be unavoidable in conveying such stores to the said regimenU
“during the present campaign, divers officers of the same have
“requested that the Clothier-General be empowered to furnish
“ the amount of such stores to the officers in money

;
therefore

'‘^Resolved, That George Craghead, Esq., Clothier-General 'of

“this State, pay unto Major John Patten, of the said regiment,

“the amount of the stores aforesaid, to be by the said John.
“Patten distributed to the officers of the said regiment in the

“proportion in which such stores are directed to be apportioned
“ by the General Assembly.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of AssemblyR

Ordered, That Mr. Bailing return the same to the House of

Assembly, concurreil in by the Council.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

On motion, by order.

The resolutions for the sale of a quantity of steel, the property
of this State, was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and con-

curred m, and is in these words, viz:
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“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, A. M., June 14, 1780.

“Whereas a considerable quantity of steel was heretofore

“purchased for the use of this State, a considerable part whereof
“ IS still on hand, part of which may be sold and the money aris-

“ in^ thereby applied for the use of the State
;
therefore

''Resolved, That the President of the State be requested and
“empowered to have so much of the said steel sold by public

“sale for the greatest and best price that can be got for the same,

“as he, in his opinion, may think can be spared.

"Resolved, That the money arising by such sale be by the
“ President paid into the hands of the State Treasurer, to be by
“him applied towards the sum of one hundred and thirty-two

“thousand eight hundred dollars, directed to be borrowed, » on
‘

‘ the credit of this State, by the act entitled ‘An act for furnish-

“ing the Continental Treasury with one hundred and thirty-two

“thousand eight hundred dollars, by loan, on the credit of this
‘

‘ State and that the President make return of such saje and
“payment to the General Assembly at their next meeting.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. ' CV k of Assembly

R

Ordered, That Mr. Cantwell return the foregoing resolutions,

with the concurrence of the Council thereto, to the House of As-
sembly.

Mr. Cantwell, being returned, reported the delivery thereof

according to order.

Mr. Davis, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a bill for the payment and discharge of divers

receipts, notes, or certilicates, in the hands of inhabitants of this

State, issued by Francis Wade, Esquire, Deputy Quartermaster-
General within this State.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.
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Thursday, A. M., June 15th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Collins.

On motion, by order,

The bill for the payment and discharge of divers receipts, notes

or certificates, issued by Francis Wade, Esq., &c., was read the

second time.

The same, by order, was read a third time by paragraphs, and
sundry amendments were proposed and agreecl to.

Ordered, That the said amendments be transcribed and sent,'

with the said bill, to the House of Assembly, for concurrence, by
Mr. Polk.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according

to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. John Clark, a member of Assembly, was admitted and
delivered to the Chair a return of deserters from the Delaware
Regiment, confined in the public goal of Kent County since

January ist, 1780, togetlu;r with a petition of Benjamin Crooks,
keeper of the said goal, relative thereto, and a resolution of the

House of Assembly, founded thereon, for the payment of one
hundred and fifty pounds to the said Benjamin Crooks.

On motion, by order, the foregoing petition and resolution

were read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 8 o’clock.
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Friday, A. M., June i6th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Mr. Collins.

Mr. Latimer, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the bill for furnishing

the Continental Treasury with 132,800 dollars, by loan, on the

credit of the State
;
the bill for the supporting, maintaining, &c.,

the bridge over Broadkill Creek, &c., with the amendments pro-

posed thereto by the Council agreed to by the House of Assem-
bly and made therein

;
and also the bill for regulating the pilots

within this State, &c., engrossed and respectively signed by tne

Speaker of the House of Assembly, together with the origjnals,

for comparison.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution of

the House of Assemblv for affixing the Great Seal to the same
bills.

4

On motion, by order.

The foregoing bills were severally read, compared and ordered
to be signed by the Speaker

;
which was accordingly done.

On motion, by order.

The resolution for affixing the Great Seal to the three law's,

W'as read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“On motion.

“In the House of Assembly,

“Friday, June i6th, 1780.

Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

“the Great Seal of the State to the following laws, to wit

:

1. “An act for the furnishing the Continental Treasury with
one hundred and thirty-two thousand eight hundred dollars, by
loan, on the credit of the State

2. “An act for the supporting, maintaining and keeping in

70
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good repair the bridge over the Broadkill Creek, in Sussex
County, and for other purposes therein mentioned

3. “An act for regulating the pilots within this State em-
ployed in piloting ships and other vessels through the Bay of

Delaware.”

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CVk of Assembly''

Ordered, That the foregoing bills, respectively compared and
signed by the Speaker of the Council, together with the resolu-

tion for affixing the Great Seal thereto, concurred in by the Coun-
cil, be returned to the House of Assembly by Mr. Conwell.

Mr. Conwell reported the delivery thereof according to order.^

On motion of Mr. Collins, for leave to bring in a bill for the

repealing an act of Assembly entitled
‘ ‘An act for the repairing

and keeping up the causeway adjoining the creek called the

Murderkill, in Kent County,” the same was granted
;
and there-

upon a bill for that purpose was laid on the table.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first time.

Mr. Peery, a member of the House of Assembly, was admit-
ted and delivered the bill for the payment and discharge of divers

receipts, notes, or certificates. See., with the amendments proposed
thereto by the Council acceded to by the House of Assembly, and
an additional amendment proposed to the first amendment by the

House of Assembly.

On motion, by order.

The said bill, with the amendments, was read, and the Council
acceded to the additional amendment of the House of Assembly
and proposed a further amendment to their own amendment

;

which was read, agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Cantwell return the foregoing bill, with its

several amendments, to the House of Assembly for their con-
sideration and concurrence.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the petition of Benj. Crooks, and the

resolution of the House of Assembly for the payment of one
hundred and fifty pounds to the said Benj. Crooks, were sever-

ally read the second time, and the said resolution was concurred
in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, P. M., June 14, i78(j>.

“The committee to whom was referred the petition of Benj.
“ Crooks, keeper of the public goal of Kent County, repdrt that

“they find due to the said Benj. Crooks one hundred and fifty

“pounds, for firewood furnished during the course of the last
‘

‘ winter to deserters from the Delaware Regiment in the service

“of the United States, who were confined in the said goal, and
“ that the same be paid out of the public money of this State and 1 .1

“charged to the United States
;
to which the House agreed. I

^'Resolved, That the Speakers of both Houses draw an order
“on the State Treasurer for the aforesaid one hundred and fifty
‘

‘ pounds in favor of the said Benjamin Crooks.

“ E.Ktract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of AssemblyR

Mr. Cantwell now reported the delivery of the several papers
given him in charge according to order.

|

Ordered^ That the account and petition of Benjamin Crooks, 1

and the resolution for the payment of ;^I50 to the said Benjamin
Crooks, be returned to the House of Assembly, concurred in by

|

the Council, by Mr. Polk.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

On motion, by order.
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I

The bill for the repealing an act entitled “An act for the repair-

ing and keeping up the causeway adjoining the creek called the

Murderkill, &c.,“ was read the second time.

The same was, by order, read a third time, by. paragraphs, and
passed the Council.

Ordered, That Mr, Collins deliver the foregoing bill to the

House of Assembly for their perusal and consideration.

Mr. Collins reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Mr. Adams, a member of Assembly, attending, was admitted
. and delivered to the Chair an act to prohibit the exportation of

j

. provisions from this State beyond the seas for a limited time.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first time.

* By special order, the same was read the second time and com-
mitted to Messrs. Collins, Polk and Patterson, to report thereoiT

! to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., June 17th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Waples, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,
* was admitted and delivered to the Chair a bill for the preservation

I
of buildings erected upon lands of the inhabitants of this State

t for the use of the United States, &c.

i

The committee to whom was referred the bill for prohibiting
i the exportation of provisions from this State, &c., now reported

I
an amendment thereto

;
which was read, agreed to, and ordered

to be transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Cantwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the bill last mentioned and the transcribed amendment.

Mr. Cantwell reported the delivery thereof according to order.



io jr:muo:'r i-.f k-ArUi'iu ^cl

5»H5 Tol iOJ: nA‘' J-jiJ HK 'f'l r

*»di h^Ui-r> "Aajio ^iU fiviz-i;*' -jflt qu tiiii;

Jbfuil tuu- >d: !>ij‘‘*t '\ oy>

iiiijC »i2jqf5;t3fJTi.q '{d h'lHU .'i'jb’iO
'•'

•->» *' - i>dl

.lijn j O Hi l - .^r.sq

3dt O'i !fi

j

i»v.*bb eciHo'T'^ .da iui'T -'“'O

'

_ ,

. ..npi.bfT>h.feiiOD bf4i; iAiai'TKViit.’ili- io* ’(^^^'***'^''’‘^'^' ‘,^''’'^4

.‘iiibio oi ^•rirbiO'rj't;lof?i‘’fd} 'fi'jt'/ir.di i-'yif byrtoq-ji :uy) .iM

bx^Tfotbt. '«i!w ,giHbn3lK 'iv a ,^:ruJ.''A .7l4

lo rfvipinoqK^ odi ftcfinovi oi t'j>li fu* ^ba'> tvrij c j
' <q b^u.

“
’

. .ytpb ,{>!>:! »fn j| »; lot c;4»;»«s-»iflj-bnoxuia yjii;d!cl .^idl ..<.<

flit! l>*m 8j[?w Uiu ‘Kfii jiobio xd ,nuiio«i’ nO

•rrijo -huH emd bao *®:v- s4j h.fm ajiv.' yib yU
tiof iadj nuqisj'i o) ,n:OcTi5iij£;H f:>/3fi iioH- ,fe.a4iJo'.d ,tiz-.y\A o:* b'ditf.i

;|aiii*!Ofn W(;i ioa,-oJ

* *d'>ob*o ls» wotv:uji-c| HI; b'>fniioy)/v
.

.oUtj’f s:ad^ j,i4 J\ ,YA-"' 'lU'i kid ,,

.vr.h'iy»c'r, 5
'€ /n S'i.rinj*iir) : : -iib .'JOifi ii'.H‘ii/o'^.-» jHT

,;^ofbrr97J*) ,xfdin"^;-;/.'A ; b i: aIA

noi}r-vit)h;. icj ^?til i“l UM ft 'iii.:fr") '>H) oi [>i> f >vtJ j)j tifiv/

'air,.iE iritii io ^.;nrj{diidni vdi "io ckk;;: egfiiUIud 'io

.:j,v6 b'TJtii'',l yib 'io f»HiJ •»di idl

tcii Hki iriv// ijoilv/ p.}

I r/i'ioq^ji v/un ,.r>,'f> atfi ‘ r»*(nl ^'Hoi^ivoiq ic> noil /;tioq>. :> 'iff! 1

h'ri'iflno bn,r/,oJ ,h;.3i env; (bkH.v
;

nr.'

A'''';
b .!:;*>* 'mft/lfj ii o3

yfdar?-‘cA io jib no Hrv* (lawintiD /iMJndl
^

j/r>/ffbn7frri: brxirf3«f/i/ri7 'jfiJ ixu. )<nd Ui<» ‘Jill ilkw

Tibio 01 '^nlb'103'Ht vTivibl» 'JtiJ b‘>hO<fJ1 \h'i/tii;0 .'iM



THE DELAWARE STATE, I 780. 557

On motion, by order,

The bill for the preservation of public buildings was read the

first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time, and or-

dered to lie over for consideration.

Mr. Latimer, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a petition from James
Tilton and Henry Latimer, surgeons in the army, for clothing,

together with a resolution of the House of Assembly for furnish-

ing clothing to the said James Tilton and Henry Latimer.

On motion, by order, the foregoing petition and resolution

were read the first time.
\

By special order, the same were read a second time, and the

said resolution concurred in, and is as follows, viz :
•

“ In the House of Assembly^

“Saturday, A. M., June 17, 1780.

“Whereas Congress, by their act of the 15th day of April
‘

‘ last, have resolved that any State which shall furnish the offi-

cers of the hospital and medical staff belonging to such State

“in the service of the United States with such articles of cloth-
“ ing as those officers are respectively entitled to by a resolution
“ of Congress of the 20th November, 1779, and make return

“thereof to the Clothier-General, shall have credit for such sup-
“ plies in their accounts with the United States; and whereas
“James Tilton and Henry Latimer, senior surgeons in the army
“of the United States, have prayed the General Assembly of this
“ State to be furnished with clothing as aforesaid

;
therefore

'‘^Resolved, That George Craghead, Esq., Clothier-General of
“this State, be authorized and directed to furnish the said James
“Tilton and Henry Latimer with such articles as by the said
“ resolution is directed, and make return thereof to the Clothier-
“ General of the Army, according to the said resolution, and also
“ to this State.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“Sent for concurrence.

JAS. BOOTH.
CV k of AsseinblyR
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Ordered^ That the foregoing petition and resolution, concurred
in by the Council, be returned by Mr. Polk to the House of As-
sembly.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according

to order.

The Council now took into consideration the bill for the pres-

ervation of public buildings, &c., and sundry amendments were
proposed, agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed and sent to

the House of Assembly, for their concurrence, by Mr. Baning.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and adjourned till Monday morning at 10

o’ clock.

Monday, A. M., June 19th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday,
and also Mr. Bassett.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, attending, was admitted
and delivered to the Chair the bill for the preservation of public

buildings, &c., with the amendments proposed thereto by the

Council in part agreed to and in part disagreed to by the House
of Assembly.

The same member also delivered the bill to prohibit the expor-
tation of provisions from this State, &c., with the amendments
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proposed thereto by the Council acceded to by the House of As-
sembly and made therein.

Mr. Waples, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a bill for procuring an
immediate supply of provisions within this State for the Army
of the United States, &c., accompanied with an act of Congress
of the ist instant, a letter from his Excellency, General Washing-
ton, to the Committee of Cooperation, of the 25th May, and two
letters from the said committee, to the President of the State, of

the 25th May and 2d June, 1780, on the subject of supplies.

The Council took into consideration the bill for the preserva-

tion of public buildings and its amendments, and thereupon they
receded from their first amendment, disagreed to by the House
of Assembly, and adhered to their last, also disagreed to by,that

House, and likewise proposed additional amendments to the said

bill, which were read, agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed

and sent, together with the said bill and the embargo bill, by Mr.
Conwell, to the House of Assembly, and also the following mes-
sage, viz :

*

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the bill for procuring an immediate
supply of provisions, &c,, together with the act of Congress
and letters accompanying the said bill, were severally read the

first time.

By special order, the same bill was read the second time and
ordered to lie over till to-morrow.

Mr. Conwell now reported the delivery of the several papers
committed to his charge according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 7 o’clock.

*This message is hot recorded.



J,?s '{‘‘i'M, oS'CJ ,3TATH HJ^AV/A.rw !Fa

«iA. 'to sgiioH i'nt?' \d ot :>jb va b^^qo'sq

. ,n»wii| bo;;

,Y'4f«i!^«35A lo ^?.i;oH 5>4i '>0'‘*:;*'K>>m a ,«'/>- a i.,V/ .*iM

.'j^nhiiX'* iq ‘iOi lliJ « ot ba»i ••*,•.; rttu?!A.c» c::;v,'

*{fjnX lel. EUU iibiiKv sTOiisivuiq 'JO ykjqrh

fcws^tjjjffoD lo i3 i: 1^/5 fUhf b»i«tq_.-iiODOB
,
.ot- b-^JirtU }<

-^d:r)«r.W *.//! 71j,?.::'> 1 r. -Jc i lu

owl l,i:aft »dj la >oiinocwD Iv ?/) :>»<J oi ,i:o^

>0 ;2>.h\iE rtdJ *ia 34.1 03 /."‘JiJ imi £1 •::„> hu*^'. ii«o4- =aot?n?

A'
'

.5K*iIqqiiki *^0 :hU ao

5>jii iol orfi o1if£ ;!i^O(.>.' ii'>p'-.’^o,3 ‘‘tI 1

bU7.; ,>'.|fT''..>fnbTlOtkU;£ -Jj S'/ftO E'\.v-.iH.'Uu

J

J 10 ooiJ

Ocxh/'i *^ii3
X*''

hs>3i^n<fib jio^^mbAiif^ntfj lisiii ‘rbffi <auit b:>h»upT

:} ,jfi,vd oj Ol t^ii:^ /^kUn^vc-c A to

t;55-ijVdi oi i;?aombns>fMB koori>''bu l>“>EO<piu 3eiv/*«-x?l

h:Hfh3«i*iB-il :^d oi d')iriv/ j:M

,'ib^t yd ,iiid o^”ix>doi!'.£ ojil b.^rs Oki f.t.u,# uih ib»'v/ •OA-iio'jj/)! j£t'>E L-i;:

yxi»vfOU<;> 5th oe,U h:ifi ,xtdfm)aeA to orjJO>‘ ,H‘-/v;mvJ

, .M .H
,
4:'ob‘o t b5rx?o^'[h

.M .5 ,HiO

.1 m It AnuoO oti r

:3jx--ib^'Tfu‘ni nr, '^nriuoo’U'i "lot Hid SjtIj jIxio yd ,{K.>i.^oii' »iO

Jr^*3T13^X<0'?‘ lo r':S !J(ll dll\/ »Et..0!4vo-iq 10 x‘'i;l^^2

»fil ho-rt vUniovey fiovz .!fM oth anb</ioqcyio-«3B cioJtil hxo;

. .‘.'xah Icriii

h;iB omh bfio:r>a bid r.^ riio orfj yH
v.'0*iii>;ivot bi? i3V''^ 61

xioq/iq otb 'to viov'fbb otil b^>*xoqt3i worijbwuo3;/.i4
,

/’^. .‘ij'bio Ov g.nibioyji,* iy^;-)idn ii.*d
'“'

J bj.JiifaoiC3

jfoob'o y wonom-01 lilt botnuoibA



S6o MINUTES OB THE COUNCIL OF

Tuesday, A. M., June 20th, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The Council now took into consideration the bill for procuring

an immediate supply of provisions, &c., and sundry amendments
to the same were proposed, read, agreed to, and ordered to be
transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Hyatt deliver the foregoing bill, and the

act of Congress and several letters accompanying the same, to-

gether with the transcribed amendments, to the House of Assem-
bly for their consideration and concurrence.

Mr. Hyatt, being returned, reported the delivery of the afore-

said papers according to order.
^

Mr. Stidham, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a message from his E:^-

cellency, the President, inHosing copies of two letters from his

Excellency, General Washington, to the Committee of Coopera-
tion, of the nth and 12th instant, together with a letter from
General Washington, of the 2d instant, to the President of this

State, respecting aids of Militia from this State
;
and also a bill

for embodying a number of Militia for the purpose of reinforc-

ing the Army of the United States.

On motion, by order.

The foregoing bill and message, with the several letters accom-
panying the same, were severally read, and the said message is

m these words, viz :

'' Gentlemen of the General Assembly

:

“Yesterday evening I received a letter from the Committee of
“Cooperation at Morris-town, dated the 12th instant, together
“with copies of two letters from his Excellency, General Wash-
“ington, to the committee

;
all which I have directed the Secre-

“ tary to lay before your Honors immediately, and as the General
‘

‘ is very pressing, I am persuaded you will do everything in your
“power, without the least delay, to answer his expectations.

“ Dover, June 17, 1780. CiESAR RODNEY.”
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On motion, leave was granted to Mr. Polk to bring in a bill for

the protection of the trade of this State
;
whereupon a bill for this

purpose was laid on the table.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first time.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.
^

On motion, by order, the bill for embodying a number of Mi-
litia of this State, &c.

,
was read the second time.

•

The same was a third time by paragraphs read, and sundry
amendments thereto were proposeci, read, agreed to and ordered
to be transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk deliver the said bill, with the trans-

cribed amendments, and the President’s message and letters ac-

companying the same bill, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Mr. John Clark, a member of Assembly, attending, was admit-
ted and delivered to the Chair certain resolutions of that House
for procuring arms, &c.

On motion, by order, the foregoing resolutions were read the
first time.

On motion, by order,

The bill for the protection of the trade of this State was read
the second time and agreed to by the Council.

Ordered, That the same be sent to the House of Assembly, for

their consideration and concurrence, by Mr. Cantwell.

Mr. Houston, a member of Assembly, attending, was admit-

7 ^
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ted and delivered to the Chair the accounts of Capt. John Lear-

mouth, the superintendent of the recruiting service for the Dela-

ware Regiment, together with the reports of the committee of the

House of Assembly and of the Auditor General on the said ac-

counts, and the muster roll, dated 30th, 1780.

The same member also delivered to the Chair Doctor Samuel
McCall’s account for rent due him for ground whereon the Con-
tinental stable in the Town of Dover is erected, with a resolution

of the House of Assembly empowering the Speakers to draw an
order in favor of the said Samuel for ;^28o.

The several foregoing accounts, reports, and resolution empow-
ering the Speakers to draw an order in favor of S. McCall, were,

by order, severally read the first time.

On motion, by order,

The resolution for procuring arms, &c., was read the secGnd
time, and some amendments were proposed thereto

;
which were

read, agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed and sent to the
House of Assembly by Mr. Cantwell.

Mr. Cantwell, being returned, reported the delivery of the sev-»

eral papers committed to him according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 6 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., June 21st, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

except Mr. Bassett.

Mr. Vandyke, a member of the House of Assembly, was ad-

mitted and delivered to the Chair the resolution for procuring-

arms, &c., with the amendments proposed thereto by the Council
acceded to by the House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution

of the House of Assembly empowering the President to fit out
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barges to cruise on the bay and river of Delaware for the protec-

tion of the trade thereof.

On motion, by order,

The resolution for procuring arms, &c., as amended, was read
and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ Whereas it may be necessary from time to time, during the
“recess of the General Assembly, that the receivers of supplies
“ in the respective Counties of this State be furnished with money
‘

‘ in order to enable them to proceed on the business assigned
“them,

a

'^Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief of the
“State be and hereby is empowered to draw his order on* the
“ State Treasurer in favor of the said receivers respectively for

“such sums of money as he may judge necessary to enable, the

“said receivers to conduct the business with dispatch and ex-
“ pedition

;
for which the said receivers are respectively to be.

“accountable to the General Assembly.

''Resolved also, That the President and Commander-in-Chief
‘

‘ hereby is empowered and requested to write to the Board of

“War to procure arms and other accoutrements for the use of

“the three hundred and fifteen men required of this State, the

“same to be procured on loan, or charged to the State, as may
“ be most agreeable to the said Board.

On motion, by order.

The resolution empowering the President to fit out barges,

&c., was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and con-

curred in, and follows in these words, viz :
*

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, A. M., 20th June, 1780.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“ Sent for concurrence.

JAS. BOOTH,
Cr k of Assembly

r

*The resolution is not recorded.
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I Ordered, That Mr. Patterson return the two foregoing resolu-

tions, with the concurrence of the Council to each respectively,

to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Patterson, being returned, reported the delivery of the

I same according to order.
I

On motion, by order,

I The resolution empowering the Speakers to draw an order in

favor of S. McCall for £ 280, was read the second time and re-

jected.

On motion, by order,

i
The report of the committee of the House of Assembly on

Capt. Learmouth’s accounts was read the second time and agreed
to, and is as follows, to wit

:

“Your committee who were directed to converse with Capt.*
“ Learmouth on the subject of his accounts, have had such con-
“ ference, and thereupon beg leave to report : That in the opin- *

“ion of your committee the premium which was allowed by a
“ resolution of the General Assembly, dated the — day of June,
“ 1779, is now quite insufficient for the duty, and by the depre-

“ciation of our paper currency has become much less than was
“designed by the Legislature; therefore your committee are of
“ opinion that the reward now to be allowed to Capt. Learmouth
“for the recruiting service should be made equal to the reward

N
‘

‘ designed by the Assembly at the time of entering into the reso-
“ lution aforesaid, and also that the reasonable expenses of Capt.
“ Learmouth during his attendance for the settlement of his ac-
“ counts ought to be paid by this State.

“ Your committee, being further instructed to report what may
!

“ be the state of the accounts, do report that, after allowing several
' “sums of money expended in taking up and securing deserters,

“and also for Capt. Learmouth’s expenses going to, staying at,

“and returning from Philadelphia, being sent there by the Gov-

,

“ ernor for money, there apjiears due from the said Capt. Lear-
“ mouth the sum of four thousand one hundred and thirty-six
‘

‘ dollars.
’ ’

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return to the House of Assembly
Capt. Learmouth’s muster roll and recruiting accounts, with the
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report of the committee thereon agreed to by the Council, and
the Auditor General’s report, and also deliver the resolution em-
powering the Speakers to draw an order in favor of S. McCall for

£ 2S0, rejected by the Council.

Mr. Baning reported the delivery of the aforesaid several papers •

according to order.

Whereas the present mode of raising recruits to fill up the

Delaware Regiment is found, by experience, not to answer the

good purposes thereby intended
;
for the more easy and speedy

filling up the regiment aforesaid, therefore

Resolved, That the President or Commander-in-Chief in this

State for the time being may, and he is hereby authorized and
empowered, to appoint one or more suitable persons in each
county of this State, inhabitants thereof, to the recruiting service,

t

for the purpose aforesaid.

Resolved also. That every person on the recruiting servfce,

appointed as aforesaid, shall be allowed one hundred and ninety

dollars for each able-bodied soldier he may enlist to serve during
the war, and who shall pass muster.

That an additional bounty of two hundred dollars, over and^
above the two hundred dollars allowed by Congress, be given to

every soldier that may be so enlisted.

That the President advance, from time to time, to the persons
so appointed, out of the money in his hands for the recruiting

service (if any), such sums as he may think necessary for the

aforesaid service
;
and

That the persons appointed to the service aforesaid respectively

shall, when called upon by the President, account with him for

the expenditures of all monies by them received for the aforesaid

service.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell deliver the foregoing resolutions

to the House of Assembly for their concurrence.

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported the delivery thereof

according to order.

Mr. Duff, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the account of Robert Crozier against the Delaware
State, for services done, amounting to £ 306.
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The same member also delivered a resolution directing the

County Lieutenant to account for fines received
;
and also a reso-

lution requesting the President to write to Congress.

On motion, by order,

The account of Robert Crozier was read, considered, and al-

lowed for the sum of two hundred and four pounds.

On motion, by order.

The resolution directing the County Lieutenant to account for

fines received, was read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, A. M., June 21, 1780.

“On motion,

''Resolved, That the Lieutenants of the Counties attend the
‘

‘ General Assembly at their meeting in October next without

“fail, and render an account of the fines and forfeitures they
“ have received.

"Resolved, That the Clerk furnish each of them speedily with .

“a copy of the above resolution.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly,"

On motion, by order,

The resolution requesting the President to write to Congress,

(S:c., was read the first time and concurred in, and follows in these

words, viz :
*

Ordered, That Mr. Cantwell return the foregoing account,

allowed by the Council, and the two last mentioned resolutions,

with the concurrence of the Council to each respectively, to the

House of Assembly.

Mr. Cantwell reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Mr. West, a member of Assembly, attending, was admitted
and delivered to the Chair the following laws, engrossed and

* The resolution is not recorded in the minutes.
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respectively signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly, in

order to be compared and signed by the Speaker of the Council,

viz :

1. The bill for the preservation of public buildings, &c.

;

2. The Embargo bill

;

3. The bill for payment and discharge of divers receipts, &c.

;

4. The Supply bill

;

5. The Militia bill
;

And also a resolution of the House of Assembly for affixing

the Great Seal of this State to the same.

On motion, the several foregoing bills were read, compared^
and ordered to be signed by the Speaker

;
which was done ac-

cordingly. #

On motion, by order.

The resolution for affixing the Great Seal to the before men-
tioned laws was read the first time and concurred in, and is as

,

follows, viz :

^

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Wednesday, June 21, 1780.

“On motion,

^"Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

“the Great Seal of the State to the following bills, to wit

:

1. “An act for the preservation of buildings erected upon the
lands of inhabitants of this State for the use of the United States,

and vesting such buildings and lands in the United States during
the present war, and to punish persons for waste or trespasses

made and committed thereon, and for other purposes tnerein

mentioned;”

2. “An act to prohibit the exportation of provisions from this

State beyond the seas for a limited time

3. “An act for payment and discharge of divers receipts,

notes, or certificates in the hands of inhabitants of this State,

issued by Francis Wade, Esq., Deputy Quartermaster General
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within this State for the Continental Army, and his agents or

assistants, for forage and other articles furnished by them to the

said department for the public service

4. “An act for procuring an immediate supply of provisions

within this State for the Army of the United States of America,
and for other purposes therein mentioned

5. “An act for embodying a number of the Militia of this

State for the purpose of reinforcing the Army of the United
States.”

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

^

Ordered, That the foregoing bills, and the resolution for

affixing the Great Seal to the same, respectively signed by the'

Speaker of the Council, be returned to the House of Assembly
by Mr. Collins,

Who reported the delivery of the same according to order.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the resolution empowering the President to appoint

,

one or more persons within this State for the recruiting service,

with the concurrence of the House of Assembly thereto.

Ordered, That the Speaker sign an order in favor of Derrick-

son and Hazzard for the sum of one hundred pounds
;
also that

he draw an order in favor of James Adams for ^£533 ;
in favor of

Wilson and Butler for ^156 15 : o; and also in favor of Benja-

min Crooks for f 150 : o ; o and f 165 : o : o, and Thomas Black

for f 100 : o : o.

^ Whereupon the aforesaid several orders were immediately
signed by the Speaker of the Council.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and took into consideration the accounts of

their expenses at the present session, and the following allow-

ances were made, to wit :

To John Clowes, for traveling expenses, as per bill.

No. I, £ 72 00
To Samuel Patterson, for do. do., No. 2, 90 o o
To William Conwell, for do. do., No. 3, 85 o o
To Peter Hyatt, for do. do.. No. 4, . 15 o o
To Richard Cantwell, for do. do,. No. 5, 39 10 o
To William Polk, for do. do.. No. 6, 22 10 o
To Benjamin Vining, Clerk of the Council, as per ^

bill, No. 7, 337 26
To Thomas North, barber, as per bill. No. 8, . . . 75 o*o
To French Battell, as per bill. No. 9, 3H42 12 6

^3,878 is'o

Ordered, That the Speaker draw orders on the State Trea-
surer for the payment of the aforesaid sums.

Whereupon the said orders was immediately drawn and signed
by the Speaker.

Then the Council adjourned to the 30th day of September
next, to meet at the Town of Dover.

72
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of Dover, on Friday,

October 20th, Anno Domini, 1780, a sufficient number of mem-
bers to make a quorum not attending, the Council adjourned from
day to day till Wednesday, November ist, 1780. ,

Wednesday, A. M., November ist, 1780.

The following members appeared in the Council, viz :

For New Castle County—Samuel Patterson, Richard Cantwell.

For Ke7iCCounty—Thomas Collins, John Baning.

For Sussex County—William Conwell, William Polk.

The return of the Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of New
Castle of the election of a Councillor to fill the seat of Peter Hyatt,
Esquire, which became vacant on the first day of October last by
rotation, being laid on the table, it appears that Thomas McDon-
ough, Esquire, was elected a member of the Council for the said

County of New Castle, in the room of the said Peter Hyatt, on
the second day of October aforesaid.

Mr. McDonough appeared in the Council.

The return of the .Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of

Kent of the election of a Councillor to fill the seat of Richard
Bassett, Es(juire, which became vacant on the first day of Octo-
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ber last by rotation, being laid on the table, it appears that John
Cook, Esquire, was elected a member of the Council for the said

County of Kent, on the second day of October aforesaid, in place

of Mr. Bassett.

The return of the Sheriff and Inspectors for the County of

Sussex of the election of a Councillor, being laid on the table, it

appears that John Clowes, Esquire, whose seat became vacant on
the first day of October last by rotation, was reelected a member
of the Council for the said County of Sussex, on the second day
of October aforesaid.

Mr. Clowes appeared in the Council.

The Council then proceeded to the choice of a Speaker, and
Thomas Collins, Esquire, was elected.

The Speaker being seated in the Chair, Mr. Benjamin Vining
was chosen Clerk of the Council, and Benjamin Crooks Door-
keeper and Sergeant-at-Arms.

Mr. McDonough and Mr. Clowes, the two members chosen' at

the last general election, took the oath and subscribed the decla-

ration prescribed by the twenty-second article of the Constitution .

of this State, and then took their seats. [^See note on page /o.]

Mr. Benjamin Vining, Clerk of the Council, appeared in the

House, took the oath and subscribed the declaration prescribed

by the 22d article of the Constitution, and also took the oath of

office. \_See^note on page //.]

On motion.

Ordered, That Messrs. Patterson and Clowes be a committee
to wait on the President and inform him that the Council, having
met, are ready to receive any business his Excellency may have
to lay before them.

The committee, being returned, reported that they had waited
on his Excellency, the President, according to order, and deliv-

ered the message committed to them, and that he was pleased, in

answer, to say, that he had laid his business before the House of

Assembly, and that the same, in its regular course, would come
before the Council.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.
The Council met.

Mr. Waples, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and presented to the Chair a letter from the Pre-

sident of Congress, addressed to his Excellency, the President,

with two acts of that honorable body, of the 12th and 24th Au-
gust last, for making provision for the officers of the army.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a letter from
General Gist to his Excellency, the

,
President, of the 12th Sep-

tember, 1780, together with a letter from Captain James Moore,
addressed to Thomas Collins, Esquire, and the resolutions of the

House of Assembly respecting the officers of the Delaware Regi-
ment.

On motion, by order, the foregoing letters, and the ^several

papers accompanying the same, were read the first time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

I •

Thursday, A. M., November 2d, 1780.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion, by order, '
1

The resolutions of the House of Assembly respecting the offi-

cers of the Delaware Regiment, were read a second time, and
j

an amendment was proposed and agreed to. •

|

Ordered, That the same be transcribed, and that Mr. Patter- I

son wait on the House of Assembly therewith, and also return the :

said resolutions and the several acts of Congress of the 12th and '

24th August, delivered yesterday.
j

Mr. Patterson, being returned, reported that he had waited on
|

the House of Assembly with the said papers according to order.
j
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Mr. Collings, a member of the House of Assembly^, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the resolutions respect-

ing the officers of the Delaware Regiment, with the amendment
proposed thereto by the Council acceded to by the House of As-
sembly; which were read, as amended, and concurred in by the

Council, and are as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., October 31st, 1780,

“The committee to whom were recommitted the report on the

“acts of Congress of the 12th and 24th August, and the letter
‘

‘ from General Gist, reported an essay of the business assigned

“them
;
whereupon, the same being read and concurred in, it is

Resolved, That an immediate supply of two months pay, in

“specie, be advanced by this State to each of the officers of the'
“ Delaware Regiment who were made prisoners in the action of

“the 1 6th of August last and now remain with the enemy, a*nd

“also to Capt. James Moore and Lieutenant John Hyatt, of the

“said regiment, who are now prisoners on Long Island; and
“that one months pay, in specie, be advanced to the other ofifi-

“ cers of the said regiment, who have been in the service of the
“ United States of America in the Southern Department.

“That, in order to procure the said sum, in specie, eighty-
“ five thousand dollars, in Bills of Credit, emitted by Congress,

“be forthwith laid out by Samuel Patterson, Esquire, the State

“Treasurer, in tlie purcliase of a sum of money, in specie, for

“the purpose aforesaid; anti that an order be drawn by the
“ Speakers of the two Houses of the General Assembly to enable

“the said Treasurer to ajiply so much of the public money for

“the use aforesaid; and, as soon as the same specie shall be
“obtained, that the State Treasurer pay such part thereof as is

“ hereinbefore allotted to the officers who have been in the

“service of the United States in the Southern army to Captain
“William McKennan

;
or, in case of his death, or inability to

“proceed to the army, to such other person as the State Trea-
‘

‘ surer may think proper, who is to be accountable to the Gen-
“eral Assembly for the disposition of the said monies

;
and that

“the State Treasurer remit the part allotted to Captain Moore
“and Lieutenant Hyatt in such way as he shall deem most safe.

“That the State Treasurer charge the Continental Treasury
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“with the said eighty-five thousand dollars as so much advanced
“of this State’s quota for the United States.

^ “That the Clothier-General of this State be directed to pur-
“ chase immediately the necessary clothing and stores for the

“officers and soldiers, as well prisoners as others, belonging to

“the aforesaid regiment, and have them forwarded, with all

“convenient speed, to the said officers and soldiers; and that

“an order be drawn on the State Treasurer in favor of the said

“Clothier-General for the sum of fifty-five thousand dollars, to

, “enable him to perform that service; the said Clothier-General
; “to account with the General Assembly for the expenditure of

i
“ the aforesaid sum.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Asseinbly^ \

Ordered, That Mr. Cantwell return the foregoing resolutiqps,

with the concurrence of the Council thereto, to the House of As-

\
sembly.

f Who reported the delivery thereof according to order.

; Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow morn-
ing.

Friday, November 3, 1780.

The Council met and adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow morn-
ing.
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Saturday, A. M., November 4th, 1780.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Cook, a member of the Council for the County of Kent, 4:

now appeared in the Council, took the oath and subscribed the

declaration prescribed by the 226 article of the Constitution of ;;

this State, and then took his seat. \^See note on page /o.]

Mr. Peery, a member of the House of Assembly, attending, A
was admitted and delivered to the Chair a petition, signed by
sundry inhabitants of Sussex County, with a bill for the relief of

divers persons concerned in the late insurrection in that county, ^

founded on the said petition.
^

;

The same member also delivered a resolution of the House of

Assembly respecting an adjournment; which, by order, was read,

and is as follows, to wit

:

“ In THE House OF Assembly,

“Friday, P. M., November 3, 1780.

“ On motion,

'''Resolved, That it is the intention of this House to adjourn
“the present sessions to-morrow evening to a distant day; and
“ that Mr. Peery wait on the Council with a copy of this resolu-

“tion for their information.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Crk of Assemblyr
On motion, by order,

The petition from sundry inhabitants of Sussex County, and
the bill founded thereon, were severally read the first time.

On motion of Mr. Cook, for leave to bring in a bill for sus-

pending the operation of the tender bills for a limited time, the

same was granted, and a bill for that purpose was laid on the

table, and, by order, read the first time.

On motion, by order.
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The bill for the relief of divers persons concerned in the late

insurrection in Sussex County, was read the second time, and
was referred to Mr. Speaker, Mr. Clowes, and Mr. Patterson, to

report thereon this afternoon.

On motion, by order,

The bill for suspending the operation of the tender bills, was
read the second time and referred to Messrs. McDonough, Cook,
and Polk, to report thereon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

\

Eodem Die, P, M,

The Council met.

Mr. Kollock, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the President’s message
to the General Assembly, of the 25th ultimo, inclosing three cir-

cular letters from the President of Congress, an act of Congress,
of the 25th August, for ascertaining the rank of Governors

;
one

of the 6th September last, for facilitating the final ratification of

the Articles of Confederation, and one of the 20th September,
containing a new arrangement of the army, together with an act

of the Legislature of New York, and some proceedings of the

respective Legislatures of the States of Maryland and Virginia

relative to the Articles of Confederation.

The same member also presented to the Chair a message from
the President to the General Assembly of the 28th October, in-

closing an act of Congress of the loth of the same month, res-

pecting such unappropriated lands as may be ceded or relin-

quished to the United States by any particular State.

On motion, by order,

The President’s message of the 25th ultimo, and its inclosures,

were severally read, and the said message is in these words, viz :
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:

'^Gentlemen of the General Assembly

:

I

“Divers acts of Congress, accompanied with circular letters,

!
“from the President of that honorable body, and other papers

j
“relative thereto, have been transmitted to me since the close of

I

‘
‘ the last session. These papers, from their nature and impor-
“ tance to the welfare of the State indispensably claiming the

“attention of the Legislature, I have directed the Secretary to

“lay before your Honors for your consideration, to wit: One
“of the 6th ultimo, recommending measures to be adopted by
“the several States for facilitating the completion and final rati-

“ fication of the Articles of Confederation, with an act of the
“ Legislature of the State of New York, and proceedings of the

“respective Legislatures of the States of Maryland and Virginia
“ relative to that subject; two acts of the 12th and 24th of August
“last, making further provision for the officers and soldiers of

“the Continental Army, with recommendations to the several

“States; one, of the 25th of the same month, ascertaining the

“rank of Governors or Presidents of the several States when
“they may act in the field together, or in conjunction with the

“Continental Army; one, of the 26th, earnestly recommending
“to the several States to take the most speedy and effectual

“means in their power for drawing in their respective quotas of

“the Continental Bills of Credit, to be destroyed by taxes, or
“ exchanging for them new bills, pursuant to the resolution of
“ the 1 8th of March last, that the whole of the new bills may be
“issued; also recommending to the several States to raise by
“taxes, payable in the new bills above mentioned, or specie,

“their resjK'ctive ([uotas of three millions of dollars, agreeable

“to the ajqmrtionment of the 7th of October, 1779, and pay
“the same into the Treasury of the United States as soon as

“possible, the payment to be duly completed by the last day of
“ December next

;
one, of the 20th of September last, containing

“a new arrangement of the army
;
one, of the 29th of the same

“ month, recommending to the States respectively to supply their

“Delegates with money for their support by other means than
“drawing on the Treasury of the United States, except only in

“such cases as may render that mode indispensably necessary

;

“and a proclamation of the i8th instant, recommending Thurs-
“day, the 7th of December next, to be observed as a day of
‘

‘ Thanksgiving and Prayer.

“ I have also directed the Secretary to lay before your Honors
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“a letter, dated at the camp at Hillsborough on the 12th ultimo,

“addressed to me from Brigadier-General Gist, requesting a

“supply of clothing and stores for the troops of this State in the
“ Southern army, and also money and necessaries to render com-
“ fortable the situation of such of our troops as were lately cap-

“tivated and are now prisoners with the enerriy.

“Dover, October 25, 1780. C^SAR RODNEY.”

On motion, by order, the President’s messag^e of the 28th ul-

timo, and the act of Congress inclosed therein, were severally

read, and the said message follows in these words, to wit

:

Gentlemen of the General Assembly

:

“ I have just received from the President of Congress an act

“of that honorable body, dated the loth instant, respecting such
“unappropriated lands as may be ceded or relinquished to the

“United States by any particular State pursuant to the recom-
“ mendation of the 6th of September last, which I have directed
“ the Secretary to lay before your Honors.

“Dover, October 28, 1780. CAESAR RODNEY.”

The committee to whom was referred the bill for the relj^f

of divers persons concerned in the late insurrection in Sussex
County, now reported an amendment to the same

;
which, by

order, was read and agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed, and that Mr. Mc-
Donough wait on the House of Assembly therewith for their

concurrence, and that he return the petition from the inhabitants

of Sussex County and the foregoing bill.

Mr. McDonough, being returned, reported that he had waited
on the House of AssemWy with the said papers according to

order.

The committee to whom the bill for suspending the operation
of the tender bills for a limited time was referred, rejected the said

bill and delivered a new bill, in lieu thereof, at the table
;
which,

by order, was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time.

The said bill was read a third time, by paragraphs, and passed
the Council.
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Ordered, That the said bill be transcribed and sent to the

House of Assembly, for concurrence, by Mr. Polk.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Mr. Peery, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the bill for the relief of

persons concerned in the late insurrection in Sussex County, with

a paper of amendments proposed by the House of Assembly to

the amendments proposed by the Council to the said bill.

The same member also delivered the resolutions of the House
of Assembly for facilitating the completion of the Delaware Regi-
ment

;
and presented to the Chair an account of Capt. William

McKennan, amounting to four thousand two hundred dollars, for

the traveling expenses of himself, a sergeant and one soldier, from
camp at Hillsborough to this State on the public service, wkh a

resolution of that House for the payment of the said sum of

4,200 dollars to Captain McKennan.

The same member also delivered the resolutions of the House,
of Assembly for the protection of the trade of the Delaware bay
and river.

The said member also delivered a proclamation of Congress of

the 1 8th October, respecting the appointment of Thursday, the

yth day of December next, to be observed as a day of Thanks-
giving and Prayer, with a resolution of that House for the said

purpose.

The amendments proposed by the House of Assembly to the

amendments proposed by the Council to the bill for the relief of

divers persons concerned in the late insurrection in Sussex Coun-
ty, were read, considered and agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return the said amendments of the

House of Assembly, agreed to by the Council, together with the

bill.

Who, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly with the said papers according to order.

On motion, by order.
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The resolutions of the House of Assembly for facilitating^ the

completion of the Delaware Regiment, were read the first time.

By special order, the same were read a second time and con-

curred in, and are as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, A. M., November 4, 1780.

“The House, taking into consideration the report of the com-
“ mittee respecting the filling up of the Delaware Regiment,

‘
‘ Resolved, That, in addition to the resolves of the late Gen-

“ eral Assembly made on the 21st of June last, the President or
“ Commander-in-Chief be requested to issue his orders to such
“ of the officers of the said regiment as now are or shortly may
“be returned into this State, and not assigned to particular du|y,

“to proceed in the enlisting of able-bodied men into the said

“regiment, to serve during the war, upon the terms prescribed

“in the resolves aforesaid; and that the President recommend
“ to such officers respectively a strict attention to this duty, as

“also to the searching after and apprehending any deserters that
‘

‘ may be within the State.

Resolved also, That the President or Commander-in-Chief
‘

‘ be and he is hereby authorized and empowered to draw orders

“on the State Treasurer for a sum or sums, not exceeding forty
‘

‘ thousand dollars, as a further supply for the service aforesaid.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CR k of Assembly

R

On motion, by order,

Capt. William McKennan’s account, and the resolution for the

fiayment of 4, 200 dollars to Capt. McKennan, were read the first

time.

By special order, the same were read a second time, the said

account was allowed, and the said resolution concurred in, and is

in these words, to wit

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., November 4, 1780.

“An account from William McKennan, a captain in the Dela-
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“ware Regiment, amounting to four thousand two hundred dol-
“ lars, for the traveling expenses of himself, a sergeant and one
“soldier, from camp at Hillsborough to this State, on the public

“service, was presented to the Chair, and, being read and con-

“sidered, was allowed.

''Resolvedy That the Speakers of both Houses draw an order

“on the State Treasurer for the said sum of four thousand two
“hundred dollars in favor of the said Capt. William McKennan.

“Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

R

On motion, by order.

The resolutions for the protection of the trade of the Delaware
bay and river were read the lirst time.

By special order, the same were read a second time and con-**

curred m, and are as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, A. M., November 4, 1780.

“Whereas the trade of this State on the Delaware bay and
“ river hath been and still is interrupted and impeded by armed
“boats and cruisers from New York and elsewhere; for preven-
‘

‘ tion whereof .

''Resolved, That the President or Commander-in- Chief be and
“he is hereby authorized to contract for and fit out an armed
“vessel, not exceeding sixty tons in burthen, with such armed
“ boat or boats as he shall judge necessary to be with and attend

“such vessel, and aj^point and commission proper persons as
‘

‘ officers of the same vessels, assigning the number of the crew
“and fixing their pay per day, over and above the benefit of all

“prizes by them taken and prosecuted to condemnation in the
“ Court of Admiralty of this State.

"Resolved, That the expenses which may be incurred by the
‘

‘ carrying the foregoing resolve into execution shall be borne
“and paid by this State.

“And to the end that an immediate supply of money may be
“ obtained for the purpose aforesaid,
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Resolved^ That a sum not exceeding one hundred thousand
“dollars be borrowed upon the credit of the State, and that the
“ President sign certificates to the person or persons lending the
“ same, in the following form, to wit

:

“The Delaware State acknowledges the receipt of
“dollars from

,
for the payment whereof to the

“said
,

his executors, administrators, or assigns,

“according to their value now settled at the rate of seventy-five

“for one in specie, on or before the twenty-fifth day of October
“next, with interest at the rate of six percent, per annum, the
“ faith of the said State is hereby pledged according to the tenor

“of certain resolves of the General Assembly made at Dover
“ the 4th day of November, 1780. Witness my hand the

“day of
,
Anno Domini, 1780.

^

"'And whereas the trade and commerce of the neighbouring
“ States of Pennsylvania and New Jersey is affected and injufed
“ by the depredations made by such armed boats and cruisers,

^'Resolved, That it be recommended to the President or Com-
“ mander-in-Chief of this State that he apply, by way of letters,

,

“ to the executive authority of the neighbouring States aforesaid-
“ for their aid and assistance in the protection of the general trade
“ of the bay and river aforesaid by sending one or more armed
“ vessels on this service.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. Cl' k of Assembly."

On motion, by order.

The resolution for the appointment of a day of Thanksgiving
and Prayer was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read a second time and con-
curred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, A. M., November 4, 1780.

“Whereas Congress, by their proclamation dated the i8th

“day of October last, have recommended to the several States

“to set apart Thursday, the seventh day of December next, to

74
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“be observed as a day of public Thanksgiving and Prayer;
“therefore

"‘Resolved, That Thursday, the seventh day of December
“aforesaid, be set apart throughout this State as a day of pub-
“lic Thanksgiving and Prayer to Almighty God for the pur-
“ poses in the above-recited proclamation of Congress, and that

“his Excellency, the President, be requested to publish the same
“ by proclamation.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. ‘ CPk of Assembly,"

Ordered, That the four last mentioned resolutions, with the

concurrence of the Council respectively thereto. Captain Mc-
Kennan’s account, the proclamation of Congress, and the several

messages from the President, with their inclosures, be returned

to the House of Assembly by Mr. Cook. ^

Mr. Cook, being returned, reported that he had waited on the

House of Assembly with the said papers according to order.
_

.

Doctor Clayton, a member from the House of Assembly,
attending, was admitted and returned to the Chair the bill to

suspend, for a limited time, the operation of the several acts of

Assembly of this State for making the Bills of Credit of the

United States and of this State a legal tender in the payment of

debts equal to^gold and silver, with a paper of amendments pro-

posed thereto by the House of Assembly
;
which were taken into

consideration and acceded to.

Ordered that the said bill be engrossed.

The said bill being engrossed, was, by order, read and com-
pared.

Ordered, That the same be sent to the House of Assembly by
Mr. McDonough.

Mr. McDonough, being returned, reported the delivery thereof

according to order.

Mr. Young, a member of Assembly, attending, was admitted
and delivered to the Chair the bill for the relief of divers persons
concerned in the late insurrection in Sussex County, and also the

bill to suspend, for a limited time, the operation of the several
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acts of Assembly of this State for making the Bills of Credit of
the United States and of this State a legal tender in the pay-
ment of debts equal to gold and silver, respectively signed by
the Speaker of the House of Assembly, with a resolution of that

House for affixing the Great Seal thereto.

The same member also delivered a resolution respecting an
adjournment.

Ordered^ That the two foregoing bills be signed by the Speaker
of the Council

;
which was done accordingly.

On motion, by order,

The resolution for affixing the Great Seal thereto was read and
concurred in, and follows in these words, to wit :

“In the House of Assembly,
,

.

«

“Saturday, P. M., November 4, 1780.

“On motion,

^'Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief -affix

“the Great Seal of the State to the following bills, to wit

:

1. “An act for the relief of divers persons concerned in tht

late insurrection in Sussex County

2. “An act to suspend, for a limited time, the operation of
the several acts of Assembly of this State for making the Bills

of Credit of the United States and of this State a legal tender in

the payment of debts equal to gold and silver.”

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

^

On motion, by order.

The resolution respecting an adjournment was read and con-
curred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., November 4, 1780.

“On motion.

Resolved, That the General Assembly of this State will meet
“at the Town of New Castle on the day to which the present
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j

‘
‘ sessions may be adjourned, and there sit to transact the public

“business.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. Cl' k of Assembly.

I Mr. Duff, a member of the House of Assembly, attending, was
admitted and delivered to the Chair the accounts of Capt. Mc-
Kennan, Henry Nash, and Benjamin Crooks, for services done

;

which, by order, were read, considered and allowed, except as to

the account of Capt. McKennan, which the Council rejected.

Ordered, That the bills and resolutions before mentioned,
' respectively signed by the Speaker of the Council, and the fore-

1

going accounts, be returned, by Mr. Conwell, to the House of

Assembly.

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly with the same according to order. •

Adjourned to 8 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Sunday, A. M., November 5th, 1780.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Dulf, a meml)cr of the House of Assembly, attending-, was
admitted, and delivered to the Chair the following notification of
their adjournment, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., November 4. 1780.

“On motion,

'^Resolved, That this House will, at the time of the adjourn-
“ ment of the present sessions, adjourn the same to Thursday,
“the fourth day of January next.

‘
‘ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, CVkof Asse^nbly.''
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Which, by order, was read.

The Council took into consideration and allowed the following

accounts, brought in for the service of the State at this present

sitting, to wit :

To French Battell, for the expenses of the members
of the Council, ;^3, iii 15 6

To John Clowes, Esq., for his traveling expenses, . 60 o o
To William Conwell, Esq., for ditto, 60 o o
To William Polk, Esq., for ditto 30 o o
To Thomas McDonough, Esq., for ditto, , . . . 41 5 o
To Samuel Patterson, Esq., for ditto, 80 7 o
To Richard Cantwell, Esq., for ditto, 18 15 o
To Benjamin Vining, Esq., Clerk of the Council,

. 31 1 50
To Thomas North, barber, . 69 o o

^

;£3.782 7 6
M..—

Ordered, That orders be drawn, and signed by the Speaker,
on the State Treasurer for the payment of the said sum.

Whereupon orders were accordingly drawn and signed by the«

Speaker.

Then the Council adjourned to Thursday, the fourth day of

January next, to meet at the Town of New Castle.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

ADJOURNED SESSION, JANUARY, 1781.

At a meeting of the Council at the Town of New Castle, by
adjournment, on Thursday, the fourth day of January, Anno
Domini, 1781, a quorum of the members to form a House not

attending, the Council adjourned from day to day till Saturday,
the 13th instant.

Saturday, P. M., January 13th, 1781.

The following members attended, viz :

For New Castle County—Samuel Patterson, Richard Cantwell.

For Kent County—Thomas Collins.

For Sussex County—^John Clowes, William Polk.

Ordered, That Mr. Patterson and Mr. Clowes be a committee
to wait on his Excellency, the President, and acquaint him that

the Council, having met, are ready to receive any business he
may have today before them.

Adjourned till 12 o’clock on Monday.

75
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Monday, January 15th, 1781.

The Council met and adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.

Tuesday, P. M., January i6th, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs.

Baning, Polk, and Cook.

The committee appointed on Saturday last to wait on the Pre-

sident, now reported that they had waited on him, according to

order, and delivered the message committed to them
;
when his

Excellency was pleased, in answer, to say, that he had laid h\g

papers before the House of Assembly, which, in course, would
come before the Council

;
and at the same time expressed his

wish that the General Assembly would give the important busi-

ness now before them all possible dispatch.

Mr. Duff, a member of the House of Assembly, attending, was
admitted and delivered to the Chair a message, of the 13th in-

stant, addressed from the House of Assembly to his Excellency,

the President, with his Excellency’s message, in answer thereto,

inclosing a return of the Receiver of Supplies for Sussex County,
and also a resolution of the House of Assembly respecting the

' supplies.

The same member also delivered a resolution of the House of

Assembly for the appointment of a committee to adjust the State

I Treasurer’s accounts.
I

j

On motion, by order,

The foregoing message from the House of Assembly to his

Excellency, the President, was read, and is as follows, to wit

:

“A Message from the House of Assembly to His Excel-
“lency, CiESAR Rodney, Esquire, President and Com-
“ mander-in-Chief of the Delaware State.

''Sir—The House of Assembly request you to inform them
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“what quantities of the supplies in kind ordered to be raised in

“this State within the last year have been collected in each of
“ the Counties of this State, and what the several species of those

“supplies are, and also what quantities of those supplies, and
“what several species of them, have been delivered by the

“Receiver in each County for the supply of the troops of the

“United States, or any of them, as by the act for furnishing

“supplies within this State for the Army of the United States

“for the ensuing campaign, passed at Lewes-town, the 15th of

“April last; and also by the act for procuring an immediate
“supply of provisions within this State for the Army of the
“ United States of America, and for other purposes therein men-
“ tioned, passed at Dover, the 21st June, 1780, is provided.

“ Signed by order of the House of Assembly,

“ NICHOLAS VANDYKE, Speaket\ ‘

\

“Newcastle, 13th January, 1781.
#

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Cr k of Assembly:' •

On motion, by order,
•

The President’s message, in answer to the above, and its inclo- «

sures, were severally read, and the said message is as follows, viz :

“ Geyitlemen of the Assembly:

“In answer to your message of the 13th instant, L beg leave

“to acquaint your Honors that the Receivers have sent me no
“returns since their several appointments, except one from the
“ Receiver of Sussex County, which will be laid before you here-
“ with, tho’ strictly enjoined to it by my instructions, as' well as
‘

‘ by the acts of Assembly referred to, and therefore it is not in
‘

‘ my power to give the House that information they wish to

“have relative to the collection and delivery of supplies. I be-

“lieve they have collected considerable quantities, but have been
“much interrupted in the transportation thereof from the Coun-
“ ties of Kent and Sussex by the refugee armed boats. The
“ Receiver for New Castle County informs me that for some time
‘

‘ past he has not been able to carry on his business for want of a
“ supply of money.

“C^SAR RODNEY.
“ New Castle, January 15th, 1781.“
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On motion, by order,

The resolution of the House of Assembly respecting the sup-

plies, was read the first lime.

By special order, the same was read a second time and con-

curred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,
“ Monday, January 15, 1781.

“It appearing to the House, by his Excellency, the Presi-
“ dent’s answer to their me.ssage of the 13th instant respecting

“the supplies directed to be raised and obtained in this State for

“the use of the Federal Army, that no returns have been made
“to him by the Receivers of Supplies in either of the Counties
‘

‘ of New Castle or Kent, and no return from the Receiver of the
“ County of Sussex since the 20th of September last,

"'Resolved^ That the President be requested forthwith to c&ll
‘

‘ upon those several Receivers for returns of the quantities of

“supplies raised or purchased within this State in the last yeqr,
‘

‘ specifying the places where the same shall be deposited
;
and

‘
‘ also returns of the quantities of those supplies by them respec-
“ lively delivered for the use of the troops of the United States,

’

“or any of them
;
and that the most speedy and effectual mea-

‘
‘ sures be taken for the delivery or transportation of the residue
“ of those supplies for the use of the Federal Army.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. Cl' k of Assembly

On motion, by order,

The resolution for the appointment of a committee to adjust

the State Treasurer’s account was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read a second time and con-
curred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., January 13, 1781.

“On motion,

''Resolved, That Mr. Latimer, Mr. Kollock, and Mr. Barratt
“ be a committee, on the part of this House, to join with a com-
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“ mittee to be appointed by the Council, to settle and adjust the
“ State Treasurer’s accounts, and to make report thereof forth

-

“with.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“Sent for concurrence. CVk of Assembly.^*

And thereupon the Council do appoint Mr. Clowes and Mr.
McDonough to be a committee to join with the committee of the

House of Assembly for the purpose above mentioned.

Ordered, That Mr. McDonough return the foregoing messages
and resolutions, with the concurrence of the Council thereto res-

pectively, to the House of Assembly.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.

\

Wednesday, January 17th, 1781,

The Council met. Some of the members being on a com-*

mittee, the Council adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.

Thursday, A. M., January i8th, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messrs. Polk
and Cook.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.
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• Friday, A. M., January 19th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The committee appointed to join with the committee of the

House of Assembly to adjust the accounts of the State Treasurer,

being still engage^ in that business, the Council adjourned to 10

o’clock to-morro\W

Saturday, January 20th, 1781.^

The Council met and adjourned to Monday morning.

Monday, A. M., January 22d, 1781.

The Council met, and having no business laid before them by
the House of Assembly, adjourned from day to day until Satur-

day, the 27th instant.

Saturday, A. M., January 27th, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Cook.

Mr. McDonough now reported the delivery of the papers com-
mitted to him on Tuesday, the i6th instant, according to order.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Houston, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a resolution of the House
of Assembly for the appointment of a Committee of Public Ac-
counts.

Mr. Collings, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a petition from Paul

Quenoault, a lieutenant in the Delaware Regiment, with a reso-

lution of the House of Assembly for the payment of four thou-

sand dollars to the said Paul Quenoault.
^

On motion, by order,
0

The resolution for the appointment of a Committee of Public

Accounts was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read a second time and con-
curred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Thursday, P. M., January 25, 1781.

“On motion,

''Resolved, That Mr. Clayton, Mr. Kollock, and Mr. White
“ be a Committee of Public Accounts, on the part of this House,
“ and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Council, pro-
“ posing the ai)pointment of a committee of their body to join

“with tlie committee aforesaid.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, CV k of AssemblyR
And thereupon the Council have appointed Mr. McDonough

and Mr. Polk to be a committee on their part to join with the
committee of the House of Assembly for the purpose aforesaid.

On motion, by order.

The petition of Lieutenant Paul Quenoault, and the resolution
founded thereon, were severally read the first time.
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cribed.
^

Ordered^ That Mr. Conwell return to the House of Assembly •

ex

Mr. Conwell reported the delivery of the several papers com-
mitted to his charge, according to the order of Saturday.

Tuesday, A. M., January 30th, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Mr. Pat-

terson.

Mr. Stout, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair the resolution for the

payment of four thousand dollars to Lieut. Quenoault, with the

the resolution for the appointment of a Committee of Public Ac-
counts, with the concurrence and appointment of the Council -S

with the transcribed amendment thereto.

Adjourned to Monday morning at 10 o’clock.

I

Mr. Cook, who had been absent, now appeared, and in his ^

mitted.

Adjourned till to-morrow at 10 o’clock.
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amendment proposed thereto by the Council acceded to by the

House of Assembly.

On motion, by order, the foregoing resolution was read and
concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,
“ Monday, A. M., January 29, 1781.

“By special order, the petition from Lieutenant Paul Queno-
“ ault, of the Delaware Regiment, was read the second time; and
‘

‘ thereupon

'

'Resolved, That the Speakers of both Houses of the General
“ Assembly draw an order on the State Treasurer in favor of the

“said Paul Quenoault for the sum of six thousand dollars, for

“ which he is to be accountable. \

“ Extract from the minutes. -
, •

“JAS. BOOTH, CV k of Assemblyr *

Ordered, That Mr. Baning return the same resolution, with the

concurrence of the Council thereto, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Baning reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.

Wednesday, January 31st, 1781.

The Council met and adjourned till to-morrow.

Thursday, February ist, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members.

There being no business before the Council from the House of

Assembly, the Council adjourned from day to day until Saturday,

the 3d instant.

76
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Saturday, February 3d, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Kollock, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair an act of Congress,*of

the 20th March last, for repealing the tender law, and two other

acts of that honorable body, of the i8th of the same month, on
the subject of Fin.ance, together with a bill entitled “An act for

calling out of circulation and cancelling the quota of this State,

according to the present apportionment, of all the Bills of Credit

emitted by Congress, and for emitting and funding new bills, ac-

cording to the resolutions of Congress of the i8th day of March
last, and for other purposes.

On motion, by order, the foregoing acts of Congress, and the

said bill, were severally read the first time.

Adjourned till 10 o’clock on Monday next.

Monday, A. M., February 5th, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met

On motion, by order, the bill entitled “An act for calling out
of circulation,and cancelling the quota of this State, according to

the present apportionment, of all the Bills of Credit emitted by
Congress, and for emitting and funding new bills, according to

the resolutions of Congress of the i8th day of March last, and
for other purposes,” was read the second time and deferred for

consideration.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

t

Tuesday, A. M., February 6th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Speaker laid before the Council a letter of the 3d instant,

addressed from Mr. McKean (one of the Delegates for this State

in Congress) to the Speaker of the Council
;
which, by order, was

read, and ordered to be delivered by the Speaker to the Speaker
of the House of Assembly, for their perusal and consideration.

The Council now resumed the consideration of the bill entitled

“An act for calling out of circulation and cancelling the quota of

this State, according to the present apportionment, of all the Bills



Ip6 ,3TATa s;uv':UHn :-im‘

.M ,mC\ umoB
J9 fri fbnwo.> yuT

M '*
'

Siso ^nsUm ft A*' f>5iiita;> !!id Sfb ,trjfno yd ,noiJom (iO

0.J aidJlo fiJofJo •jifi'lfijomo f:>nt;.noilf;lfoii:> lo

Y<l libisO la sOiO »/{t ujj lo ,':;..‘)njfioi3'io<|<jfc; j«f)a3*iq

or ^ndriGTjii waxj ^jni'bunl biin ifatnlfa^yioi bun ,88!»i^no3

lioiffbl afb lo <aa‘rjnoD 'to ,'.uod»iV^.ai »dl

lol bs^Tt^lab bfSii' «Mnb .bnoar>fc sHl biStsi a«w *\;3P.o'cfiuq tad Jo \6\

f : ,?l'X?lri‘o OJ hi ^iinriofu woiiom-oJ ha bacmioibA ^

,rbd < M .A ,vA<ri^3uT
,

7!t5dtuM 3rnjb.^ *>rb 'U'sarri^5 ,3bm ihrtuoD 5»£i.l

M ,>lD0}a*a t 01 LatriiioibA

fjh-

il M .1 ,J}iO v;.HqoH
'r

/''. r

tarn: IbnyoO Siff

/.'•.fd«;£U bf ‘vij 1q r.Jun;ioD adJ riolsd bib *ia>lr.aq3 /iM

ifjciS ebb ‘tot p>:i>U.^j(ohQ adf'lo ano) .iM moh baea^ibbc

ac'jv jtoino \d ^ihhfw ; IbciiKO a.dj lo r97li;-xjB t>di oJ (es^ngmp ni

aaJ 03 ‘jadoMc^ i>fb "^cf baiavtio!? ‘»(i »>J liar^bio bnr,

-£XO,iJcis»bi&£taa bttfc tAiojvjq 'iijih ivl ,xldin‘>p,g^\ lo ocioovi t^fU'ic

ffid *>flt lo no{|f: «‘:<biRaoa r^dl bafa»;e'^-i wai IbmioD od'C

n,}OUi> >fij jKiidoo^o baf; rAobslaDiia }o juo ^niiib.a loi Joe fuV*

eiiiH Hii to ,btocnftob^*oq -F» ^rfJ 6i ;:^n/buODf: i aidJ



MINUTES OE THE COUNCIL OF1 604
i

j

! of Credit emitted by Congress, and for emitting and funding new
bills, according to the resolutions of Congress of the i8th day of

March last, and for other purposes,” and after some time spent

j
therein the same was deferred till to-morrow

!

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., February 7th, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members.

The consideration of the bill entitled “An act for calling out

of circulation and cancelling the quota of this State, according to

the present apportionment, of all the Bills of Credit emitted by
Congress, &c.,” was now resumed again, and sundry amend-
ments were proposed, agreed to and ordered to be transcribed.

*

Ordered, That Mr. Cantwell wait on the House of Assembly
with the said transcribed amendments, for their consideration and
concurrence, and also return the said bill.

Mr. Cantwell reported that he had waited on the House of

Assembly with the said papers according to order.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.

Thursday, A. M., February 8th, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Waples, a member of the House of Assembly, attending,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a bill entitled “An act

to recruit the Regiment of this State now in the service of the
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United States,” together with two circular letters from the Pre-

sident of Congress, of the 6th and 26th October, 1780, inclosing

two acts of Congress relative to the arrangement of the army,
and the report of the House of Assembly thereon.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill, and the papers accom-
panying the same, were severally read the first time.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the bill entitled “An act to recruit th^

Regiment of this State now in the service of the United States,”

was read the second time and referred to a committee of three, to

report thereon to-morrow morning.

The members chosen : Mr. Clowes, Mr. McDonough, and*Mr.
Cook.

«

On motion of Mr. McDonough, for leave to bring in a bill foV

ascertaining the per diem wages of the members of the General
Assembly of the Delaware State, the same was granted

;
where-

upon a bill was laid on the table, and

On motion, by order, the same was read the first time.

Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow.

Friday, A. M., February 9th, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members.

The committee to whom was referred the bill entitled “An act

to recruit the Regiment of this State now in the service of the
United States,” now reported as their opinion that the same may
pass.
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I

Mr. Duff, a member of the House of Assembly, attending, was

,

admitted and delivered to the Chair a proposition from the House
1

of Assembly for the nomination of persons to be balloted for as

j

Delegates from this State to Congress for the ensuing year
;
and

also persons to supply the place of Chief Justice of the Court of

Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of New Castle,

in the room of John Jones, Esquire, deceased, and the place of

fourth Justice of the said Court, in the County of Sussex, in the

room of Isaac Smith, Esquire, deceased.

The same member also delivered to the Chair an account of

William Peery, Esquire, against the State, amounting to five

.
thousand three hundred and forty-four dollars, with the report

of the committee of the House of Assembly thereon.

On motion, by order.

The proposition from the House of Assembly for the nomina-
tion of persons to be balloted for as Delegates from this State to*

Congress for the ensuing year, &c., was read the first time.

On motion, by order.

The account of William Peery, Esquire, against the State, for

five thousand three hundred and forty-four dollars, and the report

of the committee of the House of Assembly thereon, were sever-

ally read the first time, and the said account was rejected by the

Council.

On motion, by order.

The proposition from the House of Assembly for the nomina-
tion of persons to be balloted for as Delegates to Congress, &c.,
was read the second time, and an amendment was proposed,
agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed.

j

On motion, by order.

The bill entitled “An act to recruit the Regiment of this State

now in the service of the United States,” was read a third time,

by paragraphs, and passed the Council.

Ordered^ That the foregoing bill, with the several papers accom-
panying the same

;
the proposition from the House of Assembly

ibr the nomination of Delegates from this State to Congress, &c.,

and the transcribed amendment thereto
;
and William Peery’s

I
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account, as rejected by the Council, with the report of the com-
mittee of the House of Assembly thereon, be returned to the

House of Assembly by Mr. Cook.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Cook now reported the delivery of the papers committed
to him according to order.

^

Mr. Bassett, a member of the House of Assembly, attenc^ing,

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a bill entitled “An act

for stating the accounts of the several Loan Offices and of Com-
missioners into whose hands any public monies have come by
virtue of laws passed under the former Government, and for

repealing part of an act entitled ‘An act for the appointment o[‘

Trustees of the General Loan Offices in the respective Counties
of this State.’

’’

The same member also delivered to the Chair the proposition

from the House of Assembly for the nomination of persons to be
balloted for as Delegates to Congress, with the amendment pro-

posed thereto by the Council acceded to by the House of As-
sembly.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first time.

On motion, by order, the foregoing proposition, as amended,
was read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

'

“ In the House of Assembly,

^ “Thursday, P. M., February 8th, 1781.

“ On motion,

"'Orderedy That Mr. Duff wait on the Council and propose to

“them that both Houses of the General Assembly meet in the
“ State House, to-morrow evening, at three o’clock, for the pur-
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“pose of nominating persons to be balloted for as Delegates from
“this State tb Congress for the ensuing year; and also persons
“to supply the place of Chief Justice of the Court of Common
“ Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of New Castle, in the
“ room of John Jones, Esquire, deceased, and the place of fourth

“Justice of the said Courts in the County of Sussex, in the room
“of Isaac Smith, Esquire, deceased.

‘
‘ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Cr k of Assemblyr

Ordered^ That Mr. Conwell return the same to the House of

Assembly, with the concurrence of the Council thereto.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery according to order.

\

On motion, by order.

The bill entitled “An act for ascertaining the per diem wages
of the members of the General Assembly of the Delaware State,

was read the second time.

Mr. Peery, a member of the House of Assembly, attending, *

was admitted and delivered to the Chair a verbal information that

the House of Assembly are now ready to receive the Council, in

the State House, for the purpose of putting into nomination per-

sons to be balloted for as Delegates from this State to Congress
for the ensuing year

;
a Chief Justice of the Court of Common

Pleas and Orphans’ Court for the County of New Castle, and a

fourth Justice of tlu‘ said Courts in the County of Sussex, agree-

able to their proposition of yesterday.

Then the Council proceeded to the State House and there met
the House of Assembly for the purpose above mentioned.

Ordered, That Mr. Patterson, Mr. Latimer, and Mr, Kollock
be a committee to wait on his Excellency, the President, and ac-

quaint him that the General Assembly, having now met in the

Sta^ House to put in nomination persons to be balloted for as

Delegates from this State to Congress for the ensuing year, a
Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court
for the County of New Castle, and a fourth Justice of the said

Courts in the County of Sussex, request his attendance, if he
thinks proper.
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The committee, being returned, reported that they had waited
on his Excellency, the President, and delivered the message com-
mitted to them, according to order, when he was pleased, in an-

swer, to say that he would wait on the General Assembly imme-
diately.

The President attended in the General Assembly, and pro-

ceeded with the members to put in nomination persons to be
balloted for as Delegates from this State to Congress for the en-

suing year, and to fill the vacancies in the Courts of Common
Pleas and Orphans’ Courts in the Counties of New Castle and
Sussex

;
whose names were taken down for the consideration of

the members of both Houses.

On motion.

Resolved, That the two Houses now separate, and meet again,

in the State House, at 10 o’clock to-morrow morning, to ballot

for persons to supply the above mentioned vacancies out Of the

persons now put in nomination.

Then the Council withdrew.

On motion,

Resolved, That the following verbal message be sent from the

Council to the House of Assembly, viz :

Gentleme^i

:

The Council' desire to see the several messages presented to

the General Assembly this session by the President, in order that

they may be able to judge of the business necessary to be done.

Mr. McDonough is appointed to deliver the above message

;

who, being returned, reported the delivery according to order.

On motion, by order.

The bill for ascertaining the per diem wages of the members
of the General Assembly, was read the third time, by para-

graphs, and agreed to by the Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk deliver the same to the House of
Assembly for their consideration.

Mr. Molleston, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

77



qod :r-k al’ATa hhawajeo 3ht -

bjsd •Siiilj jifthd ,»9)tmimo^ ^rfT •

.‘•idl lm9vibf>'b:m' ,y;jn*>lb:^x3 md tu-s

-RiT nl , exiw iisbio oJ :j^fiibioo3)L> jusHj oj &;i3tint

«io itV? blaow 9 if tcrfi ys» oj ,hm
,

,
, .

.... .yblcib

-aiq b»jif *'{icfmmA k‘i9a*iiD adi /»: la^brnt*^

3C? aop»i9q ar Juq oj tsrb ibiw

-na 9ff$ tol' a«s'i^noD o3 petSB nidi X!v>tI «i; lolbijlolkd

mtmmD lo >jwo71l 9di ni f>d1 !fd 01 bne ^nifJ^

ba*i W‘^VI iy ^luwoD ^ds ni cUuaD *ani,i^iO umi

)a fiO!i.': abl?^noo t^di 10} f*wob fta^if-i «fn/i/« 7?offv;
‘

.r jstioH fb xi to ^i9»Jm9rn sd)

'• ,fiobooi nO

,©3jsm|9e won eoawoH owj ^ds ir,dT (V.'^W'sS^

JolU^d oj j^ftknom 'wo'i70m-oJ doob>'o oi ,otfuoH st/ac^ ti^fh 2;ni

SfL 'to -.irio pt>;onfi3ii7 I>'iaoU»it»m *^vodfi €td3 of Bnomq' loi

jtouuumOit w t«q won auDHi?xj

; ,W9ibd'ii'^ iiotiouD n^illV

'

' ,(iOdocn uO

3di tucii '5kI TS|2;3«3m b)cN»v ^aiwoHoi^ »d) tmlT ,V»’n's\w9l
^

: sjv .yklif.'DaaA V) ^ano'fl 9dJ 0 ) Ii'jfiuo'3

o) linw:-* 5;i3 jm o3 mw^l) liotwoD ^»d'T

a»dt 'lS^blo r*:! sdj '^(5 nolatM aids 'jkbfitss^ci A ^

sd.t

.^•rjob oif Mi xi7,a*59o?.Mi g?^>ci!rud 9di k> n;gbot vit idu'i* if<! Xi;wi y^dJ

j
5>v.;>di -lovibb oi boJfiioqqi' ?i djimouc/BM

.ishio 01 gnIbioxMi -•fjtwihb ftdii d>»aird^ji

'<d ,nobont r.3
'

» , .
'

tnsKffnsxn ^uU io m^ib *imi mil gnHdjKttoot'j; lol II?d-‘>^dT

-fciiRq yd ^>di bi)»i ,y^<•i^^S'^i^^^;A Ifr?, :>ti’?^«;> ' 3j13 to

-liM!iu</> od^> .yd 01 bn» *«!dqc'sg

^o 9dJjaH OJ! iumm. $*dl t9*/ibb dk/i .nM Ji^dT >7-t*^V7:0

j-joh.o»i.dK«(>:). 1 ! jd'i “lol yidrr.ije?

A

qtl> bas bMJmzb^ mw ,yIdrri9«aA ‘io u ,rfoteaUoM .tM



6io MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

livered to the Chair the several messages presented this session

by the President, dated the 12th and 25th January, and the ist

and 7th of this instant, with the papers therein referred to, agree*

able to the request of the Council contained in their verbal mes-
sage of this forenoon.

The same member also delivered a petition to the General As-
sembly in behalf of Charles Gordon, pray^ing permission to return

from New York to this State, accofnpanied with a letter from Jos.

Nicholson respecting Mr. Gordon.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the several pa-

pers and proceedings of the Court of Admiralty of the State of

New Jersey, respecting the removal of a vessel called the General
Clinton, from Mispillion Creek, in this State, into New Jersey, by
James Pollock and others.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a petition from
John Lewden, praying leave to bring in a bill to alter the l^st

course of the road leading from New Castle to Christiana village,

with a bill for that purpose entitled “A further supplementary act

to the act entitled ‘An act for the better regulation of the roads
in New Castle County.’

The same member also delivered a resolution of the House of

Assembly respecting an adjournment of the present sessions to

Monday, the 19th day of March next.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, A. M., February loth, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members.

Mr. Polk now reported the delivery of the bill for ascertaining

the per diem wages of the members of the General Assembly,
&c., to the House of Assembly, according to the order of yes-

terday.

Mr. Houston, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

«
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livered to the Chair a bill for protecting the trade of the Delaware
bay and river

;
and informed the Council that the House of As-

sembly are ready to receive them in the State House for the

purpose of balloting for persons as Delegates from this State to

Congress for the ensuing year; and also for a Chief Justice of the
Court of Common Pleas and Orphans* Court for the County of
New Castle, and a fourth Justice of the said Courts for the County
of Sussex, agreeable to the order of the day.

Then the Council, agreeable to the order of the day, met the

House of Assembly, in the State House, to ballot for persons to

supply the above mentioned places out of the persons before put
in nomination. /

Then the General Assembly proceeded to ballot for persons as

Delegates from this State to Congress for the ensuing year, apd
the ballots being examined it appeared that Thomas Rodney,
Thomas McKean, and Nicholas Vandyke, Esquires, wegs de-

clared duly elected.

On motion,

Ordered, That Mr. McDonough, Mr. Duff, and Mr. Peery he
a committee to wait on his Excellency, the President, and inform
him that the General Assembly have met in the State House for

the purpose of electing persons to supply the place of a Chief
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court for

the County of New Castle, and of a fourth Justice of the said

Courts for the County of Sussex, and request his attendance at

such election, if he thinks proper.

The committee, being returned, reported that they had waited
on the President with the message committed to them according
to order, when his Excellency was pleased, in answer, to say that

he would attend the General Assembly immediately.

The President attended, and proceeded with the General As-
sembly to ballot for persons to supply the said vacancies in the

Courts of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Court in the Counties of

New Castle and Sussex.

Previous to the said balloting, on motion of Mr. Read,

Resolved, That the place of Chief Justice for the County of

New Castle be supplied by the second Justice of the said Courts,
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and that the second, third and fourth Justices of the same Courts
rise in the same progressive order, the one supplying the vacancy
occasioned by the removal of the other

;

Whereupon, the box containing the ballots being examined, it

appeared that James Latimer, Esq., the present second Justice of

the said Courts, was declared duly elected Chief Justice thereof;

and John Thompson, Abraham Robinson, and Richard Cantwell
Esquires, were declared duly elected second, third, and fourth

Justices of the same Courts for the County of New Castle
;
and

it also appeared tliat John Clowes, Esq., was declared duly
elected the fourth Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and
Orphans’ Court for the County of Sussex.

Then the President withdrew, and the two Houses separated.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the bill for protecting the trade of the

Delaware bay and river, was read the first time.

By special order, the .s.ime was read a second time and re-

ferred to a committee of three, to report thereon forthwith.

The members chosen ; Mr. Patterson, Mr. Cook, and Mr.
Clowes.

On motion, by order.

The several messages presented this session by the President

to the General Assembly, were now read the first time.

On motion, by order.

The petition in behalf of Charles Gordon, and the letter from
Joseph Nicholson, respecting Mr. Gordon, were severally read the

first time.
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Ordered, That Mr. Polk return to the House of Assembly the

several messages from the President to the General Assembly,
presented this session, and the several papers relative thereto,

except Mr. Nicholson’s letter and the petition in behalf of Charles

Gordon, and that he deliver the following verbal message from
the Council, viz :

Gentlemen

:

The Council, from the want of time and a variety of business

now before them, return the several messages presented to the

General Assembly by the President, together with the several

papers relative thereto, except a letter from Mr. Nicholson and
the petition in behalf of Charles Gordon.

The committee to whom was referred the bill for protecting the

trade of the Delaware bay and river, now reported as their opi*n-

ion that the same may pass.
•

Whereupon the same was read the third time, by paragraphs,
and will pass.

Ordered also, That Mr. Polk return the said bill to the House
of Assembly.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Mr. Young, a member of the House of Assembly, was admitted
and delivered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly
to draw an order on the State Treasurer in favor of William Mif-

lan for the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, together with another
resolution to draw an order on the State Treasurer in favor of the
said William Millan for the sum of twenty thousand dollars.

On motion, by order,

The petition of John Lewden, and the bill founded thereon,
were read the first time.

By special order, the same were read a second time and re-

ferred to a committee of three, to view the premises, and report
their proceedings thereon at their next meeting.

The members chosen : Mr. McDonough, Mr. Patterson, and
Mr. Cantwell.
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j

On motion, by order,

I

The resolution of the House of Assembly empowering the

j

the Speakers of the two Houses of the General Assembly to

: draw an order on the State Treasurer in favor of William Millan
i for fifteen thousand dollars, was read the first time.
I

By special order, the same was read a second time and con-

curred in, and is as follows, viz :

“ In THE House OF Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., February 10, 1781.

,

“ On motion,

''Resolved, That the Speakers of the two Houses of the Gen-
i

“eral Assembly draw an order on the State Treasurer in favor
“ of William Millan, Receiver of Supplies for New Castle County,
“ for the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, the said William Millan

“to account with the General Assembly for the same.

“ Extract from the minutes. For JAS. BOOTH, *

“ Sent for concurrence. WILLIAM PEERY.

On motion, by order,

The resolution empow'ering the Speakers of the two Houses to

draw an order on the State Treasurer in favor of the same Wil-
liam Millan for the sum of twenty thousand dollars, was read the

^ first time.

By special order, the san;e was read the second time and con-

curred in, and is as follows, viz : j

I

“In the House of Assembly,

;

' “ Saturday, P. M., February loth, 1781.

“On motion,

^ "Resolved, That the Speakers of the two Houses of the Gen-
“ eral Assembly draw an. order on the State Treasurer in favor of

“William Millan, Receiver of Supplies for New Castle County,
“for the sum of twenty thousand dollars, to enable him to pro-

“cure barrels for fiour now on hand; the sum thus drawn for to

“be replaced in the Treasury by New Castle County, if not ah
" ready provided for by an extra su[)ply of provisions by the said

)

f
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“county, and the said William Millan to account for the expen-
“ diture thereof with the General Assembly.

“ Extract from the minutes. ForJAS. BOOTH, Cl^ k.

‘
‘ Sent for concurrence. WILLIAM PEERY. ’

’

Adjourned till next Monday morning at 10 o’clock.

Monday, A. M., February 12th, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messra
McDonough and Baning.

•

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return to the House of Assembly
the two resolutions empowering the Speakers of the two Houses
to draw orders on the State Treasurer in favor of William Millan

for the respective sums of fifteen thousand and twenty thousand
dollars, with the concurrence of the Council severally thereto. .

*

On motion.

Resolved, That the Speakers of the two Houses of the Gen-
eral Assembly draw an order on the State Treasurer in favor of

Isaac Carty, Receiver of Supplies for Kent County, for the sum
of ten thousand dollars, to enable him to procure barrels for flour

now on hand; the sum thus drawn for to be replaced in the Trea-
sury by Kent County, if not already provided for by an extra

supply of provisions by the said county, and the said Isaac Carty
to account for the expenditure thereof with the General Assembly.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed and sent, with the two
foregoing resolutions, to the House of Assembly for their consid-

eration and concurrence, by Mr. Conwell.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery of the said papers
according to order.

On motion, by order,

The bill for stating the accounts of the several Loan Offices
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6i6 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF

was read the second time and referred to Messrs. Clowes, Cant-
well, and Cook, to report thereon.

The committee to whom the foregoing bill was referred, now
reported some amendments thereto; which were read, agreed to,

and ordered to be transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Patterson return the foregoing bill, with

the transcribed amendments, to the House of Assembly for con-

currence.

Mr. Patterson reported the delivery thereof according to order.

The Council now put in nomination persons for a Privy Coun-
cellor, in the room of Eleazar McComb, Esquire, whose seat is

become vacant by rotation, when several persons were named for

consideration, to be balloted for in the afternoon.

Adjourned till 4 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met, and proceeded, agreeable to the order of the

day, to ballot for a Privy Councillor, in the room of Eleazar Mc-
Comb, Esq., out of the persons before put in nomination, and it

> appeared, upon examining the ballots, that Isaac Griffith was de-

clared duly electeil.

Mr. Young, a member of Assembly, was admitted and returned

,

to the Chair the bill for ascertaining the per diem wages of the

i

members of the General Assembly of the Delaware State, and for

other purposes therein mentioned, with the following resolution

of the House of Assembly thereon, viz :

^ “In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, A. M., Feb. 12, 1781.

“On motion for a second reading of the bill entitled ‘An act

“for ascertaining the per diem wages of the members of the

“General Assembly of the Delaware State, and for other pur-
“ poses therein mentioned,’
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‘

^Resolved, That the same,, being a money bill for the support
“ of Government, ought to have originated in the House of As-
“ sembly, agreeable to the sixth section of the Constitution of
“ this State, and that House cannot proceed upon the bill afore-

“said.

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Crk of Assembly:'

The same member iilso delivered to the Chair a bill in lieu of

the preceding, entitled “An act for ascertaining the allowance tp

members of the General Assembly, and for other purposes.”

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time.

The same was read a third time, by paragraphs, and will pass.

Ordered, That the foregoing bill be returned to the House of

Assembly, agreed to l^y the Council, by Mr. Polk.

Who, being returned, reported the delivery thereof according
to order.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of that House for accelerating the

collection of the public taxes, and a resolution for stating public

accounts.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution

respecting the payment of certificates, &c.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution

respecting supplies to be purchased in the respective Counties

of this State, and also a resolution directing the mode of pay-
ment in the Treasury.

On motion, by order, the foregoing resolutions were severally

read the first time.

By special order, the resolution for accelerating the collection

of the public taxes, v as read the second time and concurred in,

and is in these words, viz :

78
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“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, Feb. 12, 1781.

“On motion,

‘

'Resolved, That the President be requested to order the At-
“ torney General to commence suits immediately on the bonds
“of such Treasurers as have not performed the duties required
“of them respectively by law, and also, upon the second day of
“April next, to commence suits on the bonds of such Collectors

“as shall not by that day have collected their respective quotas
“of the public taxes now due and paid the same to the Treasurer
“of their County

;
and that copies of this resolve be forthwith

“transmitted to the President or Commander-in-Chief and the

“respective Treasurers within this State, and that the County
“Treasurers respectively, as soon as may be after the receipt of

“such copies, make out and transmit duplicate copies to each
'

“ Collector of his County.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CVk of AssemblyR •

On motion, by order,

The resolutionTor stating public accounts was read the second
time, concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, Feb. 12, 1781.

"Resolved, That William Peery, Esq., be and hereby is ap-

“ pointed to settle and state all the accounts between this State

“and the United States, and that for effectually executing this
‘

‘ resolution he be empowered to call for books and papers relat-

“ ing to the said accounts which have come to the hands of any
“person or persons in public office

;
that he make his report to

‘
‘ the General Assembly as soon as may be, returning therewith

“as many original vouchers as can be procured, and where such
“cannot be procured, returning authentic copies, or other the
‘

‘ best documents that can be obtained, indorsing and arranging
‘

‘ them in regular order.

“That the said William Peery be allowed one hundred pounds.
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“ in the bills to be emitted on the credit of this State, for perform-
“ ing the duties required by this resolve.

On motion, by order,

The resolution respecting the payment of certificates was read
the second time, concurred in, and is as follows, viz :

Resolved^ That no directions be given by the State Treasurei;

“to the Treasurers of the respective Counties of this State, or

“any of them, to receive and discharge the receipts, notes,» or
‘

‘ certificates, mentioned in an act entitled ‘An act for the pay-
“ ment and discharge of divers receipts, notes, or certificates in

“ the hands of inhabitants of this State, issued by Francis Wa'de,
‘

‘ Esq.
,
Deputy Quartermaster-General within this State for the

“Continental Army, and his agents or assistants, for forage and
‘

‘ other articles furnished by them to the said department for the
“ public service,’ until he receive the further orders of the Gen-
‘

‘ eral Assembly for that purpose.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
* “ Sent for concurrence. Cl^ k of Assembly''

On motion, by order,

The resolution respecting the purchasing supplies in the res-,

pective Counties, &c.
,
was read the second time and concurred

in, and is as follows, viz :

''Resolved, That the Receivers of Supplies in the respective

“Counties of this State, and every of them, forbear all further

“ purchasing or issuing of certificates by virtue of the act entitled
“ ‘An act for procuring an immediate supply of provisions within

“ Extract from the minutes.

“ Sent for concurrence.

JAS. BOOTH,
Cl' k of Assembly."

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, Feb. 12, 1781.

“ In the House of Assembly,
“ Monday, Feb. 12, 1781.
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“this State for the Army of the United States of America, and
“for other purposes therein mentioned.’

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly.^'

On motion, by order.

The resolutions directing the mode of payment in the Treasury
were read the second time and concurred in, and are as follows,

viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, Feb. 12, 1781.
‘

‘ On motion,

'^Resolvedy That all drafts made or to be made by the General
“Assembly upon the Treasury shall be paid by the State Trea- \

“surer in order, according to the priority of their respective

“dates, unless by special directions of the General Assembly
‘

‘ some of a later date be preferred to others of an earlier date
;

“and that at the end of every session the Clerk of the House of
“ Assembly deliver to the said Treasurer an abstract of all drafts
‘

‘ made during that session and copies of all special directions for
‘

‘ preferences aforesaid,

“That the drafts in favor of George Craghead, Esq., Clothier-
“ General, for fifty-five thousand dollars, and the order drawn by
“the Speakers of the two Houses of the General Assembly to

“enable the State Treasurer to apply eighty-five thousand dol-
“ lars in the purchase of specie for an advance of pay to th^
“officers of the Delaware Regiment; the draft in favor of Wil-
“ liam Millan for twenty thousand dollars, and another in favor

“of the same for fifteen thousand dollars, and the draft in favor

“of Isaac Carty for ten thousand dollars, to be paid and applied

“by the State Treasurer, one after the other as they are men-
‘

‘ tioned in the resolve, in preference to any draft heretofore
“ made by the General Assembly or the President.

^'Resolved, That the State Treasurer withhold all further pay-
“ ments of the two-thirds of the public tax to the Continental
“Treasury by virtue of the act entitled ‘An act for furnishing

“supplies within this State for the Army of the United States for
“ the ensuing campaign.’

“ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, Cr k of AssemblyR
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Ordered, That Mr. Cook return to the House of Assembly
the several foregoing resolutions, respectively concurred in by
the Council.

Mr. Cook, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a resolution for affixing the Great Seal to the several

bills passed this session, together with the said bills therein men-
tioned, respectively engrossed and signed by the Speaker of the

House of Assembly, in order that the said bills may be signed by
the Speaker of the Council.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution for

the adjournment of the General Assembly to Dover
;
and al^o

returned the resolution of the Council empowering the Speakers
of the two Houses to draw an order on the State Treasurer in

favor of Isaac Carty for ten thousand dollars, concurred in by the

House of Assembly.

On motion, by order, the several bills above mentioned were
read and compared, and directed to be signed by the Speaker ;

which was accordingly done.

O

On motion, by order.

The resolution for affixing the Great Seal to the foregoing bills

was read and concurred in, and is as follows, viz

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, Feb. 12, 1781.

“ On motion.

Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

“the Great Seal of this State to the following laws, viz :

1. “An act for calling out of circulation and cancelling the
quota of this State, according to the present apportionment, of
all the Bills of Credit emitted by Congress, and for emitting and
funding new bills, according to the resolutions of Congress of the
1 8th day of March last, and for other purposes

2. “An act for the protection of the trade of this State on the
River and Bay of Delaware ’
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3. “An act to recruit the Regiment of this State now in the

I

service of the United States

! 4. “An act for stating the accounts of the several Loan Offices

I

and of Commissioners into whose hands any public monies have

I

come by virtue of laws passed under the former Government, and
for repealing part of an act entitled ‘An act for the appointment
of Trustees of the General Loan Offices in the respective Counties
of this State

“

5. “An act for ascertaining the allowance to members of the

General Assembly, and for other purposes.”

“ Extfact from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, CV k of Assemblyy
On motion, by order,

The resolution respecting the adjournment of the General As-
sembly to Dover, was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read a second time, and some
amendments were proposed, agreed to, and ordered to be trans-

: cribed.

Ordered, That the several foregoing bills, and the resolution

for afiixing the Great Seal to the same, respectively signed by
the Speaker of the Council, be returned to the House of Assem-
bly by Mr. Polk, together with the resolution respecting the ad-

journment to Dover, and the proposed amendments thereto.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery ofthe foregoing

papers according to order.

;

Ordered, That the Speaker sign a joint order in favor of Jo-
' seph Hazzard and Levin Derrickson for the sum of one hundred

pounds
;
which was done.

^ Mr. Clark, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the resolution respecting the adjournment to Dover,
with the amendments proposed thereto by the Council acceded
by the House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a message from
the President to the General Assembly, inclosing two acts of
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Congress of the 3d and 7th instant, and a circular letter of the

8th from the President of Congress to the President of this State.

On motion, by order,

The resolution of the House of Assembly respecting the ad-

journment of the General Assembly to Dover, was read, as

amended, and concurred in, and is in these words, viz

:

“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, P. M., Feb. 12, 1781.

“On motion,

'"Resolved, That the General Assembly of this State will meet
“at the Town of Lewes, in the County of Sussex, on the day to

“which the present sessions may be adjourned, and there sit to
“ transact the public business. <

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH, «

“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of AssemblyR

Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return the same to the House of
Assembly, concurred in by the Council.

#

Mr. Conwell, being returned, reported . the delivery thereof

according to order.

On motion.

Resolved, That Messrs. Patterson, Baning, and Cantwell be a

committee to consider and report on the accounts brought in at

this present meeting, which have not yet been allowed, and that

the Speaker draw orders for the payment of the accounts already
allowed.

Whereupon the following accounts, brought in for the traveling

charges of the members, and other incidental expenses incurred
at the present meetii^, were allowed, and orders were accordingly
drawn on the State Treasurer for the payment of the same, and
signed by the Speaker, viz :

To John Baning, Esquire, for the traveling charges of
himself and Messrs. Cook and Collins, , f 176 o o

Carriedforward. £ 176 o o
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Brought over, 176 o o

To John Clowes, Esquire, for the traveling charges of
himself and Messrs. William Polk and William
Conwell, 641 12 6

To Benjamin Vining, Clerk of the Council, .... 860 19 9
To William Scott, for wood furnished the Council, . 131 50
To Thomas Titus, for his attendance on the Council,

&c., 60 o o

/1869 17 3

Adjourned till to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, A. M., February 13th, 1781.

The Council met. Present all the members, except Messr^.

McDonough, Clowes, Conwell, and Polk.

The committee to whom the accounts of this meeting were re-

ferred, now reported as their opinion that the following accounts
be allowed, viz ;

To John Stockton, for boarding Mr. Conwell, . . £ 417 15 o
To Mrs. Esther Mackey, for boarding Mr. Collins, 555 5 o
To Mrs. Margaret Bail, for boarding divers of the

members and feeding their horses, 20,741 126

/2i,7i4 12 6

Which report being agreed to.

Ordered, That the Speaker draw orders on the State Treasurer
in favor of the above mentioned persons for the sum annexed to

their respective names.

Whereupon the said orders were accordingly drawn and signed
by the Speaker.

Then the Council adjourned to the 28th day of May next, to

meet at the Town of Lewes, in Sussex County.
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VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

'

COUNCIL OF THE DELAWARE STATE.

ADJOURNED SESSION, JUNE, 1781.

At a meeting of the Council, at the Town of Lewes, in Sussex
County, by adjournment, on Monday, the 28th day of May,
Anno Domini, 1781, a sufficient number of the members to form
an House not attending, the Council adjourned from day to day
until Tuesday, the fifth day of June, 1781.

Tuesday, P. M., June 5th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the following members, viz :

For New Castle County—Mr. Cantwell, Mr. McDonough.

For Kent County—The Hon. Thomas Collins, Mr. Baning.

For Sussex Comity—Mr. Polk, Mr. Conwell.

On motion, by order,

The President’s message to the General Assembly, of the 12th

of February last, delivered at their last meeting, inclosing two
acts of Congress of the 3d and 7th of the same month, recom-
mending to the several States to invest Congress with a power to
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levy certain imposts therein mentioned, and also the circular let-

ter from the President of Congress of the 8th of February, were
severally read the first time, and the said message is as follows,

viz :

‘
‘ Gentlemen of the General Assembly

:

‘
‘ Having this moment received a circular letter from the Pre-

“ sident of Congress^ with two acts of that honorable body,
“recommending to the several States to yest in Congress a

“ power to levy, for the use of the United States, certain imposts
‘

‘ in the said acts mentioned, I have directed the Secretary to lay
“ the same before your Honors for your consideration.

“New Castle, 12th Feb., 1781. CAESAR RODNEY."

On motion, by order.

The petition in behalf of Charles Gordon, for leave to returji

from New York to this State, and Mr. Nicholson’s letter, deliv-

ered at the last meeting, were now read a second time.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Wednesday, June 6th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., June 7th, 1781,

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Mr. Clowes.

Messrs. Cantwell and McDonough, two of the committee ap-

pointed at the last meeting to view the premises mentioned in tne

petition of John Leuden and report thereon at the present sitting
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of the Council, now begged a further time to view the same and
report their proceedings thereon

;
which was granted. Where-

upon they are indulged for this purpose until the next meeting
of the Council.

On motion, by order,

The President’s message of the 12th February last, and the

papers referred to therein, were read a second time.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes return the same to the House of

Assembly, and inform them that as the said acts of Congress
respect the levying of money, it would be inconsistent with the

Constitution for the Council to act thereon in the first instance.

Mr. Clowes, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-

cording to order. »

Mr. Duff, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a bill to aid the discontinuance of the process in the

Court of Quarter Sessions of Kent County
;
which, by order, was

read the first time.

By special order, the same was read a second time, and re-

ferred to Mr. Clowes, Mr. McDonough, and Mr. Cantwell, to

report thereon in the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

The committee appointed to report upon the bill to aid the
discontinuance of the process in the Court of Quarter Sessions
in the County of Kent, now report as their opinion that the same
may pass.

Whereupon the same was read a third time, by paragraphs,
and will pass.
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Ordered, That Mr. Conwell return the same to the House of

Assembly, and inform them that the Council have agreed thereto.

Mr. Conwell reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at lo o’clock.

Friday, A. M., June 8th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-

livered to the Chair a bill for raising forty-five thousand dollars^

in specie or supplies, for the service of the year 1781, by a gen-
eral tax, with two circular letters of the 23d March and the 24th

May, 1781, from the President of Congress, and the several acts

of Congress therein referred to, on the subject of supplies.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill, and papers accom-
panying the same, were read the first time. *

By special order, the same were read the second time
;
and

thereupon, on motion.

Resolved, That this House resolve itself into a grand committee
of the whole to consider of the same bill and the accompanying
papers.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Conwell took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

Mr. Conwell reported from the committee that they had made
considerable progress in the business referred to them, and de-

sired leave to sit again in the afternoon.

Mr. Young, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly respect-

ing the adjournment of the present session.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and proceeded, in a grand committee of the

whole, in the consideration of the bill for raising forty-five thou-

sand dollars in specie or supplies, for the service of the year 1781,

by a general tax.

Mr. Speaker left the Chair.

Mr. Conwell took the Chair of the Committee.

Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.

Mr. Conwell reported <from the committee that they had prol-

posed sundry amendments to the said bill
;
which were taken

into consideration, agreed to, and ordered to be transcribed.
*

Mr. Barratt, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a bill to dispose of sundry .supplies in Sussex
County

;
which, by order, was read the first time.

Ordered^ That Mr. Cantwell return to the House of Assembly
the bill for raising forty-five thousand dollars in specie, &c., with

the amendments proposed thereto by the Council, and the circu-

lar letters and acts of Congress accompanying the said bill.

' Mr. Cantwell reported the delivery of the foregoing papers ac-

cording to order.

On motion, by order.

The bill to dispose of sundry supplies in Sussex County, was
read the second time, and sundry amendments were proposed

;

which, being read and agreed to, were ordered to be transcribed.

Ordered^ That Mr. McDonough wait on the House of Assem-
bly with the foregoing bill and proposed amendments.

Mr. McDonough reported the delivery thereof according to

order.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and returned
to the Council the amendments proposed by them to the bill for
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raising forty-five thousand dollars in specie, &c., generally dis-

agreed to by the House of Assembly, except as to a part of their

fourth amendment, and their fifth and sixth amendments.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Saturday, A. M., June 9th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

The Council now reconsidered the amendments proposed by
them to the bill for raising forty-five thousand dollars in specie, <

&c., and disagreed to by the House of Assembly, and after some
time spent therein, the further consideration was postponed. •

Adjourned till Monday morning at 10 o’clock.

Monday, June ii, 1781. .

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday,

except Messrs. Polk and Conwell.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and resumed the consideration of their amend-
ments to the bill for raising forty-five thousand dollars in specie,

&c., and receded from such of their amendments thereto as were
disagreed to by the House of Assembly, and proposed some fur-
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ther amendments to the same bill
;
which, being agreed to, were

ordered to be transcribed and sent to the House of Assembly,
with the said bill and first amendments, by Mr. Baning, for their

consideration and concurrence.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., June 12th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday,

and also Messrs. Polk and Conwell.

Mr. Baning now reported the delivery of the several papers
committed to him according to the order of yesterday. \

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M. ^

Eodem Die, P. M. /
The Council met and adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10

o’clock.

Wednesday, A. M., June 13, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Thursday, A. M., June 14th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
80
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• Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Duff, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the bill for raising forty-five thousand dollars in

specie, &c., with the further amendments proposed thereto by
the Council acceded to by the House of Assembly, and some
amendments proposed thereto on the part of the House of As-
sembly.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a supplementary
bill to the act entitled “An act for calling out of circulation and
cancelling the quota of this State, according to the present ap-

portionment, of all the Bills of Credit emitted by Congress, and
for emitting and funding new bills, according to the resolutions

of Congress of the eighteenth day of March last, and for other

purposes.”

On motion, by order,

The bill for raising forty-five thousand dollars in specie, &c.,

with the amendments proposed thereto by the Council and ac-

ceded to by the House of Assembly and made therein, and also

the amendments proposed by the House of Assembly to the same
bill, were read, and the said amendments were ap^reed to by the

Council, and ordered to be returned, together with the said bill,

to the House of Assembly, by Mr. Conwell.

On motion, by order,

The supplementary bill to the act entitled “An act for calling

out of circulation and cancelling the quota of this State, according
to the present apportionment, of all the Bills of Credit emitted by
Congress, &c.,” was read the first time.

On motion of Mr. McDonough, for leave to bring in a bill, by
way of supplement to the act entitled “An act for regulating and
establishing fees,” the same was granted

;
whereupon a bill for

that purpose was laid on the table, and, by order, read the first

time.

Adjourned till 8 o’clock to-morrow morning.
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Friday, A. M., June 15th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

On motion, by order,

The supplementary bill to the act entitled “An act for calling

out of circulation, <&c.,“ was read the second time.

On motion, by order,

The bill by way of supplement to the act entitled “An act for

regulating and establishing fees,” was read a second time,

Mr. Conwell now reported the delivery of the several papers
committed to him according to the order of yesterday.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M,

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

On motion, by order, the supplementary bill to the act entitled

“An act for calling out of circulation, &c.,” was read the third

time, by paragraphs, and will pass.

On motion, by order.

The bill by way of supplement to the act entitled
‘ ‘An act for

regulating and establishing fees,
’

’ was read the third time, by
paragraphs, and passed the Council.

Ordered^ That Mr. Cantwell deliver the two foregoing bills to

the House of Assembly.

Mr. Cantwell reported the delivery thereof according to order.

Adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning..
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I

I

I Saturday, A. M., June 16, 1781.

I

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

' Mr. Young, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a bill for expediting the march of the recruits

for the Delaware Regiment.

On motion, by order, the foregoing bill was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and post-

• poned for further consideration until the afternoon.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met and resumed the consideration of the bill for

expediting the march of the recruits for the Delaware Regiment,
and proposed an amendment thereto

;
which, being agreed to,

was ordered to be transcribed.

Ordered, That Mr. Clowes wait on the House of Assembly
" with the foregoing bill and transcribed amendment, for concur-

rence.

Mr. Clowes, being returned, reported that he had waited on
the House of Assembly with the above papers according to order.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair an additional supplementary bill to the Militia

act, together with the resolutions of the House of Assembly di-

^ recting that the first class of the Militia hold themselves in readi-

ness to march, and for procuring arms.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a petition, signed
by a majority of the owners of the Mill Creek Meadows, in New
Castle County, with a bill founded thereon, entitled “A supple-

mentary bill to the act entitled ‘An act to enable the owners and

!

I
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possessors of a certain tract of meadow, marsh and cripple, on
both sides of Mill Creek, below the Town of New Castle, to keep
the banks, dams and sluices in repair, and to raise a fund to de-

fray the expense thereof, passed on the twenty-fourth day of

March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
seventy;’ ” the original act of the said 24th March, 1770; the

report of the committee of the House of Assembly respecting the
said banks, and an order to view the allotments thereof.

The same member also delivered to the Chair the bill for ex-

pediting the march of the recruits for the Delaware Regiment,
with the amendment proposed thereto by the Council disagreed
to by the House of Assembly.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a message from
the President to the General Assembly, of the 7th instant, inclos-

ing three letters from the President of Congress, of the ist and
2d instant, and an act of Congress of the 31st ultimo.

On motion, by order.

The additional supplementary bill to the Militia act, was i*ead

the first time.

The Council now took into consideration the amendment pro-
posed by them, and disagreed to by the House of Assembly, to

the bill for expediting the march of the recruits for the Delaware
Regiment, and after some time spent thereon receded therefrom;
whereupon the said bill was read by paragraphs and will pass.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return the said bill and amendment
to the House of Assembly, and inform them that the Council
have receded from their said amendment and have agreed to the
said bill, and that he also return the President’s message, and its

inclosures, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. Polk reported that he had waited on the House of Assem-
bly with the above papers, according to order.

On motion, by order.

The resolutions directing the first class of the Militia to hold
themselves in readiness to march on the shortest notice, was read
the first time.

Adjourned till Monday next at 9 o’clock.
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Monday, A. M., June i8th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members as on Saturday.

On motion, by order.

The additional supplementary bill to the Militia act, was read

the second time and postponed for consideration until this after-

noon.

On motion, by order.

The supplementary bill to the act entitled “An act to enable

the owners and possessors of a certain tract of meadow, marsh

'

and cripple on both sides of Mill Creek, below the Town of New
Castle, to keep the banks, dams and sluices in repair, and to raise

a fund to defray the expense thereof, &c.,“ and the papers rela-

tive thereto, were read the first time.

By special order, the said bill was read the second time, by
paragraphs, and will pass.

Ordered^ That Mr. Conwell return the foregoing bill, together
with the petition and other papers relative thereto, to the House
of Assembly, and inform them that the Council have agreed to

the same bill.

Mr. Conwell reported the delivery of the above papers accord-

ing to order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.
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Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.

Mr. Waples, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly, notify-

ing their intention to adjourn this evening, with a resolution for

adjourning the present sessions to Dover, of the present instant

;

which, by order, were read.

The Council now resumed the consideration of the additional

supplenientary bill to the Militia act, and agreed to sundry
amendments to the said bill, which were ordered to be trans-

cribed and sent, with the said bill, to the House of Assembly, fof

their consideration and concurrence, by Mr. McDonough.

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly respecting the ad-

journment of the General Assembly to Dover, was read the.

second time and concurred in, and is as follows, viz

:

“In the House of Assembly, A. M., June 18, 1781.

""Resolved, That the General Assembly of this State meet at

“the Town of Dover, in the County of Kent, on the day to

“which the present session may be adjourned, and there sit for

“the transaction of public business.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CVk of Assembly

R

Ordered, That Mr. McDonough return the same to the House
of Assembly, with the concurrence of the Council thereto.

Mr. McDonough now reported the delivery of the several pa-

pers given in charge to him according to order.

Mr. Duff, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly for affixing

the Great Seal to six bills passed this session, together with the

said bills respectively compared and signed by the Speaker of the
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House of Assembly, in order that the same may be compared and
signed by the Speaker of the Council.

The same member also delivered to the Chair a resolution for

appropriating the sum of five hundred and fifty pounds to the

discharge of a public debt contracted by Henry Neill, and also a

resolution for ascertaining the amount of certificates for supplies

furnished the Commissary’s or Quartermaster’s Departments in

the respective Counties for the use of the Continent.

On motion, by order.

The resolutions directing that the first class of the Militia hold
themselves in readiness to march, and for procuring arms, were
read the second time and concurred in, and are as follows, viz :

“In the House of Assembly,

“Saturday, P. M., June 16, 1781. «

“On motion,

^'‘Resolved, That the President be requested to issue his orders

“forthwith directing that the first class of the Militia, as they
“stand classed in the Militia law, hold themselves in readiness
“ to march on the shortest notice to such place or places, as the
“ Commander-iurChief of the Continental Army shall direct,
‘

‘ within the States, as directed by the aforesaid law.

Resolved also, That he be requested to write to the Board of
“ War, informing them that this State have it not in their power
“ to arm, equip, and accoutre the regiment of Militia required of
“them by Congress, in their resolution of the 31st of May, and
“that he request the said Board of War to lend this State as
“ many arms and accoutrements as will be necessary for the pur-
‘

‘ pose aforesaid.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH, ^

“ Sent for concurrence. CVk of Assembly^ '

On motion, by order,

The resolution of the House of Assembly for affixing the Great
Seal to the laws passed this session, was read the first time.

On motion, by order.
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The resolution of the House of Assembly for appropriating the
sum of five hundred and fifty pounds to the discharge of a debt
contracted by Henry Neill, was read the first time.

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly for ascertaining the

amount of certificates for supplies furnished the Commissary’s or
Quartermaster’s Departments in the respective Counties of this

State for the use of the Continent, was read the first time.

Ordered, That Mr. Polk return to the House of Assembly the

resolutions directing that the first class of the Militia hold them-
selves in readiness to march, and for procuring arms, with the

concurrence of the Council thereto.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereof accord-

ing to order.
#

On motion, by order,

The resolution for affixing the Great Seal to the laws passed
this session, was read the second time and concurred in, and is

in these words, viz :

“ In the House of Assembly,
“Monday, P. M., June 18, 1781.

“ On motion,

^'Resolved, That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

“ the Great Seal of this State to the following laws, viz

:

1. “A supplementary act to the act entitled ‘An act to enable

the owners and possessors of a certain tract of meadow, marsh
and cripple on both sides of Mill Creek, below the Tpwn of New
Castle, to keep the banks, dams and sluices in repair, and to raise

a fund to defray the expense thereof, ’ passed on the twenty-fourth

day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hun-
dred and seventy

;’ ’

2. “A supplementary act to the act entitled ‘An act for calling

out of circulation and cancelling the quota of this State, according

to the present apportionment, of all the Bills of Credit emitted by
Congress, and for emitting and funding new bills, according to

the resolutions of Congress of the i8th day of March last, and
for other purposes ;’

’’

81
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;
3. ‘^An act for expediting the march of the recruits raised for

'the Delaware Regiment

4. “An act for aiding the discontinuance of the process and
^proceedings in the Court of General Quarter Sessions of the

[Peace and Goal Delivery in Kent County

5. “An act for raising seven thousand eight hundred and
seventy-five pounds in specie for the service of the year one!

thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, by a general tax

6. “An act to dispose of sundry supplies collected in Sussex
Couiity for the Army of the United States.”

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly

^

On motion, by order, •

‘

^

The resolution for appropriating five hundred and fifty pounds
to the discharge of a debt contracted by Col. Henry Neill, was
read the second time and concurred in, and is as follows, viz : <

j

“ On motion,

“ In the House of Assembly,
“ Monday, June 18, 1781.

.

'‘

'‘Resolved, That the General Assembly of this State will apply
“the sum of five hundred and fifty pounds, in specie, out of the

'

“first monies that shall come into the Treasury thereof, towards

“discharging a contract entered into by Col. Henry Neill with a

“certain Thomas Salte for that sum, in pursuance of an act of

“Assembly of the Delaware State, entitled ‘An act for the pro-
“ tection of the trade of the Bay and River of Delaware,’ and
“the legal interest arising on that contract.

“ Extract from the minutes. >

“JAS. BOOTH, CVk of Assembly:'

On motion, by order.

The resolution for ascertaining the amount of certificates for

supplies furnished the Commissary’s or Quartermaster’s Def)art*

ments, &c., was read the second time and concurred in, and is in

these words, viz : \ .. .

I
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“In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, June 18, 1781,

“On motion,

''Resolved, That Col. Thomas Duff, of the County of New
“Castle

;
Philip Barratt, of the County of Kent, Esq.; and Wil-

“ liam Peery, of the County of Sussex, Esq., be and they are

“hereby appointed for the counties in which they respectively

“reside, to advertise all such persons within their county as have
“furnished the Commissary’s or Quartermaster’s Departments
“ with any supplies for the use of the Continent to brinR the cer-

“tificates or other vouchers for the articles thus furnished, that

“they may have an opportunity of taking a copy of the dates

“of said certificates, the sums of money due, and the articles for

“which they were given, that the same maybe laid before the
‘

‘ General Assembly at their next sitting.

‘
‘ Extract from the minutes.

“JAS. BOOTH, CV k of Assembler

Mr. Caton, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered to the Chair certain resolutions of the House of Assembly,
directing the Receivers of Supplies in the respective Counties of

this State to make out exact and complete returns of the quanti-

ties and species of supplies raised or purchased, &c.

The same member also delivered certain resolutions, directing

a return of all fines and forfeitures imposed in the respective

Courts of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace and Courts of

Oyer and Terminer and General Goal Delivery in the respective

Counties of this State, to be laid, by the Clerks of the said Courts,

before the General Assembly.

On motion, by order, . ; ?

The resolutions directing the Receivers of Supplies to make
out exact returns of the quantities and species of supplies raised

or purchased, were read the first time.

By special order, the same were read the second time and con-
curred in, and are as follows, viz :

i
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I “In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, P. M., June 18, 1781.

“On motion,

‘

'‘Resolved, That the Receivers of Supplies, in the respective
“ Counties of the State, make out exact and complete returns of

“the quantities and species of supplies raised or purchased under
“ the act for furnishing supplies, within this State, for the army
“of the United States, &c., passed the 15th April, 1780, and
“ under the act for procuring an immediate supply of provisions

“within this State, for the army of the United States of America,
“&c., passed the 21st day of June, 1780; specifying the places

“where the same are. or may be deposited
;
and also exact and

“complete returns of the quantities and species of those supplies,
“ by them respectively delivered for the use of the United States,
‘

‘ together with receipts or certificates of such delivery. And
‘

‘ also that the said receivers respectively return perfect lists of

“the outstanding, uncollected supplies, as taxed for under the

“first mentioned act, specifying the names of the persons from
“whom they may be due, with the quantity and species of sup*

“ply they may be rated for, and after transmit the respective

“returns, aforesaid, to the General Assembly, at Dover, by the
‘

‘ eleventh day of September next.

“ That, at the time and place aforesaid, the Receivers of Sup-
“ plies for the Counties of New Castle and Kent, respectively,

“render an account of the application of the several sums of

, “money advanced to them by the State Treasurer, in pursuance
“of the resolutions and orders of the General Assembly in Feb-
“ ruary last.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,

)

“ Sent for concurrence. CV k of Assembly.'' •

On motion, by order.

The resolutions directing returns to be made of all fines and
^ forfeitures imposed in any of the respective Courts of Quarter

Sessions of the Peace and the several Courts of Oyer and Ter-
miner and General Goal Delivery in each of the Counties of this

State, were read the first time.

By special order, the same were read the second time, con-
curred in, and are as follows, viz :

I
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“On motion,

“ In THE House of Assembly,
“ Monday, P. M., June 18, 1781.

''Resolvedy That the Clerks of the respective Courts of Gen-
“eral Quarter Sessions of the Peace and also of the several

“Courts of Oyer and Terminer and General Goal Delivery, in

“each of the Counties of this State, make out exact and complete
“lists of all fines and forfeitures imposed in any of the courts

“aforesaid since the 22d day of February, 1777, and that the

“respective County Treasurers report an account of all fines,

“forfeitures and penalties which they may have received, under
“or by virtue of any law of this State, since the time aforesaid,

“and how they may have disposed of the same, or any part

“thereof, and that the said Clerks and Treasurers transmit the
“same lists and accounts to the General Assembly, at Dover,
“ by the third day of September next, *

''Resolved alsoy That the respective Lieutenants of the Coun-
‘

‘ ties in this State do attend the General Assembly, at their next
“sitting, at Dover, on the seventh day of September next, with
“their books of accounts of all such monies which they may.
“ or ought to have respectively received, in virtue of their said

“office of Lieutenant, under the act of Assembly entitled, ‘An
“act for establishing a Militia within this State,’ passed the 15th

“of May, 1778, or under the supplement to the same act, passed
“the 25th of December, 1779, and in what manner the same
“ monies, or any part, may have been disposed of or applied.

“Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. CP k of Assembly.”

Mr. Collings, a member of Assembly, was admitted and de-
livered to the Chair a resolution of the House of Assembly re-

questing the President to obtain exact lists of the several Militia

companies in each of the Counties of this State; which, by order,

was read the first time.

By special order, the same was read the second time and con-
curred in, and is as follows, viz :
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“ In the House of Assembly,

“Monday, A. M., June 18, 1781.

Resolved^ That the President or Commander-in-Chief be re-

“ quested to obtain exact lists of the several companies of Militia

“in each of the Counties of this State, and also the names and
“number of men furnished by each company, under the ‘Act for
“ embodying- the Militia of this State for the purpose of rei'nforc-

“ ing the Army of the United States,’ passed the 21st of June,
“ 1780, specifying the number of men which each of the com-
“panies of Militia ought to have furnished, by the said act, and
“that the same be laid before the General Assembly, at Dover,
‘

‘ by the tenth day of September next.

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS. BOOTH,
“ Sent for concurrence. Cl' k of Assembly,** \

On motion, by order, •

The six before mentioned bills, respectively signed by the

Speaker of the House of Assembly, were read, compared, and
directed to be signed by the Speaker of the Council

;
which was

accordingly done.

Ordered, That the said bills and the several preceding resolu-

tions, with the concurrence of the Council thereto respectively,

be returned, by Mr. McDonough, to the House of Assembly.

Mr. McDonough, being returned, reported that he had waited
on the House of Assembly with the above bills and resolutions,

agreeable to order.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

Tuesday, A. M., June 19th, 1781.

The Council met. Present the same members as on yesterday.

Mr. Peery, a member of Assembly, was admitted and delivered

to the Chair the additional supplementary bill to the Militia act,

with the amendments proposed thereto by the Council in part
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disag^reed ,to by the House of Assembly, and a paper of amend-
ments proposed by the House of Assembly to the said amend-
ments of the Council.

On motioq, the Council took into consideratipn the amend-
ments proposed by each House to the above mentioned bill, and
after some time spent therein receded from their amendments
as disagreed to by the House of Assembly, and agreed to the

amendments proposed by that House to the same bill; where-
upon the bill was read by paragraphs and passed the Council.

Ordered^ That the said bill and amendments be returned to

the House of Assembly by Mr. Polk.

Mr. Polk reported that he had returned the same according to

order.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. M.

Eodem Die, P. M.

The Council met.
,

Mr. Houston, a member of Assembly, was admitted and deliv-

ered the additional supplementary bill to the Militia act, engrossed
and signed by the Speaker of the House of Assembly, together
with a resolution for affixing the Great Seal to the said bill.

On motion, the foregoing bill was read, compared, and di-

rected to be signed by the Speaker of the Council
;
which was

accordingly done.

On motion, by order.

The resolution of the House of Assembly for affixing the Great
Seal to the foregoing bill was read and concurred in, and is as fol-

lows, viz : ,

'

. > / .•
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I

“ In THE House OF Assembly,

“Tuesday, P. M., June 19, 1781. .

“On motion,

**Resolved^ That the President and Commander-in-Chief affix

I
“the Great Seal of this State to the following law :

“An additional supplementary act to the act entitled ‘An act

for establishing a Militia within this State.’

“ Extract from the minutes. JAS, BOOTH,
“Sent for concurrence. Crk ofAssembly**'

Ordered^ That Mr. Polk return the foregoing bill and resolu-

^ tion, respectively signed by the Speaker of the Council, to the

House of Assembly.

Mr. Polk, being returned, reported the delivery thereof ac-*

cording to order.

Then the Council proceeded to the settlement of their per diem'
wages and mileage incurred at this present meeting, and the ac-

count of their Clerk, and the following allowances were made, viz:

To the Honorable Thomas Collins, Esq., as per ac-

count, No. I, 20 14 o
To John Baning, Esq., as per account. No. 2, . . . 16 5 o
To Thomas McDonough, Esq., do., No. 3, . . . . 22 o 6

' To John Clowes, Esq., do.. No. 4 . . 14 13 o
To William Conwoll, Esq., do.. No. 5 13 5 o
To Richard Cantwell, Esq., do., No. 6, 17 80
To William Polk, Esq., do., No. 7, 14 4 6
To Benjamin Vining, Clerk of the Council, No. 8, . 18 16 3

£,m 63

^ Resolved, That the Speaker draw orders on the State Trea-
surer for the payment of the aforesaid respective sums.

Which was accordingly done.

Mr. Cantwell and Mr. Clowes informed the Council that they
had received their commissions as fourth Justices of the Courts
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of Common Pleas and Orphans’ Courts for the Counties of New
Castle and Sussex, and thereupon resigned their seats in the

Council.

Whereupon

Ordered, That the Speaker issue writs to the Sheriffs of New
Castle and Sussex Counties, directing them to hold an election

on the first day of October next in each of the said counties,

agreeable to the Constitution and Laws of this State, for the

choosing of one new member in each of the said counties, in the

room of the said Richard Cantwell and John Clowes, Esquires,

whose seats have become vacant by their acceptance of the said

offices.

Then the Council adjourned to the day of September
next, to meet at the Town of Dover. '

82
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